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IN 1947 the M o n t a n a S t a t e L e g i s l a t u r e 
h a d a p o s t w a r b u i l d i n g f u n d t o d iv ide 

a m o n g t h e six u n i t s of i ts h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n a l 
sys tem, a n d t h e S t a t e C o l l e g e w a s a l l o t t e d 
$ 4 0 0 , 0 0 0 f o r t h e e rec t ion of a l i b r a r y b u i l d -
ing . T h e l i b r a r y w a s t h e n housed on the 
second floor of t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n b u i l d i n g 
in q u a r t e r s t h a t w e r e d a r k , d i r t y , i nade -
q u a t e a n d t h o r o u g h l y depress ing . E v e n 
t h o u g h the t r e n d of pr ices a t t h a t t i m e 
m a d e $ 4 0 0 , 0 0 0 look p r e t t y sma l l , a n d g r o w -
ing s m a l l e r a l l t h e t ime , t h e p rospec t of 
any k ind of b u i l d i n g seemed a l m o s t too 
good to be t r u e . 

E a c h t ime J o h n P a u l J o n e s , t he consu l t -
i ng a r c h i t e c t f r o m Sea t t l e , b r o u g h t t he 
p l a n s over t o B o z e m a n , t h e b u i l d i n g w a s a 
l i t t l e s m a l l e r . O n e day the l i b r a r i a n , t h e n 
M r s . L o i s P a y s o n , r e m a r k e d to h i m t h a t 
he m u s t feel l ike one of those p r i m i t i v e 
t r ibes t h a t s h r i n k s t h e h e a d s of its v i c t ims . 
" Y e s , " said he, " a n d you m u s t fee l l ike 
t he h e a d . " M r s . P a y s o n res igned in J u n e 
1947 a n d t h e p r e s e n t l i b r a r i a n c a r r i e d on 
f r o m t h e r e . 

I t soon b e c a m e obv ious t h a t w e d id n o t 
h a v e t he m o n e y f o r a c o m p l e t e b u i l d i n g , 
un less w e w e r e w i l l i n g to accept one t h a t 
w o u l d be i n a d e q u a t e in eve ry w a y r i g h t 
f r o m the day w e m o v e d in. T h e p l a n s 
ca l led f o r a n L - s h a p e d , m o d u l a r type bu i ld -
ing, t h e s t em of t he L to c o n t a i n t h e w o r k 
q u a r t e r s , staff r o o m s a n d m o s t of t h e s tacks , 
a n d the f o o t of t he L to be t h e m a i n r ead -
i n g r o o m . O n e of t he t r a d i t i o n s t h a t dies 

h a r d , especia l ly w i t h l i b r a r y c o m m i t t e e s , is 
t h e idea of a l a rge , l o f t y m o n u m e n t a l m a i n 
r e a d i n g r o o m . H a v i n g spen t m a n y years 
of m y l i fe in t h a t l i b r a r i a n s ' n i g h t m a r e , t he 
U n i v e r s i t y of W a s h i n g t o n L i b r a r y , I w a s 
d e t e r m i n e d a g a i n s t a n y t h i n g even v a g u e l y 
r e s e m b l i n g i t . W e w e n t r o u n d a n d r o u n d 
on the r e a d i n g r o o m f o r a w h i l e b u t as m a t -
t e r s t u r n e d o u t , n o decision h a d to be m a d e 
a t t h a t t i m e . W e dec ided on t h e s t em of 
t he L on ly , w i t h t h e hope t h a t some day 
M o n t a n a w o u l d f ind t he m o n e y to f inish t h e 
b u i l d i n g . 

G r o u n d w a s b r o k e n in S e p t e m b e r 1948 
a n d in spi te of t he severe w i n t e r w h i c h 
closed d o w n w o r k f o r ove r t w o m o n t h s , 
w e w e r e able t o m o v e in d u r i n g t h e C h r i s t -
m a s recess of 1949 . N i n e w o r k i n g days 
s a w t h e m o v e c o m p l e t e d a n d . w e opened u p 
f o r business in o u r n e w q u a r t e r s on J a n . 9, 
1950 . A s al l o u r f u r n i t u r e h a d n o t yet 
a r r i v e d , w e m a d e s h i f t w i t h w h a t w e h a d 
f o r a w h i l e . 

