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American Libraries: 
A German View 
Zur Praxis der Wissenschaftlichen Biblio-

theken in den USA (Wiesbaden: Harras-
sowitz, 1956; Bei t rage zum Buck- und Bib-
liothekswesen ed. by Car l W e h m e r , Bd. 5} 
222p. 

T h e vo lume u n d e r review conta ins six 
con t r ibu t ions on Amer i can univers i ty a n d 
research l ibraries by p r o m i n e n t G e r m a n li-
b ra r i ans w h o visited the U n i t e d States a f t e r 
the e n d of W o r l d W a r I I . Each of the con-
t r ibu tors deals wi th o n e or m o r e aspects of 
the subject . T h e edi tor of the series, Car l 
W e h m e r , states in a postscr ipt tha t the vol-
u m e makes n o claim at comprehensiveness , 
b u t merely in t ends to b r i ng toge ther in o n e 
vo lume a series of observat ions a n d ideas 
tha t may prove use fu l to G e r m a n l ibrar ians 
in the solut ion of pract ical l ibrary problems. 
Since the con t r ibu t ions a re unrevised a n d 
uned i t ed , some subjects are discussed m o r e 
t h a n once; this dup l i ca t ion , however , is n o t 
serious o r ob jec t ionab le . 

I n a brief preface, Gus tav H o f m a n n dedi-
cates the vo lume to his colleagues in Ameri-
can scholarly l ibraries in recogni t ion of the 
hospi ta l i ty which G e r m a n l ibrar ians re-
ceived in the U n i t e d States d u r i n g the 
decade fo l lowing the war . T h e vo lume de-
serves the care fu l a t t en t i on of Amer ican 
l ibrar ians . Despi te its modes t claims, it is 
typical of G e r m a n scholarly thoroughness ; 
a n d some of the con t r ibu t ions , no tab ly those 
by G e r h a r d Liebers a n d W a l t e r Bauhuis , 
may be wor th t rans la t ing to make t h e m 
more widely accessible. 

(1) Fritz R e d e n b a c h e r discusses the na-
tu re of the l ibrary profess ion a n d basic is-
sues in educa t ion fo r l ib ra r i ansh ip in the 
U n i t e d States. H i s t r e a t m e n t of these sub-
jects is well d o c u m e n t e d a n d percept ive ; it 
will give l ib rar ians outs ide the U n i t e d States 
a re l iable concep t ion of some of the m a j o r 
p rob lems a n d difficulties t roub l ing Ameri-
can l ib ra r ians in the i r s t r iving toward rec-
ogni t ion as a profess ion. G e r m a n l ibrar ians 
are character ized as m o r e intensively book-

centered, a n d Amer ican l ibrar ians as more 
strongly service-centered. T h e Amer ican in-
terest in mechan iza t ion is viewed sympathet-
ically. T h e staffing of Amer ican academic 
l ibraries is shown to be f u n d a m e n t a l l y dif-
fe ren t f rom the G e r m a n t rad i t ion , especially 
in the relat ively smaller n u m b e r of highly 
t r a ined b ib l iograph ic subject specialists em-
ployed in book selection work. H e is critical 
of the heavy use of par t - t ime s tuden t as-
sistants. I n his a t t e m p t to characterize the 
personal i ty of the Amer ican l ib ra r ian , the 
a u t h o r a t t r ibu tes a somewhat exaggerated 
impor t ance to the m e t h o d s a n d f indings of 
Alice I. Bryan 's The Public Librarian (Co-
lumbia , 1952). H e goes deeply in to the ques-
t ions of in te l lec tual f r eedom, the shortage 
of l ibrar ians , recrui t ing , salaries, l ibrary 
t ra in ing , a n d the curr icula of l ibrary schools. 
Especially i l l umina t ing is his analysis of con-
troversies as to w h e t h e r l ibrary schools should 
emphasize the pract ical or the theoret ical as 
well as how to def ine these two terms. Red-
enbacher leaves no d o u b t a b o u t his convic-
t ion tha t l ib ra r i ansh ip is a profession, no t 
only because of a recognized code of profes-
sional ethics a n d the existence of basic pr in-
ciples u n d e r l y i n g l ibrary practice, b u t also 
because of a consciousness of c o m m o n pur-
pose a n d a s t rong b o n d a m o n g l ibrar ians all 
over the globe as well as a recogni t ion tha t 
the practical , technical , a n d f u n d a m e n t a l 
p rob lems facing l ibraries are similar every-
where . 

