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WH E N A UNIVERSITY LIBRARIAN a n d 

a l ibrary school dean pause between 

meetings at a conference w h a t do they talk 

about? U s u a l l y , of course, about f i l l ing 

that staff vacancy . B u t almost as f requent ly 

these days about audio-visual ( A - V ) media. 

I t is no secret that quite a f e w l ibrar ians 

of institutions of higher education wish 

these n e w - f a n g l e d non-book gadgets w e r e 

somewhere near the bottom of the more 

u n f a t h o m a b l e ocean depths. In the last six 

months alone I have talked w i t h at least one 

administrator f o r every type of academic 

l ibrary represented by our A C R L sections 

w h o wished the question of A - V media in 

l ibraries had never come up. F r a n k l y , they 

say, in agreement w i t h Joseph W o o d 

K r u t c h , and m a n y other defenders of books, 

these n e w e r mass media are enemies of 

reading, and w e w o n d e r if our professional 

responsibility does not cal l f o r al l-out w a r . 

C e r t a i n l y , the scholarly university l ibrary 

has little reason to cut into its precious re-

search f u n d s f o r back vo lumes of the 

Berichte der Deutsche Chemische Gesell-
schaft in order to buy a half dozen question-

able motion pictures. 

A l t h o u g h this position hardly represents 

even a considerable minori ty of academic li-

brar ians ' thinking it is w o r t h considering as 

a s tart ing point f o r an A - V decision on any 

campus. F o r there is considerable f e a r 

today that the printed w o r d as a medium of 

communicat ion may be on the decline. T h i s 

concern is found not only in the publishing 

industry , and among wr i ters , but in the pro-

fession of l ibrarianship itself . I t has a l ready 

been most f a t a l l y predicted by that F rench-

man of letters, G e o r g e s D u h a m e l , w h o 

w r o t e as ear ly as 1 9 3 9 : 

The decadence of the book, the greatest 
instrument for the diffusion of knowledge, 
may be delayed a little longer. . . . As far 
as France is concerned the evidence seems 
to point in one direction. . . . For the man 
in the street, the book, defenseless, is hence-
forward to be supplanted by less laborious 
methods of information and recreation.1 

St range ly enough the a n s w e r to this sort 

of pessimism comes f r o m an audio-visualist , 

possibly the foremost audio-visualist in 

A m e r i c a , and most certainly f r o m the audio-

visualist w h o is authori tat ive ly quoted in 

research l i terature in both the A - V and 

reading fields. In a memorable lecture 

sponsored by the L i b r a r y School on the 

F l o r i d a State U n i v e r s i t y campus, E d g a r 

D a l e called l ibrar ians ' attention to the f a c t 

that printed books w e r e not a l w a y s respect-

ably accepted in college l ibraries. D u r i n g 

the 1 5 t h century the D u k e of U r b i n o " h a d 

a mind to do w h a t no one had done f o r a 

thousand years or m o r e ; that is to create the 

finest l ibrary since ancient t imes . " B u t , 

adds Vespas iano D a Bisticci , the bookseller, 

In this library all the books are super-
latively good, and written with the pen, and 

1 Duhamel, Georges. In Defense of Letters. New 
York, Greystone Press, 1939, p. ix. 
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had there been one printed volume it would 
have been ashamed in such company.2 

N o w , a f ter all, D r . D a l e points out, are 

not these f e a r f u l , 20th century librarians in 

danger of evaluating A - V media in the same 

terms as their 1 5 t h century forerunner re-

flected on the products of the printing press? 

W h a t is more serious, asks D r . D a l e — a r e 

librarians not turning their backs on the 

real mission of l ibraries? T h e librarian, 

as D r . D a l e sees the problem, must not look 

upon himself 

. . . merely as an agent for the custody and 
distribution of printed materials but also as 
an agency for the custody and distribution 
of illuminating ideas no matter whether 
they appear on tape, wax , film, paper, or a 
television screen.3 

I t is w e l l thus to be recalled to our pro-

fessional mission. If w e are dedicated to 

the dissemination of good ideas, first, the 

format of these ideas must be of second 

importance. O u r obligation then becomes 

clear. A s administrators of academic li-

braries w e are responsible f o r the acquisi-

tion and dissemination of these ideas whether 

they appear in book, map, picture, recording, 

f i lm, or any one of a dozen or more forms. 

A s a matter of fact , it would be difficult 

indeed to discover a single academic l ibrary 

in these United States without some non-

print materials. 

