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Book Production 
Printing and. Promotion Handbook; How to 

Plan, Produce, and Use Printing Advertis-
ing, and Direct Mail. By Dan ie l Melcher 
a n d Nancy Larr ick . N e w York: McGraw-
Hi l l Book Co., Inc . 1956. 2d ed. 438p. $7. 

Sales on a Shoestring. How to Advertise 
Books. By Sydney Hyde . Fa i r Lawn , New 
Jersey: Essential Books, Inc . 1956. 170p. 
$3.50. Or ig ina l ly pub l i shed : L o n d o n : An-
dre Deutsch Ltd . , 1956. 

What Happens in Book Publishing. Ed . by 
C h a n d l e r B. Grann i s . N e w York: Colum-
bia Univers i ty Press, 1957. 414p. $5.00. 

The Book World Today. A New Survey of 
the Making and Distribution of Books in 
Britain. Ed . by J o h n H a m p d e n . L o n d o n : 
George Al len & U n w i n Ltd. , 1957. 278p. 
21s. 

Bowker Lectures on Book Publishing. New 
York: R . R . Bowker C o m p a n y , 1957. x, 
389p. $5.00. 

All those in teres ted in pub l i sh ing in the 
English l anguage who f o u n d d u r i n g the last 
decade a d e a r t h of n e w titles on this subject 
will be pleased wi th five n e w books f r o m 
bo th sides of the A t l an t i c which focus at-
t en t ion on pos t -Wor ld W a r I I develop-
men t s in the field. N o n e of t h e m was writ-
ten specifically for l ib ra r ians b u t they o p e n 
such b r o a d vistas for all those dea l ing wi th 
books tha t they should be careful ly exam-
ined . T h e increasing complexi ty of publ ish-
ing which requi res the knowledge of m a n y 
exper ts is expressed in the m u l t i p l e au thor -
ship of all five titles. T w o of the five books 
u n d e r cons idera t ion a p p e a r e d in previous 
edi t ions u n d e r the same tit les (Printing and 
Promotion Handbook in its first ed i t ion in 
1949, The Book World Today in 1935 by 
the same edi tor b u t wr i t t en by d i f fe ren t con-
t r ibutors) . 

T h e only t rue re fe rence vo lume of the 
g r o u p is the Printing and Promotion Hand-
book which provides in a lphabe t ica l ar-
r a n g e m e n t def in i t ions a n d exp lana t ions for 
every phase of the physical p r o d u c t i o n of 
books, pamphle t s , signs, a n d adver t isements , 
a n d would seem to be long in any genera l li-

brary. T h i s encyclopedic gu ide to p r o m o t i o n 
a n d adver t is ing gives de ta i led technical in-
f o r m a t i o n on every type of m u l t i g r a p h i n g 
f r o m carbon copy to ro togravure . Dan ie l 
Melcher br ings to the task of compi la t ion 
his wide exper ience as d i rec tor of the R . R . 
Bowker C o m p a n y a n d his backg round of ad-
vert ising, p roduc t ion , a n d sales fo r var ious 
publ ishers ; co-author Nancy Larr ick was fo r 
m a n y years engaged in similar work b u t con-
cen t ra ted h e r a t t e n t i o n on p r o d u c t i o n a n d 
edi tor ia l work on books fo r ch i ldren a n d 
y o u n g peop le . 

W h i l e the Melcher-Larr ick vo lume has the 
widest use a n d appea l , Hyde ' s t i t le is most 
restr icted in subjec t as it deals only wi th 
p rob lems of adver t i s ing a n d sales of books. 
I t is geared p r imar i ly to Bri t ish readers b u t 
con ta ins a chap t e r on the selling of books 
in the U n i t e d States, wr i t ten by F o n W . 
B o a r d m a n , adver t i s ing m a n a g e r of the N e w 
York office of O x f o r d Univers i ty Press. Au-
thor Hyde , w h o has spen t th i r ty years wi th 
some of Br i ta in ' s fo remos t publ ishers , im-
par t s i n f o r m a t i o n of va lue n o t only to his 
colleagues b u t also to the consumers of the i r 
efforts, readers a n d l ibrar ians . 

