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DOES the educational f i lm c o n f r o n t the 

administrator of an academic l ibrary 

w i t h a genuine service responsibility—or 

simply w i t h a service opportunity? T h i s is 

the central question f o r w h i c h an answer is 

sought in this paper. 

In denying responsibility for f i lm service, 

the academic l ibrarian has general ly used 

one or more of these a r g u m e n t s : ( i ) A l -

though fi lms may be effective communica-

tion tools, they are not appropriate l ibrary 

materials . ( 2 ) F i l m s are not needed on the 

campus. ( 3 ) If needed, f i lms and other non-

book mater ia ls should be serviced by a 

separate agency. ( 4 ) Integrat ion of f i lms 

w i t h print and w i t h the c u r r i c u l u m is ex-

tremely difficult if not impossible to accom-

plish. ( 5 ) E x i s t i n g facil it ies and budgets do 

not permit the addit ion of f i lm services. 

O u r purpose here is to discuss these five 

arguments , to the end that guideposts m a y 

be erected f o r academic l ibrarians w h o have 

not yet resolved the question of responsi-

bil ity for servic ing fi lms in their institutions. 

Are Films Appropriate Library Materials? 

U n t i l the present century l ibraries 

w o r k e d chiefly w i t h and through a single 

m e d i u m of c o m m u n i c a t i o n — t h e book. In-

disputably the book is highly effective, even 

though m a i n l y f o r an elite consumer of 

facts and ideas, but other media have risen 

to chal lenge the book's pre-eminent position 

in the school, the l ibrary, and other social 

institutions. 

T h e educational f i lm is one of these 

n e w e r media. M a n y public and academic 

l ibrarians, concerned about their h a v i n g 

ef fect ively reached only a small portion of 

their constituencies through print, look to 

the motion picture as a possible means of 

extending the range of the l ibrary 's service 

potential . O t h e r s deny that f i lms can ap-

propriately be brought into the l ibrary 's 

service scheme. 

T h e r e seems to be no inherent incom-

patibil ity between f i lm and book. O b j e c -

tive comparison in terms of substance and 

funct ion reveals a close relationship between 

the t w o media. T h e substance of both 

book and f i lm ranges over the entire realm 

of k n o w l e d g e . T h e pr imary funct ion of 

each is the s a m e : to convey facts and ideas. 

T h e essential difference between them is 

one of method. W h e r e a s the book employs 

ordered sets of language symbols arranged 

on sheets of paper, the motion picture com-

bines visual images w i t h verbal elements on 

length of f i lm w h i c h must be projected 

mechanical ly . 

T h e real question is the deeper o n e : Just 

w h a t is the academic l ibrary 's f u n c t i o n ? I f 

it is to funct ion only as a "storehouse of 

p r i n t , " fi lms obviously must remain outside 

its service pattern. I f , however , its func-

tion is the broader one of a " c o m m u n i c a -

tions c e n t e r " in the academic c o m m u n i t y , 

the l ibrary may properly include fi lms and 

other nonbook materials. 

By Books Alone? 

E m e r g i n g educational patterns in col-

leges and universities make it obvious that 

books alone are no longer considered suffi-

cient for effective instruction and research. 
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T h e a c a d e m i c l i b r a r y ' s task is to p r o v i d e 

the m a t e r i a l s needed in the i n s t r u c t i o n a l 

and research p r o g r a m s . I t f o l l o w s then 

that the l i b r a r y m u s t ser iously consider the 

inclusion of n o n b o o k m a t e r i a l s w h i c h are 

i n c r e a s i n g l y be l ieved essential in academic 

p r o g r a m s . 

E n t h u s i a s t s c l a i m t h a t the f i lm possesses 

a unique p o w e r in the s o w i n g of ideas. I ts 

versat i l i ty and l ivel iness p r o b a b l y m a k e it 

m o r e v i v i d and e f fec t ive t h a n a n y other 

m e d i u m m a n ' s i n g e n u i t y has y e t devised. 

Y e t m u c h remains to be d iscovered a b o u t 

h o w f i lms teach and h o w persons on di f-

f e r e n t age leve ls l e a r n f r o m t h e m , b e f o r e 

f i lms of o p t i m u m ef fect iveness can be m a d e . 

