
the validity, f o r instance, of the s t a t emen t s 
on personnel qualif icat ions needed and their 
all too f r e q u e n t lack, it is suggested t h a t the 
to ta l implication may be a l i t t le d a r k e r t han 
the fac t s of 1949 w a r r a n t . A n u m b e r of ex-
amples might be cited but one wil l suffice f o r 
i l lus t ra t ion. P ro fes s iona l sense, obligation, 
a t t i t ude and genera l in teres t a re held to be 
too general ly lacking (pp. 3 8 - 3 9 ) — a n d no 
doubt they are in too many l ibrar ians . But , 
w h e n member s of recent l ibrary school classes 
hold 100 per cent membersh ip in the A .L .A . 
and a s ta te l ib rary associat ion; when n u m -
bers of them, a t their own expense, a t tend 
conferences and visit l ib ra r i e s ; when , even as 
newcomers to the profession, many are p a r -
t icipating actively in local, s ta te and na t iona l 
commit tees and o the r profess ional activities, 

the indictment requires considerable qualif ica-
tion. T h i s reviewer does not wish to appear 
to be in the position of defending the s ta tus 
quo or of saying tha t l ibrar ianship and educa-
tion fo r it should not be vast ly improved. 
I t is his observat ion, however , tha t improve-
ment and change wi th respect to recru i t s fo r 
and those admit ted to l ib rary schools have 
recently been tak ing place. Fu l l awareness 
of the change appears not to be reflected in 
The Task and Training of Librarians. 

Nonetheless , as indicated at the beginning 
of this review, the vo lume cannot fai l to 
s t imula te the imaginat ion and thought proc-
esses of anyone interested in the possibilities 
and f u t u r e of l ibrar ies and l ibrar ianship .— 
J. Periam Danton, School of Librarianship, 
University of California. 

Incunabula 
Fifteenth Century Printed Books at the Uni-

versity of Illinois. Compiled by C. U . 
Faye . U r b a n a , Univers i ty of Il l inois Press , 
1949. ( I l l inois Con t r ibu t ions to L i b r a r a n -
ship no. 4 ) . i6op. $3.00. 
T h e indefat igable bibl iographer and s tudent 

of ear ly pr int ing, C. U . Faye , w a s wel l chosen 
fo r the w o r k of compil ing the Illinois list of 
f i f teenth cen tury books which now comes to 
take its place among the H u n t i n g t o n , N e w -
berry, M o r g a n and o ther check lists of in-
cunabula . M r . Faye has a r a r e combinat ion 
of l inguistic facility, an extensive experience 
in ear ly pr in ted books, and a passion f o r the 
minut iae of pa leotypography which have re-
sulted in not only a wel l -documented list bu t 
also a though t -p rovok ing in t roduct ion to the 
field. 

T h e Ill inois list number s some 431 i tems 
including th ree designated as s ixteenth cen-
tu ry pr int ing. T h e a r r a n g e m e n t is t ha t of 
Robe r t P r o c t o r . Each count ry is t aken in 
the o rde r in which pr in t ing w a s established 
wi th in its borders , w i t h the cities of each 
coun t ry in chronological o rder on the same 
principle. W i t h i n each city, the presses of 
each city appear in the o rde r of thei r es tab-
l ishment, and the publicat ions of each press 
are listed according to the date of publica-
tion, insofa r as this is known. 

Immedia te ly fo l lowing the in t roduct ion is 
a list of re ferences including the most impor-
t a n t w o r k s u se fu l in the field of incunabula . 

T h e specific qual i t ies of some of these w o r k s 
a re recorded in the f irs t pages of the in t ro-
duction. T h i s list of incunabula is fo l lowed 
by a para l le l l ist ing of H a i n , Copinger , Reich-
ling, and the Gesamtkatalog der Wiegen-
drucke w i th the Il l inois numbers . T h e in-
dices include an index of pr inters , presses, 
publ ishers and places all in one, and an 
a u t h o r and t i t le index, wi th a concordance to 
the Second Census of Sti l lwell . 

I t is only j u s t t ha t Illinois, as one of the 
most rapidly g rowing universi ty l ibrar ies of 
the country, should publicize its now con-
siderable holdings of incunabula , and the 
product ion of this list adds considerable 
lus te r to the series of Ill inois Con t r ibu t ions 
to L ibra r iansh ip . T h i s vo lume contains much 
more than the usua l list of early printed 
books. In addit ion to the met iculous detail 
of identification s u r r o u n d i n g each entry, M r . 
Faye has incorpora ted in his in t roduct ion a 
theme which deserves the a t ten t ion of all 
a m a t e u r s of early pr int ing. 

