
in the re fe rence collection a n d es t imate the 
percen tage of volumes in each of the L C 
classification schedules which should be re-
moved immedia te ly . T o s t r eng then the col-
lect ion they r e c o m m e n d a substant ia l ly in-
creased a n n u a l b u d g e t for books a n d peri-
odicals a n d an add i t i ona l a m o u n t to be al-
lo t ted over a five year pe r iod fo r the pur-
pose of filling in p resen t gaps. 

T h e per iodica l subscr ip t ion list is m o r e 
near ly adequa te , b u t a serious a r rea rage in 
b i n d i n g justifies immed ia t e a l locat ion of ad-
d i t iona l f u n d s a n d staff to m a k e the col-
lect ion usable . 

T h e b u i l d i n g does n o t p rov ide e n o u g h 
space for books or readers . I t is una t t rac -
tive, inefficient, lacking in such basic ne-
cessities as pub l i c rest rooms a n d a d r i n k i n g 
f o u n t a i n . Clearly a new bu i ld ing is a n o t h e r 
essential. T h e survey offers n o de ta i led rec-
o m m e n d a t i o n s b u t it does suggest i m p o r t a n t 
factors to be cons idered in p l a n n i n g , e.g., 
the cost of a new bookstack as against the 
difficulties of des igning a n a p p r o p r i a t e 
b u i l d i n g a r o u n d the presen t one . 

T h e surveyors ra te the staff devo ted a n d 
compe ten t b u t m u c h too small. Consis t ing 
of two professionals, o n e hal f - t ime non-
professional , all on a n i n e - m o n t h basis, a n d 
a b o u t 1,000 hours of s tuden t assistance, the 
staff is m u c h smaller t h a n those of cer ta in 
midwes te rn l iberal ar ts colleges used for 
compar ison . Even more convinc ing t h a n 
this compar i son is the evidence t h r o u g h o u t 
the r epo r t of jobs le f t u n d o n e (cataloging 
arrearages, n o wi thd rawa l of catalog cards 
fo r lost books, n o weeding, too few exhibi ts , 
etc.). T o improve the staff the surveyors 
offer r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s which inc lude n o t 
only detai ls on wha t pe r sonne l should be 
h i red , a t w h a t salary, a n d when , b u t also 
suggest j ob assignments. 

Dea l ing wi th l ibrary gove rnmen t , l ibrary 
use, a n d technical processes, the survey pro-
vides m a n y m o r e suggestions just as specific: 

T h e surveyors r e c o m m e n d tha t a n n u a l 
r e p o r t i n g be i n a u g u r a t e d . 

For obvious reasons, the same set of 
"Exercises" should n o t be used in English 
12 m o r e o f t e n t h a n every f o u r t h year. 

A large r u b b e r s t amp r e a d i n g "Wi th -
d r a w n F r o m the A lma College L ib ra ry" 
should be used inside the covers of all 
books discarded which bear any m a r k of 
the l ibrary 's ownersh ip . 

T h e inclus ion of such detai ls in the sur-
vey inevi tably suggests t ha t lack of ade-
q u a t e financial suppor t , serious t h o u g h it 
is, is n o t Alma 's only p rob lem. 

Howeve r tha t may be, these how-to-do-it 
suggestions a re useful . T h e y fit neat ly i n to 
a p a t t e r n which makes this survey a good 
mode l fo r act ion. T h e p a t t e r n leads logi-
cally f r o m : (1) Sound me thods fo r evaluat-
ing the several aspects of a l ibrary—finan-
cial suppor t , collections, staff, services, use, 
gove rnmen t , a n d b u i l d i n g — t o (2) Genera l 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s fo r improvemen t—inc lud -
ing budge t , staff, a n d t ime schedu le—and fi-
nally to (3) Specific devices to s t imula te an 
immed ia t e start on the j o b . — P a t r i c i a B. 
Knapp, Wayne State University. 

West Virginia Imprints 
West Virginia Imprints, 1790-1863; a Check-

list of Books, Newspapers, Periodicals, 
and Broadsides. Ed i t ed by Delf N o r o n a . 
Compi l ed by Delf N o r o n a a n d Char les 
Shel ter . Moundsvi l le , W . Va., Wes t Vir-
g in ia L ib ra ry Association, 1958. Publica-
t ion N o . 1. 316 p. illus. $7.50. 

T h e Wes t Virg in ia L ib ra ry Association, 
in sponsor ing this pub l i ca t ion has per-
f o r m e d a service for s tudents in te res ted in 
the history of p r i n t i n g a n d pub l i sh ing in 
tha t state. T h e work covers the pe r iod f r o m 
the b e g i n n i n g of p r i n t i n g in Wes t Vir iginia 
un t i l i t became a separa te state. I t is based 
on the Amer i can I m p r i n t s Inventory , Check 
List of West Virginia Imprints, 1791-1830, 
pub l i shed in 1940, a n d a subsequen t list 
compi led by Boyd Stut ler . T h e p resen t vol-
u m e adds " a b o u t forty-five i t ems" to the 
previous lists for the pe r iod to 1830 a n d 
o n e t h o u s a n d i tems fo r the 1831-1863 pe-
r iod . 

