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George M. Eberhart

The Atlas o f Archaeology, b y  M ick A ston 
an d  T im  T a y lo r  (2 0 8  p a g e s, O c to b e r  1 9 9 8 ), is 
a n o th e r  o f  th o s e  irres is tib ly  illu stra ted  D K  
titles that is b o th  w ell-o rg a n iz ed  an d  in form a­
tiv e . T h e  a rra n g e m e n t is b y  p e r io d , fro m  th e  
a g e  o f  h u n te r-g a th e re rs  to  th e  in d u stria l a g e , 
w ith  sites  from  e a c h  se le c te d  fo r  co m p a riso n . 
M o re  th an  6 0  p a g e s  o f  atlas an d  g a z e tte e r  d e ­
scrib in g  n o ted  arch a eo lo g ica l sites ro u n d s ou t 
th is e x c e lle n t  in tro d u cto ry  study. $ 2 9 .9 5 . D K  
P u blish in g . ISB N  0 -7 8 9 4 -3 1 8 9 -0 .

A re la ted  title  b y  Jo h n  B o w k e r. T h e C om ­
p le t e  B ib le  H a n d b o o k  (5 4 4  p ages, N ovem ­
b e r  1 9 9 8 ) , c o v e rs  th e  h is to rica l, literary , an d  
re lig io u s a s p e c ts  o f  b o th  testa m en ts . T h e  a u ­
thor, fo rm er d ea n  o f  T rinity C o lleg e , h as tak en  
c a re  to  e n su r e  th a t m a jo r  v a ria tio n s  in  in te r­
p re tation  are  rep resen ted , am p lified  b y  recen t 
sch o la rsh ip  an d  d isco v eries . $ 3 9 .95 . D K  P u b ­
lishin g. ISBN  0 -7 8 9 4 -3 5 6 8 -3 .

Creating a Power Web Site, by Gail Ju n ion- 
M etz a n d  B ra d  S te p h e n s  (2 0 0  p a g es, N o v em ­
b e r  1 9 9 8 ) , o ffe rs  lib ra ry -re la te d  e x a m p le s  o f  
H TM L an d  PERL co d in g , ta b le s , im a g e  m ap s, 
fram es, an d  form s. Sam p le  co d in g  fo r a  library 
card  ap p lication , interlibrary loan  req u est, an d  
p u rch ase  o rd er is fo u n d  o n  th e  acco m p an y in g  
C D -R O M , a lo n g  w ith  M ap ed it an d  PERL so ft­
w a re . T h is  is a g o o d  in te rm e d ia te  b o o k  fo r 
W eb m a sters  w h o  h a v e n ’t rev ised  th e ir  sites in 
a  w h ile . $ 1 2 5 .0 0 . N e a l-S c h u m a n . IS B N  1- 
55570-323-2 .

Hard Target: The United States War 
Against International Drug Trafficking, 
1982-1997, by  R on  C h e p e siu k  (3 5 3  p a g es, 
Ja n u a ry  1 9 9 9 ) , c r it iq u e s  th e  U .S. d ru g  p o lic y  
sin ce  R on ald  R eag an  d eclared  w ar o n  drugs in 
1 9 8 2 . A fter a d e ta ile d  e x a m in a tio n  o f  th e  o p ­
e ra tio n s  o f  “h ard  ta rg e ts” (cr im in a l o rg a n iz a ­
tio n s  in v o lv e d  in th e  d ru g  tra d e ) a n d  th e ir  
im p act o n  intern ational political an d  s o c io e c o ­
n o m ic  c o h e s io n , C h e p e s iu k  d e c la re s  th at th e  
A m e rica n  an tid ru g  stra teg y  h as fa iled  a n d  o f-

G e o rg e  M . E b e rh a rt is associate e d i to r  o f  A m e rica n  
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fe rs  12  p ra c tica l o p tio n s  fo r  th e  U n ited  States 
to  a d o p t in  o rd e r  to  p ro c e e d  su ccessfu lly  (n o t 
n ecessarily  inclu ding decrim in alization , b u t an 
o p e n  d e b a te  ab o u t alternative m easu res). T h e  
a u th o r’s  m e ticu lo u s d o c u m e n ta tio n  o f  th e  lo ­
g istics  o f  d ru g  tra ffick in g  in  sev e ra l co u n trie s  
gives cre d en ce  to  his recom m endations. $46.50. 
M cFarlan d . ISB N  0 -7 8 6 4 -0 5 0 7 -4 .