I t is probable that o n l y by e m p i r i c a l m e t h -

ods can e d u c a t o r s u l t i m a t e l y f ind a n s w e r s 

to these quest ions. U n t i l those a n s w e r s are 

f o u n d , f i lms need to be used e x t e n s i v e l y in 

realistic s i tuat ions. T o that end cer ta in edu-

cat iona l agencies m u s t assume responsibil-

ity f o r a c q u i r i n g f i lms and m a k i n g t h e m 

avai lab le f o r use. 

Library or Separate Agency f 

T h e a d v a n t a g e s of c e n t r a l i z i n g c a m p u s 

f i lm services are g e n e r a l l y r e c o g n i z e d . I t is 

obvious that the h a p h a z a r d d e v e l o p m e n t on a 

d e p a r t m e n t a l basis w h i c h has o c c u r r e d on 

m a n y campuses, l a c k i n g any c o o r d i n a t i o n of 

resources and services, c a n n o t be sat isfac-

tory . N o r can the e x p e d i e n c y of a d d i n g 

f i lms to e x i s t i n g extension services p r o v i d e 

a sa t i s fac tory so lut ion. O n l y t h r o u g h cen-

t r a l i z a t i o n can r e a l l y e f fec t ive service be 

g i v e n . 

W e n d t a r g u e s t h a t a separate a g e n c y 

should be established f o r s e r v i c i n g f i lms be-

cause the p u r e l y m e c h a n i c a l processes 

i n v o l v e d in s e r v i c i n g and c a r i n g f o r m a -

ter ia ls and e q u i p m e n t are t o t a l l y u n r e l a t e d 

to l i b r a r y rout ines . 1 I t is s u b m i t t e d , h o w -

1 Wendt, Paul, " A Central Audio-visual Aids Serv-
ice in the University." Higher Education 2:11-13, 
M a y 1, 1946. 

ever , t h a t l ibrar ies can o v e r c o m e the diffi-

cul t ies impl ied by a d d i n g t ra ined personnel 

to the staff and by p r o v i d i n g special faci l i -

ties. T h e exper ience of a c a d e m i c l ibrar ies 

w h i c h h a v e a l r e a d y e m b a r k e d on f i l m serv-

ices s t r o n g l y supports this be l ie f . I n one 

such l i b r a r y , the l i b r a r i a n has expressed 

the c o n v i c t i o n t h a t : 

. . . in the long v iew their [audio-visual 

mater ia ls] contribution to instruction and 

especially to research w i l l depend less upon 

the manipulation of mechanical devices in the 

classroom than upon the systematic acquisi-

tion and organizat ion of audio-visual re-

sources for instruction and r e s e a r c h — t h a t is, 

upon the creation of an audio-visual l ibrary 

in the literal, accepted sense.2 

O n l y one of the f u n c t i o n s of an audio-

v i s u a l center o u t l i n e d by W e n d t does n o t 

c l e a r l y f a l l w i t h i n the r a n g e of l i b r a r y serv-

ice schemes. I t is ent i re ly appropr iate t h a t 

a l i b r a r y e n g a g e in ( I ) l o c a t i n g and e v a l u -

a t i n g good t e a c h i n g m a t e r i a l s ; ( 2 ) k e e p i n g 

abreast of n e w d e v e l o p m e n t s in f i lm pro-

d u c t i o n and u s e ; ( 3 ) s t i m u l a t i n g the 

f a c u l t y to use e f fec t ive films; and ( 4 ) 

p r o v i d i n g t r a i n i n g in the operat ion of film 

e q u i p m e n t . E a c h of these has its c o u n t e r -

part a m o n g the f u n c t i o n s l ibraries r e g u l a r l y 

p e r f o r m in c o n n e c t i o n w i t h p r i n t e d ma-

terials . 

T h e a c a d e m i c l i b r a r y m i g h t n o t easily 

p e r f o r m the fifth of W e n d t ' s f u n c t i o n s , that 

of e n g a g i n g in the a c t u a l p r o d u c t i o n of 

e f fec t ive audio-v isua l aids. H o w e v e r , it is 

n o t di f f icult to v i s u a l i z e a l i b r a r y - c e n t e r e d 

film service in w h i c h p r o d u c t i o n act iv i t ies 

are c a r r i e d on. L i b r a r y film specialists 

c o u l d readi ly p e r f o r m the aspect of this 

f u n c t i o n w h i c h is p a r t i c u l a r l y e m p h a s i z e d , 

t h a t of "see [ i n g ] to it t h a t the q u a l i t y of 

p r o d u c t i o n [ in the u n i v e r s i t y ] is kept h igh 

e n o u g h so t h a t the films w i l l h a v e p e r m a -

n e n t v a l u e . " 3 H e r e he is c l e a r l y stressing 

1 Swank, Raynard C., "University of Oregon's Audio-
visual Service." College and Research Libraries 9:300, 
October 1948. 

