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Abstract

This research is quantitative with an ex-post-facto design. It aims to determine the
contribution of self-concept, independence, and creativity to the literacy competence of
fourth-grade elementary school students in Gugus IV, Abiansemal District. The population
of this study was 131 students, while the sample was 97 students, and was determined by
using the Proportional Stratified Random Sampling Technique. Data were collected by using
a questionnaire and a test. All in all, the results showed: 1) there was a significant
contribution of self-concept to students' literacy competence with a contribution of 51.9%
and an effective contribution of 25.38%, 2) there was a significant contribution of
independence to competence student literacy with a contribution of 43.5% and contribution
of 23.51%, 3) there was a significant contribution of creativity to students' literacy
competence with a contribution of 41.5% and contribution of 20%. 4) Simultaneously, there
was a significant contribution of self-concept, independence, and creativity to students'
literacy competence with a contribution of 68.9%.
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Introduction

In the 21% centuty, education and life skills ate paramount for human life. Education must
be able to develop the potential/competence of students so that students can face and solve life
problems that they will later face (Mukminin et al., 2019; Mukminin et al., 2017; Prasojo et al., 2018;
Silvera, 2013). Education is a process to influence students so that they can adapt as well as possible
to their environment. It is expected to cause changes in themselves and enable them to function well
in community life (Muazza, Mukminin, & Habibi, 2023; Rakimahwati et al., 2022; Hamalik, 2013).
Therefore, education will be able to support development in the future, where when people have a
strong concept of education, they will be ready to enter life and the world of work, where those
concerned must be able to apply what is learned at school to deal with problems faced in today's
daily life as well as which will come.

To increase his potential, one of the competencies that must be possessed by students in the
world of education is literacy competence. Literacy competence is a person's ability to process and
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understand information when carrying out the process of reading and writing (Sb, 2018). Based on
research data on literacy ranking through the National Literacy Index by the Ministry of Education
and Culture, 99.76% of Indonesia's population aged 15-24 years is literate, but 71% were in the low
literacy activity category. These data show Indonesian students can read but are still experiencing
functional illiteracy; they can read but cannot catch the message of what they have read, and they
still have difficulty understanding the context of the discourse correctly in the text they are reading
and still have difficulty answering questions based on information in the text. The results of the
research above conclude that students' literacy competence, especially reading literacy competence, is
still relatively low.

To overcome this problem, various efforts have been made by the government, like
promoting the literacy movement from the basic education level. With literacy, students are directed
not only to understand but also to be able to apply their understanding in everyday life. Therefore,
literacy needs to be integrated into the learning process (Nahdi & Yunitasari, 2019; Wahyuni et al.,
2017). Accotding to Saddhono and Slamet (2014), reading is a process that is carried out and used by
readers to get messages the writer wants to convey through words/wtitten language. Reading is not
just voicing written symbols without questioning whether the series of memorized words or
sentences are understood or not, but more than that, such activities can indeed be called reading.
Reading like that is classified as a beginning reading type by elementary school students in the eatly
grades.

The reality of learning in the fourth-grade elementary school in Gugus IV, Abiansemal
District, Badung Regency, shows that literacy competencies, especially reading literacy competencies,
have not been maximized. In the learning process, it is hard to instill a reading culture in students.
When students are in reading lessons, students look less enthusiastic and quickly feel bored in
learning activities. It is because, in the learning process during the Covid-19 pandemic, students are
used to looking for answers to their assignments using gadgets, so students become lazy to read to
find answers in their textbooks. The learning reality above is also supported by the Education
Report Card report of students in one of the elementary schools in Gugus IV, Abiansemal District,
Badung Regency states that most of the students have reached the minimum competency limit for
reading literacy, but efforts need to be made to encourage more many students to become
proficient. It indicates that the students in elementary school Gugus IV, Abiansemal District need to
improve their reading literacy more so students can become skillful in reading literacy. Based on the
explanation above, there is a gap between the government's expectations and the actual conditions
in the field. To overcome the problems above, it is necessary to find out what factors make a
positive contribution to students' reading literacy competence. Some factors predicted to influence
students' reading literacy competence are self-concept, independent learning, and creativity.

