
ACRL News and Comment 

The reorganization of ALA has been 
progressing rapidly. Of the thirteen divi
sions in existence as of january JJ five 
were created on that dateJ four were re
constituted from older divisionsJ and four 
were continued from the old organiza
tion. ACRL is one of the continuing di
visionsJ but its future within the n ew or
ganization has been a subject of sharp 
concern to many of its members. In the 
two articles which fol.lowJ the President 
writes of the present status and prospects 
of ACRLJ and the Past-presidentJ who 
represents ACRL on the new ALA Pro
gram Evaluation and Budget Committee, 
reports on the imjJortant initial m eet
ings of that committee. 

ACRL AND THE REORGANIZATION 

A steadily mounting volume of inquiries 
directed to headquarters and to the ACRL 
officers attests to a lively concern on the part 
of ACRL members in the present status and 
future development of their association. Of 
immediate and pressing concern, of course, 
is the question of how the reorganization of 
ALA, now in progress, will affect us. Will 
ACRL emerge from it with the necessary po
tential to develop and carry on an effective 
program of activities? Will ACRL be dis
membered beyond recognition, or seriously 
crippled by the loss of important segments 
or functional activities? If changes are made, 
what will be their nature? It is quite fair, 
I think, to assume that if the reorganiza
tion helps ALA as a whole to new levels of 
strength and accomplishment, the chances ap
pear favorable that it will do as much for 
ACRL. 

Although ACRL was committed to the 
principles embodied in the Management Sur
vey at Philadelphia in the summer of 1955, it 
was not until the following Midwinter Meet
ing that it had the opportunity to take formal 
action designed to bring it fully ani com
pletely within the orbit of the reorganization. 
As many members will recall two actions by 
ACRL on that momentous occasion were tak-

en, both of which were approved unanimous
ly. The ACRL Board of Directors, after care
ful appraisal, voted to endorse the ALA steer
ing committee's report. Later, those present 
at a membership upheld the considered judg
ment of the board by approving the report. 

Probably the genius of one man, more than 
anything else, was responsible on two im
portant occasions for the endorsements which 
were given without formal dissent in the face 
of honestly held convictions on the part of 
some influential members who questioned the 
wisdom of the reorganization. Due to Rob
ert Vosper's statesmanlike handling of the 
discussions of basic issues at stake, he was 
able to stabilize the meetings at a level which 
minimized the importance of jurisdictional 
differences and sectional arguments by plac
ing the emphasis, where it belonged, on the 
advantages of relinquishing certain chores in 
order to free ACRL for program activities of 
more far-reaching importance. 

At present, certain changes in structure and 
functions of ACRL are assured: others are 
probable. It may be worth while to review 
some of these briefly, realizing that at best 
some of the developments which seem likely 
may not occur. As for ACRL sections, the 
Reference Section will definitely pass out of 
existence on January I, 1957, when it joins 
with the PLD Reference Section to form the 
Reference Services Division. This will be the 
culmination of an objective of long standing 
by reference librarians who were restive 
about the anomaly of having sections of type 
of library work included in divisions based 
on types of libraries. 

Although not a certainty as yet, it appears 
very probable that the ACRL Pure and Ap
plied Science Section will be assigned to the 
new Specialized Libraries Division. Richard 
Blanchard, Chairman of PASS, has been asked 
to serve on the organizing committee for the 
new division. 

It now appears that several of ACRL's 
committee functions will be absorbed by 
other ALA divisions. To name a few possibil
ities, it can be assumed that ACRL commit
tees dealing with functions such as audio
visual matters, buildings, recruitment, stand-
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ards, statistics, rare books, and duplicates will 
go out of existence just as soon as their pro
grams can be transferred to other divisions. 
Buildings and statistics, for example, will 
become responsibilities of the new library 
Administration Division, while audio-visual 
matters will be centralized in the hands of the 
new Audio-Visual Committee. Other func
tions will be transferred whenever they are 
in conflict with or duplicate the work as
signed to other divisions. Recommendations 
for such changes will be made by the ALA 
Committee on Organization to the ALA 
Council at midwinter and will probably take 
effect immediately. 

Another area of present uncertainty is 
that of statements of fields of responsibility. 
The Committee on Organization has pro
posed the following abbreviated statement 
for ACRL, to serve for the present with the 
understanding that it can be revised later: 
"This Division represents those libraries which 
support formal education above the second
ary school level or which provide reference 
and research collections of significance." This 
and the shortened statements for the other di
visions were prepared to accompany the dues 
notices. ACRL will need to give careful study 
to its statement of fields of responsibility as 
revisions will undoubtedly be in order dur
ing the shakedown period of the next few 
years. 

The revised ALA constitution, incorporat
ing the Council-approved recommendations 
of the Steering Committee on Implementa
tion of the Management Survey, provides that 
even though divisions by type of work may 
subdivide according to types of libraries, di
visions by types of libraries, such as ACRL, 
may not subdivide according to types of li
brary work. It is on this basis that some of 
ACRL's present section and committee func
tions are subject to transfer to other divisions. 

Another principle which has been estab
lished is that the thirteen divisions will be 
responsible for special areas and that they 
will speak for ALA in their respective fields. 
In an important sense this responsibility will 
constitute a stimulating challenge to the di
visions to develop full cognizance and com
petence in their areas of responsibility. Freed 
of minor and conflicting functions, they should 
be in an excellent position to develop the 
full potentialities intended for them within 
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the framework of the reorganization. 
A third concept of the reorganization is 

that the ALA Executive Secretary is respon
sible for headquarters services to divisions 
and that the divisional secretaries are respon
sible to him. A particularly fruitful aspect of 
this administrative relationship is that effec
tive and economical integration of the whole 
of ALA headquarters, not hitherto possible, 
may now be achieved. This organization also 
provides that divisional executive secretaries, 
according to their respective work loads, may 
be assigned staff responsibilities for more 
than one division. 

