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In October, 1981, at the invitation of the Chinese government, I 
took part in a conference held in Beijing, Wuhan, and Guangzhou 
celebrating the 70th Anniversary of the 1911 Revolution. About 140 
Chinese scholars and 43 scholars from other countries, including 14 
from the United States, participated in the event.

The conference opened with a plenary session commemorating the 
1911 Revolution in the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, but the 
main academic sessions were held in Wuhan, during which papers 
were presented dealing with various aspects of the 1911 Revolution. 
Topics ranged from the role of the Chinese bourgeois class in the rev­
olution to the relationship betw een the revolutionary party and 
Chinese secret societies.

In between the meetings and visits to museums and revolutionary 
sites, I made arrangements to visit libraries in each of the metropoli­
tan areas of Beijing, Wuhan, and Guangzhou.

My first visit was to the University of Peking Library. I was met by 
Guo Songnian, deputy director of the library. Guo discussed the es­
tablishment of the library in 1902, its 3.3 million holdings, and its 22 
departmental libraries. He went into some detail discussing the im­
portance of exchange, which began at the University of Peking Li­
brary in 1953. By 1981 Peking had exchanges with over 300 institu­
tions in fifty countries. Most of the exchanges are with Japan, the 
United States, and West Germany. Peking is interested especially in 
receiving publications in the fields of philosophy, economics, sociol­
ogy, and all of the social sciences.

My next visit was to the National Library of China, the equivalent
(continued on p. 118)
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of our L ibrary of Congress. I was g ree ted  by 
Huang Zungui, head of the D epartm ent of Read­
ing Rooms and Lending Service, and Jiang Bin­
xin, staff m em ber in the Foreign Relations D e­
partm ent. The library currently has a collection of 
some 10 m illion books and serials. Since the 
founding of the People’s Republic of China in 
1949, the National Library had established ex­
change relations with over 3,000 institutions in 
many countries. In 1980 they received approxi­
mately 3,000 periodical titles and 10,000 mono­
graphic and pam phlet titles on exchange. We dis­
cussed various problem s of exchange and what 
changes could be made to improve working rela­
tions. Over and over the emphasis was on China 
striving for modernization, the need for the in­
troduction of new technologies, the establishment 
of library networks, and especially the need to 
acquire new knowledge through exchange of pub­
lications.

The next stop was W uhan in central China, 
where I visited W uhan University Library. In a 
vast contrast to the National Library, W uhan has 
established only sixteen exchanges with libraries 
throughout the  world. In the past, exchanges 
were set up only within China, but since 1979 
the emphasis has been on foreign countries. D ur­
ing the Cultural Revolution of 1966-1976 when

Books to China

China today is em barked  on one of the 
greatest educational efforts in its history. To 
support this effort, the Foundation for Books 
to China has organized an extensive program 
of publications assistance to educational in­
s titu tio n s  in  th e  P eop le  s R epub lic . T he 
Foundation has sent over 160,000 volumes in 
1981 and hopes to exceed tha t num b er in 
1982.

They are seeking donations of academ ic 
books and journals for Chinese institutions in 
most fields in the sciences, social sciences, 
and hum an ities. Publications for donation  
should be in at least fair physical condition, 
reasonably free of religious or political propa­
ganda, and published within the last fifteen 
years. Journal sets should be in runs of at 
least two years in length. Send any publica­
tions only after prior discussion of the quan­
tity and quality of the materials available for 
donation.

The Foundation is a tax-exempt, non-profit 
organization, and its work has the approval 
and active cooperation of the educational au­
thorities in China. For further information, or 
to offer publications for donation, contact: 
Dale Bratton, Executive Director, The Foun­
dation  for Books to C hina, 601 C alifornia 
Street, San Francisco, CA 94108; (405) 765- 
0664.
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the university and the library were closed, all ex­
change arrangements were terminated, producing 
a large gap in W estern language holdings. Acquir­
ing materials from this period is now one of their 
primary goals.

Wuhan University also has one of the oldest li­
brary schools in the country. Founded in 1920, it 
now graduates over 100 students annually as part 
of a four-year program for a bachelor’s degree. 
The school had seventeen graduate students in 
1981 and twenty-five faculty.

W uhan has set up an exchange with library 
science faculty at Simmons College in Boston. 
Last year Wuhan sent two lecturers to Simmons 
for advanced study, and in return they invited 
the president of Simmons College to China to 
lecture on library adm inistrative m anagem ent. 
The school’s deputy director, Sun Binyang, com­
mented that W uhan’s level of management could 
be improved by applying the management tech­
niques and new technology available in many 
foreign universities. She said their main objective 
is to modernize and improve the level of teaching 
and enhance their staff.

My next visit was to the Provincial Library of 
Hubei in Wuhan, which functions as a provincial 
public library. In the thirty-three years after the 
establishment of the People’s Republic of China, 
the Provincial Library has been expanding. By 
1981 the holdings included 2.2 million volumes,

500,000 of which w ere C hinese classics (rare 
books printed before 1911), and 130,000 of which 
were foreign language books primarily in Russian 
and English. H ubei m aintains exchanges with 
over 1,000 units within China and they have es­
tablished programs with several libraries in Ohio, 
Australia, and Japan.

My last stop was Guangzhou (Canton) where I 
visited Zhongshan University Library. The old li­
brary building had long ago proven inadequate to 
m eet the increasing need for study and storage 
space, and many of their 2.5 million volumes are 
stored in dormitories and old campus buildings. 
A new library building currently under construc­
tion will accommodate 1,200 seats and make their 
holdings more accessible.

