
addition to tha t genre of reference work 
whose purpose it is to give the l ibrary pat ron 
a good s t a r t t oward the mastery of a subject 
in which he expects to have a sustained inter-
est. I t fits into that category which already 
contains, in addition to a large number of 
works in historiography, such items as 
Lout t i t ' s Handbook of Psychological Litera-
ture, Mel lon ' s Chemical Publications, Soule's 
Library Guide for the Chemist, and Pa rke ' s 
Guide to the Literature of Mathematics and 
Physics. 

As a bibliographical s t a r t for the wr i t e r 
of a te rm paper or a full-fledged dissertation 
in educational history, it does its w o r k well . 
T h e r e are few ommissions of which the re-
viewer would wish to complain. Among the 
compiler 's oversights are The Literature of 
Adult Education, by Beals and Brody, and the 
issue of the Review of Educational Research 
(Oc tobe r 1936) on the " H i s t o r y of Educat ion 
and Compara t ive Educat ion ." I tem 290 of 
D r . Br ickman's bibliography leads the reader 
to the issue of Review of Educational Re-
search which covers the same field for the 
years 1936 to 1939, but somehow omits the 
basic bibliography published three years previ-
ous. Needless to say, there is a g rea t deal 
of overlapping between the 1936 Review of 
Educational Research, which offers 975 
bibliographical items, and the book under 
review at the moment . I t should also be 
noted that the fo rmer , because of its running 
commentary and subject breakdowns, is in 
many respects a more usable bibliography 
than D r . Brickman's . T h e Guide approach 
(which lists items by fo rm of issue) must cer-
tainly relinquish many of the advantages of 
subject and period divisions. 

T h e au thor feels tha t his detailed table of 
contents and subject index ( to the bibliogra-
phy only) obviate this difficulty and, in fact, 
"make a complete index unnecessary." F r o m 
the user 's point of view, no index could be too 
complete. F o r al though the bibliographical 

items and their annotat ions reveal " t ime" and 
"place" values excellently, the index does not 
light the way to them well enough. M a n y 
of D r . Brickman's ablest critical evaluations 
of individual sources appear in the textual 
portion of his book. An expansion of the 
index to include these would great ly enhance 
the value of the book wi thout substantially 
increasing its bulk. 

T h o s e who look to this Guide for assistance 
in the area of l ibrary history—which, a f t e r 
all, is a branch of educational history—will be 
disappointed with its meager coverage. T h e 
five monographic works in l ibrary history 
which D r . Brickman has included are ap-
parently selected for their broad coverage and 
because they meet the requirements of modern 
historical scholarship. T h e y afford a fine 
entree into some aspects of l ibrary history but 
are not sufficient. I t would be helpful if, in 
a f u t u r e edition, the compiler could at least do 
more with the bibliography of l ibrary history. 
H e has not even listed Cannon 's Bibliography 
of Library Economy and the volumes of Li-
brary Literature which bring it up to date. 

Perhaps we should not complain so much 
of neglect when we ourselves are guilty of 
having neglected to investigate thoroughly 
the past of our profession. T h e r e is a 
special need for guilt feelings in a group 
which is so well t rained to handle source 
materials . I t is surely overoptimistic to hope 
that education for l ibrarianship, in its cu r ren t 
transit ion toward a g rea te r concern with 
principles and backgrounds, will emphasize the 
research point of view. One hint given last 
year by President H a r o l d T a y l o r of Sarah 
Lawrence College, at a meeting of the N e w 
Y o r k L ib ra ry Club, is that it may be possi-
ble to do a sizable par t of the job of t ra ining 
for the profession by requir ing l ibrary school 
students to do meaningful subject projects 
which involve the extensive use of well-
arranged libraries.—Sidney Ditzion, College 
of the City of New York Library. 

Communications Research 
Communications Research, 1948-49. Edited 

by Pau l F . Laza r s fe ld and F r a n k N . Stan-
ton. N e w York , H a r p e r and Brothers , 
1949. xviii, 332p. $4-50. 
Inasmuch as the editors of this third 

volume of a series begun in 1941 under the 
title of Radio Research have found it de-
sirable to use a more general t e rm for the 
title of the first pos twar volume, it should 
be interesting and instructive to make at 
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least a casual comparison between this volume 
and the two which preceded it. T h e editors ' 
justification for the change in title is made in 
these words f rom the pre face : " T h e tech-
niques which are used to study the at t i tudes 
of readers are similar to those by which radio 
listeners are investigated. W e unders tand the 
audience s t ruc ture of one medium better if we 
use for comparison data available on all the 
others. I t was, therefore , finally decided tha t 
now that the publication of the series is re-
sumed they would use the more general title 
'Communicat ions Research ' ." 