On January 1, 1957, when the new ALA 
Constitution and Bylaws become effective, 
all portions of the ACRL Constitution and 
Bylaws in conflict with the new ALA Con
stitution automatically become null and void. 
The ACRL Constitution can be amended by 
a two-thirds vote of members present at gen
eral sessions of two annual conferences. Our 
Committee on Constitution and Bylaws is 
now at work on a new draft, which will be 
presented for ratification at Kansas City and 
San Francisco. In the interim ACRL will be 

. without a complete constitution and bylaws. 
Under the reorganization ACRL will at 

first have few but highly important program 
activities. These include publications, founda
tion grants, state representatives, and rela
tionships with professional and learned or
ganizations. Obviously these programs do not 
fully constitute the maximum scope of ACRL 
activities within the framework of the reor
ganization. ACRL should at once proceed to 
determine what are the problems of the col
lege, university and research libraries with 
which the ACRL program should be con
cerned. It seems likely that this determination 
will, after consideration by tlie ACRL Board 
of Directors, and in cooperation with the 
ALA Program Evaluation and Budget Com
mittee, be outlined by a special ACRL pro
gram and activities committee yet to be 
authorized. 

In my opinion ACRL is potentially in a 
better position now to grow and develop to 
heights not hitherto possible because the re
organization is bringing about an integration 
of the 9.ivisions which permits maximum flex
ibility and force of emphasis. If ACRL's mem
bership continues to grow-and there is a 
strong possibility that it will increase marked-
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ly as a result of changes brought about by the 
reorganization-and if the association's pro
gram activities develop to the new stature 
anticipated for them, then the reorganization 
will indeed be a success.-Robert W. Orr) 
President) A CRL. 

PROGRAM EvALUATION AND BuDGET 

CoMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Although the official and detailed report 
of the initial meeting of ALA's new Program 
Evaluation and Budget Committee was made 
to the ALA Executive Board and can be re
ported to membership only in terms of official 
action by the Executive Board, I think it 
might be helpful for members of ACRL to 
know something about this important new 
committee, its functions and pattern. It will 
be recalled that because of its crucial nature 
this committee was one of the first new in
ternal operating ALA committees to be set 
in motion under the Reorganization. The 
broad purpose of the committee is probably 
clear from its title, which suggests that the 
committee shall review all program sugges
tions and their budgetary implications for 
ALA and make appropriate recommenda
tions to the ALA Executive Board for action. 
The membership of the committee clearly 
reflects the new emphasis of ALA on a divi
sional pattern, for it is made up ex-officio of 
the immediate past-presidents of the several 
divisions and the president-elect of ALA, 
with ALA's immediate past-president as chair
man. 

This new committee held its first meeting 
in Chicago on two full days in November, 
just prior to the meeting of the Executive 
Board, and on the morning of the third day 
the committee's recommendations were tak
en to the Executive Board by a subcommit- · 
tee. As working papers the committee had be
fore it a large and complex, but beautifully 
organized, assemblage of requests brought 
into ALA by the several divisions, both the 
older ones and those now coming into being, 
by their component sections and committees, 
and by all ALA central committees and 
boards, as well as the detailed budget re
quests of the entire headquarters operation, 
including publishing. I want to emphasize 
particularly that, insofar as divisions are con
cerned, the budget requests came to us com-

pletely as presented, without alteration or 
without recommendation from ALA head
quarters staff. The full responsibility for de
ciding on the fate of budget requests, subject 
only to later Executive Board decision, lay 
with the new committee, composed as I have 
said of divisional past-presidents. 

At this point a special word of sincere 
gratitude is due to Executive Secretary David 
Clift, Comptroller Leo Weins and the other 
staff who must have labored tremendously to 
produce for the first time this coordinated 
budget statement and who acted, in my sin
cere opinion, with the greatest of wisdom and 
good will in presenting information to the 
committee and in assisting it to understand 
its new and responsible task. 

This task will never be an easy one, it must 
be obvious, and it was particularly difficult 
in this initial meeting because the members 
felt a responsibility for setting certain pat
terns of procedure and levels of emphasis. 
We had the problem of considering numer
ous budgetary proposals, ranging from the 
repair of roof gutters on the headquarters 
building to the desirability of a broad-gauged 
program to recruit young people into librar
ianship, from the probable housekeeping 
budget needs of unknown new committees in 
new divisions to the total implications, both 
professional and budgetary, of the publish
ing enterprises of ALA and all of its divisions. 
I think I can say in all honesty that the com
mittee kept its sights high and gave particu
lar attention to the long term and large re
sponsibilities of ALA and all of its com
ponent parts. Within the framework there 
was ready opportunity for every member of 
the committee to supplement the fiscal infor
mation with words of advice or encourage
ment about particular projects. In my opin
ion the committee discussions proceeded 
with complete good will and with deter
mined optimism. 

When the committee recommendations 
were taken on the third morning to the Exec
utive Board, these recommendations were 
received with thoughtful and, I think, wel
come attention. Some indication of the prac
tical usefulness and also the high-level func
tion of the new committee can perhaps be 
gained from the fact that the Executive Board 
was able to accomplish its large docket of 

(Continued on page 43) 
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News from the Field 
ACQUISITIONS, GIFTS, COLLECTIONS 

A library of more than two thousand vol
umes, with particular emphasis in the field 
of music, has been bequeathed to the general 
library of the University of California (Berke
ley). The collection belonged to the late 
Manfred Bukofzer, noted musicologist, schol
ar and long-time member of the University 
of California faculty, and his late wife Ilse 
Bukofzer. 

Coburn Library at Colorado College, Colo
rado Springs, has received the Charles H. 
Collins Collection of Historical Manuscripts, 
comprising 51 autograph letters and docu
ments. These relate to celebrated personages 
of American history, the French Revolution 
and the first Empire. The collection is a gift 
of the Collins family in memory of their 
father. The texts may be available in a 
printed edition within a year. Meanwhile 
photographic copies can be supplied to in
terested scholars. 

The National Science Foundation has 
made a grant of $11,700 to the Midwest In
ter-Library Center to support the initial year 
of the center's Chemical Abstracts Project. 

