
Mrs. Chal l ' s object iv i ty—in appra i s ing 
the compara t ive s t rengths a n d weaknesses 
of the several formulas , a n d in f rank ly as-
sessing the l imi ta t ions t ha t mus t be p laced 
on use of the findings concern ing readabi l -
ity—is par t icu lar ly pra isewor thy w h e n o n e 
realizes tha t she a n d Edgar Dale a re the 
devisers of one of the l ead ing readabi l i ty 
fo rmulas now in use. As an object ive les-
son to the y o u n g researcher, this mono-
g r a p h serves a most i m p o r t a n t pe r iphe ra l 
pu rpose in its demons t r a t ion of the reser-
vat ions the care fu l scientist places o n his 
own general izat ions, a n d of the zeal f o r 
grea te r accuracy a n d validi ty wi th which 
he constant ly tests his findings. T h e most 
va luab le criticisms of readabi l i ty s tudy have 
come f r o m the readabi l i ty researchers them-
selves, who have subjec ted the i r work to 
the sharpest scrut iny in thei r search fo r the 
most accurate a n d re l iable methodology . 
Any l ibrary school which boasts a pro-
g r am of research should requ i re the read-
ing of this m o n o g r a p h as an objec t lesson 
in the r igorous self-appraisal t ha t charac-
terizes scientific me thod .—Les ter Asheim, 
University of Chicago, Graduate Library 
School. 

An Unhurried View? 
An Unhurried View of Erotica. By R a l p h 

Ginzburg , wi th an i n t roduc t ion by T h e o -
do r Re ik a n d preface by George J e a n 
N a t h a n . N e w York: T h e H e l m s m a n Press, 
1958. 128p. $6.50. 

Few peop le have the courage to admi t in 
p r i n t to a knowledge of erotica. W h e n such 
a n ind iv idua l does appea r , a n d w h e n his 
pub l i ca t ion professes to evaluate a n d weave 
"choice samples of English erot ic l i t e ra tu re 
i n to an in te rp re t ive a n d exp lana to ry t ex t " 
(p. 14), l ibrar ians who are harassed by the 

difficulties of dea l ing sanely wi th the vexed 
ques t ion of " o p e n shelf vs. closed shelf" in 
the m a t t e r of p u r p l e books mus t need sit 
u p a n d take notice. Alas, in this ins tance as 
in so m a n y previous ones, they will find 
n o he lp . 

W i t h this review in m i n d I have s tudied 
the work in ques t ion hope fu l l y a n d metic-
ulously, b u t at the e n d I a m forced to con-
c lude tha t I can find n o a d e q u a t e excuse 

for its existence. Its thesis is u n s u p p o r t e d 
by except iona l i n fo rma t ion , impressive log-
ic, or even novelty of op in ion . R a l p h Ginz-
burg 's Unhurried View of Erotica flits fit-
ful ly a n d nervously f r o m o n e f aded blos-
som to the next . T h e "choice samples" a re 
main ly f r o m such obvious sources as Ovid 's 
Art of Love in a n un iden t i f i ed t rans la t ion 
b u t p resumably tha t by J . Lewis May; Sed-
ley's more minc ing poet ry; Defoe 's Moll 
Flanders; Cle land 's Fanny Hill; a n d the 
like. M a n y books one would like to see 
discussed are n o t m e n t i o n e d . Only the most 
cursory a t t en t i on is pa id to the compuls ion 
tha t has d r iven many ordinar i ly sober-sided 
au thor s to p roduce facet iae (Kipl ing, J o h n 
D o n n e , Wi l l i am Blake, to m e n t i o n only 
the first few to come to mind) . T h e case 
(such as it is) fo r f ree r c i rculat ion a n d less 

s t r ingent censorship of wha t the a u t h o r calls 
"e ro t ica" presents the same t i red old argu-
men t s tha t have been stated far more con-
vincingly by others. 