(2) Liebers suppl ies a t h o r o u g h a n d com-
prehens ive i l lus t ra ted survey of recent t rends 
in Amer ican l ibrary bui ld ings . N o impor-
t an t aspect of the subject is omi t t ed in 
his well-organized t r ea tmen t . I t is d o u b t f u l 
whe the r any Amer ican l ib ra r ian has read 
a n d digested as m u c h of the extensive lit-
e ra tu re on academic as well as pub l i c l ibrary 
bu i ld ings as Liebers obviously has. H e de-
scribes the new Amer ican style in terms of 
(a) an effort to b r i ng books a n d readers to-

gether , (b) the b r eak ing u p of r e a d i n g areas 
in to the divisional system, (c) the m o d u l a r 
system, (d) flexibili ty, a n d (e) exter ior ar-
chi tecture . H e sympathet ical ly phi losophizes 
on the n e w style as a h u m a n i z i n g effor t to 
counte rac t the overemphas is on technologi-
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cal per fec t ion a n d efficiency wi th which the 
U n i t e d States is o f t e n (perhaps unjus t i f ied-
ly) ident i f ied in the m i n d s of Europeans . 
A l though a p p r o v i n g wha t Amer ican l ibrari-
ans have achieved, Liebers warns his Euro-
pean colleagues n o t to copy b l ind ly the 
Amer ican style, b u t instead to analyze the 
f r amework wi th in which E u r o p e a n l ibraries 
ope ra te a n d to find new solut ions appropr i -
ate for the i r special r equ i rements . 

(3) Bauhu i s gives an exemplary scholarly 
account of p rob lems a n d deve lopment s in 
acquisi t ion, cataloging, a n d storage, but-
tressed wi th 324 b ib l iograph ic foo tno tes a n d 
occasional references to personal observa-
tions. A m o n g the subjects covered a re the 
p rob lems arising f rom the division of work 
in to professional a n d non-profess ional cate-
gories, exchanges of publ ica t ions , acquisi-
t ions policy, the F a r m i n g t o n Plan, part ici-
pa t ion of the facul ty in book selection, the 
d ic t ionary catalog versus t he classified cata-
log, code revision, coopera t ive cataloging, 
u n i o n catalogs, o p e n versus closed stacks, 
a n d storage l ibraries. More so t h a n the 
o the r con t r ibu tors to this volume, Bauhu i s 
is at t imes critical (a l though always poli tely 
so) of Amer ican practices; e.g., he favors 
closed stacks a n d seems to agree wi th those 
who feel tha t the d e m a n d fo r delivery of a 
book f r o m the stacks in less t h a n twenty-four 
hours a f t e r a book has been reques ted is un-
reasonable . A l though Bauhuis ' s account is 
largely accurate, a few of his observat ions 
a n d in te rp re ta t ions are open to ques t ion or 
call for slight correct ion. For example , he 
alleges tha t Amer ican universi ty pres idents 
are concerned a b o u t a p re sumed shortage 
of highly qual i f ied l ib rar ians to fill uni-
versity l ibrary directorships (p. 90); or he 
implies tha t use of statistical studies of the 
f r equency of references to scholarly per iod-
icals as a basis for the selection of such 
per iodicals fo r l ibraries reflects a lack of 
self-confidence on the pa r t of l ibrar ians in 
the rea lm of scholarship (p. 102); or he 
takes the increase in the n u m b e r of l ibrary 
schools offer ing the Ph.D. degree as evidence 
of a d is inc l ina t ion to use highly t r a ined 
subject specialists as selection officers in 
academic l ibraries (p. 106). T h e s e disagree-
men t s wi th Bauhuis ' s account , however, are 
m i n o r a n d d o n o t det rac t f r o m the over-
all h igh qual i ty of his achievement in draw-

ing for G e r m a n l ibrar ians a realistic pic-
ture of m a j o r t rends a n d controversies in 
technical services of Amer ican l ibraries. Ger-
m a n l ibrar ians, he feels, can prof i t greatly 
f rom a study of how Amer icans have been 
t ry ing to solve the i r l ibrary problems, fo r 
sooner or la ter G e r m a n l ibraries will be 
faced wi th the same problems. 