An examination of the first volume 1 reveals 
a content of six studies, of which five are 
specifically concerned with rad io ; fou r of 
these are concerned entirely with radio. T h e 
fifth, entitled "Radio and the Press Among 
Young People," is concerned with the compe-
tition of radio wi th another medium in the 
purveyance of news to young people. A sixth 
study, entitled " T h e Popula r Mus i c In-
dustry," touches on radio as one of the media 
through which a song comes popular . I t 
seems clear tha t this first volume of Radio 
Research was indeed concerned entirely with 
radio. 

T h e second volume2 contains a total of 
17 studies, of which 14 are concerned entirely 
and exclusively with radio. T w o others ex-
amined research techniques which are ap-
plicable to radio and other media, and were 
not specifically related to radio. A third en-
titled "Biographies in Popu la r M a g a z i n e s " is 
a study of another medium entirely and is not 
related to radio at all. Four teen out of 17 
is a high proport ion and the title Radio Re-
search is clearly justified. 

Looking now to the volume at hand, we 
find tha t it contains eight studies, of which 
only three are concerned specifically wi th 
radio. T h r e e others are studies of other 
media ; namely, comic magazines, newspapers, 
and general magazines. T h e two remaining 
studies are concerned with analyses of re-
search techniques, which are related no more 
to radio than to any other medium. T h e 
contents of this new volume seem to amply 
jus t i fy the use of the broader title of Com-
munications Research. 

1 Laza r s f e ld , Pau l F . , and S tan ton , F r a n k N. Radio 
Research, 1941. New York. Duell , Sloan and Pearce , 
1941. 

2 Laza r s f e ld , Pau l F . , and S t a n t o n , F r a n k N. Radio 
Research, 1942-43. New York, Duel l , Sloan and Pearce , 
1944. 

Since more than a third of the book's 332 
pages is concerned with the medium of radio, 
it is well to consider these studies first. 
Probably the most important is called "An 
Analysis of Radio P rog ramming" by Kenneth 
Baker, who describes in considerable detail the 
p rogram pat tern obtaining on a stratified ran-
dom sample of 85 members of the Na t iona l 
Association of Broadcasters during the third 
week in November 1946. M a n y detailed 
tables are ult imately summarized in the fol-
lowing fashion: Very nearly half of all radio 
programs are musical in character . M o r e 
than half of this musical time is devoted to 
popular music. D r a m a t i c programs occupy 
second place in the field of programming, 
while third place goes to news and news 
commentary. T h e 85 stations were found 
to be heavily dependent upon ne twork pro-
grams. I t was found tha t about one-third 
of radio time is not sponsored and that about 
14 per cent of the total time on the air 
is devoted to commercial announcements. 
These facts and information are presented for 
w h a t they may be wor th to the industry as 
a base upon which to measure such changes 
in programming as may occur in f u t u r e years. 
T h e study makes no judgment as to whe ther 
this par t icular pa t te rn of p rogramming is 
good, bad or indifferent. 

T h e second study concerned with radio, en-
titled "Research for Act ion" was conducted 
by the senior editor and Helen Dine rman , 
who are here concerned entirely with the 
weekday morning radio audience; or, more 
accurately, with a potential morning audience 
which for one reason or another does not 
bother listening to the radio. T h e research 
was directed to the general objective of pro-
viding a program of action for broadcasters 
to bring these recalci trants into the fold. 
T h a t this should be considered a wor th-whi le 
objective is reflected in the fact tha t 37 per 
cent of a sample of 2650 women insisted 
tha t they never listen to the radio on week-
day mornings. 

M a j o r attention was given to this group of 
nonlisteners, result ing in the discovery tha t 
they fall into four fair ly clearly definable 
types. Eighteen per cent are nonlisteners 
because their morning activities take them to 
par ts of the house where they cannot hear 
the radio. T h e authors are not sure w h a t 
to do about this group, but suggest that it 
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might be possible fo r local radio s ta t ions to 
offer the services of a household engineer to 
advise these nonl is teners on the best location 
f o r their radio. 

A n o t h e r group , amoun t ing to 58 per cent of 
the nonlis teners , w a s found to have a one-
t r ack mind. T h a t is, they claim they are 
unable to listen to the radio and do their 
w o r k s imul taneously . Being somewha t con-
scientious, they chose to do their w o r k . T h e 
suggested solution is be t te r p r o g r a m m i n g 
which will cause these l is teners to neglect 
their w o r k . 

