The ICONMAL 98 conference

New missions of academic libraries in the 21st century

by Lester J. Pourciau

th a clearly discernible focus,
WCONMAL (International Conference

establish connectivity among Chinese insti-
tutions of higher education.

on New Missions of Academic Libraries), the He spoke about the current priorities of

brief name by which the conference became
known, included 142 papers, of which 109 are
in English, and 33 are in Chinese (with English
abstracts). Each converged on the conference
title and theme, “New Missions of Academic
Libraries in the 21st Century” and are available
at http://www.lib.pku.edu.cn/98conf/. The
conference was held from October 25-28,1998,
and the venue was the newly completed library
building at Beida—the affectionate, shortened
name of Peking University, Bei(jing), Da(xue).

The format of the conference divided the
papers into six different theme sessions, each
of which spoke to some concern about the
role of the academic library of the future.
There were two keynote presentations at
each theme session, followed by discussions
coordinated by a moderator.

Connecting CALIS

One of the keynote presentations was made
by Zhu Qiang, professor and deputy direc-
tor of the Peking University Library. Qiang
spoke about CALIS, the Chinese Academic
Library and Information System. His de-
scription of CALIS was most impressive and
he spoke in some detail about the efforts to

those involved in implementing CALIS, the
various facilities that are needed, and the ef-
fectiveness expected of CALIS by profes-
sional librarians in China.

Managing electronic information
Another of the keynote presenters, Carole
Moore, chief librarian at the University of
Toronto, spoke of the management of elec-
tronic information, making the point that, “The
potential of new technologies to expand access
to knowledge beyond our borders brings enor-
mous new opportunities for libraries to give ser-
vice at levels previously unimagined.”

She identified various questions that must
be addressed and answered in order to provide
such service, and stressed the importance of
standards in creating a new paradigm of library
service.

The challenges of distance
learning

Rebecca Martin, dean of Libraries at the Uni-
versity of Vermont, spoke about the increas-
ingly popular and challenging topic of library
services to distance learning and the changing
environment of higher education.
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She identified the challenge as one of

“how we will move into this new environ-
ment, changing the rules and changing the very
nature of what it means to be an academic li-
brary.” She identified this new meaning in terms
of the shifting role of the institution of higher
education from that of sole provider of educa-
tional content to one of guidance to students in
their efforts to assemble “... learning opportu-
nities, available at a distance from a variety of
institutions,” into a coherent educational expe-
rience.

Professional development and
continuing education

Peter Durey, university librarian emeritus at
the University of Auckland, New Zealand, de-
fined professional developmentas “... a pro-
gram which encourages employees to develop
their skills and capabilities on a continuing ba-
sis.” He was clear in his view that such a pro-
gram be well-planned, resulting from perfor-
mance reviews and discussions with library
staff. He suggested the use of local library re-

“‘Checkingout... "continuedfrom p. 85

Checking out digital cameras naturally
evolved from the ITC goal of focusing on Web
publishing and multimedia. It’s the next wave
for instructional technology. Checking out digi-
tal cameras is easy and cheap and a great boost
for library public relations due to its popular-
ity. We highly recommend offering this suc-
cessful service and welcome any questions re-
garding how to begin.

Notes

1. http://libweb.uoregon.edu/scilib/
slitc.html.

2. Klassen, Tim. “Creating an X Window
Terminal-Based Information Technology Cen-
ter,” Reference ServicesReview (Spring 1997): 25-
29.

3. For example, fines accrue if the camera
is overdue: $2 for the first hour, $.50 per hour
after the first hour, with a maximum of $20.
The patron is responsible for the camera dur-
ing check-outand is charged for damage or loss.
The replacement value of the camera is $800.

4. McClelland, Deke. “Midrange Digital
Cameras,”M acworld (April 1998): 38-39.

5. One person checked out cameras 11
times, the highest. m
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sources, expertise elsewhere in the univer-
sity, and programs offered by external sources,
and noted that such training and development
is often available in the form of interactive video
or via the Internet.

On the third and closing day of the confer-
ence, Beverly Lynch of UCLA presented a
masterful summary of the various discussions
that took place during each of the six theme
sessions, highlighting and making reference to
several significant papers that were included in
each of the six themes.