Ginzburg ' s opus is ded ica ted " T o the 
f u r t h e r l ibera t ion [24 p t . ] / of man ' s heal th-
ier [36 p t . ] / ins t incts" [48 pt . , letter-
spaced] . T h e r e is an i n t roduc t i on by a 
psychologist, Dr . T h e o d o r Reik , who com-
ment s tha t " i t is cer tainly unnecessary in 
this age of psychoanalysis to state t ha t this 
book has great scientific va lue" (p. 8), a n d 
goes on to d e f e n d on psychoanalyt ic g rounds 
the au thor ' s confused inclusion of " the scat-
ological interest in the area of e ro t ica" 
(pp . 9-10). T h e late George J e a n N a t h a n 

adds in a short preface tha t the book "will 
go a long way to analyze a n d pu r i fy censor-
ship of its m u d d y s t ink"—a promise which 
the text makes no discernible effort to ful-
fill. 

W h a t very defini tely has h a p p e n e d , 
though , which Dr . Re ik appa ren t ly feels 
must be de fended , is tha t Mr . Ginzburg ' s 
" u n h u r r i e d view" (which, a f t e r a l lowing 
fo r lists, quota t ions , b l ank pages, a n d the 
like, boils down to hard ly more t h a n fifty 
pages of widely leaded comment ) wi l ful ly 
expands a word tha t has a very precise 
m e a n i n g to inc lude every conno ta t i on tha t 
is con ta ined in the t e rm "di r ty story." H e 
takes, he says, the def in i t ion of erotic as 
given in Webster's Collegiate Dictionary— 
"Of , r e la t ing to, or t r ea t ing of sexual love" 
(p. 20). " T h i s is, admi t ted ly , " h e apolo-
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gizes, " a n exceedingly b road de f in i t ion , " 
b u t it obviously is n o t b road e n o u g h for 
his purposes . T o assume, as the a u t h o r 
seems to do, t ha t everyth ing u t t e r e d b e h i n d 
the fan as well as every th ing tha t is nasty 
a n d obscene can be g r o u p e d u n d e r the 
genera l t e rm "e ro t i c" is an a p p a l l i n g re-
wr i t ing of the d ic t ionary . I t follows tha t 
Mr . Ginzburg ' s essay is confused , mislead-
ing a n d — t o me if no t to psychoanalysts 
such as the a u t h o r of the i n t roduc t ion . 

T h e work p r o p e r ( the ad jec t ive is loosely 
used) consists of seven chapters dea l ing 
wi th the subject in roughly chronological 
sequence, a b ib l iography of a h u n d r e d titles 
which are a p p a r e n t l y r equ i r ed read ing , a n d 
an index . Anglo-American p o r n o g r a p h y is 
p u r p o r t e d l y discussed f r o m its incep t ion to 
F r a n k Harr i s , b u t the discussion is at best 
a rb i t ra ry a n d sparsely suppor t ed . " I n the 
English language ," comments the a u t h o r 
(p. 26, "erot ica is just a b o u t as old as the lan-

guage itself." A few pages la ter he reverses this 
with the thorough ly as tonish ing assertion 
tha t "genu ine , 100%, l ip-smacking, cheek-
flushing erotica a n d p o r n o g r a p h y d id n o t 
make its [sic~\ a p p e a r a n c e un t i l the Restora-
t ion per iod in the la t ter 17th cen tu ry" (p. 
37). T h i s complete ly overlooks Chaucer ' s 
joyously r iba ld tales by the mi l le r a n d the 
reeve, Sir J o h n H a r i n g t o n ' s var ious opus-
cules on the A j a x theme, a n d the m a n y lusty 
El izabethan t rans la t ions of fore ign wri t ings 
f rom classical t imes to the Renaissance . T h e r e 
is no t hough t of the weal th of medieval fab-
l iaux a n d ear thy folk-tales—a wea l th which 
E n g l a n d cer ta inly shared, as any s tuden t of 
early l i t e ra tu re should know. Ins tead, the au-
thor dates the beg inn ings of English pornog-
r a p h y in the wri t ings of such purveyors of 
pa l l id naught iness as Sir Char les Sedley, 
w h o m he quo tes at length , in the t ime of 
Char les I I . T h e r e a f t e r the essay concerns 
itself wi th the varying themes a n d forms 
tha t have character ized English pornogra-
phy th rough the seventeenth , e igh teen th , 
a n d n i n e t e e n t h centur ies . T h e r e is a chap-
ter on "First Amer ican Works , " which con-
cludes wi th a few mi ld excerpts f rom Lady 
Chatterley's Lover a n d the memoi r s of 
F r a n k Harr i s , a n o t h e r on " R e f e r e n c e 
Works , " a n d a final discussion of " T h e 
Erot ic Book M a r k e t T o d a y . " 