In a " N o t e on the Ca ta log ing of Incunab-
u la , " the compiler first outl ines the develop-
ment of the n o w accepted author i t ies in this 
field, and notes in pa r t i cu la r the scope of the 
identification w o r k in each bibliography. T h e 
ident i fying elements normal ly include paper , 
typography, i l lus t ra t ions , fol iat ion, binding. 
Some bibliographies are more reliable f o r one 
element than o t h e r s ; some provide g r e a t e r de-
tail, u t i l iz ing many ident i fying e lements in 
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very satisfying measure. Because of his pas-
sion fo r detail and his wel l -known affection 
fo r early printing, M r . Faye's list itself in-
cludes numerous helpful notes to distinguish 
the Illinois copy of var iant editions. T h e 
larger pa r t of this " N o t e , " however, is devoted 
to a thought fu l consideration of the need for 
more complete identification of the incunab-
ula and the place of the cataloger in this 
process. 

I t is the conviction of M r . Faye, and he 
documents his case, that insufficient work has 
of ten resulted in false or, at best, inept list-
ings of early printed works . Hi s complaints 
are grouped under two heads, "Authorsh ip" 
and "Identification of T e x t s . " T h e problem of 
authorship has long been with us, and M r . 
Faye's complaint on this score is a common 
one. His contributions here lie chiefly in his 
indications of a possibly more productive 
method of at tack and in references to new 
sources of informat ion. His proposals for 
bet ter identification of texts essentially rep-
resent the fusion of some of the accepted 
methods of paleography wi th w h a t is funda-
mentally typographical research in a product 
appropriately called paleotypography. U n d e r 
his system, an incunabulum should be con-
f ron ted with an accepted modern edition, and 
verification made of content, if not page by 
page, at least by chapters or parts . T h e ac-
ceptance of the modern established text would 
require universal agreement, but it is the 
feeling of M r . Faye tha t compilations like 
the Thesaurus Linguae Latinae or the 
Patrologia Latina have adequate acceptance 
for comparison. Admittedly, it will be im-

• possible to find contemporary models for com-
parison of some incunabula, and in such cases, 

the internal evidence of the text will have 
to be accepted. 

T h e delicate point of the proposal is the line 
of demarcat ion (if one such exists) between 
the potential capabilities of a cataloger and 
those of a l i terary researcher in establishing 
the identity of a text, or possibly even the 
authenticity of a text. M r . Faye is emi-
nently well fitted for research w o r k in this 
field, and if all catalogers were equally well 
equipped wi th languages and his kind of ex-
perience, there might well be no need to d r a w 
an artificial line. Unfo r tuna te ly the vast 
major i ty of our trained catalogers are not at 
all equipped in this fashion, and we cannot 
hope for a very grea t change in this field. 
T h e r e is certainly some possibility, however, 
of improving the identification of incunabula 
by the methods proposed. I t was implicit in 
all previous checklists of incunabula, and it is 
implicit in this list tha t the field is relatively 
small and a m a j o r project covering the whole 
field would still not be inconceivable. W h a t 
M r . Faye wants is to have all incunabula posi-
tively identified and adequately described. I 
am sure he would like to see a crowd of 
catalogers and l i terary researchers work ing 
hand in hand at this project , and to see it car-
ried to completion. H e has an impor tant 
point at this time, because as t ime goes on 
our f ew remaining scholars of his kind are 
disappearing wi thout replacement. O u r kind 
of t raining for l ibrarianship does not take 
this work into account, and I fear , as he 
does, tha t the idea will die. Perhaps here is 
another test fo r the versatili ty of our rapidly 
prol i fera t ing l ibrary schools. Perhaps they 
will meet this need.—Jerrold Orne, JVash-
ington University Libraries, St. Louis. 

Foundations of the Pubfic Library 
Foundations of the Public Library; The Ori-

gins of the Public Library Movement in 
New England 1629-1855. By Jesse H . 
Shera. Chicago, Universi ty of Chicago 
Press, 1949, 3o8p. $5.00. 
W i t h the continued cul tura l and social de-

velopment of the Uni ted States, it has be-
fitted the public l ibrary, as an impor tant so-
cial agency serving the needs of individual 
communities, to continually develop and 
broaden its horizons. T h e cu r ren t trend 
toward increasing regionalization of l ibraries 

calls for a backward look to the earliest pub-
lic l ibraries to unders tand their development 
and growth in "economic and social t e rms" in 
leading to the present t rend. 

T h i s book by Professor Shera, of the G r a d -
uate L ibra ry School, the Universi ty of Chi-
cago, is a social history of the Public Library 
Movemen t in N e w England f rom 1629 to 
1855. T h e author has done an intensive job 
of reaching back to the earliest N e w England 
backgrounds of this country 's development to 
show the economic and social milieu up to the 
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