A third group, amoun t ing to 12 per cent 
of the nonlis teners , is r e f e r r e d to as a " r ad io 
resisters g roup . " T h e s e people apparent ly 
do not like radio at all and the a u t h o r s of 
this s tudy w r i t e them off as impossible to 
reach. T h e f o u r t h g roup is r e f e r r e d to as 
the " p r o g r a m resis ters g roup , " which ac-
counts for ano ther 12 per cent of nonlis teners . 
T h i s small g roup of w o m e n do not listen to 
the radio in the morn ing because they do not 
like the p r o g r a m m i n g and do not mind saying 
so. 

R a t h e r than being enti t led "Resea rch fo r 
Act ion ," this pa r t i cu l a r s tudy wou ld be t te r 
have been called "Resea rch wi th a P u r p o s e . " 
T h e au thor s a r e concerned not so much wi th 
s tudying a s i tuat ion or wi th discovering a new 
p a t t e r n of activity, as they a re w i th seeking 
ways and means of a t t r ac t ing more people to 
the i r loudspeakers . T h i s is, w e suppose, a 
good enough object ive fo r a research depa r t -
men t of a radio ne twork , but m u s t be looked 
a t somewha t askance as an objective of a 
universi ty research bu reau . 

T h e th i rd s tudy concerned wi th radio, 
w r i t t e n by Alex Inkeles, is enti t led "Domes t i c 
Broadcas t ing in the U .S .S .R . " and describes 
the his tory of Russ ian radio f r o m its begin-
ning to compara t ive ly recent t imes. I t is 
essentially a synthesis of the au tho r ' s experi-
ence wi th domestic Russ ian radio and ma te r i a l 
var iously available in pr int . De ta i l ed and 
complete, it covers such aspects of rad io as 
adminis t ra t ion , the broadcas t ing ne twork , 
rad io reception, p r o g r a m m i n g and p r o g r a m 
policy, the radio audience, and concludes wi th 
the place of radio in the Soviet system. C a r e -
fu l reading of this we l l - in tegra ted synthesis 
wil l do much t o w a r d developing an u n d e r -
s tanding of the w a y in which an a u t h o r i t a r i a n 
s ta te can bend a medium of communica t ion to 

the f u r t h e r a n c e of s ta te policy. 
In a s tudy entit led " T h e Chi ldren T a l k 

about Comics ," K a t h e r i n e M . W o l f and 
M a r j o r i e Fisk go beyond the sound and the 
f u r y which educa tors and pa ren t s have been 
raising about the effects of comic book read-
ing, to ask the chi ldren w h a t they think of 
the comic books they find in thei r society and 
to which they are so easily and constant ly 
exposed. T h e s tudy is based on hour - long 
interviews wi th a ca re fu l ly s t ra t i f ied sample 
of 104 chi ldren be tween the ages of seven and 
17, m o r e than half of w h o m w e r e ei ther 11 
or 12 years old. T h e study is r emarkab ly 
f r e e of tables and cha r t s and d r a w s a good 
deal of its in teres t and significance f r o m quo-
ta t ions f r o m the chi ldren 's comments about 
comics in general , about their pa ren t s ' a t t i -
tudes t o w a r d them, and about specific comic 
book titles. I t seems c lear f r o m the s tudy 
tha t children go th rough a fa i r ly r egu la r 
p a t t e r n of comic book reading which affects 
some more than others , but is fa i r ly common 
to all. T h e au tho r s conclude t ha t comics 
sa t is fy a rea l developmenta l need in no rma l 
chi ldren and are h a r m f u l only fo r children 
who a re a l ready m a l a d j u s t e d and susceptible 
to h a r m . 

I t is an ill wind tha t does not b low some 
good, and the pa ra lyz ing s t r ike of newspaper 
d i s t r ibu tors against eight m a j o r N e w Y o r k 
newspapers fo r 17 days in J u n e 1945, served 
as a golden oppor tuni ty fo r B e r n a r d Bere l -
son to find out w h e t h e r missing the newspaper 
m a d e any difference to the people of N e w 
Y o r k . H i s resul ts a re interest ing and signifi-
cant to those concerned wi th the sociology of 
reading. 