8 Wendt, op. cit., p. 12. 
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the role of the film expert as an advisor, 

and it seems to this w r i t e r unimportant 

w h e t h e r that expert be on the staff of a 

separate agency or on the l ibrary staff . 

A d m i t t e d l y the l ibrary w h i c h decides to 

integrate films into its service pattern must 

overcome difficulties. A m o n g these a r e : 

( 1 ) securing proper budgetary s u p p o r t ; 

( 2 ) appoint ing trained personnel ; ( 3 ) 

adapt ing exist ing fac i l i t ies ; ( 4 ) selecting 

films w h i c h are re levant to the educational 

p r o g r a m of the inst i tut ion; and ( 5 ) organ-

iz ing them for most ef fect ive use. 

T h e separate agency encounters difficul-

ties w h i c h are no less formidable , and w h i c h 

in the v i e w of m a n y audio-visual specialists 

make inadvisable the creation of a paral le l 

agency for film service. 

O n e of these specialists points out that 

the separate film center has had to develop 

n e w channels for t ransmitt ing and receiv-

ing requests, in format ion, and evaluat ive 

data, and has had to combat the f a c u l t y at-

t itude that films are "so m a n y curr icu lar 

tassels."4 T h e assumption that if these 

n e w instructional materials w e r e introduced 

and distributed by the l ibrary, the f a c u l t y ' s 

acceptance w o u l d be more easily gained, is 

not necessarily sound. M u c h depends upon 

exist ing att i tudes and other re levant fac-

tors. I n some instances a separate agency 

m i g h t be m o r e acceptable than a l ibrary-

centered service. 

L i b r a r i a n s general ly w i l l not re ject 

Schreiber 's contention that since communica-

tion and distribution channels a lready exist 

between the l ibrary and other units of an aca-

demic institution, the l ibrary is a logical 

center f o r all instructional materia ls on the 

campus. M a n y w i l l re inforce that assertion 

by under l in ing the organizat ion a lready de-

veloped by the l ibrary f o r acquir ing and 

processing materials , and the relative ease 

4 Schreiber, Robert E., "Motion Picture Distribution 
as a Function of College Libraries." Film and Radio 
Guide 13:36, November 1946. 

of adapt ing that organizat ion to include 

films. 

A f u r t h e r support ing a r g u m e n t w h i c h is 

of extreme practical importance to academic 

administrat ive heads is cited by G r a d y : 

T h e economic disadvantages to the insti-

tution are apparent since separate quarters, 

another administrator, and another staff are 

often involved in the divided arrangement.5 

Some l ibrarians believe that the separa-

tion of books f r o m related films, recordings, 

and other instructional materia ls creates 

hardships for both students and teachers. 

If patrons are obliged to "consul t separate 

indexes, separate staffs, and possibly to visit 

separate buildings in order to assemble ma-

terials or references invo lv ing related con-

tent , " 6 much time and ef fort is wasted, and 

the student or facu l ty member cannot be 

certain he has succeeded in securing al l rele-

v a n t materials available on the campus. 

The heart of the matter is struck in 

S w a n k ' s re futat ion of arguments o f t e n ad-

vanced by opponents of l ibrary participa-

tion : 

. . . aud io -v i sua l aids o u g h t n o t be v iewed 
in opposi t ion to p r in t ed aids b u t should be 
i n t eg ra t ed w i t h t h e m . B o t h a r e i n s t ruc t i ona l 
aids used t o g e t h e r in the s a m e educa t i ona l 
process, and if p rope r ly r e l a t e d s u p p l e m e n t 
each o the r . W h e n a d m i n i s t e r e d w i t h vision 
and a c lea r u n d e r s t a n d i n g of e d u c a t i o n a l ob-
ject ives , the i r combina t ion in t h e l i b r a r y 
shou ld r e s u l t no t in the neglec t of t he a u d i o -
v i sua l service, bu t in a b r o a d e r and m o r e 
a d e q u a t e phi losophy of the l i b r a ry i t s e l f — a 
phi losophy involving bo th types of aids in 
n e w re la t ionsh ips . 7 

If an academic l ibrary seriously tries to 

fit the film into its scheme of appropriate 

services, the film must be g iven a meaning-

f u l place in the l ibrary 's integrat ion of its 

materials. T h e feasibility of so corre lat ing 

5 Grady, Marion B., "Nonbook Materials in a Teach-
ers College Library ." College and Research Libraries 
9:312, October 1948. 

