New Delhi, India, hosts librar-
lans from around the world

By Barbarad. Ford

The 19921FLA Conference

rom August 30 to September 5, 1992, the

58th General Conference of the Interna-

tional Federation of Library Associations
Institutions (IFLA) was held in New Delhi, In-
dia. The theme of the conference was “Library
and Information Policy Perspectives.” Approxi-
mately 1,500 people
from 80 countries at-
tended the meeting
including about 100
delegates from the
U.S. and about 500 Y
from India. Robert
Wedgeworth, now of
the University of Illi-
nois at Urbana-Cham-
paign, presided over
the meeting as IFLA
President.

The 100th anniver-
sary of the birth of S. R Ranganathan (the fa-
ther of India’s library movement) was celebrated
and discussed during the IFLA programs and a
postage stamp in his honor was released dur-
ing the opening ceremony. The exhibits pro-
vided a good introduction to Indian libraries
and the opportunities they face. Conference
attendees were able to tour libraries at Delhi
University and Jamia Hamdard University.

Many programs were of special interest to
academic librarians including ones covering CD-
ROM, advances with ILL automation and
interlibrary lending in India and the former So-
viet Union, Latin-American and Caribbean li-
braries, the role of national libraries in devel-
oping countries, and library services to
multicultural populations.

Attending the conference were (I to r): Robert
Wedgeworth, IFLAPresident; P. Mangla, Univ.
of Delhi; U. Baxi, Univ. of Delhi; and R N.
Sharma, Univ. of Evansville.

One of the most interesting meetings | at-
tended at the conference was the program on
“Women’s Status in Librarianship and Infor-
mation Needs of Women.” Speakers from the
United Kingdom, the U.S., and India spoke on
those topics; Indian women were especially
vocal in discussing their programs and needs.

and proposal to establish a working group on

women’s issues in librarianship in IFLA was
developed. This group would promote research
and the gathering of information on the role
and status of women
in libraries by orga-
nizing programs and
providing a source of
expertise on these is-
sues for IFLA. The
program was well at-
tended and well re-
ceived.

Those from the
U.S. presenting pa-
pers included: Thel-
ma Tate (Rutgers
University), Michele
Cloonan (UCLA), Jay Lambrecht (University of
Illinois at Chicago), Darlene Weingand (Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Madison), Marilyn Miller
(University of North Carolina at Greensboro),
Suzine Har Necolescu (Medgar Evars College),
Barbara J. Ford (Virginia Commonwealth Uni-
versity), Sharon Hogan (University of Illinois at
Chicago), R. N. Sharma (University of Evans-
ville), Mohamed Aman (University of Wiscon-
sin), Josephine Fang (Simmons College),
Donald Davis (University of Texas at Austin),
and Robert Holley (Wayne State University).

IFLA will meet in Barcelona, Spain, in 1993;
in Havana, Cuba, in 1994; and in Istanbul,
Turkey, in 1995. The conferences are fascinat-
ing and provide a unique opportunity to learn
about libraries around the world. =

Barbaral. Ford is director of university library services at Virginia Commonwealth University
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‘ull MARC Catalogi
on CD-ROM...
...every week!

yw you can get your titles fully cataloged and into circ
n immediately. Our new weekly updates to the Biblic
taloging database give you up-to-the minute access tc
»st current LC MARC cataloging records.

2ekly updates are just one of many reasons why Biblic
tomation tools are rated number one in PC-based auto
tion by Library Technology Reports. You get ¢
t l erful features AND flexibility AND reasonable ¢
Best of all, you get top-notch support from
superb support staff.
find out all about our automation tools, send for our Fl
oklet, "Automate Your Library by the Numbers." \
:lude information on special offers, along with a price
1I today!

1-800-624-0559
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Public Access Catalogs - Union Catalogs
TILL - Readv Reference - Network Servic



