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German Source Books 
Deutsches Biicherverzeichnis 1941-1950. B e a r -

beitet von der Deutschen Biicherei. Le ip -
zig, V e r l a g des Borsenvereins der deutschen 
Buchhandler, 1952- . Fascicle 1 - . 
( T e n fascicles of forty-eight issued thus 
f a r . ) 

Die Schliisselliteratur. Band I I I : Entschliis-
selung auslandischer R o m a n e und D r a m e n . 
By G e o r g Schneider. Stuttgart, H ierse -
mann Ver lag , 1953. 189P. D M 2 4 . 0 0 . 

Lehrbuch der Bibliotheksverwaltung. By 
W i l h e l m Krabbe and W i l h e l m M a r t i n 
Luther . Stuttgart, Hiersemann Ver lag , 
1953- H3P- D M 1 0 . 0 0 . 
A t the risk of subjecting A C R L to a con -

gressional investigation, this review proposes 
to point out the advantages of the Deutsches 
Biicherverzeichnis 1941-1950, prepared by the 
Deutsche Biicherie in Leipzig , over the 
Deutsche Bibliographie 1945-1950, prepared by 
the Deutsche Bibliothek at Frankfur t am 
M a i n . T h i s review is necessary in order to 
protect Amer i can libraries with limited means 
f r o m investing in a less useful reference w o r k 
when a m o r e useful one including the same 
information is available. 

W h e n it became apparent that the partition 
of G e r m a n y was to be more or less permanent 
in late 1946 the west G e r m a n s quite properly 
set up a l ibrary whose purpose w a s to col lect 
everything issued in that jurisdiction. A c -
tually, the purpose of this library, the 
Deutsche Bibliothek, w a s expanded to include 
the collection of all printed matter in G e r m a n , 
much as the Deutsche Biicherei. T h i s too is 
a legitimate purpose in a jurisdiction which 
includes 50,000,000 inhabitants, although one 
may properly question the w i sdom of setting it 
up in Frank fur t rather than in M u n i c h or 
even in Heide lberg , Tub ingen , or Stuttgart. 

A s the Deutsche Bibliothek grew, it fe lt 
called upon to do everything that the Deutsche 
Biicherei did. T h i s is a proper funct ion of 
the national printed book depository of the 
Bundesrepublik, the largest of the f o u r G e r -
man-speaking countries of Europe . H o w e v e r , 
when both libraries of fer similar services f o r 
a price to fore ign libraries and booksellers, 
the n o n - G e r m a n group must make a decision 
as to which service it wi l l subscribe. 

I t is readily apparent f r o m the title of the 
Deutsches Biicherverzeichnis 1941-1950 that it 
is indispensable, regardless of its quality. 
Even if it w e r e an inferior w o r k , libraries 
w o u l d have to purchase it as a stopgap until 
the Deutsche Bibliothek publishes the 
Deutsche Bibliographie 1941-1944, and this 
latter is most unlikely. But is it merely a 
stopgap? W i l l it, on the other hand, serve 
any needs w e may have f o r a G e r m a n national 
bibliography f o r the period of w a r and the 
reconstruction? 

If you consult your W i n c h e l l or your 
Malc les , you wil l find that the lineal ancestors 
of the Deutsches Biicherverzeichnis go back 
to the beginning of the eighteenth century. 
I f you are lucky enough to have the three 
volumes of the Deutsches Biicherverzeichnis 
1936-1940 ( f o r which as much as $250 has 
been paid recent ly) , you wil l see that the n e w 
decennial cumulation simply carries on the set. 

T h e Deutsches Biicherverzeichnis I94T~ 
1950 is indispensable inasmuch as it lists all 
periodical titles published during the period it 
covers, including all pertinent data about ces-
sation, suspension, and resumption of publ i -
cation and changes of titles. N o such data 
are included in the Deutsche Bibliographie 
1945-1950, although separate bibliographies of 
Deutsche Zeitschriften 1945-1950 and 
Deutsche Zeitschriften 1941-1944 have been 
announced. T h e 1945-1950 bibliography can 
probably be executed at F r a n k f u r t ; but the 
1941-1944 list might have to be compiled in 
Tubingen , Heidelberg , Stuttgart, or M u n i c h , 
where the material is available. 

Qu i te naturally both Le ipz ig and F r a n k -
fur t parties argue that the other bibliography 
is less complete. Supporters of the Fran k f u r t 
bibliography (e.g., Berto ld H a c k in the Frank-
furter Borsenblatt fiir den deutschen Buch-
handel f o r 16 January 1953) have jubilantly 
pointed out that certain titles, mainly f r o m 
1950, w e r e omitted f r o m the Deutsches Bii-
cherverzeichnis 1941-1950. T h e s e titles w e r e 
listed in the Deutsche Nationalbibliographie 
( the weekly checklist of newly published 
titles, prepared by the Deutsche Bi ichere i ) , 
1951, no. 21, et seq. H o w e v e r , only those 
entries between " A " and " B l " ( c overed by the 
first three of the forty-eight fascicles of the 
Deutsches Biicherverzeichnis 1941-1950) w e r e 
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omitted. Such an omission, cover ing only 
a f e w hundred titles, is hardly a matter f o r 
great concern in the case of a bibl iography in-
cluding some 310,000 titles. M o r e o v e r , the 
missing titles wi l l be included later. 