6 Ibid. 
7 Swank, op. cit., p. 300. 
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films w i t h older tools of communicat ion as 

to make the l ibrary a " d o c u m e n t a t i o n " cen-

t e r — n o t merely a " b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l " center 

— m a y n o w be examined. 

Book and Film Integration 

Integrat ion includes three f u n c t i o n a l 

c o m p o n e n t s : ( i ) selecting instruct ional and 

research materia ls that meet exist ing or po-

tential needs; ( 2 ) organizing them f o r 

ef fect ive use ; and ( 3 ) cont inuously promot-

ing their use w h e n e v e r and w h e r e v e r they 

are needed on the campus. A l t h o u g h none 

of their tasks is more important , l ibrarians 

k n o w there is no m a g i c f o r m u l a f o r br inging 

di f ferent kinds of materia ls into proper cor-

relation w i t h each other and w i t h the m a n y 

facets of an institution's teaching and re-

search programs. 

Exper ience may give a l ibrarian consid-

erable faci l i ty in deal ing w i t h integration's 

knotty problems, but the total c u r r i c u l u m 

of a col lege or university is an unstable f u l -

c r u m and the l ibrarian's k n o w l e d g e and 

skil l an imperfect ly w r o u g h t lever . T h e 

t ruth of this is implied in one l ibrarian's 

confession t h a t : 

M a n y of us wi l l f r e e l y a d m i t t h a t . . . the 
a r r a n g e m e n t of o u r col lect ions, t h e types of 
services o f fe red , and the a t t i t u d e s ac tua l ly en-
c o u n t e r e d by the s t u d e n t in the l i b r a r y a r e 
no t en t i r e ly in h a r m o n y w i t h the educa t i ona l 
phi losophies, c u r r i c u l u m s , and e x p e r i m e n t s 
p r e sen t in o u r respect ive ins t i tu t ions . 8 

T h e size of the l ibrary provides one index 

to probable success in the area of integra-

tion. T h e larger and more complex the 

institutional p r o g r a m , the smaller are the 

l ibrarian's chances of achieving an ef fect ive 

correlat ion of materials . T h e collections of 

university libraries, f o r example, tend to 

become so tremendous that beyond a rela-

8 Jesse, William H., "The University Library and its 
Services to Students." College and Research Libraries 
7:302, October 1946. 

t ively l imited point the l ibrarian's faci l i ty 

in re lat ing them to an intricate curr icular 

design diminishes rapidly. 

N o t all the reasons f o r a general fa i lure 

in academic l ibraries to achieve f u l l integra-

tion of printed materials are clear, but some 

are f a i r l y obvious. M u c h of w h a t l ibraries 

have acquired has remained u n u s e d ; the 

same is true of m a n y current purchases and 

g i f ts . L a r g e groups of books superseded by 

later acquisitions are retained in the hope 

that f u t u r e researchers m a y find them use-

f u l . A n evidence of fa i lure thus becomes an 

added impediment to success; it is clear that 

idle masses of materials become " a l iabil ity 

rather than an asset . . . obscuring the pres-

ence of books w h i c h ought to be read ." 9 

T h e sheer m a g n i t u d e of the w o r l d of 

print is in itself another obstacle, f o r it is 

impossible to select f r o m so great a mass 

only those items w h i c h are re levant to a 

g iven institution's objectives. R e c e n t sur-

veys of university l ibraries point signifi-

cant ly to deficiencies in this respect. 

T h e question of w h e t h e r the integrat ion 

of educational films w i t h curr icu lar pro-

grams creates problems greater than those 

encountered in the more fami l iar areas of 

print w i l l n o w be examined. 

Selection.—In considering the first stage 

of integrat ion, it is submitted that the more 

severely l imited the l ibrarian's field of se-

lection, the more sharply he w i l l be able to 

focus his del iberation upon items considered 

for acquisition. I t f o l l o w s that since the 

number of avai lable films is pal try beside 

the number of avai lable books, it m a y be 

possible to make a more purposeful selection 

of films than of books. 

