« Lawrence E. Wikander, Williams College li-
brarian, welcomed more than 250 attendees to
the joint conference, held March 30-31, of the
New England Chapter 0f ACRL and the N.E.
College Librarians to discuss “Alternative
Catalogs: Problems and Perspectives.”

Flurries of snow during this conference were a
fitting complement to the flurries of comment
among the conferees. There was evident frustra-
tion at the tantalizing inaccessibility of the AACR
Il text, for which ALA holds firm copyright. The
much-needed educational materials to elucidate
AACR I, indeed, are not likely to be available
until January or February of 1979, according to
conversation with Barbara Gates of the ALA
RTSD Catalog Code Revision Committee.

Speakers and audiences alike displayed grow-
ing conviction that, with satisfactory on-line sys-
tems not possible by January 1980 and with im-
plementation sources such as OCLC and LC in-
sufficiently prepared to cope by that date, there
may well be increasingly vocal proposals to delay
implementation, despite international implica-
tions, and to push back “Day 1” until it can be
approached with considerably more confidence.

Three speakers addressed the opening session
on the afternoon of March 30 in the auditorium
of the Clark Art Institute, Williamstown, Massa-
chusetts.

Maurice J. Freedman, faculty member of Co-
lumbia University’s School of Library Service,
began on a positive note, emphasizing that the
flexibility allowed by a machine-readable data
base when coupled with a system of automated
authority control and inexpensive, swiftly pro-
duced computer-output microforms (COM) can, if
used imaginatively, open new means of access to
information for library users. From the same data
base, full ISBD catalogs can be produced for
networks or research libraries, while public li-
braries can be provided with simplified formats,
more analytics, and modified subject headings.
Catalogs that integrate nonprint materials and
even community information (a new MARC for-
mat?) become viable alternatives.

John Knapp, Research Libraries Group, also
challenged the audience to use machine-readable
data bases to break out of unit-card strictures into
more flexible display modes. Interweaving prag-
matic experience with visionary goals, he dis-
cussed significant aspects of three alternatives to
the card catalog: book, COM, and on-line.

Photocomposed book catalogs demonstrably in-
crease ease of look-up but frequently suffer from
updating problems. There will always be distaste
for any system requiring users to make two
searches, but absolute currency is more of a myth
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than a reality in existing card catalogs. COM
catalogs have the distinct disadvantage of
Monotype format, using a very restricted charac-
ter set, but costs are less than 4 percent of the
expense for book catalogs. Quarterly masters with
weekly supplements are economically feasible.

Knapp predicted that the on-line catalogs of
the future will involve mini-computer processors
restructuring data for public service terminals.
The cost for such hardware will not be prohibi-
tive, but the unvarying high cost of software is a
problem. Public service terminals need only have
“read” capability and, therefore, can be one-
quarter as expensive as technical service
machines. The demands on public service termi-
nals will be different: more access points, such as
corporate author collocation, keyword, and Bool-
ean search capabilities, will be possible, and
weekly updating of the data file will probably
suffice. COM back-up will be essential in case of
down time and to cope with peak load periods.

In all three alternatives, a variety of register
formats and related indexes are possible. Knapp
urged that many arrangements be tried, since
decisions are not irreversible when the catalog is
machine-produced. He also noted that whatever
the form of the catalog, the same 70 percent of
cost goes into source maintenance, precataloging
search, and cataloging.

Jamie Levine, NELINET, reported on a sur-
vey conducted for this conference. Three ques-
tions on current activity and three on upcoming
needs were addressed to all NELINET libraries.
Five libraries of the fifty-seven responding al-
ready plan to close their catalogs, while twenty-
seven are undecided. A variety of alternative
arrangements are being planned by the five. Al-
though LC had indicated it expects AACR 1l to
require changing 40 to 50 percent of headings,
twenty-five libraries plan to work with cross-
references instead of closing their catalogs.

Naturally enough, the need for education on
the details of AACR Il and on LC and OCLC
plans and the need for help in dealing with con-
version problems and authority file problems
were cited by all libraries in the survey. Respon-
sive to these needs, networks, which Levine sur-
veyed separately, plan educational activities for
their members. AMIGOS and SOLINET have al-
ready issued studies on COM catalogs.
NELINET plans to work with OCLC *“archival”
tapes for the benefit of its members. OCLC itself
is beginning, however slowly, to design an au-
thority system to link old and new AACR forms.