John Adams and the Spirit of Liberty, by
C. B ra d le y  T h o m p s o n  ( 3 4 0  p a g es, N o v em b er 
1 9 98), ex a m in e s th e  w ritings o f  A m erica ’s  s e c ­
o n d  p re s id e n t, re e v a lu a tin g  h is  p o litic a l p h i­
lo s o p h y  as a  c h a m p io n  o f  lib erty  an d  d e m o ­
c r a t ic  re a l is t . U n lik e  h is  c o n te m p o r a r ie s  
Je f fe r s o n , M a d iso n , H am ilto n , a n d  F ran k lin , 
th e  p o lit ic a l e ss a y s  o f  J o h n  A d am s h a v e  n o t 
b e e n  scru tin iz e d  o r  e v e n  re p rin te d  fo r  m an y  
years. T h o m p so n  rescu es A dam s’s p h ilo sop h y  
o f  g o v e rn m e n t fro m  th e  m ire  o f  T o ry ism  that 
e n g u lfe d  h is ad m in istra tio n  d u rin g  th e  era  o f  
th e  Q u a s i-W a r w ith  F ra n ce , th e  A lien  an d  S e ­
d ition  A cts, an d  th e su p p ressio n  o f  p ro -d em o - 
cra tic  th o u g h t. A d am s’s id e a s  o n  th e  s e p a ra ­
tio n  o f  p o w e rs  an d  b a la n c e d  g o v e rn m e n t are 
p articu larly  c o g e n t  in th e s e  la tter d ay s o f  th e  
C lin to n  a d m in is tra tio n . $ 3 9 .9 5 . U n iv ersity  
P ress o f  K an sas. ISBN  0 -7 0 0 6 -0 9 1 5 -6 .

F o r  a n  a la rm in g ly  n e g a tiv e  v ie w  o f  th e  
A dam s adm inistration, read  th e  disturbing p or­
trait o f  A d am s a n d  o th e r  F ed e ra lis ts  d e p ic te d  
in th e contem p orary  new spaper, th e P h ila d el­
p h ia  A u ro ra , in  R ich ard  N. R o s e n fe ld ’s 
A m e ric a n  A u ro ra  ( 9 8 8  p a g e s , M ay 1 9 9 7 ). 
A d am s a n d  h is  su p p o rte rs  m a y  h a v e  cra fte d  
th e  first p o s tc o lo n ia l  w itc h  h u n t b y  g o in g  a f­
te r  a n y o n e  sy m p ath etic  to  th e  F re n c h  R ev o lu ­
tio n  an d  th e  1 7 9 8  re b e llio n  in Ire lan d . $ 3 9 .9 5 . 
St. M artin ’s. IS B N  0 -3 1 2 -1 5 0 5 2 -0 .

Lincoln: The Road to War, by  Frank van der 
Linden (3 8 7  p ag es, N ovem ber 1998), retells the 
s to ry  o f  L in c o ln ’s e le c t io n  a n d  th e  ea rly  d ays 
o f  se c e ss io n  fro m  a d ifferen t p ersp ectiv e . V an 
d e r  L in d en  m a k e s  a  w e a k  c a s e  fo r  th e  n o tio n  
th at th e  Civil W a r co u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a v o id ed  if 
L in co ln  h a d  le t F ort S u m te r  an d  th e  C o n fe d ­
e ra c y  g o . N ot a rea c tio n a ry  n e o -C o n fe d e ra te , 
th e  a u th o r h a s  a lso  w ritten  b io g ra p h ica l stud-
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ies  o f  Je ffe rs o n , P o lk , N ixon , an d  R eagan . T h is 

c r it iq u e  o f  L in c o ln  is  c o n tro v e rs ia l  b u t  s u b ­
d u e d  a n d  se r v e s  as a  re m in d e r  o f  w h a t u n re ­
s tra in e d  p a rtisa n  p o lit ic s  c a n  d o  to  a  n a tio n . 
$ 2 9 .95 . F u lcrum  Publish ing. ISBN  1 -555 9 1 -4 2 0 - 

9.