M o r e o v e r , because of the relat ive ex-

pensiveness of films, it has become 

customary to prev iew them before p lac ing 

9 Branscomb, Harvie, Teaching With Books: a 
Study of College Libraries. Chicago, Association of 
American Colleges and The American Library Associa-
tion, 1940, p. 167. 
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purchase orders. T h i s practice af fords the 

l ibrarian an opportunity to learn just w h a t 

a f i lm contains and to determine, in con-

sultation w i t h f a c u l t y members, w h e t h e r it 

relates in a m e a n i n g f u l w a y to any facet of 

the c u r r i c u l u m . T h e use of any comparable 

process in connection w i t h printed materia ls 

is rare. Indeed, it is a commonplace to 

observe that in the press of administrat ive 

and other duties l ibrarians become fami l iar 

w i t h the integrat ional possibilities of only a 

small portion of the books they acquire. 

Organization.—In the second stage of 

integrat ion, that of o r g a n i z i n g materia ls for 

effect ive use, the l ibrarian's base of opera-

tions becomes s o m e w h a t less stable. T h e 

problems of so construct ing indexes that 

patrons m a y easily find w h a t they w a n t , and 

of so a r r a n g i n g materials that they are 

real ly accessible, have l o n g occupied the at-

tention of administrators and catalogers. 

B u t it is apparent that here, too, no infal-

lible f o r m u l a s exist. 

C a t a l o g i n g techniques suitable for book 

materials have been c a r e f u l l y w o r k e d out, 

and applied or adapted in individual aca-

demic l ibraries. I t has been f o u n d that 

these techniques can be readily adapted for 

the indexing of films. 

T h e question of h o w best to arrange 

films for accessibility is not a troublesome 

one as long as collections remain re lat ive ly 

small . I f f i lm collections are a l l o w e d to 

g r o w as large as book collections, the prob-

lem m a y become complex, but the nature of 

f i lms makes it unl ikely that such increases 

w i l l occur. F o r quite a long t ime then, the 

key to their accessibility w i l l probably be 

c a r e f u l subject indexing. T h e most satis-

factory physical a r r a n g e m e n t of f i lms is 

probably a simple accession-number scheme. 

Promotion.—Integration's most difficult 

problems occur in the third stage, w h e n the 

l ibrarian attempts to promote the use of 

l ibrary materia ls on the campus. I n g e n u i t y 

of the highest order is demanded if the 

l ibrary administrator and his staff are to 

overcome the difficulties in this stage. 

T h e usual promotional ef forts i n v o l v i n g 

b r o w s i n g rooms, open-shelf collections, bib-

l iographical assistance, exhibits, etc., have 

proved general ly inadequate to the task. 

Promise of a closer approach to the goal 

of f u l l integrat ion is given in t w o recent 

t rends: ( i ) funct ional bui ld ing plans, in 

w h i c h attempts are made to br ing materials 

and their users more nearly together, and to 

create a kind of laboratory s i tuat ion; and 

( 2 ) a broader conception of the l ibrary 's 

teaching funct ion, under w h i c h "scholars 

. . . interested in the techniques of teach-

i n g " 1 0 w o u l d be appointed to the l ibrary 

staff . 

W h a t e v e r means are adopted, h o w e v e r , it 

seems probable that the promotion of a 

m e a n i n g f u l and prolific use of f i lms involves 

no greater difficulties than those w h i c h arise 

in helping to f o r w a r d an effect ive use of 

printed materials . 

L i b r a r i a n s w h o have denied admittance 

of f i lms to their service schemes, bel ieving a 

w o r k a b l e correlat ion w i t h institutional aims 

and w i t h older tools of communicat ion to be 

impossible, have for the most part acted in 

good fa i th. Some, h o w e v e r , conscious of 

h a v i n g fa l len short of their integrat ional 

goals, have not cared to embrace w h a t seems 

an impediment w h i c h m i g h t deepen their 

sense of fa i lure . 

H o w e v e r m u c h one m a y be inclined to 

sympathize w i t h this v iewpoint , it seems 

obvious that l ibrarians have an obl igat ion to 

take a larger v i e w in the matter . I f f i lms 

are real ly appropriate l ibrary materials , and 

if needs for them exist on the campus, the 

challenges of f i lm-and-book integrat ion 

must be met w i t h all the resources and skill 

that the l ibrarian can br ing to bear. 

10 Land, William G., "Functional College Library ." 
Journal of Higher Education 18:91, February 1947. 
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Budgets and Facilities 

T h e core of a n o t h e r m a j o r area of oppo-

sition to e d u c a t i o n a l f i lms is the content ion 

that l imited b u d g e t s and faci l i t ies do not 

permit their addi t ion to the service pat terns 

of a c a d e m i c l ibraries . Rea l i s t i c considera-

tions are i n v o l v e d here w h i c h no l ibrar ian 

can a f f o r d to m i n i m i z e . 

