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I n t e r n e t  R e v i e w s Sara A m ato , e d ito r

E ditors’ note: This m o n th ’s co lum n is d ev o ted  
to  In te rn e t site po rta l sites.

A c a d e m i c  I n f o .  Access: h t t p : / /w w w . 
academ icin fo .net/.

O n  its h o m ep ag e , A cadem ic Info is d e 
scrib ed  as “a  sub ject d irec to ry  o f  In te rn e t re 
sources tailored  to  a  college a n d  university au 
d ie n c e .” T hat is essen tia lly  w h a t it is. T he in

tended  audience is under
g ra d u a te  o r  a d v a n c e d  
high school-level students.

T he site is d ivided into 
th e  fo llo w in g  sec tions: 
T h e  Subject Index , T he 
Search  Page, T he Refer
en ce  D esk, T he S tudent 

C enter, a n d  C om m ents & Suggestions. T he 
Subject In d ex  is a lp h ab e tica l b y  b ro a d  top ic. 
U nder each  b ro ad  topic, types o f  resources are 
listed. W hen  a  ty p e  o f  re so u rce  is cho sen , the  
v iew er can  th en  m ake selections by  subjects o r 
titles, w h ich  are  a rran g ed  alphabetically . T he 
v iew er beg ins w ith  a  b ro ad  top ic  a n d  narrow s 
th e  search  un til th e  in fo rm ation  n e e d e d  is 
found. O n The Search Page, the  view er can type 
in  k ey w o rd s  to  p erfo rm  a B o o lean  search  
(w hich is explained o n  that page). A list o f docu
m en ts o r sites is th e  resu lt o f  th e  search . An 
explicit search  will n o t tak e  th e  v iew er to  p a r
ticular sites, on ly  to  general sites tha t a re  likely 
to  pertain  to  the  topic o f the  search. T he view er 
sh o u ld  n o t ex p ec t th is to  w o rk  as an  article 
search.

T h e  R eference D esk  is d iv id ed  in to  tw o  
parts: Gateways, w hich  includes links to  guides, 
gatew ays, search  engines, directories, encyclo
ped ias, a n d  alm anacs, an d  Pathfinders, w h ich  
includes links to  language, w orld, U nited States, 
h ealth , m ed ic ine , sp ace , pub lish ing , new s, 
peop le , w eather, an d  m oney  sites. T he Student 
C en ter lists sites p e rta in in g  to  in fo rm ation  
abou t colleges an d  universities. T he v iew er can 
link  to  sites o n  adm issions, financial aid , col
lege life, g raduate  school, travel, etc.

M ike M adin, w h o  is a library  specia list at 
G allagher Law Library a t th e  U niversity  o f 
W ashington, m aintains th e  site. H e previously 
m ain tained  C om parative Religion: A D irectory

o f  In te rne t R esources fo r th e  A cadem ic S tudy 
o f  R eligion. E arlier th is year, C om parative  
Religion w as incorporated  into A cadem ic Info, 
w hich  is a new  site. Viewers can  suggest sites to 
b e  incorporated  into A cadem ic Info, b u t M adin 
o n ly  accep ts a b o u t 20% o f  sug g ested  sites. By 
using a  strict collection d evelopm ent policy, he 
can  m aintain th e  h igh  quality o f  th e  site. A few  
o f  th e  sites v iew ed  req u ired  sub scrip tio n  an d  
p assw o rd s , b u t nearly  all o f  th e  sites w ere  
read ily  accessib le . Such in fo rm ation  as th e  
w e a th e r in  C hicago, v id eo s  o f th e  1906 San 
F rancisco  E arthquake, h is to ry  o f  th e  H olly
w o o d  sign, an d  w h o  w o n  Pulitzer p rizes in 
1953, w as un earth ed  during  an  exam ination  o f 
this site.

A cadem ic Info is a  very good, general index 
to  academ ic related W eb sites. H igh school and  
un iversity  s tu d en ts  sh o u ld  b e  m ad e  aw are  o f 
its ex is ten ce  a n d  tak e  full ad v an tag e  o f  its re 
sources.— M ary Wise, Central W ashington Uni
versity Library, wisem@ tahoma.cwu.edu

S n a p .  Access: h ttp ://w w w .sn ap .co m .
Snap is a  n ew  porta l serv ice d e v e lo p e d  b y  

NBC a n d  CNET. As a g a tew ay  o r  porta l, th e  
site ga thers in fo rm ation  from  various sou rces 
o n  the  Internet, including D eja N ews, MSNBC, 

CNN, a n d  th e  D iscovery  
C h an n el o n line . D ue  to  
th e  b ra n d  n am e reco g n i
tion  o f  its d ev e lo p e rs  an d  

co n te n t p rov iders, Snap h as qu ick ly  b eco m e  
popular.

Snap offers th e  usual features o f  portals in
c luding a  directory o f  W eb sites, a  search  facil
ity p o w e re d  by  Inktom i, n ew s a n d  cu rren t 
ev en ts  (o n e  o f  th e  sites s treng ths) w ith  h e a d 
lines d raw n from  a variety o f repu tab le  sources 
such  as MSNBC (w ith interesting features such  
as links to  th e  “W e b ’s B est” a n d  po lls o n  the  
topic), an d  m essage bo ard s (jointly d ev elo p ed  
w ith  D eja N ew s). Special fea tu res in c lu d e  the  
ability to  cu stom ize u sin g  “My S n ap ” to  select 
new s feeds, bookm arks and  topic areas, and  the 
ability  to  v iew  reg ional in fo rm ation  su ch  as
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w eath er an d  new s o n  one  p ag e  using th e  “Lo
cal” feature that is custom ized using zip codes.

