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by multiplying staff members with ad
vanced subject knowledge and springing 
them loose from daily duties into greater 
contact with the faculty and into continu
ing staff development programs, all of 
which takes time and money. There is no 
cut-rate soluti'on via organization to the de
velopment of additional subject specializa
tion on library staffs. 

So, in addition to being conducted in the 
wrong library this study does not produce 
much of use to Columbia or anyone else. 
It does contain lots of charts and diagrams 
and lots of very detailed schedules, and two 
ideas that Columbia has used-that there 
be a planning department (long talked 
about in libraries but seldom tried) , and 
that the university librarian be elevated to 
vice-president, a post that Jim Haas as
sumed shortly after the study. Good head, 
that lad! Although he was responsible for 
instigating this study, he has not let it in
fect his library system to any great degree. 
-Ellsworth Mason, University of Colorado, 
Boulder. 

Harrison, Helen P. Film Library Tech-
niques (Studies in Media Management 
[New York: Hastings House, 1973]). 
277p. $16.50. 
Helen P. Harrison, media librarian at the 

Open University and a Fellow of the Brit
ish Library Association, has produced an 
exhaustive combination state-of-the-art sur
vey and practical technical manual dealing 
with film libraries. 

The material covered is extensive and 
well organized. Information on the function 
and purpose of film librari'es, their history 
and organization, and future developments 
is supported by highly detailed and prac
tical technical applications presented in a 
scholarly and informed manner. 

Cataloging and information retri'eval are 
discussed in depth, as are matters of copy
right and economics. The section on admin
istration and planning contains prescriptive 
guidelines which are flexible, and which 
can be generalized to apply to functions 
and conditions in varying situations. 

Film is a medium which poses a signifi
cant number of problems to the archivist, 

handler, and organizer. Storage and preser
vation, requirements for intermediary de
vices and utilization, copyright, and of 
course, cataloging procedures are examples 
of aspects which relate to library proce
dures, but which require specialized tech
niques for implementation. 

Development and applications of tech
niques are further complicated by the di
versity in film libraries. These can be iden
tified as di'stribution, documentary produc
tion, feature production, government, gov
ernment research, national archives, news
reel, and television, as well as the educa
tional film libraries. Aims, policy, and con
tents will vary among these libraries, af
fecting their procedures. 

Considerable attention is devoted to cata
loging and classification, particularly shot 
listing. A shot list is a record of the con
tents of the film, with the amount of de
tail determined by the type and function 
of the film library. Essential features to be 
recorded include title, credits, footage, type 
of shot, description of shot, and sound 
(commentary, speech, or natural sound ef
fects) . N ewsfilm and stockshots require de
tailed analysis in order to permit access to 
one short sequence among many hundreds 
of thousands of pieces. The analysis can ex
tend to notes on placement of the camera, 
its angle and movement, and the distance 
of the subject from the camera. For the li
brarian trained in handling analytics for 
print cataloging, this process may seem pro
hibitive in terms of time and cost, yet it is 
an essential procedure in working with film 
other than feature or educational films. 

Harrison's comparison of the cataloging 
codes of practice for use in film libraries is 
based on her intimate knowledge of oper
ational techniques. While she is highly sup
portive of the requirement for international 
standards, she has good reason to express 
doubt that rules being formulated for gen
eral libraries and resource centers will be 
entirely adaptable to the needs of special
i'zed institutions and single-medium collec
tions. Special libraries serve their clientele 
in an individualized manner, and film li
braries have intrinsic requirements peculiar 
to their function. 

A brief review can merely reference the 
extensive information contained in this 



work, which combines a high degree of 
scholarship and a wide practical expertise. 

The monograph is well indexed and well 
designed as a communication arts book 
should be. A glossary of terms would be 
useful, as would be an appendix of abbrevi
ations found throughout the book. 

For the American reader, the National 
Film Library, formed in 1935, now the Na
tional Film Archive, and the references to 
BBC programming will reinforce the aware
ness that British techniques of information 
storage and retrieval are indeed highly ad
vanced, given impetus and support by the 
well-supported public services aspect of 
British programming. 

Although the work is highly specialized 
in its major application, it contains much 
practical information and is recommended 
as a source book of information on film and 
information retrieval techniques in a signifi
cant format.-Gloria Terwilliger, Director 
of Learning Resources, Northern Virginia 
Community College, Alexandria. 
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