A n inf lexible physical p lant m a y effec-

t ive ly b lock the i n t r o d u c t i o n of l i b r a r y f i lm 

service. F e w l i b r a r y bui ld ings , h o w e v e r , 

are so c o m p l e t e l y u n a m e n a b l e to c h a n g e that 

a r e s o u r c e f u l l ibrar ian w i l l be unable to 

improvise q u a r t e r s f o r this n e w service. In 

its e m b r y o stages a f i lm service requires 

l i t t le space, and the faci l i t ies prov ided need 

not be e laborate . 

I f the d e m a n d f o r f i lm service increases 

g r e a t l y , m o r e space w i l l probably be re-

quired . S u c h a d e m a n d w i l l p r o v i d e a sig-

nif icant measure c f jus t i f i cat ion both for the 

init ial space a l l o t t e d and f o r e x p a n d e d quar-

ters, and at the same t ime r e i n f o r c e the 

l ibrar ian 's o r i g i n a l decision to add f i lms to 

the service design of his l i b r a r y . If no such 

d e m a n d arises, it w i l l be c lear that the 

l ibrar ian has m i s j u d g e d c a m p u s needs or 

that he and his staff h a v e fa i led to apply 

proper s t i m u l u s in p r o m o t i n g film use. 

B u d g e t a r y l imi tat ions m a y also const i tute 

a serious obstacle to s t a r t i n g film service in a 

co l lege or u n i v e r s i t y l i b r a r y . T h o s e w h o 

plead the case of films in l ibrary service pat-

terns readi ly a d m i t that their i n t r o d u c t i o n 

cal ls f o r increased budgets . F i l m prints are 

sti l l re la t ive ly expensive , and the necessary 

e q u i p m e n t f o r s torage and inspection is 

cost ly . 

A l i b r a r y b u d g e t is not , h o w e v e r , m e r e l y 

an a p p r o p r i a t e d sum of m o n e y w h i c h the 

l ibrar ian parcels out f o r v a r i o u s types of 

expendi tures . I t is, or should be, a care-

f u l l y f o r m u l a t e d p lan of service expressed 

in terms of w h a t that service w i l l cost. 

B u d g e t requests based upon some m y t h i c a l 

" r i g h t " of the l ibrary to a s t ipulated per-

centage of the tota l inst i tut ional b u d g e t , or 

upon some a r b i t r a r y per capita rate, are en-

t i re ly unreal ist ic , and should be replaced by 

p a i n s t a k i n g l y p r o j e c t e d figures based upon 

ascerta inable costs of c o n t e m p l a t e d service 

I f the l ibrar ian acts upon this budgetary 

phi losophy, the w e a v i n g of e d u c a t i o n a l 

films into his service p a t t e r n w i l l depend 

l a r g e l y upon the q u a l i t y of a r g u m e n t s he 

submits to a d m i n i s t r a t i v e officials in just i-

f y i n g the n e w service. 

Summary: Opportunity or Responsibility? 

A l t h o u g h keenly a w a r e of their responsi-

bi l i ty f o r p r o v i d i n g m a t e r i a l s needed for in-

s t ruct ion and research, a c a d e m i c l i b r a r i a n s 

do not a l w a y s agree as to w h a t m a t e r i a l s are 

ent i re ly appropr iate in their sphere of serv-

ice. I t is d o u b t f u l that v e r y m a n y seriously 

bel ieve their p r o v i n c e conf ined to pr int , but 

f e w have w i d e n e d the service bases of their 

l ibraries to inc lude films and other n o n b o o k 

m a t e r i a l s . 

T h e e d u c a t i o n a l film is c l e a r l y al l ied 

both in f u n c t i o n and substance to those 

o lder m e d i a of c o m m u n i c a t i o n w h i c h h a v e 

ga ined universa l sanct ion as l i b r a r y m a -

terials . A s an i n s t r u m e n t possessing u n i q u e 

v i r t u e s in d isseminat ing f a c t s and ideas, the 

film's a l r e a d y substant ia l role seems des-

tined to increase in scope and i m p o r t a n c e . 

I t is probable that its i n t e g r a t i o n w i t h 

m a n y - f a c e t e d c u r r i c u l a can be accompl ished 

w i t h no m o r e di f f icul ty than that of o t h e r 

i n s t r u c t i o n a l and research mater ia ls . 