F o r example, one chapter in any one of 

the standard A - V textbooks deals wi th maps 

and globes.4 T h e fact that a cartographic 

unit is part of any respectable A - V service 

argues nothing for removal of all geographic 

representations f rom the academic l ibrary. 

M a p s have a lways been an integral part of 

2 The Vespasiano Memoirs (Lives of Illustrious Men 
of the XVth Century) trans, by William George and 
Emily Waters. New York, Lincoln MacVeagh, 1926, 
p. 102', 104. 

3 Dale, Edgar, "The Challenge of Audio-Visual 
Media." I11 Shores, Louis, ed., Challenges to Librarian-
ship, Tallahassee, Florida State University, 1953, p. 101. 

4 See for example, Wittich, W. A., and Schuler, C. F., 
Audio-Visual Materials: Their Nature and Use. New 
York, Harper, 1953- 564 P-

college and university collections and even 
the most conservative university l ibrarian 
would probably concede that he is already 
partly in the A - V business. 

In addition to cartographic and graphic 
media however, A - V concerns itself with 
what audio-visualists call museum objects 
and with local resources. D o not be misled. 
Both classes of A - V are now and have long 
been an integral part of l ibrary collections 
and services. O u r exhibit cases are fu l l 
of both art and science specimens, some 
owned outright by the l ibrary and others 
borrowed f rom instructional departments 
on the campus for the purpose of coopera-
tive display. A n d as f o r local resources 
which provide the media of communication 
for field trips and school journeys, libraries 
have been a f a r more important accessory 
in the past than general ly has been recog-
nized. Consider for example the variety of 
local indexes developed, not only by public 
libraries, but by academic libraries, to vari-
ous cultural , social, educational, and other 
agencies, to industrial and commercial ac-
tivities in the town and county, to the 
facul ty researches and interests and spe-
cialities, and hobbies, and yes, even to the 
natural resources of the campus environ-
ment. W i t h o u t these l ibrary operations the 
field trips of A - V would be less meaningful 
if not more difficult. 

A n d so w e come to the more fr ightening 
categories of A - V materials. T o the audio-
visualist the " f la t picture" is a must among 
media. D o not let the w o r d " f l a t " fr ighten 
you. L i b r a r y vertical files are fu l l of pic-
tures. A m o n g l ibrary reference books there 
are even a f e w indexes to these same pic-
tures. E v e n the conservative l ibrarian w h o 
does not keep a picture file must admit he is 
not representative and that a great number 
of his colleagues have been A - V for a long 
time. 

B u t what about phono-records, as the 
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Saturday Review now calls them. It does 
not take a very old librarian to recall the 
Carnegie collections of fine recordings pre-
sented to scores of colleges in the United 
States. M a n y of the college browsing rooms 
still maintain record libraries of good music, 
drama, elocution, and language. Other 
libraries have cooperated with foreign lan-
guage departments to promote speaking as 
well as reading and writ ing in a foreign 
tongue. A n d in a f ew instances research on 
the campus has been assisted by the library's 
recording and preserving men's dialects and 
animals' sounds. Perhaps here the conser-
vative university librarian would agree the 
academic librarian has been and of right 
should be A - V . 

T h i s brings us to the film and projected 
materials. Certainly there is no argument 
about the microfilm now. T o us the ma-
chine we use with it is a reader; to the 
audio-visualist it is possibly just another 
projector. A t the very least it puts both 
librarian and audio-visualist in the same 
camp as f a r as using another fo rmat—a 
film format for the dissemination of ideas. 
Probably the one medium on which the li-
brarian might balk is the 16mm motion pic-
ture. But an increasing number of all kinds 
of libraries are renting these films for class-
room use and for library study, and in some 
instances purchasing them. 

It can be seen, therefore, class by class, 
that A - V media are no strangers to libraries. 
T h e y are potentially other formats for ideas. 
Basically, they lend themselves to the library 
processes of acquisition, preparation, inter-
pretation, and dissemination. Physically 
and financially they confront librarianship 
with certain peculiar problems, but with 
problems no more peculiar than the various 
classes of media already professionalized in 
our library literature. 

Let ' s examine some of these problems. In 
the first place the academic library should 

look toward the centralization of respon-
sibility for A - V media on campus. T h i s 
need not mean centralization of housing, but 
it certainly should mean centralized inven-
tory. A long with central inventory at least 
coordinated acquisition should be sought. 
T h e argument is the same as that for cen-
tralization of print material acquired by the 
institution of higher education through its 
l ibrary. 