The Chemical Abstracts Project is directed 
toward achieving complete regional coverage, 
in the form of current subscriptions, as con
cerns the 4,700 journals being abstracted in 
Chemical . Abstracts. These journals are se
lected by the Chemical Abstracts editors as 
worth partial or complete abstracting, and 
they are consequently asked for in our librar
ies. A title-by-title check in the MILC mem
ber libraries has indicated that 3,910 of the 
journals are now being received in one or 
more of them. The remaining 790 are not 
being received by any of the MILC libraries 
and it is this group of 790 which the center 
will acquire under the Project. 

The Chemical Abstracts Project was adopt
ed as a center program by the MILC board 
of directors about a year ago and implemen
tation was to await the availability of funds. 
Shortly afterward the National Science Foun
dation approached the center with an in
quiry as to ways it might aid. Support by the 
National Science Foundation will permit the 
MILC to inaugurate the full program imme-
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diately and will significantly and quickly add 
to the library resources of the Middle West. 

Research material acquired by the Mount 
Vernon Ladies' Association for the use in 
the restoration work undertaken since 1859, 
now forms the basis of a reference library at 
Mount Vernon. The primary fields of inter
est are the personal and domestic life of 
George Washington, his family, and their 
friends and neighbors, as well as eighteenth
century Virginia architecture, horticulture, 
agriculture, and the domestic arts and crafts, 
as they relate to Mount Vernon. 

The library includes some sixteen hundred 
manuscripts, about one thousand photostat 
copies of manuscripts, some three thousand 
reference volumes, including the Jackson 
Collection of Washington eulogies, biogra
phies, etc., a large and fairly complete collec
tion of early views of Mount Vernon, blue 
prints and maps, and a rather extensive file 
of newspaper articles, post cards, and other 
ephemera. General Washington's library is 
represented by about three hundred and fifty 
titles, consisting of original volumes, dupli
cate editions, and association items. 

The library is used primarily by the asso
ciation staff as an aid in the restoration work 
at Mount Vernon but students and scholars 
are cordially welcomed to use its resources. 
Inquiries may be addressed to the librarian, 
Mount Vernon Ladies' Association, Mount 
Vernon, Va. 

The National Institutes of Health has es
tablished a new program to help American 
scientists keep up to date on Russian medical 
research findings. Plans call for the transla
tion and distribution of Soviet scientific med
ical information in the biological and medical 
sciences. Objectives of the program are similar 
to that of the National Science Foundation 
in the field of the physical sciences. Funds 
totalling $250,000 were earmarked by the last 
Congress in the National Institutes of Health 
appropriation for this purpose. 

The program will include support for the 
re-publication in English of several represent
ative Soviet scientific journals and mono
graphs. These will be distributed by the Na
tional Institutes of Health to medical and 
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scientific libraries and to government agen
cies. The journals will be made available for 
purchase. 

The first two journals selected under the 
new program are in the fields of biochemistry 
and experimental biology and medicine. 

Also provisionally planned for appearance 
are four sections of a Soviet abstract journal: 
microbiology and infectious diseases; normal 
and pathological physiology, biochemistry 
pharmacology, toxicology; oncology; and in
ternal diseases. 

The third aspect of the program involves 
selection of a limited number of monographs 
for translation and publication. A Russian
English medical dictionary and a directory of 
Soviet medical and biological research insti
tutes are also being planned for publication. 

Several rare and ancient manuscript texts 
of the Buddhist and Bon religions of Tibet 
have been presented to the Yale University 
Library by Mrs. G. Glass Davitt, of Los An
geles, California. She gave the texts in mem
ory of her late husband, who received a B.A. 
degree in 1911, and a medical degree in 
1913, both from Yale. Dr. Davitt was on the 
staff of the Baptist Mission Hospital in 
Yachow, China, from 1914 to 1918 and col
lected a sizeable number of rare Tibetan 
manuscripts and artifacts. Added to Yale's 
growing collection of Tibetan literature, the 
gifts feature a rare hand-lettered edition of a 
sacred Bonist text several centuries old and 
probably the only one of its kind in America. 

BuiLDINGS 

Bids for a $1,500,000 library at Western 
Michigan College have been approved by 
the state administrative board. The new li
brary will replace a structure erected in 1924 
when the student body was under 2,000. The 
present enrollment is more than three times 
that figure. In addition, the center of the 
campus has shifted in the last five years to a 
point one mile west of the old library. As a 
result, library use has not increased in pro
portion to the increase in the student body. 

The new building will seat 750 students 
and easily constructed additions will make 
possible an increase to 1,000. There will be 
immediate stack room for 200,000 books. Fu
ture expansion can be readily provided by 
the removal of the audio-visual center and 
the department of librarianship, both of 

which will be initially housed in the new 
building. 

Wabash College, Crawfordsville, Ind., has 
received an anonymous gift of $600,000 en
abling the institution to begin preparations 
for immediate construction of a million-dol
lar library. The gift, together with money 
already in the library fund, will make it pos
sible to start construction this spring. The 
building will be erected on the west side of 
the campus just north of the campus center. 
The new structure will replace Yandes Li
brary Hall erected in 1891. 

LIBRARY ScHooLs 

The School of Librarianship of the Uni
versity of California has received a grant of 
$36,000 from the Fund for the Republic for 
a study of the selection and retention of 
books in California public and school librar
ies. The study, a revision of an earlier pro
posal described in the Three-Year Report of 
the Fund for the Republic published last 
May 31, has the support of the California Li
brary Association and the School Library As
sociation of California. It is planned that the 
project will be completed during the next 
eighteen months. Marjorie Fiske will serve 
as director of the project. 

A gift of $2,000 has been added to the re
cently established School of Librarianship 
Alumni Association Awards Fund. The dona
tion was made by Thomas S. Dabagh, special 
assistant to the president of the university, 
and member of the School's class of 1926, out 
of funds due him from the estate of the late 
Rose F. Mitchell, widow of Dean Sydney B. 
Mitchell, first director of the School of Li
brarianship on the Berkeley campus. The 
donation augments the $5,000 deposited 
earlier this year for the awards fund by the 
Alumni Association of the School. Income 
from the fund will be used to finance a Syd
ney B. Mitchell Scholarship, an annual lec
tureship in honor of Professor Emerita Edith 
M. Coulter, and a book-collecting competi
tion honoring Associate Professor Emerita 
Della J. Sisler. 