The Book World Today a n d What Hap-
pens in Book Publishing p resen t individ-
ua l chapters on all aspects of pub l i sh ing 
wr i t t en by over twenty con t r ibu to r s w h o 
pool thei r resources to offer a comple te pano-
r a m a of the pub l i sh ing scene. T h e t i t le of 
the first book is somewhat mis leading as the 
wor ld descr ibed by ed i to r H a m p d e n is n o t 
global b u t Bri t ish. Dis regard ing the differ-
ences in countr ies , customs, a n d methods , 
G r a n n i s d id a super io r ed i t i ng j o b because 
he bu i l t a very t ight a n d comple te tab le of 
con ten t s a n d then p e r m i t t e d each of his con-
t r ibutors , w h o are specialists in the i r def ined 
areas, e n o u g h space to cover his assigned 
topic. H e supp l i ed a n in t roduc to ry essay 
u n d e r the t i t le " G e n e r a l Survey of Book 
Pub l i sh ing" which will r e m a i n the def ini t ive 
piece of wr i t ing on this subjec t fo r a long 
t ime. H a m p d e n ' s con t r ibu to r s are m e n of 
na t i ona l a n d even i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e p u t a t i o n , 
b u t he seems to conceive of his edi tor ia l 
f u n c t i o n as a r a the r gentee l a r t which rarely 
requ i res a red penci l fo r the e l imina t ion of 
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unessent ials or ove r l app ing con ten t . T h e in-
t roduc t ion , wr i t t en by Sir Stanley U n w i n , 
the a u t h o r of Br i ta in ' s most significant work 
on publ i sh ing , is very cursory a n d includes 
an excel lent b u t incomple te discourse on 
censorship. T h e section on paperbacks by 
Sir Al len Lane , the highly successful pub-
lisher of Pengu in Books, is very short as the 
a u t h o r writes almost exclusively a b o u t his 
own firm b u t does it wi th so m u c h modesty 
tha t it loses significance. T h e Amer ican coun-
te rpa r t , wr i t t en by A r t h u r Ha le , a t t empt s 
to cover the whole r ange of the var ied Amer-
ican activities in this specific area. Bo th 
books cover in add i t ion to genera l publ ish-
ing the pub l i ca t ion of chi ldren 's , text, tech-
nical, a n d scientific books, book clubs, au-
thorsh ip , book p roduc t ion , sales, a n d promo-
t ion. T h e Amer ican vo lume has several chap-
ters on legal m a n a g e m e n t a n d accoun t ing 
problems, a n d H a m p d e n also deals wi th li-
braries, the N a t i o n a l Book League, a n d the 
Brit ish Book Counci l . T h e la t t e r chapters 
make in teres t ing reading , par t icular ly fo r li-
brar ians , b u t do n o t p roper ly be long in a 
pub l i ca t ion on publ i sh ing . H a m p d e n ' s ex-
tensive statistical append ices a n d r ich bibli-
ography are excel lent a n d will be of partic-
u la r interest to Amer ican readers who find 
similar i n f o r m a t i o n at the e n d of each chap-
ter which, however, varies greatly in thor-
oughness a n d length . Grann i s ' book as a 
whole, in spite of some weaker chapters , can 
be considered a l a n d m a r k in concept ion a n d 
execut ion ; H a m p d e n ' s loose edi tor ia l work 
does n o t p r even t his book f r o m m a k i n g 
worth-while r e a d i n g a n d offer ing a n oppor-
tun i ty fo r compara t ive eva lua t ion . 

Several years ago, when this reviewer was 
searching the l i t e ra ture fo r some up-to-date 
col lateral r e a d i n g mate r ia l for a course on 
the "His tory of Books a n d P r i n t i n g " a ref-
erence lead to Doro thy Canf ie ld Fisher 's lec-
ture on "Book Clubs" which she del ivered in 
1947 as a Bowker Memor ia l Lecture . T h e 
excellence of p resen ta t ion combined wi th 
her inside knowledge m a d e me read the pre-
ceding lectures. 

T h e series was p l a n n e d to prov ide a 
s t imulus to the study of pub l i sh ing by pre-
sent ing topics of m u t u a l interest to authors , 
l ibrar ians, publ ishers , manufac tu re r s , a n d 
readers of books. D u r i n g the last twenty-two 
years seventeen lectures were del ivered at 

the New York Publ ic L ibra ry which pub-
lished these con t r ibu t ions in its Bulletin. 
Some of the papers were r e p r i n t e d in vari-
ous jou rna l s a n d all a p p e a r e d as separa te 
pamphle t s . T h e R . R . Bowker C o m p a n y de-
serves credit for m a k i n g this inva luab le col-
lection avai lable again in a strikingly hand-
some b ind ing . 