In a broadside dated 22 January 1953 issued 
by the Bibl iographical Div is ion of the 
Deutsche Biicherei in reply to H a c k ' s article, 
the F r a n k f u r t bibl iography is crit icized f o r 
including certain relatively insignificant pub-
lications (e.g. , such t w o - p a g e titles as " B l u s e n 
mit s to f fgebundener st ickerei" or "Sys tem-
Ubersicht der R e k o r d s t e n o g r a p h i e " ) . T h i s 
rev iewer is not at all certain that a national 
bibl iography should not be absolutely c o m p r e -
hensive, including even titles which are ap-
parently of l imited interest and are dated. 
W h e r e is the line to be drawn, and w h o is to 
d r a w i t ? Be that as it may, w e can still be 
quite certain that the Deutsches Bucherver-
zeichnis 1941-1950 includes all significant 
w o r k s published in G e r m a n and in the G e r -
manies during the decade it covers . A l ibrary 
which o w n s it need not subscribe to the F r a n k -
f u r t bibl iography unless it is one of the half 
dozen or so A m e r i c a n l ibraries which have a 
comprehensive acquisition policy in the field 
of bibl iography. 

T h e third and conc luding v o l u m e of Die 
Schliisselliteratur deals w i th key l i terature by 
ninety-six Frenchmen, for ty -s ix Engl ishmen, 
eighteen Amer icans , twe lve Scandinavians, six 
Russians, f o u r Italians, t w o Lat in wri ters , t w o 
D u t c h m e n , t w o Spaniards, one Roumanian , 
and one ancient G r e e k . Schneider makes no 
e f fort to be comprehensive but his selections 
are, in general , representative of the var ious 
national l iteratures. A s examples to i l lustrate 
the first vo lume, the entries in the third v o l u m e 
are we l l chosen and elucidated. 

Schneider reveals an excel lent knowledge 
of French l iterature, and his selections and 
analysis of French litterature a clef are c o m -
parable to his treatment of G e r m a n l iterature 
in the second vo lume . I t is un for tunate that 
the l imitations of space did not permit him to 
give m o r e examples f r o m Russian and Italian 
l i terature. 

Schneider suf fered f r o m the same handicap 
as this rev iewer (C&RL 1 4 : 1 0 9 ) f o r not hav-
ing consulted Ear le F . W a l b r i d g e ' s Literary 
Characters Drawn from Life ( N e w Y o r k , H . 
W . W i l s o n , 1936; Index and Key, ibid., 1938 ) . 
H i s treatment of English and especially 
A m e r i c a n l i terature w o u l d have benefited sub-

stantially f r o m using this w o r k . M r . W a l -
bridge has also published a sort of a " p r e -
supplement" to Schneider's third vo lume, un-
der the title of " K e y Nove l s , A m e r i c a n and 
E u r o p e a n : a Supplement to 'L i terary C h a r -
acters D r a w n f r o m L i f e ' , " BSA Papers 
4 7 ( 1 9 5 3 ) : I 6 I - I 9 I . 

Some titles and names in English are spelled 
incorrectly , but this is f org ivab le in a fore ign 
w o r k when w e recall w h a t mayhem A m e r i c a n 
printers c ommit on any language but English. 
H o w e v e r , John L o t h r o p M o t l e y ( " M o t h l e y , " 
p .109 ) and D . H . L a w r e n c e ( " L o r e n z , " p .80) 
deserve better treatment. Ne i ther can a 
citizen of the home state of El izabeth Roberts , 
A . B. Guthr ie , Jr . , Jesse Stuart, and R o b e r t 
Penn W a r r e n agree that W i l l i a m Faulkner is 
the only great modern Southern novelist 

( P . 5 4 ) . 
It w o u l d be possible f o r anyone fami l iar 

with the l i terature of the var ious countries 
not represented, as w e l l as France , to find 
similar points that might be crit icized. A s 
a who le , this third vo lume is as g o o d a selec-
tion as might be expected f r o m any student of 
key l i terature w h o did not have access to 
W a l b r i d g e . T h e selection is representative, 
the critical comments restrained and object ive, 
and the style highly readable. 

A synopsis of standard practices in the 
management of a given type of l ibrary is 
a lways a useful book. It is not only valuable 
f o r practit ioners in that part icular branch of 
l ibrarianship, but it is also use fu l to others 
w h o may prof it by ideas current outside of 
their o w n sphere of activity. T h u s a text -
book of G e r m a n l ibrary administration can 
have its special place in the A m e r i c a n l ibrar i -
an's private col lect ion of professional r e f e r -
ence w o r k s . 