The Graduate Department of Library 
Science of the Catholic University of Ameri
ca announces the introduction of a course in 
Medical Bibliography to be offered during 
the Spring semester of 1957 (February 2-
May 25) and the Summer Session of 1957 
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(July 2-August 10). The course will be taught 
by Dr. Estelle Brodman, Assistant Librarian 
for Reference Services of the National Li
brary of Medicine. Inquiries and requests for 
application forms should be made to the De
partment of Library Science, Catholic Uni
versity of America, Washington 17, D.C. 

The Graduate Library School of the Uni
versity of Chicago announces the second of 
three annual workshops on the Evaluation 
of Library Materials for Children, to be held 
July 31-August 2, 1957. The 1957 Workshop 
will deal with library materials in the lan
guage arts, and will cover audio-visual ma
terials and their use as well as the materials 
of print. For further information, write to 
the Graduate Library School, University of 
Chicago, Chicago 37. 

Three full tuition scholarships for the aca
demic year 1957-58 are being offered by the 
Drexel Institute School of Library Science. 
These are available only to American citizens 
who matriculate as full time students for the 
Master's degree. Evidence of high academic 
achievement at an approved college or uni
versity and need for financial aid must be 
submitted. Application to the Dean of the 
School of Library Science, Drexel Institute 
of Technology, 32 and Chestnut Streets, 
Philadelphia 4, together with complete cre
dentials, must be filed before April 15, 1957. 

Inquiries concerning tuition scholarships 
for foreign students should be made a year 
in advance of the prospective grant and 
should also be addressed to the Dean. 

A concentrated course for present and 
prospective medical librarians will be offered 
by the University of Illinois Library School 
in the summer of 1957. The course, Medical 
Literature and Reference Work, under Pro
fessor Frances B. Jenkins, will be scheduled 
for five weeks, July 8-August 3 in Urbana 
and August 5-9 in Chicago. 

PUBLICATIONS 

·A Brief Account of the Origins & Purpose 
of the Chapin Library at Williams College 
(Williamstown, Mass.) was issued late in 
1956. It emphasizes the use of the library as 
a teaching tool, exciting the sensitivities of 
the student and instilling in him a respect 
and affection for books. The pamphlet is set 
in Poliphilus . type at the Cummington Press, 
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Rowe, Mass. , and printed at the Lane Press, 
Burlington, Vt., in an edition of 400 copies. 

The Handbook of Special Librarianship 
and Information Work, edited by Wilfred 
Ashworth (ASLIB, 4 Palace Gate, London, 
W.8, 1955, 387p. 50s, 40s to ASLIB members) 
covers many service aspects of interest to col
lege and research librarians. In addition to 
a general paper on special libraries, there are 
chapters dealing with administration, ac
quisitions, cataloging and indexing, classifi
cation, filing and storing material, binding, 
library planning, service routine, reference 
and information work, abstracting, publica
tions of the library, mechanical aids, and spe
cial library organizations. 

Helen Johns is the author of Twenty-Five 
Years of the Wash ington Library Association 
(Palo Alto, Calif.: Pacific Books, 1956. 176p. 
3.50). Included in the history is a brief 

sketch covering the years 1853-1931, achieve
ment through cooperative action, 1931-1955, 
legislative success and disappointment, the 
library section of the Institute of Govern
ment of the University of Washington, execu
tive committees of the association, the con
stitution, and a program for the future. 

The University, the Citizen, and World 
A ffairs, by Cyril 0. Houle and Charles A. 
N elson (Washington, D.C.: American Coun
cil on Education, 1956. 179p. 3.00) is con
cerned with the responsibility of the univer
sity in interesting all types of citizens in in
ternational problems. Among the topics dis
cussed are adult education, public opinion, 
the role of the university, the scope of pres
ent services, and a positive program for ac
tion. University librarians are not discussed 
directly, but by implication they are an es
sential part of the educational process in in
ternational affairs. 

The Library Quarterly for October, 1956, 
contains the papers of the 1956 conference 
of the University of Chicago Graduate Li
brary School. The topic of the conference 
was "Toward a Better Cataloging Code." 

Studies in Coordinate Indexing, vol.3, by 
Mortimer Taube and Associates, has been 
issued by Documentation, Inc. (Washington, 
D.C., 1956, 165p.) Included in the volume 
are papers on communi6.ttion theory and 
storage and retrieval ·systems, cost in retriev
al and storage, cosf of ;generic coding, the 
logic and mechanics 'of storage and retrieval 
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systems, documentation in instrumentation, 
and coordinate indexing. 

The library staff association of the U niver
sity of California at Davis has revised its staff 
handbook. In addition to historical and ad-

. ministrative information, the booklet con
tains data about local organizations of inter
est to staff members, suggestions for trips, 
summary of personnel rules, and the constitu
tion of the association. Copies may be ob
tained from the library. 

The Bookman's Concise Dictionary, by 
F. C. Avis (New York: Philosophical Library, 
1956. 32lp. $4.75) contains brief definitions 
or descriptions of names, words, expressions 
and abbreviations "encountered in the world 
of books." 

Epiphanies, by James Joyce (Buffalo, Lock
wood Memorial Library, 1956. $5) contains 
22 short pieces found among the author's 
papers after his death and now in the li
brary's collection. Edited by Professor 0. A. 
Silverman of the University of Buffalo, the 
book was designed by William Watson at the 
Easy Hill Press. It appears in a limited edi
tion of 500 copies. 

An index to Panorama, a periodical pub
lished by Harry Shaw Newman of the Old 
Print Shop, is now available. The magazine 
was published between November 1945 and 
April 1950, and included biographical notes, 
illustrations and articles mostly on American 
painters and painting. The $2 price of the 
Panorama index covers costs, postage and 
handling. It may be ordered from Julia Sa
bine, Art and Music Department, Newark 
Public Library, Box 630, Newark I, New 
Jersey. 

The first issue of the new National Book 
Committee Quarterly contains reports on the 
committee's activities and information on 
problems affecting books and reading. The 
quarterly is a six-page photo offset publica
tion. Subscriptions at 1 per year may be 
sent to the National Book Committee, 24 
West 40th Street, New York 18, N.Y. 