T h e lectures have a n u m b e r of character-
istics in common: (1) T h e y a p p e a r as pol-
ished exposi t ions a n d do no t give the im-
pression of hav ing been wr i t t en for oral de-
livery. (2) T h e y are still surpris ingly rele-
van t a n d u p to date , wi th the excep t ion of 
A l f r ed Ha rcou r t ' s "Pub l i sh ing Since 1900" 
a n d Jo seph A. Brand t ' s " T h e Universi ty of 
Every M a n . " (3) T h e y display a comple te 
coverage of the topic wi th the except ion of 
Louise Seaman Bechtel 's "Books in Search 
of Ch i ld ren . " (4) T h e y s u p p l e m e n t each 
o the r r emarkab ly well. (5) T h e y presen t a 
fairly comple te coverage of o u t s t a n d i n g 
Amer ican pub l i sh ing deve lopment s f rom 
1880 (Frederick A. Stokes, "A Publ isher ' s 
R a n d o m Notes, 1880-1935") to the present 
a n d conclude wi th a p ro jec t ion ahead (Dan 
Lacy, "Books a n d the F u t u r e : A Specula-
t ion") . 

I n add i t ion to Mrs. Fisher 's lecture, seven 
o the r con t r ibu t ions are very well done . 
F reeman Lewis was the first t o p rov ide 
Amer ican paperbacks wi th a historical back-
g r o u n d ( "Pape r -bound Books in Amer ica") . 
F r a n k E. C o m p t o n ' s "Subscr ip t ion Books" is 
a classic a n d possibly the best of the series. 
A n n Watk ins , who speaks fo r l i terary agents 
(Li te ra ture for Sale); E lmer Davis, fo r au-

thors ("Some Aspects of the Economics of 
Au thor sh ip" ) ; Freder ick S. Crofts , fo r text-
book publ ishers ( "Tex tbooks Are N o t Abso-
lutely Dead T h i n g s " ) ; a n d H e l m u t h Bay, 
for map-makers ( " T h e His tory a n d Tech-
n i q u e of M a p Making") , b r i ng to thei r task 
all it takes to ho ld an aud ience a n d reader-
ship m a d e u p of specialists a n d laymen. 
James S. T h o m p s o n ' s article on " T h e Tech-
nical Book Publ isher in W a r t i m e " has n o t 
lost its significance. L u t h e r H . Evan 's dis-
cussion on "Copyr igh t a n d the Publ ic In ter-
est" deals wi th a complex legal p r o b l e m in a 
m a n n e r most readers will apprec ia te . I rwin 
E d m a n ' s " U n r e q u i r e d R e a d i n g " a n d Edward 
Week ' s " T h e Schooling of an E d i t o r " are ex-
periences of s imple del ight . Ken McCor-
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mick's "Edi to rs T o d a y " draws a good p ic tu re 
b u t loads the vo lume a bi t in the d i rec t ion 
of ed i torsh ip . 

T h e r ead ing of these studies raises the 
h o p e tha t equal ly capable speakers will con-
t inue the series wi th o t h e r topics deserving 
coverage, such as book d i s t r ibu t ion , censor-
ship, book design, bestseller deve lopments , 
a n d book p r o d u c t i o n : machines a n d tech-
niques . I m p a t i e n t readers looking fo rward to 
the collection of the nex t seventeen lectures 
to a p p e a r a q u a r t e r of a cen tury hence are 
r e m i n d e d of the a n n u a l p r in t ings in pam-
ph le t f o r m a t . — F r a n k L. Schick, Wayne State 
University Library. 

Russian Transliteration 
Transkriptionsprobleme; die korrekte Wie-

dergabe russischer Namen im Deutschen, 
f v o n j Gi in te r Mi ih lp fo rd t . Ber l in : R i i t t en 
& Loen ing , 1957. 175p. 