T h e advisabi l i ty of i n c l u d i n g films in an 

a c a d e m i c l i b r a r y w o u l d seem t h e r e f o r e to 

rest upon discernible realit ies w h i c h exist 

w i t h i n the service area of the i n d i v i d u a l 

l i b r a r y . O n c e c o n v i n c e d that films are 

appropr iate mater ia ls , the l ibrar ian w h o rec-

o g n i z e s f a c u l t y and s tudent needs f o r films 

is in a s t r o n g position to ask his adminis t ra-

(Continued on page 150) 
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Revision of the "Shaw List" 
Las t summer the wr i t e r was asked by 

W y m a n Pa rke r , chai rman of the A .C .R .L . 
College Librar ies Section, to head a committee 
to study the need for revising the List of Books 
for College Libraries ( " S h a w Li s t " ) and to 
explore ways and means for such revision. 

All l ibrar ians are earnestly asked to express 
their views to the committee. N o question-
naire will be sent as it is felt that the volun-
tary response to this appeal will be a more 
valid measure of interest in the project . 

T h e "Shaw Lis t , " so-called because it was 
compiled and edited by Char les B. Shaw, was 
published in 1931 by A.L.A. Publication was 
made possible through a g ran t f rom the C a r -
negie Corpora t ion of N e w York . At that 
time the Corpora t ion was engaged in making a 
large scale distr ibution of funds to aid in the 
development and s trengthening of college book 
resources. Because there was no reliable s tand-
ard for evaluating college book holdings fo r 
guidance in making grants , the Corpora t ion 
named an advisory group, headed by Wi l l i am 
W a r n e r Bishop, to prepare a list that would 
serve as a s tandard . T h e list was prepared 
for the group by M r . Shaw. 

T h e "Shaw Lis t" served its immediate pur-
pose so admirably that , in the two decades 
following its publication, it became generally 
accepted as a basic and vital tool for measur -
ing the quality of college l ibrary book collec-
tions and as a buying guide for building up 
weak collections. T h e original list numbered 
about 14,000 titles and a supplement, appear-
ing in 1938, added nearly 8,000 titles. Ap-
propriateness and usefulness for underg radu-
ate student reference and study were the 
principal cr i ter ia for selection and the final 
list represented the combined judgment of a 
considerable number of distinguished scholars, 
educators and l ibrarians. 

I t has become increasingly evident that the 
"Shaw Lis t" is growing obsolete as an evaluat-
ing s tandard and buying guide. If continued 

to be used for these purposes it must be brought 
up-to-date and a permanent policy fo r revision 
established; hence, the appointment of the 
"Shaw Lis t " Revision Commit tee . Serving 
with the w r i t e r on this committee are J a n e t 
Agnew, H e r b e r t Ans tae t t and Elkan Buchal-
ter . These Pennsylvania l ibrar ians were 
chosen because of their nearness to Swar th -
more College, where the original list was born, 
and because their geographic proximity makes 
committee meetings easy. 

T h e U.S. Office of Educat ion reports that 
there are more than 1800 small colleges in this 
country. I t is to these small colleges tha t 
such a list is likely to prove most useful . T h e 
committee 's first task, then, is to find out 
whether the l ibrarians of these 1800 colleges 
do actually w a n t such a list. If so, do they 
wan t a completely new "Shaw List ," a sup-
plement to the present list, or, perhaps, a quite 
different kind of l ist? F o r example, the new 
list, if needed, might be on the order of the 
H . W . Wi l son Company 's Standard Catalogs 
with monthly and annual cumulat ive supple-
ments ; it might be merely a checklist of the 
principal reference books and periodicals, like 
that published by the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Secondary Schools; or it might 
be completely revised every four or five years 
and supplemented by an A.C .R .L . monthly re-
view publication on the order of The Booklist. 

W h e n the general sentiment with respect to 
these problems has been determined, the com-
mittee will, if necessary, explore ways and 
means for financing publication of the list, 
make recommendat ions for revision proce-
dures, and furnish a list of candidates fo r the 
task of directing and editing the actual work 
of revision. 

Le t us have your opinions and your ideas, 
however conservative, reactionary, radical, 
revolut ionary or impossible they may seem.— 
Lee C. Brown, Pennsylvania Military College 
Library, Chester. 

