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W a s h i n g t o n  H o t l i n e  L y n n e  E .  B r a d l e y

Library o f Congress, GPO appropria
tions  hearings held
ALA a n d  o th e r  lib rary  a d v o c a te s  h a v e  b e e n  
c lo s e ly  m o n ito r in g  th e  c o n g re s s io n a l b u d g e t 
p ro c e s s . R ep . C h a rles  T a y lo r  (R -N o rth  C aro

lin a ), c h a ir  o f  th e  L e g is la tio n  S u b c o m m itte e  
o f  H o u se  A p p rop ria tion s, c o n d u c te d  h e arin g s 
o n  Ja n u a r y  2 7  fo r  th e  H o u s e  A d m in istra tio n  
b u d g e t a n d  th e  L ibrary  o f  C o n g re s s  (L C ), an d  
o n  F e b ru a ry  1 fo r  th e  G o v e r n m e n t P rin tin g  
O ff ic e  (G P O ) b u d g e t. T a y lo r  d e c la r e d  th e re  
w a s a  “tig h te r  b u d g e t th a n  w e ’d  h o p e d ” at 
th e  o u tse t  o f  th e s e  h e a rin g s.

O n  F e b ru a ry  2 , tw o  ACRL m e m b e rs  testi

f ie d  in  su p p o r t  o f  LC a n d  G P O  b u d g e ts . 
P atr ic ia  W an d , u n iv ersity  lib ra r ia n  a t A m eri
c a n  U n iv ersity  in  W a sh in g to n , D .C ., te s tified  
in  su p p o r t  o f  th e  LC b u d g e t  w h ile  R id ley  
K essler, d o c u m e n ts  lib ra r ia n  a t th e  U n iv er

sity  o f  N o rth  C a ro lin a -C h a p e l H ill, testified  
in  su p p o rt o f  G P O ’s b u d g e t req u est.

L ibrarian  o f  C o n g ress  Ja m e s  B illin g to n  an d  
D e p u ty  L ib rarian  o f  C o n g re ss  D o n a ld  S c o tt 
p r e s e n t e d  th e  F Y 2 0 0 1  b u d g e t  r e q u e s t  a t 
$ 4 2 8 .1  m illio n  w ith  $ 3 3 -6  m illio n  re q u e s te d  

in a u th o rity  to  u s e  re c e ip ts . B illin g to n  sta ted  
th a t p art o f  th e  re q u e s te d  n e t  in c r e a s e  w a s 
n e e d e d  to  fu n d  m a n d a to ry  p a y  in c r e a s e s  an d  
a n  in c r e a s e  o f  e m p lo y e e s . H e  th a n k e d  th e  
s u b c o m m itte e  a n d  C o n g re s s  fo r  p a ss in g  th e  
le g is la tio n  re q u ire d  to  c e le b r a te  LC’s b ic e n
te n n ia l y e a r  a n d  fo r  b e in g  th e  “g re a te s t  s in g le  
lib rary  p a tro n .”

H e  e x p a n d e d  o n  th e  A m e ric a n  M em o ry  
d ig itized  p r o je c t  a n d  th e  D ig ita l F u tu res  P lan , 
a p la n  to  b r id g e  th e  g a p  b e tw e e n  th e  in fo r
m a tio n  h a v e s  a n d  h a v e  n o ts . S c o tt  s p o k e  o f  
LC’s se c u r ity  p la n  a n d  th e  fo u r  le v e ls  o f  in
v e n to ry  it is im p le m e n tin g .

O n  F e b ru a ry  1, th e  s u b c o m m itte e  c o n s id
e re d  th e  F Y 2 0 0 1  b u d g e t  re q u e s t  o f  th e  G P O . 
P u b lic  P rin te r  M ich a e l D iM ario  a n d  S u p e rin

te n d e n t  o f  D o c u m e n ts  F ra n c is  B u c k le y  p re
s e n te d  G P O ’s b u d g e t re q u e s t  o f  $ 1 2 1 .3  m il
lio n  fo r  p rin tin g  a n d  b in d in g , $ 3 4 .5  m illio n
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fo r  th e  S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  D o c u m e n ts ’ a c
c o u n t, a n d  a  re q u e s t  o f  $ 6  m illio n  fo r  th e  

re v o lv in g  fu n d . T h e  $ 6  m illio n  w o u ld  c o v e r  
ex tra o rd in a ry  e x p e n s e s  a ss o c ia te d  w ith  th e  
re p la c e m e n t o f  G P O ’s a ir-c o n d itio n in g  sy s
tem .