J o i n i n g a long procession of l ibrar ians, 
t ranslators , a n d teachers of Russ ian , Gi in te r 
M i i h l p f o r d t deals wi th the p r o b l e m of Rus-
sian t rans l i te ra t ion in Ge rmany . H e deplores 
the lack of un i fo rmi ty in t rans l i t e ra t ing Rus-
sian on the pa r t of publ ishers , par t icu lar ly 
in journals , a n d some of the ludicrous forms 
of t rans l i te ra ted Russ ian names which occur 
in G e r m a n pub l ica t ions (e.g., Pjerjewjers-
jezv, which in o rd ina ry English transl i tera-
t ion would be Pereverzev). A f t e r descr ib ing 
the D u d e n t r a n s c r i p t i o n deve loped by 
W . Steinitz as a un i t a ry system for p o p u l a r 
use, he po in t s ou t its shortcomings. I t does 
not , for example , l end itself to the restora-
t ion of the or ig inal Russ ian (retransl i tera-
t ion). Inaccuracies a n d confus ion result , for 
example , for the use of ss for intervocal ic 
Russian c, of stsch fo r three d i f fe ren t possible 
letters a n d le t ter combina t ions , a n d of some 
n o n - G e r m a n le t ter combina t ions (sh for the 
sound represen ted by the F rench j). 

I n place of the D u d e n t ranscr ip t ion Miihl-
pfordt offers fo r scholarly a n d l ibrary pur-
poses a "scientific," or l ibrary, t ransl i tera-
t ion, which meets the objec t ions to the "pop-
u la r " one . T o users of English the fo l lowing 
e lements of this system are of pa r t i cu la r in-
terest, p r inc ipa l ly because they cor respond 
to English t rans l i t e ra t ion : v ins tead of w; 
the p r i m e as in English t ransl i tera t ions , 
instead of the j; z ins tead of intervocal ic s. 

O n the o the r h a n d the use of c in the "sci-
ent i f ic" t rans l i te ra t ion for the Russ ian le t ter 
usually t rans l i t e ra ted in English by ts or tz 
would lead to confus ion w h e n c occurs be-
fore a, o, u, o r a consonan t . T h e use of z, 
c, s, a n d sc is o p e n to the same objec t ions as 
M i i h l p f o r d t expresses in regard to sh fo r 
the le t ter which is r e n d e r e d in F rench by j 
(in English usually by zh): they are no t dis-

t inguishable by most G e r m a n s f r o m z, c, s, 
a n d sc. H i s posi t ion represents essentially the 
desire for an in t e rna t iona l , or universal , 
t rans l i te ra t ion of the Cyrill ic a lphabe t , which 
has been a t t e m p t e d by many , inc lud ing the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Federa t ion fo r Documen ta -
t ion, w i thou t apprec iab le success. 

Most of the book—eighty-n ine pages of 
i t—is devoted to an aspect of t ranscr ip t ion 
which is t rans l i te ra t ion only in a l imi ted 
sense. I t includes: a list of re t ranscr ibed 
names of non-Russ ians—Germans , English-
men , F r e n c h m e n , a n d I t a l i ans—which occur 
in the works of M a r x a n d Engels; a tab le of 
le t ter-equivalents by which such re t ranscr ip-
t ion may be achieved; a n d a list of personal , 
geograph ic a n d e thn ic names, a n d some com-
m o n nouns , which occur in the text wi th 
the i r t ranscr ip t ion according to b o t h the 
D u d e n a n d l ibrary systems. T h e s e retrans-
c r ip t ion tables are a wilderness which would 
as o f t e n yield several variables as gu ide the 
user s t raight to his goal. 

T h e p r inc ipa l value of the work to Eng-
lish-speaking t ransl i tera tors of Russ ian is in 
the variety of p rob lems it presents a n d of the 
examples it cites. T h i s f ea tu re of the book 
may well lead to a t h o r o u g h examina t i on of 
the p rob lems of t rans l i te ra t ion of Russ ian 
fo r English-speaking users a n d to research 
resu l t ing in lists of names of West Eu ropeans 
in Russ ian accompan ied by thei r ve rnacu la r 
f o rms—Dav id J . Haykin, Library of Con-
gress. 

English Common Reader 
The English Common Reader; a Social His-

tory of the Mass Reading Public 1800-
1900. By R i c h a r d D. Altick. Chicago: Uni-
versity of Chicago Press [ c l957 ] . 430p. $6. 

If you th ink tha t "rai lway l i t e r a tu re" has 
someth ing to do wi th t imetables , tha t " n u m -
ber -men" are bookies a n d tha t Confidential 
i nven ted the idea of peek ing i n t o o the r peo-
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