Films in the Academic Library 
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tive superiors for increased funds and to demic community is well established. If a 
buttress his request with sound arguments. good, separate agency has already been estab-

Centralization as a basic principle in the lished, the librarian should probably do no 
h a n d l i n g of educa t iona l f i lms in the aca- (Continued on page 166) 
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Appointments 
Doro thy Larsen , fo rmer ly on the staff of 

the T e a c h e r s College L ib ra ry at Columbia 
Universi ty, is now L ib ra r i an of W e s t m a r 
College, L e M a r s , Iowa . 

H e n r y C. Has t ings lef t the l ibrary of 
Brown Universi ty to accept appointment as 
reference l ibrar ian of Kenyon College, G a m -
bier, Ohio. 

H o w a r d W . Wi l l i ams is head of the Circu-
lation D e p a r t m e n t at Swar thmore College 
L ibra ry . H e was former ly on the l ibrary staff 
of Teache r s College, Columbia Universi ty. 

Fo r r e s t F . C a r h a r t , J r . , was appointed as-

sistant director of l ibraries at the Universi ty 
of Denver . P r i o r to coming to Denver , he 
was loan l ibrar ian at I o w a State College 
L ibra ry . 

M r s . Mignon E. Eliot was appointed li-
b ra r ian in charge of the reserve room at the 
Universi ty of Denver . M r s . Eliot was most 
recently l ibrar ian at Miss Hutchinson 's 
School, Memphis , T e n n . 

Car ly le Stickler has accepted a position as 
documents l ibrar ian at S tanford Universi ty. 

LaVel le Cox is supervisor of the Periodicals 
Section at the Pr inceton Universi ty Library . 

Retirement 
Edi th M . Coul te r ret ired a f t e r 42 years of 

service in university l ibraries. F r o m 1907 to 
1911 she was in the Reference D e p a r t m e n t at 
S tanford . A f t e r tha t time she was in the 

Universi ty of Cal i forn ia L ib ra ry at Berkeley, 
f irst in the Reference Depa r tmen t , and then 
as a member of the faculty of the School of 
Librar ianship . 

Necrology 
Beatrice Barker , for 30 years head cata-

loger in the Universi ty of Oregon Library , 
died in 1949. 

Rober t J . Conklin, l ibrar ian and professor 
of English at Springfield College, Springfield, 
Mass . , died on or about Dec. 25, 1949, in 
t ragic circumstances. Led by his interest in 
problems of social and internat ional under -
standing, he had accepted a Fu lb r igh t g ran t 
to teach fo r a year in the Universi ty of the 

Philippines, where he had previously served as 
head of the English Depa r tmen t . D u r i n g the 
Chr i s tmas vacation, he and his companion, a 
geographer f rom the university staff, while 
engaged in a scientific expedition into the 
l i t t le-known, mounta inous region of nor the rn 
Luzon, were killed by bandits. P r i o r to his 
appointment to the staff of Springfield Col-
lege in 1936, he had taught English at Penn 
State, Pu rdue , and M u h l e n b e r g College. 

Recent Personnel Changes in Foreign Libraries 
Berna rd Kett le , fo rmer ly director of the 

Gui ldhal l Library , London, died Aug. 9, 1949. 
D r . H a n s Hanse l was appointed provisional 

director of the F u l d a Landesbibliothek on 

Aug. 1, 1949. 
D r . Simon Hopfl, director of the Bibliothek 

der Technischen Hochschule in Munich , died 
on Oct . 18, 1949.—Lawrence S. Thompson. 

Films in the Academic Library 
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m o r e t h a n to effect a co r re l a t ion of the li-
b r a ry ' s act ivi t ies w i t h those of the f i lm 
cen te r . 

I f , on the o t h e r h a n d , t he d e p a r t m e n t s of 
the in s t i t u t ion a re a t t e m p t i n g to mee t the i r 
film needs w i t h i nadequa t e resources, w i t h -
ou t any p l an fo r c o o r d i n a t i n g m a t e r i a l s a n d 

equ ipmen t , t he need f o r cons t ruc t ive ac t ion 
is m a n i f e s t . T h e l i b r a r i an m a y then jus t i -
f iably believe t h a t he has n o t on ly a n oppor-
t u n i t y b u t a genu ine responsibi l i ty f o r secur-
ing necessary f u n d s f o r a c en t r a l i z ed f i lm 
service w h i c h w i l l adequa te ly mee t t he 
needs of the c o m m u n i t y . 

166 COLLEGE AND RESEARCH LIBRARIES 