Subject Collections, edited by Lee Ash, 
librarian of the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace, will be issued by R. R. 
Bowker Company this year. The work will 
expand the coverage formerly carried in the 
American Library Directory, the 21st edition 
of which also will appear this year. Subject 
Collections will be arranged by familiar sub-

ject headings augmented by the names of 
many author, place and commemorative 
name collections. It will cover book resources 
of college, special and public libraries 
grouped by state under each subject. Infor
mation will include size of collection, degree 
of bibliographical control, funds available, 
form of material, name of special curator, etc. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

A comprehensive study of the Columbia 
University Libraries is under way in conjunc
tion with the President's Committee on the 
Educational Future of the University. The 
idea for the study grew out of discussions be
tween Dr. Richard H. Logsdon, the director 
of libraries, and the committee relative to the 
adequacy of the collections for present and 
probable future programs of research and in
struction. The School of Library Service as
sisted by releasing Professor Maurice F. Tau
ber from teaching responsibility during the 
winter term so that he could direct the study. 
He is being assisted by C. Donald Cook. 

Organized basically as a self-survey, meth
ods and procedures are being developed with 
the assistance of the supervisory staff of the 
university libraries. Both Professor Tauber 
and Dr. Logsdon are serving on the univer
sity's advisory committee to the President's 
Committee. 

The 1956 annual Library Lecture on Books 
and Bibliography at the University of Kan
sas was given November 30 by Professor 
Archer Taylor of the University of Califor
nia. He discussed early rare-book catalogs and 
their use. 

The American Library Association an
nounced awards totalling $30,000 to be made 
to the authors of books published in 1956 
and in 1957 that "make distinguished contri
butions to the American tradition of liberty 
and justice." The awards are made possible 
by a grant from the Fund for the Republic. 

Awards of $5,000 each to the authors of 
the most distinguished books published in 
the United States in 1956 and in 1957 in 
three categories : (1) contemporary problems 
and affairs (non-fiction); (2) history and bi
ography (non-fiction); (3) imaginative liter
ature (fiction, poetry or published drama). 
Publishers of award-winning books will re
ceive citations. 

Inquiries and suggestions of nominations 
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for the awards should be sent to: Robert B. 
Downs, Chairman, ALA Intellectual Free
dom Committee, University of Illinois Li
braries, Urbana. 

The second annual Murray Gottlieb Prize 
of $50 is to be offered for the best article on 
some phase of the history of American medi
cine written by a medical librarian. Articles 
should be not less than 5,000 words in length 
and not more than 6,500. The closing date 
will be April l, 1957. Manuscripts should be 
prepared according to instructions on the 
inside front cover of the Bulletin of theM edi
cal Library Association, and should be sent 
to its editor. The winning article will be 
announced at the annual meeting of the 
Medical Library Association in 1957. The 
judges will be Janet Doe, Estelle Brodman, 
and Mrs. Mildred Crowe Langner. 

The United States Air Force Academy Li-

brary Advisory Board has held its first meet
ing at the academy and submitted a report 
to Major General James E. Briggs, superin
tendent. The board was appointed at the di
rection of the superintendent to advise him 
in matters relating to the library, to recom
mend policies and programs to insure the 
maintenance of library standards in library 
service, and to provide a basis for construc
tive building of the collections in support of 
teaching, research, and other library needs 
of the academy. Members of the board are: 
Dr. Herman H. Fussier, director of libraries, 
University of Chicago; Dr. G. A. Hawkins, 
dean of engineering, Purdue University; Dr. 
Jerrold Orne, director of libraries, Air Uni
versity; Dr. James E. Perdue, dean, College 
of Arts and Sciences, University of Denver; 
and Dr. Eugene H. Wilson, director of li
braries, University of Colorado, chairman. 

ACRL News and Comment 
(Continued from page 38) 

work in half the allotted time, simply be
cause the new Program Evaluation and Budg
et Committee had been in a position to give 
detailed as well as general attention to the 
whole budget, a task which in earlier years 
the Executive Board had tried to fit into its 
overworked schedule. 

Thus I think this new organization offers 
both opportunity and responsibilities to the 
divisions. They can present their hopes and 
their plans before a regular group of their 
peers. And on the other hand they must be 
prepared to see these hopes and plans with
in a framework of the total program and 
budget of the ALA and all its parts. This 
will be a difficult task each year, requiring 
detailed and thoughtful budget preparation 
on the part of each division for itself and its 
own sub-parts, and requiring careful atten
tion on the part of the divisional chief officer 
to the needs of his division and their rela
tionship to the ALA. If there is any weak
ness in the new arrangement, it is simply that 
each year this important committee is made 
up almost entirely of new members; but per-
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haps we can look on this as a source of 
strength rather than weakness because there 
will be from year to year a fresh review of the 
total ALA operation. Perhaps the biggest 
burden involved in this annual turnover of 
committee membership falls on the head
quarters staff who will have to initiate each 
new group. Obviously, however, they are up 
to this task. 

Finally I would say, or reiterate, that this 
new pattern clearly reflects a basic concen
tration of attention on the divisional efforts 
of ALA, it gives to the divisions the major 
responsibility for projecting the future 
growth and program of the entire ALA, and 
in these terms it presents a very hopeful pic
ture for all of us. The job for the ACRL now 
is to decide wherein its best efforts should 
be centered, to formulate and work toward 
rna jor programs serving the larger needs of 
American higher education, and to carry 
these programs vigorously and optimistically 
to their fellow librarians in ALA.-Robert 
Vosper, Director of Libraries, University of 
Kansas. 
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Personnel 
According to the distinguished tenth li

brarian of the University of Virginia, Mr. 
Harry Clemons, a Three Musketeer group 

John Cook Wyllie 

on October 1, 1956. 

of student assistants 
began working in the 
Rotunda during the 
Christmas holidays 
of 1928. They were 
Randolph Church, 
now State Librarian 
of Virginia, Jack Dal
ton, eleventh librar
ian of the University 
of Virginia, and 
JoHN CooK WYLLIE, 
who became twelfth 
librarian of. the Uni
versity of Virginia 

