
research l ibrary should have to wait two 
years to r ead Fussler 's excel lent paper .— 
Rolland E. Stevens, Ohio State University 
Libraries. 

The Great EB 
The Great EB; the Story of the Encyclopae-

dia Britannica. By H e r m a n Kogan. [Chica-
go-^ Univers i ty of Ch icago Press [1958]. 
339p. $4.95. 

W h e n J o h n L e h m a n n , in The Whisper-
ing Gallery, writes briefly of his great-
g r a n d f a t h e r a n d the firm which l aunched 
Chambers's Encyclopaedia, readers for w h o m 
reference books are stock-in-trade may well 
wish fo r a fu l le r account . U p o n reflect ion, 
however, one realizes t ha t the history of an 
encyclopedia is p e r h a p s less sui ted to Mr . 
L e h m a n n ' s l i terary style a n d ta lents t h a n 
to more journa l i s t ic abil i t ies such as are ex-
h ib i ted in H e r m a n Kogan 's The Great EB. 
T h a t is n o t to deprec ia te Mr . Kogan 's abil-
ities, fo r they are considerable . In this story 
of the Encyclopaedia Britannica he pre-
sents a color fu l a n d highly r eadab le nar-
ra t ive of the b i r th a n d d e v e l o p m e n t of o n e 
of o u r great re fe rence tools. 

W i t h a l iberal spr ink l ing of anecdotes a n d 
in teres t ing sidelights, Kogan traces the prog-
ress of the Br i t ann ica f rom its E d i n b u r g h 
beginnings a n d the labors of Wi l l i am Smel-
lie to its p resen t big-business status wi th ed-
itors employ ing the mechanica l assistance of 
" the R o b o t . " H e tells of the m e n w h o 
gu ided the encyclopedia 's destinies; of the 
f inancial crises which so o f t en a t t e n d e d a 
change of ownersh ip ; a n d of the EB's af-
f i l iat ion wi th the L o n d o n Times, w i th Cam-
br idge Universi ty, wi th Sears, R o e b u c k a n d 
Company , a n d wi th the Univers i ty of Chica-
go. H e has cont r ived to m a k e the account 
move smoothly a n d rap id ly f r o m edi t ion to 
edi t ion, r e la t ing the g rowth of the enter-
prise to the events of the times, a n d suggest-
ing the changes a n d advances which influ-
enced tha t growth . 

T h e whole is spiced wi th names of f amous 
con t r ibu to r s a n d quo ta t i ons f r o m thei r ar-
ticles a n d cor respondence; wi th excerpts 
f r o m reviews of a n d con tempora ry com-
ment s on the var ious edit ions. If there a re 
m o m e n t s when the reader feels u n d u l y 

" q u o t e d a t ," h e should r e m e m b e r tha t the 
oppo r tun i t i e s for quo t a t i on mus t have been 
boundless: Mr . Kogan has u n d o u b t e d l y ex-
ercised admi rab l e res t ra in t . 

On ly in the final chapter , " T h e M o d e r n 
EB: H o w I t Is Sold," does the reader ' s in-
terest flag. Since sales me thods a n d promo-
tions figure p r o m i n e n t l y in the nar ra t ive , 
it is a l toge ther a p p r o p r i a t e tha t m o d e r n 
methods , too, be considered. I t is u n f o r t u -
nate , however, tha t this last chap te r is pad-
ded ou t wi th bana l sales stories a n d bits of 
company lore, p rov ing an an t ic l imax to a n 
otherwise absorb ing history. 

T h e work includes a b ib l iography which 
lists books, magazine a n d newspaper refer-
ences, as well as u n p u b l i s h e d master ' s es-
says. Regre t tab ly , a single exp lana to ry no te 
in the b ib l iography is m a d e to suffice fo r all 
edi t ions a n d subsidiary publ ica t ions of the 
Encyclopaedia Britannica. T h u s , f o r the 
work u n d e r considera t ion we are den i ed 
immedia te access to dates a n d o t h e r biblio-
graphica l de ta i l s—info rmat ion n o t readi ly 
g leaned f r o m an indexed text . A fu l l bib-
l iographic l ist ing (or a t abu la r summary) 
of all the edi t ions a n d subsidiaries of the 
Britannica would have been a very desirable 
a n d va luab le add i t ion to the b o o k . — E u g e n e 
P. Sheehy, Columbia University Libraries. 

Information Indexing 
and Subject Cataloging 
Information Indexing and Subject Catalog-

ing: Alphabetical: Classified: Coordinate: 
Mechanical. By J o h n Metcalfe . N e w York: 
Scarecrow Press, 1957. 338p. $6.75. 

" I t is no t easy for wr i te r or r eader to dis-
en tang le the en tang lemen t s of i ndex ing 
wi th false science, vain phi losophy a n d mis-
used or unnecessary logic, a n d do ing so 
makes for controversy a n d criticism, of the 
locusts who have ea ten the years. But fo r 
them these studies would hard ly have been 
needed . . . a n d index ing a n d its s tudents 
would be be t te r off if there were few if any 
o the r au thor i t ies accepted now, besides Dew-
ey a n d Cu t t e r of 1876, a n d Kaiser a n d 
H u l m e of 1911. But o thers a re accepted as 
author i t ies , a n d wi th their panaceas , con-
flicting metaphysics, inconsistent jargons, 
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