In the second place, as soon as possible, 
the academic library should provide person-
nel qualified to serve the campus in as many 
of the A - V media as possible. T o begin 
with, the smaller library may assign part 
time to the best qualified staff member. A s 
soon as possible however, the library should 
plan to employ a librarian trained in the 
A - V field. Increasingly our library schools 
are incorporating A - V courses and units in 
the basic professional curriculum, equipping 
a new generation of librarians for A - V 
service. 

In the third place the agencies and depart-
ments of instruction most audio-visually in-
clined should be enlisted in developing a 
plan for the campus. On most campuses the 
school or department of education and the 
extension agency wi l l be in the A - V van-
guard. But let not the traditional scholar 
take comfort in that. T h e colleges of arts 
and sciences are by f a r the heaviest users 
of these A - V media: i ) 16mm film, 2 ) 
glass slides, 3 ) maps, 4 ) opaque objects. 
Departments in the general college, in the 
sciences, in the fine arts, among others, 
should therefore be approached early in any 
plan to coordinate A - V services for the 
campus. A very good beginning is the ap-
pointment of a representative faculty com-
mittee on A - V services to plan with the 
librarian. T h i s committee may be either a 
sub-committee of the library committee or a 
separate committee. 

In the very beginning about eight basic 
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aspects of A - V services as aids to c a m p u s 

i n s t r u c t i o n a n d r e s e a r c h s h o u l d c o m e u n d e r 

the s u r v e y by the l i b r a r y a n d its A - V c o m -

m i t t e e . T h e cartographic unit in e m b r y o 

w i l l a l r e a d y be f u n c t i o n i n g in m o s t a c a d e m i c 

l ibrar ies . I n c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h the h i s t o r y 

a n d g e o g r a p h y d e p a r t m e n t s a n d w i t h o t h e r 

h e a v y users the a v a i l a b l e m a p s , g lobes , 

at lases and g e o g r a p h i c services on the 

c a m p u s w i l l be c a n v a s s e d . A u g m e n t e d in-

d e x i n g a n d c a t a l o g i n g w i l l be u n d e r t a k e n 

w h e r e necessary and a d d i t i o n a l accessions 

r e c o m m e n d e d to s u p p o r t the c a m p u s ' t o t a l 

h o l d i n g s , n o w i n v e n t o r i e d in the l i b r a r y . 

I f p r o d u c t i o n of special or l o c a l m a p s is 

c a l l e d f o r it w i l l p r o b a b l y be dec ided to do 

the w o r k in the g e o g r a p h y d e p a r t m e n t or 

in the l i b r a r y . 

N e x t the graphics unit w i l l c o m e up f o r 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n . C i v i l i a n ins t i tut ions are st i l l 

l a g g i n g b e h i n d in i n s t r u c t i o n a l use of v a r i -

ous c h a r t s , g r a p h s , d e m o n s t r a t i o n s and o t h e r 

g r a p h i c s used in m i l i t a r y i n s t r u c t i o n . T h e 

a v e r a g e l i b r a r y , h o w e v e r , p r o d u c e s con-

s i d e r a b l e b u l l e t i n b o a r d m a t e r i a l a n d 

r e p r o d u c e s t h r o u g h m i m e o g r a p h , l i t h o g r a p h 

or p h o t o s t a t b o t h research a n d i n s t r u c t i o n a l 

m a t e r i a l s t h a t m i g h t be f i led f o r f u t u r e 

r e f e r e n c e . T h i s the l i b r a r y f r e q u e n t l y does 

f o r its o w n g r a p h i c s . B u t o n the c a m p u s 

v a r i o u s o t h e r g r a p h i c s are b e i n g p r o d u c e d 

t h a t are e i t h e r dead s tored in some d e p a r t -

m e n t office or d e s t r o y e d , t h o u g h the ir v a l u e 

is n o t necessar i ly l i m i t e d to a s ing le use. 

I f the l i b r a r y c o u l d at least s t a r t a c a m p u s 

pool of i n s t r u c t i o n a l g r a p h i c s o r g a n i z e d f o r 

s u b j e c t use a n o t h e r v a l u a b l e c o n t r i b u t i o n to 

the d isseminat ion of ideas m i g h t w e l l be 

m a d e . W h e t h e r the l i b r a r y s h o u l d u n d e r -

t a k e p r o d u c t i o n of g r a p h i c s m a t e r i a l f o r 

v a r i o u s d e p a r t m e n t s of the c a m p u s w i l l need 

p a r t i c u l a r s t u d y in c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h the 

f ine and i n d u s t r i a l ar ts d e p a r t m e n t s . 