Such was the beginning of a devoted and 
effective career in the service of books and 
students in Charlottesville. John Wyllie grad
uated from Virginia in 1929 and served as 
assistant reference librarian there from 1929 
to 1933. After travel in Europe, he became 
Curator of the Virginia Collection and served 
in that capacity from 1934 to 1938. From 
1938 to .1941 he was Director of the Rare 
Book and Manuscript Division and Curator 
of the McGregor Library. Mr. Clemons writes 
in The University of Virginia Library) 1825-
1950 that "he virtually created the rare book 
collections by an exhaustive examination, 
book by book, of the collections of the Gen
eral Library." After war service from 1941 
to 1945 he returned to assume the title of 
Curator of Rare Books, a title which he held 
until last October. He had a leading role in 
the organization of the University of Vir
ginia Bibliographical Society and the Albe
marle County Historical Society and in the 
reorganization of the University of Virginia 
Press in 1948. For the Richmond News-Lead
er he edits one of the finest book review 
pages in the country. 

When John Wyllie received the Univer
sity of Virginia's Algernon Sydney Sullivan 
Award in 1948, the citation read in part: "His 
services in peace have centered in the Univer
sity Library, to the development of which 
he has contributed greatly; but by his keen 

mind, indefatigable industry, and striking 
originality he has extended widely a whole
some influence for intellectual honesty and 
sturdy endeavor. The full story of his gen
erous and self-sacrificing efforts is known to 
no one else, and has been forgotten by him." 
-Lawrence S. Thompson. 

JuLIAN S. FowLER retired in September, 
1956, from the position that he had occupied 
for 28 years as librarian of Oberlin College. 

Fowler was one of 
three well-known li· 
brarians who were 
graduated from the 
same small liberal 
arts college in up
state New York dur
ing the decade be
fore the First World 
War. If all of our 
colleges, large and 
small, could do even 
one-third as well as 

Julian S. Fowler Hobart did, the situ-
ation of library ad

ministration in the United States would be 
greatly improved, and we should be well on 
the way toward solution of many of our most 
serious library problems. 

Like a majority of our more successful li
brarians, Fowler began his library career in 
his own college library. He worked there for 
six years after graduation. This was followed 
by war library work and by one year as a 
cataloger at Princeton before he went to the 
New York State Library School at Albany 
and obtained his certificate. From Albany he 
proceeded immediately to the top position 
at the University of Cincinnati Library, 
where he worked successfully for six years. 
He was then selected, after long and careful 
search by Oberlin College, as successor to 
Azariah Smith Root. 

Azariah Root still ranks at the top of the 
list of college-as distinct from university
librarians, and had been the only college 
librarian of this century to be elected presi
dent of the American Library Association up 
to that time. Flora Belle Ludington, in fact, 
is the only college librarian to be elected 
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since Professor Root, unless Charles H. 
Brown's Iowa State College can be regarded 
as a college. 

It was no easy task to succeed Azariah 
Root as librarian or to take over the bibliog
raphy classes with which he had been so suc
cessful. At the outset Fowler also had to face 
the difficult job of adding to the Oberlin 
library building, which had been the best
planned college library building of its time 
twenty years earlier, but was now outgrown 
and outmoded. Fowler handled each of these 
tasks much better than just adequately. He 
continued his predecessor's great work in 
building up a college library book collection 
exceeded in size and quality only by Dart
mouth's. This was accomplished with funds 
that, to a first class liberal arts college in the 
East, would have seemed very limited, and 
with a salary scale that has always remained 
somewhat substandard. He also dealt suc
cessfully with a faculty that had a hard time 
realizing that Azariah Roots do not come in 
pairs. He found time during recent years to 
teach a course at the Library School of West
ern Reserve University, which he will con
tinue, it is hoped, in spite of his retirement 
from the Oberlin library. 

Fowler has done more than his share in 
extramural college and library activities, par
ticularly in the Association of College and 
Reference Libraries and the Ohio Library 
Association. His quiet effectiveness as one of 
the seniors in his chosen profession will be 
missed at Oberlin and in the library world 
as he begins his well-earned retirement. The 
important contribution that Fowler made to 
his institution is an unusually effective 
demonstration that one does not have to re
semble one's predecessor to be a success. 

Eileen Thornton, who now comes to 
Oberlin, finds there a superb college library 
collection in a building that, for a second 
time, has become outgrown and outmoded, 
as buildings have a way of doing every twenty 
years or so. She will find, as Fowler did, that 
it is no easy task to succeed a first class 
librarian.-Keyes D. Metcalf. 

RussELL S. DozER, chief of readers' services, 
Ohio State University Library, became li
brarian of the DePauw University Library at 
Greencastle, Indiana, on January I, 1957. 
Dozer is a graduate of Wooster College, has 
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received his M.A. degree from Ohio State 
University, has done additional graduate work 
in American history at Harvard, and is now 
completing his doctoral dissertation at the 
Graduate Library School of the University 
of Chicago. 

Prior to the outbreak of the Second World 
War, he was a member of the staff of the 
Legislative Reference Service of the Library 
of Congress, but . in 1941 he was appointed 
administrative assistant to the chief of the 
Division of Special Information, under the 
Office of the Coordinator of Information, 
later the O.S.S. Subsequently he became en
gaged in intelligence work for the U.S. Navy. 
With the cessation of hostilities he returned 
to the LC Legislative Reference Service, and 
following a period of residence at the Uni
versity of Chicago, assumed his present posi
tion. 

We first came to know Russ Dozer in 1941 
when we ourselves joined the staff of the 
Coordinator of Information, where he made 
an outstanding record as a successful and 
popular administrator, and we have followed 
his career closely ever since. He brings to his 
new responsibilities a happy combination of 
sound scholarship, and an unusually rich ex
perience in administration. At DePauw he 
will find a newly constructed library build
ing awaiting his arrival and a university ad
ministration that is eager to see the library 
play a more extensive role in the develop
ment of the educational program of the 
school. Both in experience and personality 
Russ is admirably qualified to take the fullest 
possible advantage of this new opportunity, 
and we confidently predict for him a truly 
distinguished career.-]. H. Shera. 