T h e work is d iv ided in to two parts , the 
first of which, cover ing books, pamphle t s , 
a n d broadsides, is a r r anged a lphabet ica l ly 
by a u t h o r ; the second, devoted to news-
pape r s a n d periodicals, is a r r anged by place 
of pub l i ca t ion a n d by title. A tota l of 1,437 
i tems is inc luded . Ent r ies c o n f o r m to cus-
tomary ca ta loging pract ice, except tha t in 
m a n y cases the a u t h o r en t ry must , in a 
sense, be " m a d e u p . " L o n g titles a re fre-
quen t ly shor tened , b u t i m p r i n t i n f o r m a t i o n 
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is complete , locat ion is indicated, a n d i tems 
inc luded , b u t n o t seen, are s tarred. Loca-
t ions are ind ica ted in West Virg in ia l ibrar-
ies, in a g r o u p of larger l ibraries outs ide t he 
state, a n d in a n u m b e r of pr iva te collections. 
Each p a r t has a chronological index, a n d 
the first p a r t has an index by p r in te r s a n d 
publ ishers as well. T h e r ep roduc t ions of 
broadsides a n d t i t le pages a d d to the at-
tractiveness of the volume, b u t the l i tho-
p r i n t e d text is too heavily inked . 

T h e usefulness of this list for anyone 
work ing in the field of p r i n t i n g a n d pub-
l ishing history a n d local Wes t Virg in ia his-
tory is a p p a r e n t . A l t h o u g h it does n o t in-
c lude as fu l l entr ies or a n n o t a t i o n s for 
m a n y i tems in the books a n d p a m p h l e t s sec-
t ion, as do some of the o the r state i m p r i n t 
lists, i t appears to be adequa t e for the pur-
pose it is i n t e n d e d to serve. T h e de ta i led 
notes in p a r t two prov ide a substant ia l 
a m o u n t of mate r ia l fo r a history of journa l -
ism in Wes t Virginia . T h e presen t vo lume is 
r egarded as a p re l imina ry list by its ed i tor , 
w h o expresses t he h o p e tha t its pub l i ca t ion 
may lead to the issuance of o t h e r lists, which 
in t u r n may fu rn i sh the mate r i a l on which 
a def ini t ive list may be based. On ly intensive 
use by b ib l iographers , h is tor ians a n d l ibrar-
ians will b r i n g to l ight the s t rengths a n d any 
deficiences of this work. T h e zeal a n d h a r d 
work tha t have gone in to its m a k i n g can 
be c o m m e n d e d . — S t e p h e n A. McCarthy, Cor-
nell University Library. 

Literature of Agricultural 
Research 
Literature of Agricultural Research. By 

J . R i c h a r d B lancha rd a n d H a r o l d Osto-
vold. Berkeley, Univers i ty of Ca l i fo rn ia 
Press, 1958. 231 p . $5.50. 

T h i s book responds to a need f r equen t ly 
expressed over the years by member s of 
the late Agr icu l tura l Librar ies Section of 
A C R L . I n its re la t ion to the n a t u r a l science 
aspects of agr icu l tura l research it is com-
pa rab le in f u n c t i o n to the re la t ion of W i n -
chell to b roade r fields. I t will surely be re-
fe r red to in l ibrary school courses on the 
b ib l iography of science. I t will be usefu l 
to re fe rence l ibraries w h o are n o t a l ready 

well acqua in t ed wi th the l i t e ra tu re of agri-
cu l tura l research. Librar ies desi r ing to have 
a t ho rough coverage of this field will find 
it a usefu l checklist. 

L ib ra r i ans will like the thoroughness a n d 
carefu l p l a n n i n g which is characterist ic of 
this work. T h i s c o m m e n t appl ies to the 
mechanica l p r e p a r a t i o n of the book, its ar-
r angemen t , a n d its con ten t . Despi te one or 
two except ions to be no ted below, the vol-
u m e is an excel lent example of careful work 
by l ibrar ians conscious of users' needs. 

T h e vo lume is easy to use; type is clear, 
marg ins a n d inden ta t ions are good, a n d 
titles s tand ou t clearly in the anno ta t ions . 
T h e p re face cites the source by which the 
au thor s were gu ided b o t h as to b ib l iograph-
ic style a n d abbrevia t ions . A single index 
includes subjects, authors , a n d titles. T h e 
a u t h o r a n d t i t le i n d e x i n g is i m p o r t a n t , as 
each pub l i ca t ion is listed in only one place. 
Each i tem is ident i f ied by a n u m b e r which 
is used in the index a n d wherever else it is 
m e n t i o n e d . U n f o r t u n a t e l y some titles have 
been omi t t ed f r o m the index, leaving pos-
sible t raps fo r the unwary . 

T h e a r r a n g e m e n t of ma te r i a l is conven-
ient , easily d e t e r m i n e d f r o m the tab le of 
contents , a n d readi ly fol lowed in the run -
n i n g head ings on every page. A section on 
genera l agr icu l ture is fo l lowed by sections 
on p l a n t sciences, an ima l sciences, physical 
sciences, food a n d nu t r i t i on , a n d social 
sciences. W i t h the except ion of f ood a n d 
nu t r i t i on , each section is t hen subdiv ided 
i n t o na r rower subjects. Fo r example , the 
section on p l a n t sciences is subdiv ided u n d e r 
bo tany , ho r t i cu l tu re a n d agronomy, p l a n t 
breeding , p l a n t pa thology a n d forestry, a n d 
forest products . W i t h i n each of these sub-
ject subdivisions entr ies are a r r anged by 
t he purposes which they serve. A c o m m o n 
basic sequence is fol lowed, wi th var ia t ions 
to meet the needs of d i f fe ren t subjects. W i t h 
the whole a r r a n g e m e n t readi ly compre-
h e n d e d a t a glance, subject entr ies in the 
i ndex seem li t t le needed . 

Near ly every ent ry is fo l lowed by a help-
f u l a n n o t a t i o n , r ang ing in l eng th f r o m a 
l ine to near ly half a page. Each subject sub-
division is i n t roduced by two or th ree para-
graphs touch ing u p o n the genera l biblio-
g raph ic state of the subject , the p r inc ipa l 
b ib l iographic tools wi th which to begin, a n d 
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