T h e t h i r d i n v e n t o r y w i l l i n v o l v e museum 
objects. M a n y of these are a l r e a d y in the 

l i b r a r y . O t h e r s are in v a r i o u s a r t a n d 

science d e p a r t m e n t s . I f the c a m p u s has a 

m u s e u m a h u g e c o l l e c t i o n w i l l be there . 

I t is i m p o r t a n t to e m p h a s i z e t h a t the c a m p u s 

l i b r a r y does not h a v e to b e c o m e a m u s e u m , 

e v e n t h o u g h the B r i t i s h M u s e u m is one of 

the g r e a t e s t l i b r a r i e s in the w o r l d . B u t 

the l i b r a r y has an o b l i g a t i o n in k e e p i n g 

w i t h its mission to d isseminate ideas in 

w h a t e v e r f o r m a t t h e y m a y be f o u n d in a n d 

on the c a m p u s . A n d in k e e p i n g w i t h t h a t 

mission the l i b r a r y s h o u l d e n d e a v o r w i t h o u t 

d u p l i c a t i o n to o r g a n i z e f o r b i b l i o g r a p h i c 

d i s s e m i n a t i o n the m u s e u m o b j e c t s t h a t w i l l 

c o n t r i b u t e to m o r e e f f e c t i v e i n s t r u c t i o n a n d 

research c a r r i e d o n by the i n s t i t u t i o n . I n 

this c o n n e c t i o n and in r e l a t i o n to o t h e r 

classes of l i b r a r y m a t e r i a l s the l i b r a r y 

s h o u l d h a v e a v a i l a b l e o p a q u e p r o j e c t o r s f o r 

d e p a r t m e n t a l a n d l i b r a r y use. 

A f o u r t h i n v e n t o r y of l o c a l resources w i l l 

consist bas ica l ly of a r e v i e w of the index-
ing, abstracting, and other bibliographic 
services n o w p a r t of the l i b r a r y . W h a t e v e r 

h u m a n a n d e n v i r o n m e n t a l resources , a v a i l -

able w i t h i n a c o n v e n i e n t radius , are n o t 

r e a d i l y k n o w n s h o u l d be c a t a l o g e d a n d 

d i s s e m i n a t e d to the p a r t of the c a m p u s 

c o n c e r n e d . C e r t a i n l y , f a c u l t y p l a n n i n g f ie ld 

tr ips a n d e x p e d i t i o n s s h o u l d be e x p e c t e d to 

u t i l i z e w h a t the l i b r a r y can c o n t r i b u t e . 

A f i f t h c a n v a s s w i l l i n v o l v e pictorial illu-
strations of a l l k i n d s — s e p a r a t e , in books 

a n d per iodica ls , in the a r t d e p a r t m e n t , and 

e l s e w h e r e o n c a m p u s . T h e r e is n o t h i n g 

n e w here f o r l ibrar ies . M a n y r e m a r k a b l e 

c o l l e c t i o n s c a n be f o u n d in l i b r a r i e s n o w . 

L i b r a r i e s w i t h o u t such c o l l e c t i o n s w i l l f ind 

u n t a p p e d sources a m o n g c i t i zens , a l u m n i , 

f r i e n d s . 

A s i x t h i n v e s t i g a t i o n w i l l i n v o l v e record-
ings, both disc a n d tape. I n c r e a s i n g l y the 

l i b r a r y m u s t b u i l d its c o l l e c t i o n s to serve 

the m a n y d e p a r t m e n t s t h a t n o w use s o u n d 

in i n s t r u c t i o n a n d research . T h e c r e a t i o n 
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of l i s t e n i n g posts in the r e a d i n g r o o m s as 

w e l l as l i s t e n i n g r o o m s a c o u s t i c a l l y t r e a t e d 

deserve c a m p u s l i b r a r i a n s ' c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 

T h e l i s t e n i n g post in the r e a d i n g r o o m m a y 

h a v e as m a n y as six sets of earphones , thus 

p r o v i d i n g the l a n g u a g e , or music , o r speech 

s t u d e n t w i t h an a u d i t o r y a c c o m p a n i m e n t 

to his r e a d i n g e f f o r t . T a p e s of s igni f i cant 

radio p r o g r a m s m a y be the m o s t v a l u a b l e of 

a l l books f o r p a r t i c u l a r i n s t r u c t i o n a l s i tua-

tions. T h i s m e a n s t h a t the l i b r a r y m u s t 

i n c l u d e tape r e c o r d e r s in its e q u i p m e n t as 

w e l l as p l a y b a c k s f o r discs. 