CLYDE C. WALTON, JR. became librarian of 
the Illinois State Historical Society Library, 
Springfield, and secretary of the Illinois State 
Historical Society September I. He left the 
position of head of reference services at the 
State University of Iowa, where he had been 
since taking his master's degree from the 
Graduate Library School, University of Chi
cago. He was awarded an honorary doctorate 
by Lincoln College . 

. Although Walton held several posts at 
Iowa, his time was largely devoted to develop
ing the special collections department, assist
ing Iowa librarians with their rare books 
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problems, and expanding the Bollinger Col
lection of Lincolniana. This led to work with 
the Chicago Civil War Round Table and, 
in turn, to starting of the magazine Civil 
War History , now in its third volume. His 
interest and reputation in Civil War history 
earned him a place on the National Civil 
War Centennial Celebration Committee and 
on various other• committees at the national 
level. 

His wide-spread reputation on campus as 
a teacher grew from his graduate seminar in 
bibliographical methods, and a series of in
structional activities for communication skills 
students. Fortunately, our regret in losing 
him to Illinois is somewhat alleviated by his 
willingness to continue as editor of Civil 
War History , which will continue as a pub
lication of the State University of lowa.
Ralph E. Ellsworth. 

Appointments 

GALEN S. ALEXANDER is librarian of the 
new theology library of Temple University. 

MRs. JuANITA 1\f. BARNETT succeeded D. A. 
SEAGER as head librarian of the Ouachita 
Baptist College, Arkadelphia, Ark. 

LEONA BERRY is circulation librarian, Kan
sas State Teachers College, Pittsburg. 

ELIZABETH C. BoRDEN, head of the catalog
ing department, University of Pennsylvania 
Library is now also assistant librarian, prep
aration division. 

THOMAS R. BucKMAN is head of acquisi
tions, University of Kansas Library. 

The University of California Library in 
Los Angeles report these appointments: 
RoBERT E. ARNDAL, assistant serials librarian, 
acquisitions department; ANNA BLOSTEIN, 
order lilSrarian, Engineering Library ; JAMES 
KANE, assistant in acquisitions section, Bio
medical Library; MRs. FRANCES KIRSCHEN
BAUM, assistant in the reference and bibliog
raphy section, reference department; MIRIAM 
LICHTHEIM, Near East bibliographer. 

JOSEPHINE CHEN is a cataloger at the Grad
uate School of Design, Harvard University. 

Appointments at the Library of Chicago 
Teachers College and Wilson Junior Col
lege: PAULINE A. ATHERTON, head of the ma
terials center; GEORGE E. BuTLER, acting 
chairman, department of library science, Chi
cago Teachers College; MARY L. MAINWAR
ING, head of audio-visual center; MARY D. 
l\1ALONEY, assistant librarian, North Side 
Campus; LuciEN E. PALMIERI, North Side 
Campus; and MARION TAYLOR, instructor in 
library science. 

ANN CLARY is in the library of the Ameri
can National Red Cross. 

RoBERT W. CoovER is a technical reports 
cataloger for General Electric, Lynn, Mass. 

KATHERINE DAVIS is assistant librarian at 
Mt. Vernon Seminary and Junior College . 

KATHERINE S. DIEHL is librarian of South 
Georgia College, Douglas. 

Duke University Library has made three 
appointments in the reference department: 
FLORENCE BLAKELY, head; MARY W. CANA
DA and MARY FRANCES MoRRIS, assistants. 

MARGARET JANE EASTWOOD is catalog li
brarian at Fenn College, Cleveland. 

FRANCES FooKs is loan-reference librarian 
at Arkansas Polytechnic College, Russellville. 

LILLIAN B. GooDHART' is head of the peri
odical department, Rutgers University Li
brary. 

FRANCOIS-XAVIER GRONDIN is chief of the 
department of government publications and 
associate professor, Rutgers University. 

JAMES C. HEARON is public services librar
ian of Washington and Lee University, Lex
ington, Va. 

JANET HEFNER is assistant librarian at Mad
ison College, Harrisonburg, Va. 

L. E. J. H ELYAR, on leave from the Nation
al Central Library, London, is special con
sultant in acquisitions at the University of 
Kansas for a second year during 1956/ 57. 

RuDOLPH HIRSCH, assistant librarian, prep
aration division, University of Pennsylvania 
Library, since 1945, is now assistant director 
of libraries. 

FERNE R. HoovER is acting librarian and 
acting head of the Library Science Depart
ment, Madison College, Harrisonburg, Va. , 
during 1956/ 57 . JOE W. KRAus, librarian, is 
on a year's leave of absence to study at the 
University of Illinois. 

EDNA HoPKINS is a cataloger at Howard 
University Library. 

BILLIE HUDDLESTON is in the library of the 
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Naval Ordnance Laboratory m Corona, 
Calif. 

HAROLD R. J ENKINS is catalog librarian of 
Washington and Lee University, Lexington, 
Va .. 

H ELEN JANE JoNES is librarian, National 
Cash Register Company, Electronics Divi
sion, Hawthorne, Calif. 

JAMES L. JoNES is head of the branch li
braries of Colorado A&M College Library. 

Loms KAPLAN is deputy director of the 
University of Wisconsin Libraries, serving as 
acting director in 1956/57. 

MRs. FLOREINE KIBLER is reference librar
ian of Northeast Missouri State Teachers 
College, Kirksville. 

KEITH C. KNIGHT is circulation librarian at 
Iowa State Teachers College, Cedar Falls. 

ALAN R. KRULL is supervisor of the library, 
Argonne National Laboratory, Lemont, Ill. 

DoNALD W. KRUMMEL is reference librar
ian, Music Division, Library of Congress. 

BENT LuND of Oslo is a bibliographer in 
the acquisitions department, University of 
Kansas Library. 

ANNE V. MARINELLI is associate professor of 
library science, Texas State College for Wom
en, Denton. 

WILLIA r A. MARTIN, JR. is undergraduate 
librarian at the University of Kansas. 

CHARLES H. MILLER is assistant librarian in 
charge of public services at the University of 
Southern California. 