M o s t people he asked w e r e very su re tha t it 
is impor t an t t ha t people read newspapers 
every day, but very f ew of them w e r e able 
to indicate specific news of impor tance they 
had been reading be fo re the str ike, which 
they w e r e then missing. O u r society seems 
to have developed an a u r a of respectabili ty 
about reading to the extent t h a t people wi th -
ou t their newspaper , and thus having nothing 
to read, had a sense of was t ing their t ime. 
People feel t ha t it is somehow immora l to 
w a s t e t ime, and tha t t ime is not was t ed if 
one is reading, because read ing per se, is 
wor thwh i l e . In Bere lson ' s words , it may be 
said tha t " the act of reading itself provides 
cer ta in basic sat isfact ion, w i t h o u t p r ima ry re-
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gard for the content of the reading ma t t e r . " 
In addition to the usual reasons for reading 
a newspaper, which may be listed, ( i ) for 
information, (2 ) as a tool for daily living, 
(3) for respite, and (4 ) fo r social prestige, 
Berelson found that many readers use the 
newspaper as a source of security. O n e man, 
for example, reported that he fel t uneasy "be-
cause I don' t know w h a t I am missing—and 
when I don' t know I wor ry . " A newspaper, 
in short , "is missed because it serves as a 
source of security in a disturbing wor ld , " and, 
"because the reading of the newspaper has 
become a ceremonial or ritualistic or near -
compulsive act for many people." 

T h e third study of media other than radio 
is concerned with the popular magazines and 
the extent to which their readers overlap 
one another . T h e study, wr i t t en by Babette 
Kass, is based on the 5344 women in Iowa 
who were interviewed in connection with a 
study of the I o w a radio audience. T h e study 
considers directly the 17 magazines which at 
least 200 women indicated they read regu-
larly. Since it is generally assumed to be 
t rue tha t a man is known by the reading he 
does, so is a woman known by the magazine 
she reads. In order for such a generalization 
to have meaning for social research, however, 
it is necessary to develop an index of the 
cul tura l value of periodicals so that we can 
know precisely w h a t it does mean when it is 
discovered tha t a given individual or group 
regular ly reads the American Magazine or 
the American Mercury. T h i s study provides 
an approach to such a cu l tu ra l index fo r the 
magazines under examination. 

T h e two studies devoted to research tech-
niques are too detailed and too technical in 
na tu re to w a r r a n t fu l l description here. T h e 
first of these, by Patr ic ia L . Kendal l and 
Kather ine M . W o l f , entitled " T h e Analysis 
of Devian t Cases in Communicat ions Re-
search," is a description of an apparently 
successful a t tempt to make hay of the deviant 
cases in a research study which are usually 
a source of embarrassment to the researcher . 
T h e authors find tha t special analysis of 
deviant cases serves two basic research func-
t ions: " ( 1 ) to discover additional relevant 
factors , and (2 ) to refine the measurement 
of fac tors already considered." 

T h e other study of research technique is 
by Rober t K. M e r t o n and is entitled 
" P a t t e r n s of Inf luence: A Study of I n t e r -
personal Influence and of Communicat ions 
Behavior in a Local Communi ty ." In the 
words of the author , the aim of this pilot 
study was f o u r f o l d : " ( 1 ) to identify types of 
people regarded as variously ' influential ' by 
their fe l lows; (2 ) to relate pa t te rns of com-
munications behavior to their roles as in-
fluential persons; (3 ) to gain clues to the 
chief avenues through which they came to 
acquire influence; and (4) to set out 
hypotheses for more systematic study of the 
workings of interpersonal influence in the 
local community." T h e author considers this 
to be an exploratory study focused upon the 
sociology of mass communication in relation 
to interpersonal influence. I t is based pri-
marily on interviews of 86 men and women 
f rom diverse social and economic s t ra ta in a 
town of 11,000 on the eastern seaboard. 
T h u s it is more a succession of case studies 
than a statistical analysis. Still, it serves 
very well the purpose of pointing out the 
painstaking care and diligence necessary to a 
study of interpersonal relations. And it goes 
a long way toward providing evidence in sup-
port of the au thor ' s four fo ld aim. 

Although it is certainly t rue tha t this first 
pos twar volume of Communications Research 
has given at tention to several media other 
than radio, radio has received three times as 
much attention as any one other medium. 
And several media have received no attention 
in this volume at all. T h e r e is nothing, for 
example, on the motion picture as a medium 
of communication. T h e r e is nothing on the 
use of books in l ibraries or elsewhere. I t is 
t rue, of course, tha t these la t ter media a re 
not dependent on advertising in the same 
manner as is the radio, the newspaper and 
the magazine. W e hope, however, tha t it is 
not too much to expect Communications Re-
search in f u t u r e volumes to concern itself 
with all fields of communication, whe ther or 
not it is possible to find some interested par ty 
to support the necessary research basic to an 
unders tanding of the role of each medium of 
communication in modern society.—LeRoy 
Charles Merritt, School of Librarianship, 
University of California. 
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