(4) Gisela von Busse describes a n d pen-
etra t ingly analyzes three cooperat ive proj-
ects in the field of acquisi t ions: (a) W i t h 
re fe rence to the Coopera t ive Acquis i t ions 
Project for W a r t i m e Publ icat ions , she 
po in t s ou t tha t projects of this sort r equ i r e 
tha t a pa r t i c ipa t ing l ibrary assume service 
obl igat ions beyond the confines of its own 
clientele, a n d tha t the mater ia ls be acqui red 
according to a sharply def ined selection poli-
cy; some dissatisfaction resul ted in the 
U n i t e d States f rom a fa i lure to observe these 
two principles , (b) T h e Documen t s Expe-
d i t ing Projec t flourished, according to von 
Busse, because it d id no t l imit itself to dis-
t r ibu t ion of g o v e r n m e n t publ ica t ions , b u t 
shi f ted its emphasis to the active h u n t i n g 
a f t e r i m p o r t a n t h i d d e n or out-of-the-way 
publ ica t ions a n d thei r acquis i t ion a n d be-
cause it d id allow for carefu l selection by 
pa r t i c ipa t ing libraries, (c) T h e F a r m i n g t o n 
Plan, which in its f u n d a m e n t a l s is s imilar to 
the G e r m a n cooperat ive acquis i t ions p lan 
characterized by so-called Sondersammelge-
biete, is described by von Busse as a mode l 
to demons t r a t e how l ibrar ians can at tack 
a n d solve a p rob lem posed by the wor ld of 
scholarship; the P lan r equ i r ed the subordi-
na t ion of the self-interests of ind iv idua l re-
search l ibraries to a common na t iona l in-
terest. I n he r cr i t ique she emphasizes the 
impor t ance of careful selection of publica-
t ions a n d warns against the s tr iving for com-
pleteness of coverage because of the in-
tolerable b u r d e n it imposes u p o n par t ic ipat-
ing l ibraries. She also raises the in teres t ing 
ques t ion as to whe the r the p r inc ip le of na-
t ional self-sufficiency (autarky) in the col-
lect ing of books is defens ib le in a t ime of 
peace. Should no t l ibraries he lp each o t h e r 
i rrespective of na t iona l boundar ies? If a 
given ti t le canno t be located in an Amer-
ican l ibrary, why n o t try to rely on a sys-
tem of i n t e rna t iona l in te r l ib ra ry loans? T o 
these quest ions, von Busse's answer is tha t 
Americans pe rhaps do n o t wish to make 
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u n d u e d e m a n d s u p o n the l ibraries of fore ign 
countr ies , a n d tha t an effort toward Amer-
ican b ib l iograph ic self-sufficiency may be 
just if ied in view of the size of the U n i t e d 
States a n d he r dis tance f r o m E u r o p e a n li-
braries. 

(5) R i c h a r d M u m m e n d e y ' s descr ip t ion of 
pub l i c service aspects of Amer ican research 
l ibraries is based more o n persona l impres-
sions ga ined d u r i n g his visits to n u m e r o u s 
l ibraries t h a n u p o n a comprehens ive s tudy 
of the l i t e ra ture . Hi s t r e a t m e n t is, therefore , 
somewhat u n b a l a n c e d (e.g., h e devotes too 
m u c h space to c i rcula t ion a n d in ter l ibrary 
loan rout ines) a n d conta ins a few m i n o r 
slips (e.g., he states [p. 179] tha t the Uni -
versity of Chicago has a profess ional l ibrary 
staff of 300, whereas the actual figure re-
por t ed for 1955/56 was 120) a n d some omis-
sions (e.g., it includes n o discussion of ref-
erence service or the subject divis ional sys-
tem; a n d his t r e a t m e n t of the b r a n c h l ibrary 
p rob lem is too sketchy). Nevertheless his 
con t r ibu t ion is n o t unaccep tab le . H e covers 
service to unde rg radua te s , reserves, o p e n 
shelves, c i rcula t ion rout ines , d e p a r t m e n t a l 
l ibraries, regula t ions for off-campus users, 
hours, in te r l ib ra ry loans, a n d coopera t ive 
storage l ibraries. H e identif ies aspects of 
Amer ican l ibraries tha t d i f fer f r o m thei r 
G e r m a n coun te rpa r t s : e.g., Amer ican li-
brar ies have to take care of the needs of 
underg radua tes , some al low s tudents access 
to the stacks, thei r loan per iods are shorter , 
the connec t ion be tween d e p a r t m e n t a l a n d 
the genera l l ibrary of a univers i ty is closer, 
staff work ing hours are shor ter b u t l ibrary 
hours longer , etc. 