T he overall structure o f the  site is excellent; 
is it easy  to  navigate to  different sections, and  
you  alw ays kn o w  w h ere  you are (an d  h o w  to 
get back). Im portantly, w h en  you select a W eb 
site from  its listings, you actually go  to  the  site 
itself an d  no t an o th er b row ser w in d o w  w ithin 
th e  Snap site. T he organ ization  o f th e  site is 
clear an d  logical. D espite the  am oun t o f infor
m ation available, the  site’s pages do  no t appear 
clu ttered  a n d  design  elem en ts are  m axim ized 
to  b e  visually attractive an d  m eaningful. T he 
ubiquitous advertisem ents o f com m ercial sites, 
while not exactly low key, are not visually abrasive.

T he site has a range o f con ten t from  p o p u 
lar to  undergraduate levels o f research (w ith the 
excep tion  o f n ew s feeds, w hich  are o f interest 
to  all levels in research and  academ ic libraries). 
I search ed  u n d e r art history  a n d  d id  n o t find 
several sites o r categories I ex p ec ted  to  b e  in 
c luded . W hile som e co n ten t areas o f th e  site 
have excellent coverage (such  as “C om puting 
and Internet,”) others seem  uneven (such as “Art  
H isto ry ”).

Suggestions for im provem ents m ight in
clude: a full disclosure o f the  site’s content p ro
viders, p referably  available in o n e  location  (it 
is h a rd  to  ascertain  the  origin o f  m u ch  o f  the  
data/services); information on  selection policies 
for W eb sites included  in  th e  d irectory  (w hat 
a re  th e  selection  criteria?); inform ation  ab o u t 
how  frequently the site is updated  (which is also 
d e p e n d e n t u p o n  th e  co n ten t p ro v id ers’ po li
cies); m ore  reliable check ing  o f links (a d ead  
link is included  to  “R oadm ap 96” in th e  C om 
pu ting  an d  In ternet section); inclusion  o f rel
evancy  rankings; an d  a m ore intelligent o r in
tuitive search  for W eb pages. O verall, the  site 
n eed s  w ork  to  b eco m e useful to  serious re
searchers, but is currently recom m ended for un
dergraduates an d  research in new s and  current 
events areas.— Angela Elkordy, The Sage College 
Libraries, elkora@sage.edu

E n c y c lo p e d ia  B r ita n n ic a 's  E b la st: A
g u id e  to  th e  W e b 's  to p  sites, chosen
b y  B ritan n ica ’s ed ito rs . Access: h t tp : / /
www.eblast.com/ o  rh ttp :/www.ebig.com /.
E blast cu ts d o w n  o n  th e  fru stra tion  o f 

In ternet overload  by narrow ing  choices to  se
lected sites. Form erly k n o w n  as E ncyclopedia 
B ritannica In tern e t G uide, this recen tly  red e
signed hierarchical index to  the  W eb is unclut

tered and easy to  use. Britannica editors choose, 
annotate, an d  rate each  site, as w ell as provide
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lots o f  o th e r inform ation  at a g lance to  h e lp  
y o u  d ec id e  if a  link is w o rth  th e  visit. It is a 
g reat site for s tuden ts look ing  for quality  re 
search.

A nnotations generally  include the  title, au 
th o r o r re sponsib le  party , a star rating, an d  a 
concise description for the  site. In addition, Site 
Statistics features useful details such as site reg
istration, n u m b er o f visits, sp eed , an d  related  
top ic  links. T he site ’s p lace  in th e  Britannica 
sub ject h ierarchy  com ple tes th e  annotation , 
prov id ing  links for fu rther exploration .

Searching can  b e  as sim ple o r com plex  as 
y o u  w ish. Search by  keyw ord  o r p h rase  via a 
clearly  m ark ed  search  eng ine. M ore focused  
search options are a  click away. In addition, you 
can choose from categorical subject listings until 
you  find w h at you  w ant. V arious levels allow  
you  to  p ick  a n d  ch o o se  along  th e  way. Site o f 
the  day, site o f the  w eek , an d  related  archives 
p rov ide links to  staff favorites.

T he d o w n sid e  o f  any selective list is that 
th ere  m ay n o t b e  e n o u g h  links for y o u r p u r
poses. In  fact, it ap p ears  that som e topic areas 
are better developed  th an  others. For instance, 
H isto ry /U nited  States/Civil W ar p rov ides su 
perb  sites that m ay b e  hard  to  find through Alta 
Vista o r Y ahoo. W hile Environm ental Science, 
u n d e r Science T echnology  an d  Math, is lack
luster by  com parison. Although Eblast provides 
a sp o t to  h o o k  in to  an  Alta Vista search, it will 
no t (as does Y ahoo) do  this automatically w hen 
y o u r keyw ords fail.

In addition, you have to  p u t u p  w ith adver
tising, w hich  is com paratively unobtrusive, but 
still annoying. T he site can  also ru n  slow ly on  
o lder technology.

Still, Eblast is a g o o d  place  to  start for find
ing inform ation o n  any topic because it is easy 
to  use and  the sites you find are generally w orth 
the  visit. T he sta tem ent o f  authority  a lone, in 
c lu d ed  in  each  entry, will save studen ts and  
scholars hours o f online guessw ork in the quest 
for research-w orthy sites.— Barbara Valentine, 
Linfield College, bvalen@ linfield.edu ■
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