A complete change of pace was provided in the
late afternoon by tours of the delightful collec-
tions of the Clark Art Institute, by a reception
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hosted by Blackwell North America, Inc., and
the Northeast Bindery, and, still later, by a
smorgasbord dinner.

After the meal, John Kountz, California State
Universities and Colleges, briefly epigramized on
both the “John Wayne approach” of the library
willing to resist peer pressure in order to ac-
commodate solely its own needs and decisions
and the system approach, with inherent pressure
to conform to someone else’s authority files, for-
mats, policies, and procedures.

Conferees gathered for Friday’s sessions in the
Bronfman Science Center of Williams College.
The first brief panel of the morning dealt with
practical details of converting catalog data to
machine-readable form as a precursor to alter-
native catalogs. John Linford, director of
NELINET, led off, posing general questions of
the philosophy of conversion. He discussed the
implications of four basic decisions: whether to
inventory before conversion or after, whether to
aim for retrospective conversion or not, whether
and where to display full MARC records,
whether to do the job in-house or on contact.

Lawrence Buckland, president of IN-
FORONICS, contributed to the panel details of
three projects undertaken by his firm, which in-
volved successfully upgrading a variety of infor-
mation sources to MARC Il format for pre-
dictable manipulation. These included using
machine-readable data bases not up to MARC Il
standards, LC copy, and "from scratch” bibliog-
raphies. He emphasized that OCLC member li-
braries should set their own high standards for
updating records and normalizing holdings infor-
mation if they expect to make use of their retro-
spective tapes for conversion projects.

A representative from Blackwell North
America, Inc., Michael J. G. Moen, identified a
few additional decisions to be made when plan-
ning conversion and declared that management
decisions can be safely made on the basis of
analysis of a 1,000-item sample from any library’s
shelflist. He urged the preparation of guidelines
to aid editing teams and that through-put speed
be emphasized over precision in bringing an in-
dividual record into agreement with an institu-
tion’s holdings.

Refreshed by a mid-morning coffee break pro-
vided by CL Systems, Inc., conferees returned
for a second brief panel on the topic of utilizing
machine-readable data bases. Glyn T. Evans, di-
rector of library services for SUNY Central
Administration, discussed two management uses
that can be made of a data base: assessment of
collection strengths to evaluate collection de-
velopment policies and the placing of collection
statistics in the context of institutional programs
to provide quantifiable evaluation of funding
levels.

Bela Hatvany, founder of CL Systems, Inc.,
confined his remarks primarily to the growing
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capabilities of his company’s product. Marketed
as a circulation system, the product has been ex-
panded and modified as a result of user feedback
until it is gradually moving toward complete
catalog capability, with circulation and “hold for
use” information posted to the catalog records.

The final panelist, John Kountz, informally
exhorted the audience to live up to the excite-
ment of being on the edge of a new librarianship
by using this opportunity to expedite and enlarge
service.

After a “dutch treat” noontime break sent con-
ferees walking briskly to numerous small
Williamstown restaurants, Maureen Hutchinson,
associate librarian for readers services of the Uni-
versity of Toronto, was the featured speaker of
the afternoon session. She traced the preplanning
and development of the university’s COM
catalog, which uses both microfilm and micro-
fiche formats. User acceptance has been high. A
Canada Council grant has been awarded to study
use and user satisfaction of the COM catalog.

Major problems encountered at Toronto have
included the necessary maintenance of the old
“closed” catalog, the high visibility of spelling
and filing errors in the new catalog format, lack
of cross-references in the COM catalog, and lack
of machine-readable authority files. The univer-
sity plans to change from a classed arrangement
of entries in the main bibliographic register with
the next edition. The possibility of providing the
supplements to the COM catalog in an on-line
mode will be explored.

Maurice J. Freedman returned to the podium
to summarize and conclude the conference. His
rational and humane assessment of the chal-
lenges, the problems, and the possible rewards of
catalog conversion called on the conferees to
reaffirm the classic service goals of the card
catalog.