By any measure, ICONMAL '98 must be
considered a major success. The new library
building at Peking University is stunning, and
this conference, designed to celebrate the cen-
tennial of the university and to commemorate
the opening ofthe building, was a most fitting
effort. Zhu Qiang, was the primary individual
responsible for what we in the United States
call “local arrangements.”

Zhu and his staffdid a truly remarkable job,
and their efforts showed clearly throughout
the entire conduct of the conference. m

InternetResourcescontinuedfromp. 81

e ALA, ACRL Institute for Inform ation
Literacy (IIL, formerly NILI). Formed in 1997
under Cerise Oberman’s direction, the IIL aims
to train instruction librarians, provide program-
ming for library administrators on information
literacy issues, and support ACRL and the Na-
tional Forum on Information Literacy in vari-
ous higher education initiatives.

This site provides information on IIL pro-
grams and links to related sites on information
literacy. Of special interest is a page on the
importantupcoming IIL Immersion Program,
acomprehensive four-and-a-half-day institute
for instruction librarians to be held at SUNY
Plattsburgh inJuly 1999. Last update: Novem-
ber 19,1998. Access: http://www.ala.org/acrl/
nili/nilihp.html.

Notes

1. gopher://alal.ala.org:70/00/alagophiv/
50417007.document.

2. Loanne Snavely and Natasha Cooper. “The
Information Literacy Debate,”Journalo fAcadem ic
Librarianship, Jan. 1997, V23(N1): 9-14, and
Kasman, Joyce Valenza. “Information Literacy is
More Than Computer Literacy,” TheP hiladelphia
Inquirer, 16 April 1998, sec. F3, column 2. m
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American @ Theological Library Association \

It is the mission of ATLA to
provide access to the scholarly literature
of religion and to preserve it for future generations.

Are you interested in

¢ Reduced cost for the premier bibliographic database in
religion?

¢ Consortial discount on OCLC’s FirstSearch?
¢ Parucipation in the NACO Funnel Project?

¢ Influencing NISO standards for library issues?
¢ Involvement in a serials users group in OCLC?

¢ Joint problem-solving through a special Library Consultation
Program?

Visit our booth #256 at the ACRL conference to see why more
than 240 libraries bave already said “yes” to these benefits of
membership in the American Theological Library Association.

k Toll-free (North America): (888) 665-ATLA + http:/ /www.atla.com J
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A CURE FOR AIDS wiLL
HAVE TO GET PAST THE FDA.

THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION.

AND THE CENTERS FOR DiIsSease CONTROL.

BUT FIRST IT’S GOT TO GET PAST SOMEONE ELSE.

As much as we'd like to think that profit plays no part
in medical breakthroughs, the biotechnology and health
care industries are businesses — with justifiable needs
to pursue healthy bottom lines. But what if business
chose to save money over lives?

You can explore all sides of this and other critical

to an index of some 450,000 hard-to-find

statistical directories and more. It references literature
published around the globe. And now it's even available
on leased tape

So if you're looking for information, go through the
right channel, Use PAIS.
Public Affairs Information Service, Inc.

e-mail: inquiries@pais.org or visit us at

public and social policy issues through PAIS * 521 West 43cd Street, New York, NY 10036-4396
International. PAIS gives you instant access BOO-288-PAIS, 212-736-6629, FAX: 212-643-2848

articles, books, government documents,

WWW.pais.org

NO ONE LOOKS AT THE WORLD LIKE PAIS

PLEASE VisiT Us AT BootH #220 AT THE ACRL CONFERENCE

On CD-ROM: PAIS SELECT FULL-TEXT « PAIS INTEANATIONAL ON SILVERPLATTER » PAIS SELECT ON SILVERPLATTER
PAISJEBSCO CD In Print: PAIS INTERNATIONAL IN PRINT® Oaline through: DIALOG « EBSCOHOST » INFOTRAC
SEARCHBANK ¢ OCLC « OVID On Magnetic Tape: CONTACT PAIS FOR MORE INFORMATION
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