T h e b u i l d i n g m e a s u r e s 6 7 ' 1 " by 1 3 2 ' 7 " 
a n d has a t o t a l a r e a of 8 8 9 4 s q u a r e f ee t . I t 
is bu i l t of c o n c r e t e w i t h b r i ck f a c i n g . I t s 
ou t s ide m o r e or less m a t c h e s some of t he 
o t h e r a r c h i t e c t u r e on t h e c a m p u s , a n d is n o t 
especia l ly i n s p i r i n g to look a t . W e l i b r a r -
ians h a d n o t h i n g to say a b o u t t h a t a n d in 
a n y case w e w e r e m o r e i n t e r e s t ed in t h e 
inside. T h e b u i l d i n g faces n o r t h , w h i c h 
is n o t t h e best aspect f o r th i s c l i m a t e b u t 
so f a r w e h a v e n o t h a d t r o u b l e . R a d i a n t 
h e a t i n g u n d e r t he f r o n t p o r c h w o u l d p rob-
ab ly h a v e been h e l p f u l b u t w e use r u b b e r 
m a t t i n g ins tead to o v e r c o m e the s l ipper iness 
in f r o s t y w e a t h e r . T h e cost of t h e b u i l d i n g 
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w a s app rox ima te ly $ 3 7 0 , 0 0 0 or 9O0 a 
cubic foo t and the stacks, f u r n i t u r e and 
e q u i p m e n t cost an add i t iona l $ 9 0 , 0 0 0 . 

O u r s is an open-s tack l ibrary , b u t the 
bu i ld ing a r r a n g e m e n t is such t h a t the s tacks 
could easily be closed. W e do not con tem-
pla te do ing this in the foreseeable f u t u r e , 
however , f o r o u r s t u d e n t s need the easy 
access to books t h a t w e n o w give. M a n y 
of t h e m come f r o m communi t i e s w i t h o u t 
l ibrar ies and homes w i t h o u t books and w e 
th ink t h a t the i r college l ib ra ry should be 
as open a n d as easy to use as possible. 

I n the basement w e have the res t r ic ted 
stacks, wh ich are no t open to s t u d e n t use, 
a n d wh ich con ta in most of ou r g o v e r n m e n t 
documen t s , the ear ly vo lumes of our gen-
era l per iodicals a n d ou r newspapers . 
T w e n t y - e i g h t ca r re l l s f o r the use of g rad -
ua t e s t u d e n t s a re housed here also. A t one 
end an a rea is blocked off f o r s to rage of 
ou r A g r i c u l t u r a l E x p e r i m e n t S ta t ion publ i -
cat ions. A door wh ich is kept locked leads 
in to the l o w e r hall w h e r e the mach ine ry 
room and the publ ic rest rooms a re s i tua ted . 
T h e l a t t e r a re w i t h i n a f e w steps of the 
f r o n t door . 

T h e m a i n floor conta ins the staff of-
fices, beg inn ing in the n o r t h e a s t co rne r w i t h 
the l i b ra r i an ' s sui te and ex t end ing a l o n g the 
east side of the bu i ld ing . T h e c i rcu la t ion 
desk is f ac ing you as you en t e r the f r o n t 
door , and to the r i gh t is the genera l r e fe r -
ence area . A t the sou th end are a stack 
a rea a n d a r ead ing room. 

T h e second floor con ta ins a smal l stack 
area hous ing the genera l books in ou r spe-
cial fields, bu t it is mos t ly r e a d i n g room, and 
the technica l r e fe rence books in these same 
fields of engineer ing , a g r i c u l t u r e and home 
economics a re shelved here . I n add i t ion 
the re is a smal l r a r e book room and t w o 
confe rence rooms w h i c h can be m a d e in to 
one by ro l l ing back a f o l d i n g plast ic c u r t a i n . 
O n e of the rooms does d u t y as a publ ic 

t y p i n g room also. O n this floor the re is 
also a b rows ing area w i t h easy chai rs w h e r e 
bu l le t in boards and display cases show our 
wa re s . 