Mammals of the Eastern United States,
b y  J o h n  O . W h it a k e r  J r .  a n d  W ill ia m  J .  
H a m ilto n  J r .  (5 8 3  p a g e s , 3 d  e d ., N o v e m b e r  
1998), p re sen ts d etailed  inform ation  o n  th e  121 
m am m alian  s p e c ie s  e a st  o f  th e  M ississippi. A l­
m o st  e n tire ly  re w ritte n , th is  e d itio n  p ro v id e s  
z o o lo g ic a l  in fo rm a tio n  a s  w e ll  a s  a n e c d o te s , 
fie ld  n o te s , illu stra tio n s, ra n g e  m a p s , rea d in g  
lis ts , a n d  a g lo ssa ry . $ 5 0 .0 0 . C o rn e ll U n iv e r­
sity  P ress . IS B N  0 -8 0 1 4 -3 4 7 5 -0 .

Mesmerized: Powers of Mind in Victorian 
Britain, b y  A lison  W in ter (4 6 4  p ag es, D e c e m ­

b e r  1 9 9 8 ) , d e m o n stra te s  th e  p e rv a s iv e n e ss  o f  
m e sm e ric  ex h ib itio n s  a n d  ex p e rim e n ts  in Brit­

a in  fro m  th e  1 8 3 0 s  to  
th e  18 6 0 s , in un iversi­
t ie s  a s  w e ll  as to w n  
halls, pubs, and  h ospi­
ta ls . O th e r  v o lu m e s  
o n  m e sm e rism  fo c u s  
o n  its m arg inal ro le  in 
th e  p r o to h is to r y  o f  
h y p n otism  o r  p sy ch o ­
a n a ly s is , b u t th is  e x ­
a m in e s  w h a t  V ic to ­
rian  m e n  an d  w o m e n  
actu ally  th o u g h t m e s­

m e rism  c o u ld  a c c o m p lis h  fo r  th e  h u m a n  
p sy c h e . W in te r  lo o k s  a t a n  a s to n ish in g  n u m ­
b e r  o f  m e sm e ric  a p p lica tio n s , in clu d in g  a n e s ­
th e s ia , c la irv o y a n c e , m e d ic a l d ia g n o s is  an d  
c u re , m a g n e tic  th e ra p y , a n d  a lte re d  s ta te s  o f  
c o n s c io u s n e s s . In  s o  d o in g , s h e  u n c o v e rs  a 
m u ch  lo n g -n e g le c te d  h is to ry  o f  th e  d e v e lo p ­
m e n t o f  s c ie n tif ic  au th o rity  in  m o d e rn  s o c i ­
ety . $ 3 0 .0 0 . IS B N  0 -2 2 6 -9 0 2 1 9 -6 .

Native Americans: An Encyclopedia of 
History, Culture, and Peoples, by Barry M. 
P ritz k er  (8 6 8  p a g e s , 2 v o ls ., O c to b e r  1 9 9 8 ) , 
b r in g s to g e th e r  h is to r ic a l a n d  c o n te m p o ra r y  
in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t  N o rth  A m e ric a n  In d ia n  
g ro u p s. P ritzk er, w h o  h a s  w ritte n  a b o u t  th e  
p h otograp h y o f  A nsel A dam s, M atthew  B rad y , 
a n d  E d w ard  C u rtis , sp r in k le s  h is to r ic a l p h o ­
tographs th rou g h ou t th ese  v o lu m es, w h ich  are

a rra n g e d  b y  r e g io n  a n d  su b d iv id e d  b y  tr ib e . 
T h is  is a  g o o d  p la c e  to  start lo o k in g  fo r  in fo r­
m a tio n  o n  p articu lar g ro u p s, a lth ou g h  th e  b ib ­
lio g ra p h y  is sp a rse . $ 1 5 0 .0 0 . A B C -C lio . IS B N  
0 -8 7436-836-7 .