D iM a rio  sa id  th e  p r o je c te d  w o r k lo a d  in ­
c lu d e d  th e  rep rin tin g  o f  th e  U .S. C o d e , w h ic h  
is d o n e  e v e r y  s ix  y e a rs . P rin tin g  a n d  b in d
in g  c o s ts  p r o je c t io n s  w e r e  b a s e d  o n  h is to ri
c a l  c o s t s  f o r  P r e s id e n t ia l  e l e c t io n  y e a r s . 

D iM ario  a g re e d  th at s o m e  e le c tro n ic  c h a n g e s  
h a d  r e d u c e d  c o s ts  n o w  th a t n e a r ly  5 0  p e r
c e n t  o f  a ll p ro d u c ts  a re  e le c tr o n ic .  H e  sa id  
u se  o f  G P O  A cce ss  d a ta b a se  serv ices  (http:// 

w w w .access.gp o .gov/ su _d ocs/ ind ex.htm l)  h a s  
in c r e a s e d  c o n s id e ra b ly , a n d  in v e s tm e n t  is 

n e e d e d  to  k e e p  it u p -to -d a te  a n d  o p e ra t in g  
e ffe c tiv e ly .

B u c k le y  sa id  th a t w h ile  m o r e  th a n  6 0  p e r
c e n t  o f  n e w  titles  a re  e le c tro n ic , th e re  is  still 
n e e d  fo r  p a p e r  c o p ie s — s u c h  as th e  re c o g
n iz e d  o ffic ia l v e rs io n  o f  th e  U .S . C o d e  an d  
th e  C o n g ressio n a l R ecord . Law  librarian s, law
y ers , a n d  o th e rs  n e e d  th e  p a p e r  c o p ie d  fo r  
th e  re c o g n iz e d  le g a l c ita tio n s.

R e s p o n d in g  to  a  q u e s t io n  fro m  T a y lo r  

a b o u t ad d itio n al e m p lo y e e s , B u c k le y  sa id  that 
fo u r  a re  n e e d e d  fo r  c a ta lo g in g  a n d  in d e x in g , 
a n d  th re e  fo r  G P O  A c c e s s , te le p h o n e  su p
p o rt, a n d  lib rary  in s p e c to rs  fo r  th e  d e p o s i
to ry  lib rary  sy stem .

R e p . S te n y  H o y e r  (D -M a ry la n d )  a s k e d  
a b o u t  th e  r e c e n t  c o m p u te r  h a c k in g  o f  th e  

T h o m a s  s y s te m  ( h t t p :/ / th o m a s .lo c .g o v ) . 
D iM a rio  e x p la in e d  th a t a  b r a n d  n e w  fire w a ll 

h a d  b e e n  in sta lled . T h e y  a re  c o n sta n tly  lo o k
in g  a t th e  is su e  o f  s e c u r ity  a n d  w ill b e  h ir in g  
a n o th e r  n e tw o r k  s e c u r ity  sp e c ia lis t . H o y e r  
a ls o  c o m p lim e n te d  G P O  o n  r e c e iv in g  a p r o
fe s s io n a l  a w a rd  a s  th e  b e s t  p rin tin g  a g e n c y , 
a n d  sa id  th a t C h a irm a n  H e n ry  H y d e  (R -Illi
n o is )  h a d  b e e n  e ffu s iv e  in  c o m p lim e n tin g  
G P O  o n  p ro d u c t io n  o f  th e  S tarr R e p o rt  as 
w e ll  a s  th e  M ic ro so ft  o p in io n .

W a tch  fo r  fu rth e r  u p d a te s  o n  th e  F Y 2 0 0 1  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  in  t h i s  c o lu m n  a n d  in  
A LAW ON , th e  ALA W a sh in g to n  O ff ic e  E le c
tro n ic  N e w slin e . ■
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