T h e s e v e n t h c o n s i d e r a t i o n is filmsand 

this is the one the w o r r i e d l i b r a r i a n l o o k s 

u p o n as the A - V p r o b l e m . M i c r o t e x t s a n d 

the readers n e e d e d w i t h t h e m are a l r e a d y an 

i n t e g r a l p a r t of the a c a d e m i c l i b r a r y . B u t 

the 1 6 m m m o t i o n p i c t u r e is not . W h a t is 

m o r e the i n v e s t m e n t r e q u i r e d f o r e v e n a 

s m a l l c o l l e c t i o n of films to say n o t h i n g of 

the p r o j e c t o r is d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e to the 

b u d g e t of the a v e r a g e s m a l l c o l l e g e l i b r a r y . 

T h e r e are t w o so lut ions to this b u d g e t prob-

l e m . F i l m r e n t i n g f r o m the state l i b r a r y of 

films or f r o m o u t - o f - s t a t e film l ibrar ies is 

w i t h i n the r a n g e of most l ibrar ies . C o o p e r -

at ive b u y i n g w i t h o t h e r c o l l e g e l ibrar ies a n d 

the o r g a n i z a t i o n of film c i rcui ts p r o v i d e an 

o p p o r t u n i t y f o r each p a r t i c i p a t i n g l i b r a r y 

to d isseminate m a n y h i g h l y e f f e c t i v e instruc-

t i o n a l films to the d e p a r t m e n t s u s i n g t h e m . 

I t m u s t also be r e m e m b e r e d t h a t m a n y of 

the best films are f ree . T h e s teadi ly r i s ing 

q u a l i t y of the sponsored film is m a k i n g it 

an e v e r m o r e e f f e c t i v e m e d i u m f o r c o l l e g e 

i n s t r u c t i o n . 

F i n a l l y , the p lace of radio and television 
in the l i b r a r y m u s t be t h o r o u g h l y con-

\ 

s idered. L i b r a r i e s are a l r e a d y i n d e x i n g a n d 

d i s s e m i n a t i n g i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t g o o d pro-

g r a m s . S o m e l ibrar ies tape t h e m . B u t the 

real l i b r a r y o p p o r t u n i t y is in s h a p i n g tele-

vis ion p r o g r a m s yet to c o m e . I n this con-

n e c t i o n I c a n n o t resist q u o t i n g E d g a r D a l e ' s 

r e m a r k s t o l i b r a r i a n s : 

I should like to propose a slogan for li-
braries that may suggest what they can d o : 
" Y o u r library has the best ideas in the 
wor ld . " T h r o u g h television you will have 
an opportunity to show . . . just what your 
resources are . . . books, reference ma-
terials, encyclopedias . . . in short television 
gives you a showcase in every television 
home in your community. Y o u can display 
your wares in their living room.5 

T h e s e are some of the a u d i o - v i s u a l d i m e n -

sions of an a c a d e m i c l i b r a r y . D e s p i t e the 

g e n e r a l t e r m s in w h i c h t h e y h a v e been pre-

sented these d imens ions are n o t o n l y aca-

d e m i c b u t appl ied . I n at least one case 

w h e n the l i b r a r y school dean advises the 

u n i v e r s i t y l i b r a r i a n to g o A - V there is a 

t a n g i b l e basis f o r the adv ice . O n the 

c a m p u s of F l o r i d a S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y there is 

a c e n t r a l i z e d A - V service , a d m i n i s t e r e d by 

the L i b r a r y S c h o o l in c o o p e r a t i o n wTith the 

U n i v e r s i t y L i b r a r y a n d the v a r i o u s schools 

and c o l l e g e s on the c a m p u s . A l l e i g h t of 

the aspects are represented . V a r i o u s degrees 

of c e n t r a l i z a t i o n h a v e been a c c o m p l i s h e d . 

B u t the g r o w i n g c o n c e p t of u n i t y of l i b r a r y 

m e d i a is an u n q u e s t i o n e d asset to b o t h in-

s t r u c t i o n a n d research. B y m e a n s of a l l of 

the f o r m a t s the w o r l d ' s best ideas are in-

c r e a s i n g l y p e r m e a t i n g the process of h i g h e r 

e d u c a t i o n . 

5 Dale, op. cit., p. 104. 
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