C urrently  Zhongshan has exchanges with 63 
overseas universities and other academic institu­
tions. Publications used for exchange include 
books and journals published by their own uni­
versity as well as commercially produced texts. 
Their most prolific exchange is with Japan, fol­
lowed by the United States, Australia, England, 
France, and Germany. Zhongshan needs books in 
the fields of sociology, anthropology, and law. As 
with other libraries I visited, Zhongshan’s budget 
is not sufficient to buy the books and journals 
they need. Exchange is an extremely important 
acquisition tool.

From my visits to the Chinese libraries and my

Reading Room area, Zhongshan University Library, Canton
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previous research  in to  th e  sub ject, I am con­
vinced more than ever of the im portance and util­
ity of international exchange, especially for librar­
ies in developing countries w here resources are 
scarce.

My visit to China was both personally and pro­
fessionally rewarding. The contacts and exchanges 
that I estab lished  w ith C hinese librarians and 
scholars enabled  me to gain m uch insight into 
their libraries and the problem s they face in ob­
taining even basic academic materials. ■■

RBMS PRECONFERENCE

T he T w en ty -T h ird  A C R L R are Books and  
M anuscripts Preconference, “Growth in the Face 
of Adversity: The Business of Special Collections 
in the 1980s,” will be held July 6-9, 1982, at the 
University City Holiday Inn, Philadelphia.

Focusing on the practical work that librarians 
perform in a variety of institutional settings, the 
program will consider the prospects facing special 
collections in the  stra iten ed  econom ic circum ­
stances characteristic of the 1980s. Particular em ­
phasis will be on smaller collections and the ways 
in w hich th e ir  staffs m ight w ork w ith in  th e ir  
larger institutional environm ent.

Keynote speaker will be David H. Stam, An­
drew W. Mellon director of the Research Librar­
ies, New York Public L ibrary. O th er speakers 
are: Samuel A. Streit, Brown University; David 
Farm er, University of Tulsa; Edwin W olf II, Li­
brary Company of Philadelphia; Lynda C. Claas­
sen, Library of Congress; Ann Gwyn, Johns H op­
kins University; Eleanor H. Pinkham, Kalamazoo 
College; and James Tanis, Bryn Mawr College.

T he A n tiq u arian  B ooksellers A ssociation of 
Am erica will sponsor the  opening reception  in 
conjunction w ith registration on Tuesday even­
ing, July 6. The Van Pelt Library of the Universi­
ty of Pennsylvania has invited participants to a 
reception in their Special Collections on W ednes­
day evening, and the Library Company of Phila­
d e lp h ia , 1314 L ocust S tree t, will also host a 
reception on Thursday evening.

A variety of seminars are also planned as part 
of the preconference program. Seminar topics in­
clude: the small special collections library; deac­
cession; conservation; g ran t application  p ro ce­
dures and accounting requirem ents; marking spe­
cial materials; teaching the history of books and 
printing; exhibitions; sampling collections for con­
servation needs; and formats for autom ated m an­
uscript cataloging.

Preconference registration  will be lim ited to 
the first 250 applicants and should be sent in by 
May 31. The registration fee of $90 for ACRL 
m em bers, or $140 for non-m em bers, includes 
lunches on July 7 and 9, and entry to the preconference

 receptions and to all papers and sem i­
nars. Late reg istra tions will be accep ted  on a 
space-available basis with an additional fee of $15.

The preconference hotel is the University City 
Holiday Inn, 36th and W alnut Streets, close to 
the University of Pennsylvania in W est Philadel­
phia. This hotel is also an ALA conference hotel 
and reserva tions are  m ade by using th e  ALA 
housing form in the January American Libraries.
Participants are urged to reg ister early for the

 
 

hotel; ALA regulations require a first come, first 
served approach to room assignment.

Additional inform ation and registration forms 
for the  p reco n feren ce  m ay be o b ta ined  from: 
RBMS Preconference, ACRL/ALA, 50 E. H uron 
St., Chicago, IL 60611. ■■

HUMANITIES GRANTS 
STILL AVAILABLE

The 1983 b u d g e t su b m itted  by th e  Reagan 
Administration to Congress has requested  funding 
$3.4 million for the Research Resources Program 
of the National Endow m ent for the Humanities. 
This level of funding, identical to that of fiscal 
year 1982, will enable the program to continue its 
support for projects to make research materials in 
the hum anities available to the public.

The program makes awards for the preparation 
of catalogs, inventories, registers, guides, bibliog­
raphies, and other finding aids for collections of 
docum ents, p rin ted  works, and non-print m ate­
rials of significant value for advanced research in 
the hum anities. It also funds archival surveys, 
m odel conservation  and p reserva tion  pro jects, 
and projects to improve the ways in which librar­
ians and archivists care for and make available re ­
search materials of in terest to hum anist scholars.

The deadline for submission of applications is 
June 1, 1982. Potential applicants should first call 
or write the Research Resources Program, Mail 
S top 350, N a tio na l E n d o w m e n t for th e  
H um anities, 806 15th St. NW, W ashington, DC 
20506; (202) 724-0341. ■■

Directory Available

ACRL now has available its D irectory o f  
Extended Library Campus Personnel. Copies 
are free to m em bers; non-m em bers may order 
them  for $1 each. All orders should include a 
self-addressed mailing label and 50¢ for post­
age and handling. Send requests to ACRL/ 
ALA, 50 E. H uron St., Chicago, IL  60611. 
Also available at the same rate are offprints of 
“ G uidelines for E x tended  C am pus L ibrary  
Services” (C&RL News, March 1982).


