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' - p o CONSTRUCT and equip, even on a 

modest basis, a co l lege l ibrary in the 

year 1 9 5 0 for e ight- f ive cents a cubic f o o t 

is an a c c o m p l i s h m e n t of g r e a t s ignif icance. 

E v e r since the r e v i v a l of interest in the 

Snead m e t h o d of m o d u l a r construct ion in 

1 9 4 3 , cubic costs of this size have been dis-

cussed but not achieved. T h u s , l ibrar ians 

and architects w i l l n o w t u r n to the N o r t h 

D a k o t a A g r i c u l t u r a l C o l l e g e to see h o w it 

can be done. 

T h i s b u i l d i n g w i l l be ready f o r occu-

pancy late in the s u m m e r of 1950. I t con-

tains t w o stories plus a f u l l basement . Its 

dimensions are 1 1 5 ' x 1 6 0 ' , w i t h a floor to 

floor dimension of 1 0 ' 1 " . I t conta ins 44,000 

square feet and 5 5 0 , 0 0 0 cubic feet . T h e 

m o d u l e s are 2 2 ' 6 " square. T h e sum of 

$500,000 w a s ava i lab le for the s t r u c t u r e 

and e q u i p m e n t . 

T h e firm of W m . F . Kur lce and Associ -

ates in F a r g o w e r e the archi tects and Snead 

& C o m p a n y suppl ied the steel s t r u c t u r e . 

E q u i p m e n t and f u r n i t u r e are be ing pur-

chased f r o m several firms. 

T h e a r c h i t e c t u r a l s ty le of the b u i l d i n g s 

on the N o r t h D a k o t a A g r i c u l t u r a l C o l l e g e 

c a m p u s f o l l o w s no s ingle m o t i f . T h u s , the 

archi tects w e r e f ree to design a l i b r a r y en-

t i re ly f r o m the inside out , w i t h o u t be ing 

required to m o l d the exter ior shape to con-

f o r m , w i t h a r e s u l t i n g loss of e c o n o m y , to 

s o m e t h i n g other than w h a t the inter ior dic-

tated. T h e beauty of the b u i l d i n g thus 

derives f r o m its complete t r u t h f u l n e s s . B u t 

this is not the w h o l e s tory . W i t h o u t skil l-

f u l architects to create good proport ion , l ine 

and mass, the b u i l d i n g w o u l d not be beauti-

f u l . A n d w i t h o u t s k i l l f u l use of co lor and 

good f u r n i t u r e , the interior m i g h t be un-

pleasant. F o r t u n a t e l y , our achitects have 

had the necessary skil l , and taste, and sense 

of design. 

L i g h t i n g in the n e w b u i l d i n g w i l l be 

L o u v e r a l l , w h i c h is expensive to instal l , but 

w h i c h in real i ty is not expensive w h e n all 

costs are taken into considerat ion. 

V e n t i l a t i o n and h e a t i n g is p r o v i d e d , us ing 

the Snead system, t h r o u g h the h o l l o w 

c o l u m n s and girders . A l t e r n a t e c o l u m n s 

supply and exhaust the air in each m o d u l e . 

I t is interest ing that the steel s t r u c t u r e w a s 

erected in 10 w o r k i n g days. T h e exter ior 

w a l l s are of brick and h o l l o w tile separated 

by one inch of spun glass insulat ion. F l o o r -

ing w i l l be asphalt tile and f u r n i t u r e finish 

w i l l be a l ight oak. 

T h e first floor—35 m o d u l e s — i n c l u d e s a 

l o w e r division r e a d i n g r o o m — 1 0 m o d u l e s ; 

a s t u d e n t l o u n g e — 3 m o d u l e s ; a stack area 

— 8 m o d u l e s ; c l a s s r o o m — 2 m o d u l e s ; staff 

l o u n g e , seminars, c o n f e r e n c e rooms, hal ls , 

entrances, s t a i r w a y s and f a c u l t y s t u d i e s — 9 

m o d u l e s . 

