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W ho w o u ld  h ave  thought that a  p ub ­
lication  m ounted  on ly  in  bathroom  

stalls in  the m ain  lib rary  w o u ld  becom e 
the m ost po p u lar lib rary pub lication  (and  
o n e  o f th e  m ost p o p u la r  p u b lica tio n s  
overa ll) on  cam pus? But that’s w h a t h ap ­
p en e d  w ith  “Tire T hrone,” an  irregu lar 
n ew sle tter issued  b y  the staff of Sw em  Li­
b rary  of the C o llege of W illiam  and  M ary 
in  W illiam sburg, V irginia.

The id ea  for “The T hrone” w as  sham e­
le s s ly  b o rro w ed  from  S ta ll Talk  o f the 
U niversity of V irgin ia Libraries. A Sw em  
lib rarian  attend ing  a  m eeting  there d is­
covered  a co p y  in the lad ies  room  and  
took the id ea  back  to her supervisors, w h o  
gav e  h er perm ission  to g ive  it a  try. After 
m uch  brainstorm ing, the staff cam e up  
w ith  the title o f the pub lication  to honor 
K ing W illiam  III and  Q ueen  M ary II, w h o  
chartered  the co llege  in  1693 (m ak in g  it 
the second  co llege  in  the A m erican  co lo ­
n ies). A logo  o f W illiam  an d  M ary on their 
respective  thrones g races the m asthead  
o f each  issue.

“T he T h ro n e” a lw a y s  sh o w c a se s  o n e 
or tw o  in te re s t in g  p rin t o r e le c tro n ic  r e ­
so u rc e s  a v a i la b le  to  W illia m  a n d  M ary  
s tu d e n ts . O ther fe a tu re s  h a v e  in c lu d e d  
b r ie f  (a n d  a lw a y s  h u m o ro u s  a n d  l ig h t­

h ea rted ) a r tic le s  on  fam ous lib ra r ian s  in  
h is to ry , in c lu d in g  th e  B ro th ers  G rim m , 
C asan o v a , an d  St. Je ro m e , as w e ll  a s  l i­
b ra r ian s  in  th e  m o v ie s  (a s  in  P a r t y  G ir l  
a n d  D esk  S e t) . O ne is su e  in v ite d  r e a d ­
ers to  re sp o n d  to an  o n lin e  su rv ey  abou t 
th e ir  fav o r ite  b a th ro o m  re a d in g , w ith  
re su lts  f e a tu re d  in  th e  n e x t is s u e . T he 
p re se n c e  o f a fu ll-tim e g rap h ic  d e s ig n e r  
on  S w em  L ibrary ’s staff assu res  that each  
co lo rfu l is su e  o f “T he T h ro n e ” is  v is u ­
a l ly  as w e ll  a s  in te l le c tu a lly  a p p e a lin g .

W e k n e w  tha t “T he T h ro n e” w a s  b e ­
c o m in g  p o p u la r  w h e n  o n e  o f th e  e d i­
tors w a s  c o n d u c tin g  a  b ib lio g ra p h ic  in ­
stru c tio n  se ss io n . W h ile  w a it in g  fo r th e 
o n lin e  c a ta lo g  to  b r in g  b a c k  s e a rc h  r e ­
su lts , sh e  a s k e d  th e  s tu d e n ts  if  th e y  
k n e w  h o w  m a n y  item s th e  c a ta lo g  h ad  
to  lo o k  th rough . W h en  o n e  s tu d en t te n ­
ta tiv e ly  an sw ered , “A bout a  m illio n ,” she 
a sk e d  h o w  h e  k n e w  that f igu re . T he an ­
sw e r : “I r e a d  it in  ‘T he T h ro n e !”’ O ther 
studen ts in  th e  c lass  ch im ed  in  w ith  “W e 
lo v e  ‘T he T h ro n e ’!” S in ce  th en , a  s tu ­
d e n t n e w s p a p e r  s u rv e y  h a s  v o te d  th e  
S w em  L ib rary  b a th ro o m s th e  b e s t  on  
c a m p u s , s ta t in g  th a t “w h a t  r e a l ly  se ts  
th e se  p articu la r  bath room s ab o v e  a ll th e 
re s t is  th e  in c lu d in g  o f a  . . .  n e w s le tte r ,
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‘The T h rone ,’ that covers a ll sorts of 
h yg ien e  an d  lib ra ry  tr iv ia” (T h e  F la t  
H at, F eb ruary  14, 2003, p. 14).