Ginzburg ' s essay holds l i t t le tha t will be 
new to any reasonably well-read s tuden t of 
English l i te ra ture , e i ther in thesis or in the 
ci tat ions. Bu t toward the e n d of the book 
(pp . 103-108) there is a section devoted to 

the whereabou t s of cer ta in great reposi-
tories of erotica, i nc lud ing publ ic , semi-pri-
vate, a n d pr iva te l ibraries b o t h he re a n d 
abroad . At this p o i n t the presen t reviewer 
is able to judge the val idi ty of one of the 
au thor ' s most categorical s ta tements . A m o n g 
the l ibraries specifically credi ted wi th the 
ownersh ip of no tab l e collections of erot ica 
is o n e tha t is in t imate ly k n o w n to me: there 
is no such collection there! T h i s assertion 
risks my be ing inc luded in Mr . Ginzburg ' s 
coterie of "b lushing , s tu t ter ing , almost hys-
ter ical" l ib rar ians who deny to serious schol-
ars such as Mr . G inzburg the existence of 
erotica in thei r ins t i tu t ions . I do no t deny 
the presence in the l ibrary in ques t ion of 
isolated p u r p l e works, because tha t is a 
t e rm tha t is b road e n o u g h to inc lude the 
Song of Solomon; I do most emphat ica l ly 
deny the presence there of a consciously-
f o r m e d " p r e e m i n e n t " collection of such 
works. T h e au thor ' s falsification of the rec-
ord in this ins tance renders all of his simi-
larly u n s u p p o r t e d comments suspect. 

Of all the var ious sections of the book, 
however , the "Bib l iography of O n e H u n -
d red T i t l e s " (pp. 117-125) is the most baf-
fling. I t conta ins n o t only b o n a fide erot ica 
a n d po rnography , b u t also works of biblio-
graph ica l a n d e thnological re ference . I t is 
point less to try to evaluate this list, be-
cause nowhere does the compi le r set f o r t h 
his cri teria for inclusion or exclusion. T h e 
f o r m of his l is t ing is at best haphaza rd , be-
ing sometimes r idiculously fu l l a n d some-
times scant to the p o i n t of uselessness. On ly 
a minor i ty of the books on the list are dis-
cussed a t length , while, on the o t h e r h a n d , 
several tha t are given fu l l t r e a t m e n t in the 
text are missing f r o m the list. 

Nevertheless one c a n n o t dismiss w i t h o u t 
some c o m m e n t the b ib l iography f r o m which 
the a u t h o r dangles his essay. A t the outse t 
(p. 20) he avers tha t " th is treatise is con-

cerned wi th the h a r d core of some 2,000 
titles of classical erotica in the Engl ish lan-
guage ." H o w tha t n u m b e r is a r r ived at we 
are n o t told; p e r h a p s we are en t i t l ed to as-
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sume tha t the a u t h o r has r ead tha t m a n y 
English p o r n o g r a p h i c books. T h e selective 
list, however , does n o t restrict itself t o Eng-
lish works; it includes wi thou t apology writ-
ings in La t in , I ta l ian , G e r m a n , a n d French , 
as well as t rans la t ions f r o m most of those 
languages in add i t ion to Chinese, Arabic , 
Persian, a n d Sanskrit . Even so, fewer t h a n 
150 titles ou t of the " h a r d core" of 2,000 
are so m u c h as m e n t i o n e d by n a m e any-
where in the book, a n d the omissions a re 
as significant as the inclusions. H o w can 
any study profess to deal wi th the impac t 
of the erotica theme on Anglo-American 
letters while ignor ing the wri t ings of Casa-
nova, Bran tome , Poggio, Rabelais , Margare t 
of Navar re , Boccaccio, Balzac, a n d so on 
a n d on? If it is ob jec ted tha t these are n o t 
English, one may p o i n t ou t tha t they have 
all been t rans la ted , a n d this is more t h a n 
can be said of cer ta in of the inclusions in 
the "Bib l iography ." Bu t a dir ty story is a 
dir ty story in any language, a n d in fact the 
U r q u h a r t - M o t t e u x t rans la t ion of Rabelais , 
for example , is etymologically far more An-
glo-Saxon t h a n any r e n d e r i n g of de Sade 
tha t comes to m i n d . 