T h e second floor inc ludes a n o t h e r r e a d i n g 

r o o m — 8 m o d u l e s ; a per iodical r o o m — 4 
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m o d u l e s ; s tack a r e a — 6 m o d u l e s ; c o n f e r e n c e 

and seminar r o o m s — 4 m o d u l e s ; staff 

l o u n g e — 1 m o d u l e ; offices ( o r d e r , c a t a l o g 

and per iodica l c h e c k i n g r o o m ) — 5 m o d u l e s ; 

a n d hal ls , l o a n desk, c a r d c a t a l o g , stairs 

and f a c u l t y l o u n g e — 8 m o d u l e s . 

E a c h r e a d i n g r o o m c o n t a i n s cubic les of 

the c o n v e n t i o n a l type, tables of v a r i o u s 

shapes and r e a d i n g r o o m carre ls . S o m e of 

the cubic les and r e a d i n g r o o m carre ls w i l l 

be s o u n d p r o o f e d w i t h c o r k to p e r m i t t y p i n g 

in the r e a d i n g rooms. T h e l i b r a r y plans to 

rent t y p e w r i t e r s . 

B o o k s h e l v e s in the r e a d i n g rooms w i l l not 

be dispersed a r o u n d the w a l l s , b u t instead 

w i l l be c o n c e n t r a t e d , and the re ference and 

reserve books w i l l be located near the re-

serve and r e f e r e n c e desks. T h e a r r a n g e m e n t 

of f u r n i t u r e and e q u i p m e n t w i l l be i n f o r m a l . 

F u t u r e expans ion w i l l be both v e r t i c a l 

and h o r i z o n t a l . F o o t i n g s p e r m i t one f u l l 

s tory to be a d d e d v e r t i c a l l y , and adequate 

space exists f o r indef ini te h o r i z o n t a l g r o w t h . 

T h e r e is, of course, n o one best w a y to 

bui ld a l i b r a r y because loca l needs, tradi-

tions, a n d condi t ions v a r y . B u t w h e r e there 

is a m i n i m u m of r e s t r i c t i n g precondit ions , 

w e bel ieve t h a t l i b r a r i a n s w h o need a m a x i -

m u m a m o u n t of usable a n d pleasant w o r k -

i n g space f o r each d o l l a r invested, w i l l f ind 

a desirable p a t t e r n in the l i b r a r y of the 

N o r t h D a k o t a A g r i c u l t u r a l co l lege . 

A s soon as the b u i l d i n g is open f o r service 

in the f a l l of 1 9 5 0 , w e invi te vis i tors . I n 

the m e a n w h i l e , m u c h i n f o r m a t i o n on con-

s truct ion m e t h o d s can be ga ined f r o m an on-

the-site inspect ion. C e r t a i n l y , those w h o 

said " i t c a n ' t be d o n e " w i l l have d i f f i cu l ty in 

e x p l a i n i n g a w a y that w h i c h they can see 

w i t h their o w n eyes. 

Current Trends in the College Reserve Room 
(Continued from page 124) 

has a lways been that this keeps reserve books 

close to the other material on the subject. 

T h i s great faith in the classification scheme 

astounds me, and even if it w e r e true that 

the reserve shelf actually lands in the midst 

of all the other important l i terature on the 

subject, I would still feel that this has no 

part icular merit as the students do not have 

time to shuttle back and forth f r o m reserve 

books to other books in the course of the 

day's reading. L a s t year approximately 

10,000 volumes w e r e on reserve during the 

year . 

L i k e many other l ibrarians, I v iew the re-

serve system w i t h a jaundiced eye. In many 

cases, all that is established is an anthology 

which does not seem very f a r f r o m a text-

book to me. A s our entire l ibrary is open 

shelf, w e have no w a y of knowing how much 

individual books are used. I am wi l l ing to 

bet, however , that 50 per cent of the books 

would have served their purposes better f r o m 

the regular shelves. Pressure does build up 

for a relatively small number of books and 

the control of these is extremely difficult. 

W e cannot know about this pressure until 

the book has been stolen or hidden. 

W h i l e I hate to revert to the old type of 

closed reserves, I do wish w e could central ize 

our reserves on open shelves and establish a 

simple charging system for use in the building 

as w e l l as for use overnight . 1 3 

13 The reserve systems of Stephens and Vassar are so 
atypical that no statistics for these two libraries have 
been included in this survey. 
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