“T he T h ro n e” is an  e x c e lle n t  e x ­
a m p le  o f h o w  a sm a ll id e a , g iv e n  
e n c o u ra g e m e n t , c an  p a y  b ig  d iv i­
d en d s. “The T h ro n e” is o n ly  d istrib ­
u te d  w ith in  lib ra ry  b a th ro o m s, so  
a c tu a l p u b lic a t io n  co st (p a p e r  an d  
p las tic  w a ll-m o u n ted  co v ers) is less  
th an  $30 p e r  m onth . H o w ever, th e  
v a lu e  o f p o s it iv e  p u b lic ity  fo r l i ­
b ra ry  s e rv ic e s  an d  staff, c o m b in e d  
w ith  th e o p p o rtu n ity  to p ro v id e  en ­
te r ta in m en t an d  e n lig h te n m e n t to 
p a tro n s, is p r ic e le ss .

“The Throne” began  publication in 
Ju n e  2002 and  continues on a  m ore- 
or-less bimonthly basis. Current editors 
and  w riters of “T he T h ro n e” are Pat 
Van Zandt and  Cyndi M ack (rep lacing 
Jess ica  Fischer); g raph ic  d esigner is 
Karen M cCluney. O ther staff contrib­
u te articles on occasion. ■

Hot off the press from ACRL: New publications on 
digital reference and assessment

Digital Reference Research Agenda 
T h e  D ig i t a l  R e f e r e n c e  R e s e a r c h  A g e n d a ,  P u b ­
l i c a t i o n s  i n  L ib r a r ia n s h ip  n o .  55 , a  com pilation  
o f th e  p ro ceed in gs o f the D igita l R eference 
R esearch  Sym p o sium  h e ld  in  A ugust 2002, is 
n o w  av a ilab le  from  ACRL. In c lud ed  are  d e ­
ta iled  chapters on specific aspects o f the agenda, 
in c lu d in g  h o w  d ig ita l re feren ce  re la te s  to  d ig i­
ta l lib rar ie s , ed u catio n  for d ig ita l re feren ce , 
qu estio n  n ego tia tio n  o n lin e , an d  the u n iq u e  
costs an d  benefits  o f d ig ita l re feren ce . C urrent 
th in k in g  an d  re sea rch  in  d ig ita l re fe ren ce  are  
d raw n  to geth er to create  a  b rid ge  b e tw een  
researchers and practitioners. Edited b y  R. David 
Lankes, Scott N icholson, an d  A b b y G oodrum . 
$24.00 , 195p. ISBN. 0-8389-8231-X , 2003.

Assessing Student Learning Outcomes 
W ell done assessm en t is essentia l to docum ent­
in g  the effects o f inform ation lite racy  p rogram s 
an d  th e  d e g ree  to  w h ich  th e y  a re  m ee tin g  
the ir ob jectives. T he a ssessm en t p ro cess can  
a lso  assist an yo n e  in vo lv ed  in  in form ation  lit­

e racy  instruction b y  getting them  active ly  in ­
vo lved  in  the p rocess an d  en gaged  in  c lass­
room  activities, g iv ing them  feedb ack  about stu­
den ts’ th ink ing an d  learn ing , an d  h e lp in g  them  
focus on  go a ls  an d  objectives of the course. A ›-  
s e s s i n g  S t u d e n t  L e a r n in g  O u t c o m e s  f o r  I n f o r ­
m a t i o n  L it e r a c y  I n s t r u c t i o n  i n  A c a d e m i c  I n s t i tu ­
t i o n s  b y  E lizabeth Fuseler A very g ives lib rar­
ian s the tools n eed ed  to create  b ase lin e  data 
that w ill support the m erits of inform ation lit­
e racy  program s in  their institutions. M ethods and 
sk ills that h ave b een  u sed  to carry  out effective 
assessm en t p rogram s are  illustrated , includ ing 
dec id in g  w h at is to b e  learn ed  from  the p ro ­
gram , establishing learn ing outcomes, data analy­
sis, consideration o f costs, and involvem ent o f fac­
ulty. $29.00, 308 p. ISBN. 0-8389-8261-1, 2003. 

Order today
To o rder th ese  an d  o th er b o o ks an d  to see  
the co m p le te  ACRL p ub licatio n s ca ta lo g , v isit 
w w w .ac r l.o rg / p u b lic a tio n s . ACRL m em b ers 
re ce iv e  a  10% d iscou n t on  a ll p ub licatio ns.
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