In the

When I'was a child, one of the games I en-
joyed playing was “library.” My friends and |
would put cards in our books and take turns
checking them out. We thought this was great
fun. We also thought that was what librarians
did—check out books. Despite the many efforts
to update our image, the stereotypical “bun-
capped, book-checking-outer, shusher” is still
what many folks think of when they think of
librarians.

We know how exciting and rewarding our
profession can be—our challenge has been to
convey that to the broader community. Particu-
larly, when we think ofthe “graying of the pro-
fession,”we must think of how we are going to
make librarianship look enticing to the young
people who have an ever-expanding smorgasbhord
of career choices.

ACRL has an opportunity foryou to correct
this outdated image with young people by par-
ticipating inJob Shadow Day 2000. Junior- and
senior-high school students are being matched
with workplace mentors to getan up-close look
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ata variety of careers. ACRL, in partnership with
ALAs divisions, isjoining associations through-
outthe United States in supportofJob Shadow
Day. So “check out”the details on page 826, and
send inthe form to volunteeryourtime and share
your enthusiasm for librarianship with some
young students who justmay, one day, become
your colleagues.

And please don't limit the sharing with
those outside of the profession. Plan on shar-
ing your skills, insights, and expertise with your
colleagues at ACRL’s 10th National Confer-
ence, March 15-18, 2001, in Denver, Colo-
rado. The “Call for Participation” appears as
an insert in this issue and is on the Web at
http://www .alaorg/acrl/denver.html. The
National Conference Committee is eager to re-
ceive your program proposals. And Denver will
be fun, too. See Ellen Metter’s overview of
Denver on page 829 and save March 15-18,
2001, to attend the conference.

—Mary Ellen K. Davis
Editor-in-Chief, medavis@ala.org
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ATLA Religion Database on CD-ROM:
Biblical Studies Subset for 1999

New November 1999 Update

Scholars, teachers, students, ministers, and general readers will find this useful
tool an invaluable guide to biblical studies. Indexing more than 75,000 articles,
40,000 essays, and 7,000 books from 1946 to the present, the Biblical Studies
Subset includes a thesaurus with more than 100,000 subject headings and is
affordably priced for colleges, public libraries, and Bible colleges at just $350.
Annual coverage of more than 600 periodicals; more than 120,000 records.

To order the ATLA Biblical Studies Subset for 1999 or to order the new
ATLA 2000 CATALOG cll our toll-free number: (888) 665-ATLA

Toll-free (North America): (888) 665-ATLA ¢ http:/ /www.atla.com /
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