JESSE C. MILLS is head of the circulation 
department, University of. Pennsylvania. 

JAROSLAV NEMEC is in the American Medi
cal Association Library, Washington, D.C. 

GERALD NEWTON is acquisitions librarian, 

University of Kansas City Libraries. · 
Appointments at Ohio State University 

include: MARY Jo AusTIN, librarian, inter
library loan; JoHN L. BuECHLER, English and 
Speech Graduate Library; EARL A. FoRREST, 
assistant acquisition librarian; MARGARET L. 
J ENTGEN, cataloger; CHARLES E. ]ISKRA, bib
liographer; HENRY T. MuRPHY, librarian, 
Agriculture Library; DoNALD J. PEARCE, gift 
and exchange librarian; GEORGE P. ScHOYER, 
History, Political Science and Map Gradu
ate Libraries; JOHN B. STONIS, assistant librar
ian, Education Library. 

A N PERRY is a bookmobile librarian in the 
Buffalo and Erie County Public Library. 

GILBERT C. PETERSON, S. J., is head of the 
reference department, Catholic University of 
America Library. 

BENTON F. ScHEIDE is director of Northeast 
Missouri State Teachers College Libraries, 
Kirksville. 

MARY CATHERINE SCHLOEDER is a cata
loger at the Department of State. 

STANLEY A. SHEPARD is order librarian at 
Colgate University Library. 

MARCIA SHUFELT is librarian at Marymount 
Junior College, Arlington, Va. 

MRs. Lms GIBsoN SMITH is a cataloger at 
Bates College Libra.ry. 

jEANETTE STANFORD is librarian of the 
School of Veterinary Medicine, University 
of California, Davis. 

STANLEY S. SwANSON is librarian of the Ne
braska State Teachers College, Chadron. 

KANARDY L. TAYLOR, formerly chief librar
ian of the National Academy of Medicine, is 
librarian of the new Transportation Center 
at Northwestern University. 

Retirements 
JuLIA E. CuRRY, a senior member of the 

catalog department of the University of Cali
fornia Library at Los Angeles for 31 years, 
has retired. An alumna of the University of 
Illinois Library School she came to the cata
log department in 1924 after having experi
ence at the Sioux City (Iowa) Public Library. 
Miss Curry was in charge of cataloging for 
the Agriculture Library, and was responsible 
for cataloging all UCLA theses. Active in the 
UCLA Library Staff Association, she edited 
the first UCLA Library Staff Handbook. 
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MYRON WARREN GETCHELL has retired as 
assistant professor in the Department of Li
brary Science, Catholic University of Ameri
ca, where he had taught cataloging and clas
sification since 1937. Mr. Getchell received 
his A.B. and M.A. degrees at the University 
of Oregon and his B.L.S. at the University 
of Illinois Library School. He was on the staff 
of the University of Illinois library, 1922-27, 
and associate editor of The Dewey Decimal 
Classification and Relative Index) 1928-44. 

(Continued on page 87) 
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Personnel 
(Continued from page 47) 

Widely known as an authority on cataloging 
and classification, Mr. Getchell has made 
many contributions to professional journals. 

MRs. EILEEN R. CuNNINGHAM has retired 
as librarian of the Vanderbilt University 
School of Medicine after 35 years of service. 

ETHEL HooK, librarian of Northeast Mis-

souri State Teachers College, Kirksville, since 
1931, has retired. 

MRs. CATHARINE J. PIERCE has . retired as 
head of the reference department of the 
Duke University Library. She came to Duke 
in 1950 after eighteen years service as refer
ence librarian at Swarthmore College. 

Necrology 
WILLIAM T. PERRY, a member of the 

Brooklyn College Library staff, died of a 
heart attack on November 6. Prior to his ap
pointment to Brooklyn, he worked as a cata: 
loger in the New York University, the New 
York Public, Pierpont Morgan and Woodrow 

Wilson Memorial libraries. 
TALBOT F. HAMLIN, librarian of the Avery 

Architectural Library, Columbia University, 
from 1935 to 1945 and teacher and writer in 
the field of architecture, died on October 7. 

Classified ·Advertisements 
Rate: $1 per line; 3-line minimum. Closes first of month preceding date of issue. 

CATALOGERS!!! You will find a real 
challenge in this fast-growing com
munity and progressive library. A 
$30,000 book budget has been ap
proved for this year. See your ideas 
included in a brand new library now 
in the planning stages. Help plan an 
effective library system for an appre
ciative southern California communi
ty. We are looking for a top-notch 
professional librarian in teres ted in a 
provocative position. Salary .range de
pendent upon experience and educa
tion, $4308 to $5203. Full fringe bene
fits, retirement, sick leave, three weeks' 
vacation, incentive salary increments. 
Apply Pomona Public Library, 380 
North Main St., Pomona, California. 

COLONIAL BOOK SERVICE--Spe
cialists in supplying the out-of-print 
books as listed in all library indices 
(Granger Poetry; Essay and General 
Literature; Shaw; Standard; Fiction; 
Biography; Lamont; Speech; etc.) 
Want lists invited. 23 East 4th St., 
New York 3, N.Y. 

SEARCH SERVICE OUR 
SPECIALTY 

25 years of experience, world-wide con
tacts, enable us to give prompt and 
efficient results. Send us your WANT 
LISTS. Catalogues issued. RAVEN 
BOOKSHOP, 752 Broadway, New York 
3, N.Y. 

Barnes & Noble, Inc. supplies books 
not obtainable from publishers imme
diately from stock of over a million 
volumes or in reasonably quick time 
through free Search Service. Send lists 
to Dept. CR, Barnes & N9ble, Inc., 
105 Fifth Ave., New York 2, N.Y. 

FOREIGN books and periodicals, cur
rent and out of print. Albert J. Phie
big, Box 352, White Plains, N. Y. 

HILLYER COLLEGE LIBRARY in 
a fast growing community college 
needs a cataloger who will be assistant 
librarian. Salary $4,000, with month's 
vacation. L.S. degree essential. Apply 
to Alice Louise Smith, Librarian, Hill
yer College, Hartford, Conn. 
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