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are either ignored, or, at best, granted sum
mary attention. No attempt is made to iso
late the components of the existing biblio
graphic maze; nor are the expected benefits 
of the proposed machine-readable index de
lineated in any detail. To cite but one ex
ample: libraries' inability to cope with the 
filing of analytics is identified as a major 
problem in bibliographic control; and yet, 
the extent to which the proposed machine
readable index would alleviate the need to 
continue filing analytics in public catalogs 
is not discussed. . 

Four appendexes are added to the body 
of the text: 

1. The United States Government as mi
croform publisher. 

2. A machine-readable index for micro
texts, by Henriette D. Avram and Harry 
Gochman. 

3. American university presses that plan 
to publish microforms. 

4. A microform bibliography, with the 
cooperation of Suzanne Dodson and Laura 
L. Jennings. 

Appendixes 1 and 3 appear to be large
ly superfluous. Appendix 2 is a brief out
line, showing "a possible method of using 
the computer and associated hardware de
vices to produce one or more indexes to be 
used as a finding tool to the material con
tained in microsets." 

Appendix 4 represents the book's princi
pal contribution. Although the authors con
fide their misgivings at including the micro
form bibliography in their final report, 
being "woefully aware of its shortcomings 
both in admissions and omissions," the bib
liography does constitute a useful tool; 493 
items are listed, subdivided in four cate
gories: 

1. Catalogs and Lists. 
2. Collections and Series. 
3. Manuscripts and Archival Collections. 
4. Reference Books. 
A good index, and a bibliography of re

lated literature, complete the volume. 
While Bibliographic Control of Micro

forms contains some valuable bibliographic 
data, nevertheless, the book in no way ful
fills the reader's expectation of a systematic 
examination of the subject under study.
S. M icha N amenwirth, Assistant University 
Librarian, Collection Development, Univer
sity of California, Berkeley. 
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LNR: Numerical Register of Books in 
Louisiana Libraries: Basic Documents, 
I. By Louisiana Libraries: Basic Docu
ments, I. By William E. McGrath and 
Donald J. Simon, Louisiana Library As
sociation, Baton Rouge. 1972. SSp. (ED 
070 U70, MF -$0.6S, HC-$3.29). 
This collection of documents contains the 

following: ( 1) Proposal to Implement a 
Plan to Create a Retrospective Union Cata
log of Books Based on Library of Congress 
Card Numbers in Selected Louisiana Li
braries Using a Computer to Sort and Print 
the Numbers; (2) Proposal to Create a 
Retrospective Union Catalog of Books in 
Participating Louisiana Libraries Based on 
Library of Congress Card Numbers Using 
the Computer to Sort and List the Num
bers in Printed Form; ( 3) A One Million 
Volume Computer Output Microfiche Nu
merical Union Catalog in Louisiana, with 
a Statistical Summary; and, ( 4) Predicting 
Title Multiplication (Overlap) in a Union 
Catalog of Sixteen Louisiana Libraries 
Using Regression Analysis. 

LNR: Numerical Register of Books in 
Louisiana Libraries: Basic Documents, 
II. By William E. McGrath and Donald 
J. Simon, Louisiana Library Association, 
Baton Rouge. 1972, 6Sp. (ED 070 U71, 
MF -$0.6S, HC-$3.29). 
This collection of documents contains the 

following: ( 1) A Least Squares Polynomial 
Exponential Model for the Multiplication 
of Books in Sixteen Libraries; ( 2) Sample 
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i Letter of Agreement; ( 3) Instructions for 
Keypunching LC Numbers; ( 4) Estimated 
Times for Keypunching and Processing 
Data by Computer; ( S) LNR Source Pro
gram Listings and Documentation; ( 6) 
System Flow Charts; Sample Output; and " 
( 7) LNR: Numerical Register of Books in 
Louisiana Libraries. First Computer Out
put Microfiche Edition. 
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Managing the ERIC Data Base. (Technical 
and Managerial Considerations in Op
erating a Computerized Information 
Processing Center in Support of a Mul
ti-Disciplinary Network.) By W. T. -. 
Brandhorst, ERIC Processing and Refer
ence Facility, Bethesda, Md. 1972. 34p. 
(ED 069 303, MF-$0.6S, HC-$3.29). 
The Educational Resources Information 

Center (ERIC) system and the ERIC Proc
essing and Reference Facility are briefly ...., 
discussed as introductory and background 
material to this paper on the technical and 
managerial aspects of operating an informa
tion processing center. The following topics 
are covered under the subject of managing 
the ERIC data base for dissemination: file 
protection, maintaining a dynamic data 

f
base, file analyses, a documentation pack-
age, file availability, customer relations, ac
cess tools, and schedule adherence. Com
munication, coordination, and monitoring 
and feedback problems of networking are 
discussed. Various forms used in the ERIC 
system and statistical information about the 
data base are appended. 
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