Self-concept can influence an individual's perception of the surrounding environment and
behavior. Students who in themselves have a positive self-concept, and are not anxious in dealing
with new situations, can adapt well, cooperatively, and normative (Juliana & Erdiansyah, 2020).
Students who have a positive self-concept can overcome problems and are independent, reliable,
confident, and free from negative characteristics such as anxiety, restlessness, excessive fear, and
feelings of loneliness. Students' self-concept greatly influences students' abilities at school (Mahuda
et al., 2021). In his research, self-concept and mathematical anxiety contributed significantly to the
ability of mathematical literacy by 70.3%. Furthermore, Nimas and Indrawati (2016) stated that self-
concept made an effective contribution to students' interpersonal competence by 26.4%. The two
results of this study indicate that self-concept is paramount to have because it contributes to literacy
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skills and can solve problems, reliable and confident so that it is free from negative characters, and
describes self-knowledge that includes physical self-concept, social self, and spiritual self, but there is
no assessment of the contribution of self-concept to literacy competence in standard education.

The next factor predicting students' reading literacy competence is learning independence. In
the learning process in the era of the Covid 19 pandemic, student learning independence is essential.
Students are expected to be able to learn and master concepts by digging and searching for
information around them. According to Brookfield (19806), independent learning is self-awareness,
self-driven, and the ability to learn to achieve its goals. This opinion is in line with Elaine (2007), that
argued that independent learning gives freedom to students to find academic life in their daily lives.
According to Ningsih and Nurrahmah (2016), there was a significant positive effect of learning
independence on mathematics learning achievement and a contribution of 45.3%. Furthermore,
Julaecha and Baist (2019) stated that there was a significantly positive relationship between learning
independence and learning outcomes of 0.400. It indicates that student learning independence is
paramount in supporting the learning process. From the research above, independence contributes
to the student learning process. However, so far, there has been no study of how much it
contributes to literacy competence.

The next factor predicting students' reading literacy competence is creativity. Creativity is the
ability to be creative by creating or combining something old into something new. The
implementation of one's creativity is not the same. It depends on the extent to which the person is
willing and able to manifest his creativity into creation or work (Winarso, 2019). Kriyantono (2020)
stated that creativity is a person's ability to generate new ideas. What is meant by new can be in a
new form or different from what existed before. The prediction of student creativity affecting
students' literacy competence is strengthened by previous research conducted by Widodo (2021). It
showed the contribution of learning creativity to reading ability was 59.5%. Furthermore, Manharifal
and Slamet (2021) stated that learning creativity contributed 18.31% to student learning outcomes.

Based on the explanation above, self-concept, learning independence, and creativity are
predicted to contribute to literacy competence, especially in students' reading. It also applies to grade
IV elementary school students in Gugus 1V, Abiansemal District, Badung Regency. However, how
much self-concept, independent learning, and creativity contribute to the literacy competence of
fourth-grade elementary school students in Gugus IV, Abiansemal District, Badung Regency, is not
known with certainty. Therefore, this research will take the title of the Contribution of Self-Concept,
Learning Independence, and Creativity to the Literacy Competence of Grade IV Elementary School
Students in Gugus IV, Abiansemal District, Badung Regency.

Student literacy competence is a new thing to be observed in the education world. Based on
previous research studies, it is not common for researchers to examine the literacy competencies of
elementary school students now, although they must be nurtured from an early age. It is because
elementary school students are the initial foundation in the wotld of education, so this research is
paramount to do. By conducting this research, teachers will be able to predict the factors that
contribute to students' literacy competence so that later the factors will be given more attention in
learning activities at school. In addition, because the literacy competencies of elementary school
students have rarely been studied in previous studies, especially in ex-post-facto research, the literacy
competencies of elementary school students are the latest in this research.
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Review of Related Literature