A n y o n e  in te re s te d  in th e  q u e s t io n  o f  In ­
d ia n  p o p u la t io n  f ig u r e s  in  1 4 9 2  w ill e n jo y  

N um bers fro m  N ow here‚ b y  D a v id  H e n ig e  
(5 3 2  p a g e s , M ay  1 9 9 8 ) , w h ic h  c h a lle n g e s  th e  
h ig h  e s t im a te s  o f  r e c e n t  h is to r ia n s . $ 4 7 .9 5 .  
U n iv e rs ity  o f  O k la h o m a  P re ss . IS B N  0 -8 0 6 1 -  
3 0 4 4 -X .

Saucer Movies: A UFOIogical History of 
the Cinema, b y  Paul M eeh an  (3 7 3  p ages, N o­
v e m b e r  1 9 9 8 ), is a  c le v e r  an alysis o f  h o w  U FO  
sig h tin g s a n d  s p e c u la t io n  w e r e  u ltim ate ly  re ­
sp o n s ib le  fo r  th e  g e n r e  o f  a lie n -c o n ta c t  film s, 
w h ic h  “d e a l w ith  th e  p h ilo s o p h ic a l  im p lic a ­
tio n s o f  th e  first e n co u n te r  b e tw e e n  h u m an  b e ­
in g s  a n d  a l ie n  c u l t u r e s .” T h o u g h  n o t  a 
u fo lo g ist, M e e h a n  h as  d o n e  s o m e  first-rate re ­
s e a r c h  in  e x p lo r in g  th e  in te rtw in in g s  o f  fly - 
in g -s a u c e r  h is to ry  a n d  film  c o n v e n tio n s . A 
b a r e -b o n e s  film o g rap h y  o f  a b o u t  2 7 0  fea tu res 
a p p e a r s  a s  a n  a p p e n d ix , b u t  th e  h e a rt  o f  th e  
b o o k  is  its e x c e lle n t  c h r o n o lo g ic a l  o v e rv ie w  
o f  1 0 0  y e a rs  o f  c o n ta c t  film s fro m  M e liè s ’s 
s h o r t  The A stronom er’s D ream  ( 1 8 9 8 )  to  
Starship Troopers (1 9 9 7 ) .  $ 5 5 .0 0 . S c a re c ro w  
P ress . IS B N  0 -8 1 0 8 -3 5 7 3 -8 .

The Sax and Brass Book: Saxophones, 
Trumpets and Trombones in Jazz, Rock 
and Pop, by  B rian  P riestley , et al. ( 1 2 0  p ag es, 

O c to b e r  1 9 9 8 ), traces  
th e  h is to ry  o f  b ra ss  
instrum ents an d  sa x o ­
p h o n e s  in  p o p u la r  
m u sic  from  1920s jazz 
to  c o n te m p o ra r y  re ­
v iv a lis ts .  P e p p e r e d  
th ro u g h o u t w ith  im ­
a g e s  o f  m u sic ian s, a l­
b u m s , c la s s ic  s a x o ­
p h o n e  m o d e ls , a n d  
a d v e r t is e m e n ts , this 
b o o k  m a k e s  a s tro n g

argu m en t fo r sa x  an d  brass so u n d s as a n  e sse n ­
tia l c o m p o n e n t  o f  m o d e m  A m e ric a n  m u sic . 
A  c o m p r e h e n s iv e  d ir e c to r y  o f  in s tru m e n t 
m a k e rs  an d  th eir  m o d e ls  w ill a p p e a l to  a fic io ­
n a d o s . $ 2 4 .9 5 . M ille r F re e m a n  B o o k s . IS B N  

0 -8 7 9 3 9 -5 3 1 -2 . ■
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