Edited tapes of the conference sessions will be
available. Contact Diane Lutz, Director, New
Hampshire College Library, 25000 N. River Rd.,
Manchester, NH 03104.—Joan Stockard, Readers
Services Librarian, Wellesley College Library,
and Editor, ACRL New England Chapter
NEWS. [ 1]

Freezing Card Catalogs

The Association of Research Libraries has
published Freezing Card Catalogs, a discus-
sion of the administrative problems research
library directors might encounter as they plan
to freeze their catalogs, persuade their institu-
tions to go along with the idea, and actually
bring alternative catalogs into being.

Copies of Freezing Card Catalogs are avail-
able for $3 (prepaid) from the Association of
Research Libraries, 1527 New Hampshire
Ave., N.W., Washington, DC 20036.



THE COMPLETE RETROSPECTIVE COLLECTION
AND THREE ANNUAL COLLECTIONS ARE
NOW AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

THE RETROSPECTIVE COLLECTION

- The full texts of 8,032 Declassified Documents are contained on 1008 Microfiche.

- Original abstracts of the documents appear in two hardcover Abstract Catalog

volumes, arranged chronologically under names of issuing agencies.

A single-alphabet Cumulative Subject Index to both the Retrospective and the

1975 Annual Collections is contained in one hardcover volume.

- Each volume contains a User’s Guide and a comprehensive Glossary of intel-
ligence terminology.

The dramatic increase in the sheer size of the system means that the Cumulative Subject Index now lists a substantial
number of references to formerly classified documents on the same subjects — thus offering unique new depths ofcoverage of
some of the major international conflicts and diplomatic crises of the post World War Il period.

Included for the first time in the Retrospective Collection are special groups of documents on Alger Hiss, the Rosenbergs,
and Lee Harvey Oswald (including the diary he kept while in the U.S.S.R.). Also included are declassified documents from the
papers of several presidential aides and advisors such as, Chester Bowles, Clark Clifford, C.D. Jackson, General Lucius Clay
and others.

It is important to note that none of the abstracts or microfiche copies of the documents contained in the 1975 or 1976
Annual Collections are included in the Retrospective Collection. However, all entries from the 1975 Cumulative Subject
Index have been merged into a combined Cumulative Subject Index in the Retrospective setin order to provide a single source
of subject access for both sets of documents.

THE ANNUAL COLLECTIONS
- THE 1975 ANNUAL COLLECTION contains 1,648 documents, abstracted on 330 pages of 4 quarterly Catalog volumes,
and indexed under an average 3.2 headings in their cumulative annual Subject Index. Although early subscribers received four

quarterly Indexed volumes, the first three have now been superseded by the 1975 annual cumulative volume and will be
omitted from future shipment.

- THE 1976 ANNUAL COLLECTION is available in three segments (one double issue covering January-June, 1976, and
two quarterlies). The number of documents included in the 1976 collection is slightly greater than that for 1975.

- THE 1977 ANNUAL COLLECTION includes four Abstract Catalogs and a 1977 Cumulative Subject Index volume plus
microfiche copies of the documents themselves.

- THE 1978 ANNUAL COLLECTION will be shipped in quarterly installments beginning in July, 1978.

IF YOU MISSED PARADE MAGAZINE'S OCTOBER 8TH COVER STORY
ON DDRS, CALL OR WRITE AND WE'LL SEND YOU A REPRINT



THE
DECLASSIFIED DOCUMENTS
REFERENCE SYSTEM

Here are excerpts from the two latest reviews of DDRS ...

@Reference and Adult Services Division,ALA,v. 15,
no. 47 Summer, 1976. pp. 353-355. Reviewed by Michael O.
Shannon, Herbert Lehman College, Bronx, New York.
“The entire system is characterized by remarkable simpli-
city of arrangement and ease of searching, and one hopes
that it may grow in size and extent.” ... “This isa major
research tool to basically archival-type material and should
be worth the price for any major research institution that
wishes to provide first rate coverage in the fields of recent
government, foreign affairs, and politics.”