Reading is a process to get the message you want to convey. Reading must understand the
contents of the reading itself so that the meaning of the reading does not come out of the meaning
you want to find (Soma et al., 2015). Reading activities also require a calm and quiet atmosphere so
you can more quickly understand what you are reading (Anggraini et al., 2022; Erlina et al., 2022;
Hidayat et al., 2022; Oktovia et al., 2022). Indicators of reading skills are 1) finding main ideas, 2)
finding information in reading, 3) determining facts and opinions, and 4) concluding reading
(Thahar, 2014). These four indicators will be assessed to get a score of students' reading literacy
skills. Santrock (2002) suggested that self-concept refers to positive and negative feelings where
these feelings show themselves. Self-concept is known as self-image, self-awareness, self-esteem, and
self-identity. Students who have a good self-concept in the learning process will have high self-
confidence in the learning process. It sure will make students' enthusiasm for learning high, and
students will not be ashamed to express problems or answers to the material they are studying.
Students' self-concepts should be nurtured from an early age so that later they have a strong
character in the learning process and objectives that can be achieved properly. Based on the
discussion above, self-concept is a concept by an individual about himself and a guide for someone
to act. According to Brookfield (1980), independent learning is self-awareness, driven by oneself,
and the ability to learn to achieve goals. This understanding is like Elaine (2007) that independent
learning gives students the freedom to find academic life in their daily lives. Students can make their
own decisions and accept responsibility for all their decisions. Students can also organize and adjust
their actions to achieve the desired goals.

Nurhayati (2018) emphasized that independent learning is the ability to learn based on a
sense of responsibility, confidence, initiative, and self-motivation, with or without the help of others.
Learning independence aims to master definite competencies in knowledge, skills, and attitudes to
solve learning problems. Elaine (2007) also argued that independent learning provides students with
an extraordinary opportunity to sharpen their attention and awareness of their surroundings.
Independent learning allows students to make positive choices about how they will deal with anxiety
and chaos in everyday life. This pattern allows students to act on their own initiative to shape the
environment.

Creativity is basically the ability to be creative by creating or combining something old into
something new (Munandar, 2016). The implementation of one's creativity is not the same. It
depends on the extent to which the person is willing and can manifest his creativity in creation or
work. In this case, an educator must be able to optimize his creativity, especially in an innovative
form of learning. It means besides being an educator, an educator must also be a creator.

According to Nealimun and Ariani (2013), creativity is the process of understanding the gaps
or obstacles in life, formulating new hypotheses, communicating the results, and modifying and
testing the hypotheses that have been formulated as much as possible. To be able to do all that, it is
necessary to have encouragement from the environment which is based on the existence of creative
potential from within. Thus, environmental factors and internal potential factors support each other
so that creativity can develop in a person. Therefore, creativity is not merely a creative talent or
creative ability that is innate but is the result of an interactive relationship between creative potential
and experience from the environment.
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Methodology

This research was quantitative with an ex-post facto design. The results of this research
described and analyzed the contributions between self-concept, independence, and creativity to
literacy competence. The data analysis produced the truth of whether the variables of self-concept,
independence, and creativity make a significant contribution to students' literacy competence.

The population of this research was all fourth-grade elementary school students in Gugus
IV, Abiansemal District, Badung Regency, in the academic year 2022/2023, which consisted of 6
classes from 6 schools. The number of students was 131 people. Due to the large population size,
the sample size was determined using the Morgan table. Based on the Morgan table, if the
population is 131 students, the minimum sample to conduct the research is 97 students. Therefore,
this study used 97 students as the research sample. In collecting the data, this research used a
questionnaire and a test. The instruments used in this research were self-concept questionnaires,
independence questionnaires, creativity tests, and student literacy competency tests. After the data
was collected, the data analysis stage of the research results was carried out. In conducting data
analysis for this research, three stages were passed, such as the data description stage, analysis
requirements testing stage, and hypothesis testing stage. Data analysis in this research used computer
assistance through the IBM SPSS Statistics 25 program.

Results and Discussions

The contribution of self-concept to the reading literacy of the fourth grade
elementary school students

Based on the first hypothesis testing, there is a significant contribution of self-concept to the
literacy competence of fourth-grade elementary school students in Gugus IV, Abiansemal District,
Badung Regency. The findings in this research are strengthened by the results of Juniarti et al
(2020), that found there is a positive and significant relationship between self-concept and the
competence of mathematical knowledge of fifth-grade elementary school students in Gugus I
Baturitd District for the 2018/2019 academic year with a correlation coefficient of 0.502 and a
coefficient of determination of 25.2%. The effective contribution of the self-concept variable to the
competence of students’ mathematical knowledge is 23.8%. Furthermore, Agustini (2020) showed
that self-concept has a significant influence on mathematical knowledge competence with a
contribution of 58.40%. Fatimah (2012) added that self-concept is a person’s belief, judgment, or
view of himself. The assessment can be seen from both physical and psychological aspects. This
opinion is also supported by Papalia (2007) that argued the self-concept is the whole image of us.
Self-concept is what is believed about us or what is said to be a picture of abilities and traits. Self-
concept is also a cognitive construction or a system of descriptive and evaluative representations
about oneself. Therefore, self-concept is a sense of self that is a descriptive and mental evaluative
picture of one’s abilities and traits.