In 1940 co -author K r a b b e published the 
second edition of his Kurzgefasstes Lehrbuch 
der Bibliotheksverwaltung, and the present 
vo lume is a complete revision and expansion 
of this earlier w o r k . K r a b b e and L u t h e r 
have, to be sure, depended insofar as possible 
on the second v o l u m e of the Handbuch der 
Bibliothekswissenschaft but their b o o k is 
basically dif ferent in t w o respects other than 
length. I t takes into due consideration all 
of the radical changes that have taken place 
in G e r m a n librarianship since 1945 ; and, per -
haps even m o r e important f o r its use as a 
textbook, it provides students of l ibrarianship 
with material f o r thinking through prob lems 
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to which there is no ready answer. 
T h e r e are eight main sections, viz., defini-

tions and types of libraries, buildings, acquisi-
tion, cataloging, public service, statistics, office 
management, finance, and personnel. T h e r e 
are also notes on library organizations and 
an alphabetical index. A f e w basic r e f e r -
ences, including much material in English, 
appear after each section. 

A l though K r a b b e - L u t h e r is primarily in-
tended f o r G e r m a n scholarly libraries, it in-
cludes much that is pertinent f o r the manage-
ment of G e r m a n popular libraries as wel l as 
f o r all types of libraries outside of G e r m a n y . 
It is a meticulously accurate text book, a chal-
lenging presentation of the basic concepts of 
librarianship, and an eminently practical re fer -
ence t o o l . — L a w r e n c e S. Thompson, Univer-
sity of Kentucky Libraries. 

Libri 
Libri; International Library Review. G e n -

eral edi tors : Jean Anker , Svend Dahl . 
Copenhagen, E jnar Munksgaard , 1950-52. 
Vo ls . 1-2, no. 2. Quarter ly . Annual sub-
scription, $7.50 (vols . 1-2, $6 .00 ) . 
M a n y Amer i can librarians probably share 

the sentiments which have given birth to this 
l ibrary periodical, " . . . the need f o r an inde-
pendent international periodical to link to -
gether the w o r k of libraries in different lands 
and to help in promoting that spirit of mutual 
understanding which springs f r o m a thorough 
knowledge of conditions abroad . " 

Jean Anker , director of the University L i -
brary in Copenhagen, and Svend Dahl , state 
librarian of the Royal L ibrary which is also 
in Copenhagen, head a staff consisting of 
themselves and approximately thirty co-editors 
f r o m many dif ferent countries. Libri, al-
though having a definite scholarly l ibrary 
orientation, deals with all aspects of l ibrarian-
ship including the history of books and publish-
ing. I t consists of original contributions, news 
and information of libraries throughout the 
w o r l d , book reviews, and a current list of 
recent publications. T h e text is in English, 
G e r m a n , or French. 

T w o of many questions that might very 
wel l come to mind when the publication of a 

periodical such as this is announced are 
whether the profession can supply w o r t h while 
articles to still another journal and whether 
articles of sufficiently international interest 
can be found. Libri, in vo lume one, number 
one, goes a long w a y t o w a r d dispelling these 
doubts. In it are T o n n e s Kleberg 's " B i b l i o -
philes in Ancient R o m e , " a paper by S. R . 
Ranganathan on the " D a w n of L ibrary C o n -
sciousness," a description of the Farmington 
plan by Keyes M e t c a l f and Edwin W i l l i a m s , 
" D i e deutsche bibliographische Situation der 
G e g e n w a r t " by H a n s W i d m a n n , and, finally, 
F r a n z Unterkircher 's "E ine Handschr i f t aus 
dem Besitze Jean Gro l i ers in der Osterreich-
ischen Nationalbibl iothek." 

Later issues carry such outstanding articles 
as " G e n e r a l Union Catalogues in the N e t h e r -
lands" by L . Brummel , another paper by R a n -
ganathan in which he develops his conceptions 
of documentation, "Katastrophe und W e i d e r -
aufbau der deutschen Bibl iotheken" by G e o r g 
Leyh, and " C o n r a d Gesner et les debuts de la 
bibliographie universel le" by Pau l -Emi le 
Schazmann. 

O f possibly even greater importance in gain -
ing an acquaintance with the activities of 
librarians and libraries abroad is that type of 
article with the "special" interest, such as 
the paper on the cataloguing of m u m m y labels 
by H e r b e r t Klos , Ernest Wickershe imer ' s 
"Jean H e r m a n n et les insectes ennemis des 
l ivres," W i l l i Staudacher's account of the 
book-stealing feats of the famous mathema-
tician, Gug l i e lmo Libri , and "Ul trav io le t te 
Strahlen im Dienst der Bibl iothek" by Erna 
K n o f e l . 

Sufficient progress has been made in the 
past in international l ibrary cooperation 
through such agencies as the International 
Federation of L ibrary Associations, the F e d -
eration Internationale de Documentat ion , and 
the U N E S C O Libraries Division to suggest 
that it is a profitable field of endeavor. 
W h e t h e r Libri finds f o r itself a permanent 
place in this pattern remains to be seen; h o w -
ever, that it has made a promising beginning 
and that it deserves our support goes, I be-
lieve, unchal lenged.—James Ranz, University 
of Illinois Library. 
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