Choice, Association of College and Research
Libraries, ALA, v. 13, no. 8 (October, 1976) unsigned.
“The catalog and separately available microfiche of the
documents themselves form a complete system of
information not available elsewhere, neither indexed in the
Monthly Catalog nor published by the G.P.O. The catalog,
indexed by a former chief of C.I.A. indexing operations, is
a unique source of information about formerly secret
activities, and of great value to the researcher and the large
academic or public library.”

.. and from these earlier reviews in the library literature.

- BOOKLIST, ALA. v. 72, No. 12 (February 15, 1976) “Reference and Subscription Books Reviews” (unsigned) pp. 875-6.
“For large academic and public libraries whose patrons do extensive research in subjects in which the government may have a
controlling interest, the Declassified Documents Quarterly Catalog and its Index will provide access to materials heretofore
unavailable and even unknown, although their existence may have been assumed or suspected. In the expectation that future
issues will appear and that coverage will expand, the Declassified Documents Quarterly Catalog with its Cumulative Subject
Index is recommended for these large libraries or any library whose patrons require access to this type of information.”

- GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS, v. 3, No. 2 (forthcoming 1976)

The following was extracted from a review by Professor Robin Higham, Department of History, Kansas State University.
Professor Higham is also author of Official Histories (1970) and an Editor of Military Affairs and Aerospace Historian.
“The great advantage of what Carrollton Press isdoing isthat it provides the researcher and the librarian with one compact set
of Declassified Documents complete with finding aids. The sooner the system is brought to the attention of scholars the
better.”

- SERIALS REVIEW, July/September, 1975, page 51.

Quoted below are excerpts from a review by Bernard A. Block, Documents Librarian at Ohio State University, Columbus,
Ohio.

“The Carrollton Press has made a strong beginning toward developing a good collection of declassified documents, well
cataloged, abstracted, and indexed. The importance of such material for historians, political scientists, and other researchers
cannot be overestimated. The Declassified Documents microfiche collection and related catalogs and indexes are highly
recommended for academic and public research libraries.”

Your patrons will want access to the entire system —
So use this coupon to make certain your coverage will be complete.

TO: Carrollton Press, 1911 Fort Myer Drive, #905, Arlington, Va. 22209

Please record our order for the items checked below:

O The DECLASSIFIED DOCUMENTS RETROSPECTIVE COLLECTION only, containing two volumes
of Abstracts 0f 8032 documents, a Combined Cumulative Subject Index (which also includes entries for all
documents in the 1975 Annual Collection), and 1008 microfiche containing the full text of the documents

(does notinclude abstracts orfichefor 1975 collection). IMMEDIATE DELIVERY .o $1,845.00

O Retrospective Catalogs and Index volumes only. IMMEDIATE DELIVERY ..o $ 315.00
O The 1975 ANNUAL COLLECTION, now consisting of four Quarterly Catalogs of Abstracts and one

Cumulative Annual Subject Index (which superseded the first three indexes for 1975) plus microfiche.

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY . $ 560.00

O 1975 Catalogsand Annual Index volume only. IMMEDIATE DELIVERY .. . $ 285.00
O The 1976 ANNUAL COLLECTION, including one double issue of the Abstract Catalog (Jan-June 1976

and two Quarterly Abstract Catalogs, a Cumulative Subject Index volume, and microfiche. IMMEDIATE

DELIVERY . $ 560.00

O 1976 Catalogs and Index volumes. IMMEDIATE DELIVERY . $ 285.00
O The 1977 ANNUAL COLLECTION, consisting of microfiche copies of documents plus four Quarterly

Abstract volumes and a Cumulative Index volume. IMMEDIATE DELIVERY $ 560.00

0 1977 Catalogs and Index volumes only. IMMEDIATE DELIVERY .. $ 285.00
O The 1978 ANNUAL COLLECTION (as above) $ 625.00

0O 1978 Catalogs and IndeX VOIUMES ONTY oot $ 325.00
O The complete DECLASSIFIED DOCUMENTS REFERENCE SYSTEM, including the 1975, 1976, 1977

and 1978 Annual Collections and the RETROSPECTIVE COLLECTION. (Note the $200 savings for

OFAETING ThE FUIT SET.) ittt $3,950.00

O Free brochure describing the DDRS in detail

Name

Address

All items postpaid in North America