I n all p a r t s of the bu i ld ing except the 
t h i rd floor, la rge , s t ee l - f r amed w i n d o w s 
offer fine v iews of ou r b e a u t i f u l m o u n t a i n s 
and val ley. B u t the t h i rd floor has no 
w i n d o w s . I t w a s or ig ina l ly in t ended f o r 
s torage purposes only, b u t w h e n it w a s de-
cided t h a t w e could have only one w i n g of 
the bui ld ing, it w a s obvious t h a t this a rea 
w o u l d have to he lp house ou r r egu la r col-
lect ion. A f e w tables and chai rs b r o u g h t 
f r o m the old q u a r t e r s m a k e it possible fo r 
s t uden t s to s tudy up there . I n all, w e can 
seat close to 4 0 0 of ou r n o r m a l s t u d e n t body 
of 3000 . 

M o s t of the bu i ld ing is p rovided w i t h 
acoust ical tile ceilings. T h e r e a d i n g room 
l ights a re G . E . s l imline fluorescents w i t h 
incandescents used in the s tack areas . T h e 
floors a re covered w i t h 1 / 8 " l ino leum in a 
grey m a r b l e d effect w i t h touches of sa lmon 
pink in i t . F u l l use has been m a d e of color 
t h r o u g h o u t the bui ld ing , i n c l u d i n g coral , 
.various shades of green, cha r t reuse , pale 
l avender and ye l low. T h e f u r n i t u r e is 
R e m i n g t o n R a n d T r e n d in w h i t e oak fin-
ished in silver g rey and the stacks a re grey. 
T h e Venetian bl inds, very necessary in ou r 
s u n n y c l imate , are si lver grey a l u m i n u m . 

O u r M o n t a n a s t uden t s a re n o t in genera l 
very m u c h accus tomed to l ibraries , a n d 
those tha t they do k n o w tend to be the 
C a r n e g i e type bu i ld ing wh ich has l ong since 
lost any a t t rac t iveness t h a t it m i g h t have 
h a d . O u r task t h e r e f o r e is t w o f o l d : to 
pe rsuade the s t uden t s to come in to the li-
b r a r y a n d to encourage t h e m to read m o r e 
wide ly once they have come. O u r a t t r ac -
tive bu i ld ing and simple a r r a n g e m e n t of 
books are he lp ing g rea t ly to ca r ry ou t the 
f irst task. F o r the second w e are us ing 
eye-catching bul le t in board displays, and 
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special displays of books in the browsing 
area and on the first floor. 

By the time we can build the other 
wing, library fashions may have changed 
completely, but nonetheless we have definite 
ideas as to what should go into it. T h e 
original plans called only for a reading 
room—no basement, no second floor. But 
now we plan to ask for basement, first 
floor, second floor and attic, just as we have 
in the present wing. W e believe that we 

shall require all this space for special read-
ing rooms, map room, rooms for reading 
machines, individual seminar or conference 
rooms, a small auditorium for motion pic-
ture projection and a room for archives 
storage. In addition to this wing, provision 
is made for extension toward the south, 
and if necessary in the distant future, the 
building could be completed in a hollow 
square. T h e simplicity of the present struc-
ture makes it very flexible. 

The Administration of Intelligence Archives 

(Continued from page 2ig) 

constitutes a special problem, for govern-
ment regulations are demanding. Secondly, 
an intelligence research center grows 
rapidly despite careful weeding. There-
fore, due consideration for security and 
growth should govern the allocation of 
space for the center when it is set up. 
Poor working conditions, frayed nerves and 
crowded quarters are not conducive to ef-
fective research which requires as much 
quiet and academic environment as a gov-
ernment building will allow. 

In summary then, it may be said that the 
concept of a research center and intelligence 
archives is a relatively new extension of 
library service. I t is a testing ground for 
new techniques of library administration, 
new machines and new approaches to 

cataloging and classification. Inventive-
ness, clear thinking and the ability to work 
under pressure are particular qualifications 
needed by people engaged in such profes-
sional work. Since no final solution has 
been found for the multi tude of problems 
presented, an open mind is essential. Most 
important, an efficient research center de-
mands good organization; a strong ad-
ministrator in whom is combined a knowl-
edge of librarianship and an appreciation 
of intelligence service; and a staff alert to 
new ideas and ready to capitalize on them 
in improving service, making materials 
available promptly and facilitating the work 
of other intelligence workers, thus fur ther-
ing the mission of U.S. strategic intelli-
gence. 
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