A l t h o u g h the account may lack compre-
hensiveness a n d critical sharpness, it has the 
v i r tue of be ing a l i t t le m o r e vivid in style 
a n d somewhat less p o n d e r o u s t h a n some of 
the o the r accounts . F r o m the p o i n t of view 
of immed ia t e re fo rms called for in Ger-
m a n libraries, it may well con ta in m o r e 
usefu l i n f o r m a t i o n t h a n o the r chapters in 
this vo lume. 

(6) I n the final chap te r of the volume, 
Mar t i n C r e m e r presents a succinct history 
of the d e v e l o p m e n t of the L ibra ry of Con-
gress i n to a n a t i o n a l l ibrary. T h i s accoun t 
is solidly fac tua l a n d calls for no de ta i led 
cr i t ique . 

T h e volume, which is well p r in t ed , b u t 

issued w i thou t hard-cover b ind ing , comes 
e q u i p p e d wi th a compact subject i ndex pre-
pa red by W a l t e r Bauhuis , o n e of the con-
t r ibutors . 

I t is ev ident t h r o u g h o u t tha t the visi t ing 
l ib rar ians f r o m G e r m a n y have been pro-
found ly impressed by wha t they saw in 
Amer ican l ibraries even though they have 
been critical of cer ta in deve lopment s tha t 
r u n coun te r to the i r t r ad i t ion . As series-ed-
i tor Car l W e h m e r po in t s out , no G e r m a n li-
b ra r i an believes any longer tha t h e can ig-
no re the con t r ibu t ions of Amer ican l ibrar-
ianship in efforts at analyzing a n d solving 
profess ional l ibrary p rob lems in Germany ; 
in this connec t ion , he says, superficial en thu-
siasm as well as superficial d isdain are o u t 
of place. A knowledge of the facts is the 
first necessary step in der iv ing prof i t f r o m 
the exper ience of Amer ican l ibraries. T h i s 
c o m m e n d a b l e vo lume paves the way for the 
acquis i t ion of such knowledge .—Robert H. 
Muller, University of Michigan Library. 

University of Tennessee 
Library Lectures 
University of Tennessee Library Lectures, 

Numbers Seven, Eight, and Nine, 1955-57. 
Edi ted by J o h n H . Dobson . Knoxvi l le : 
T h e Univers i ty of Tennessee , 1957. 62 
pp . 

Each spr ing the Univers i ty of Tennessee 
L ibra ry invites an o u t s t a n d i n g l ib ra r ian or 
teacher to give the • a n n u a l Univers i ty of 
Tennessee L ibra ry Lec ture . T h e s e a re pub-
lished in g roups of th ree lectures to a vol-
ume . Previous lecturers in the series have 
been Maur ice T a u b e r , Louis R . Wi lson , 
John Burchard , R o b e r t Downs, Lester As-
heim, a n d Lawrence Clark Powell , speaking 
e i ther on the subject of the l ibrary in educa-
t ion or a b o u t the p rob lems facing univers i ty 
a n d research l ibraries. I n a series of this 
k ind , t h r o u g h which the Univers i ty of T e n -
nessee L ibra ry may be considered to have 
jo ined the l ibrar ies of the Univers i ty of 
I l l inois a n d the Univers i ty of Pennsylvania 
in ins t i tu t ing a n n u a l l ibrary lectures of 
a h igh s t andard , it wou ld be expec ted tha t 
the lectures be genera l in a p p e a l (with a 
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