T o anyone who has no t read R a l p h Ginz-
burg ' s Unhurried View of Erotica this re-
view may seem u n d u l y harsh if n o t in fact 
carp ing . I mus t confess tha t ne i t he r the 
book itself n o r the m u d d l e d pu rpose tha t 
p r o m p t e d its wr i t ing just if ied as m u c h space 
as has been given here. A t ruly usefu l work 
on the subject of po rnography , if ever o n e 
is wr i t ten , will cer tainly not rely on sly 
r ep r in t ings of permissible excerpts tha t 
promise more delectable passages to the 
reader w h o is able to fer re t ou t the com-
ple te t ex t .—Roland Baughman, Head of 
Special Collections, Columbia University 
Libraries. 

A Model for Small College 
Library Surveys 
The Alma College Library: A Survey, by 

R i c h a r d B. Ha rwe l l a n d R o b e r t L. T a l -
madge . Chicago: T h e Amer ican L ib ra ry 
Association, 1958. 41p. $2.00. 

T h o u g h surveys of l ibraries of na t iona l 
impor t ance a t t rac t the a t t en t i on of aler t li-

brar ians , it is unusua l for a survey of a 
l ibrary of lesser r a n k to be of m u c h in-
terest to anybody outs ide the ins t i tu t ion ' s 
own const i tuency. T h e survey of the A lma 
College Libra ry is an except ion . I t is ex-
cept iona l because it deals wi th the all too 
common case of the u n d e r n o u r i s h e d small 
college l ibrary, a case which will cause in-
creasing concern as small colleges are called 
u p o n to assume a greater share of the bur-
den of the growing college enro l lmen t . I t 
is except ional , too, because it is so well 
d o n e tha t it can serve as a mode l fo r o the r 
small college l ibraries in need of appra isa l . 

C o n d u c t e d u n d e r the auspices of the 
Amer ican Library Association by the exec-
u t ive secretary of the Association of College 
a n d Research Librar ies a n d the associate 
d i rector of l ibraries of the Univers i ty of 
Kansas, the survey was " p a r t of a p rog ram 
of long-range p l a n n i n g u n d e r way on the 
campus of Alma College." In l ine wi th this 
purpose , the r epo r t describes a n d evaluates 
the present status of the l ibrary a n d offers 
bo th immed ia t e a n d long-range recommen-
dat ions . 

T h e descr ip t ion a n d eva lua t ion are de-
tai led e n o u g h to be thoroughly convinc ing 
of the need for remedia l measures. T h e rec-
o m m e n d a t i o n s are concrete e n o u g h to serve 
as a good b l u e p r i n t for act ion. A n d the 
whole is p resen ted in a r emarkab ly lucid 
style, a style which is persuasive in itself. 

W h a t the Alma College Library needs 
most of all is money. H a v i n g suffered 
t h rough a pe r iod of i n a d e q u a t e s u p p o r t it 
mus t now be given n o t only a p r o p e r an-
n u a l budge t b u t also emergency appropr i a -
t ions. Dea l ing wi th one aspect of the l ibrary 
a f t e r ano the r , the surveyors demons t r a t e 
serious weaknesses which requ i re emergency 
t r ea tmen t . 

Appra i sa l of the collections on the basis 
of a genera l examina t ion , a care fu l scrut iny 
of shelves in the re ference r o o m a n d in the 
active section of the stacks, a n d by sample 
checking against the L a m o n t catalog, re-
sults in the conclusion tha t of a recorded 
total of sixty t housand volumes only a b o u t 
a th i rd are usefu l for the presen t curric-
u l u m of the college. Vigorous weed ing a n d 
vigorous acquis i t ion are b o t h in order . Fo r 
a s tart of the weeding p rog ram the survey-
ors offer examples of long out-of-date titles 
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