Students who have a good self-concept in the learning process will have high self-
confidence in the learning process. It surely will make students enthusiastic about learning high, and
students will not be ashamed to express problems or answers to the material they are studying.
Students’ self-concepts should be nurtured from an eatrly age so that students will have a strong

ISSN |2355-3669| E-ISSN |2503-2518 | Volume 10| Number 1|June 2023 | 22
Available online at http://jurnal.radenfatah.ac.id/index.php/edukasi



EDUKASI: JURNAL PENDIDIKAN DAN PENGAJARAN

ISSN |2355-3669| E-ISSN |2503-2518 |
Volume 10| Number 1|June 2023 |

character in the learning process. Strong character in this learning process will certainly make
students explore information from various sources, such as reading sources. It will have a positive
impact on the literacy competencies possessed by students. Based on the explanation above, self-
concept makes a significant contribution to the literacy competence of fourth-grade elementary
school students in Gugus IV, Abiansemal District, Badung Regency.

The contribution of independence to the literacy competence of the fourth grade
elementary school students

Based on the second hypothesis testing, there is a significant contribution of independence
to the literacy competence of fourth-grade elementary school students in Gugus IV, Abiansemal
District, Badung Regency. The findings in this research are supported by Sari and Maksum (2021),
that showed a significant effect of learning independence (X;) on learning achievement (Y) in
mathematics of class VII students of SMP Muhammadiyah Pekajangan with the regression equation
is y=33.487+0.715 while the coefficient of determination is R;2 = 0,333. It shows that the learning
independence variable has a contribution to learning achievement of 33.3%.

Furthermore, Julaeccha and Baist (2019) showed a significantly positive relationship between
independent learning and learning outcomes of 0.400. In addition, the results of research by
Setyowati (2020) found out whether learning independence could optimize learning achievement in
terms of student learning outcomes and concluded that optimizing learning outcomes could be done
by increasing student learning independence, especially in multimedia majors. It indicates that
increasing student learning independence can improve student learning outcomes.

According to Brookfield (1986), independent learning is self-awareness, self-driven, and the
ability to learn to achieve its goals. It is in line with the understanding by Elaine (2007), who argued
independent learning gives freedom to students to find academic life in their daily lives. Students can
make their own decisions and accept responsibility for all their decisions. Students can also organize
and adjust their actions to achieve the desired goals.

Learning independence is one of the competencies that students must have, especially in the
current pandemic era. Students with high learning independence, of course, will have the initiative to
learn even without instructions from either the teacher or other people. In addition, students will
believe and have confidence in their abilities, so students will try to master the learning concepts to
the fullest.

Independent learning can help students develop cognitive abilities. It is because students are
used to facing assignments and finding their solutions by digging into various existing learning
resources and holding discussions with peers when experiencing difficulties. Students who can
explore knowledge from various learning sources will have good literacy competence. Therefore,
independent learning makes a significant contribution to students' literacy competence.

The contribution of creativity to the literacy competence of the fourth grade
elementary school students

Based on the third hypothesis testing, there is a significant contribution of creativity to the
literacy competence of fourth-grade elementary school students in Gugus IV, Abiansemal District,
Badung Regency. The findings in this research are supported by Sari and Maksum (2021), that
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showed a positive and significant relationship between creativity and IPL learning outcomes for class
XI students of the Electrical Installation Engineering Skills Competency at SMKN 1 Tilatang
Kamang. It means that the higher the creativity, the higher the IPL learning outcomes of students.
Furthermore, Igbal et al. (2021) showed a significant relationship between creativity in online
learning and grades of class X students' ability to draw mechanics of SMK Negeri 5 Padang.
Munandar (2016) stated that creativity is the result of interaction between individuals and their
environment. A person influences and influenced by the environment in which he stays. Thus, both
changes within the individual and the environment can support or inhibit creative power. The
implication is that creative abilities can be enhanced through education.

The success of a learning process is influenced by student creativity. Creativity is the ability
to be creative by creating or combining something old with something new (Munandar, 20106). The
implementation of student creativity is not the same. It depends on the extent to which the student
is willing and can turn his creativity into creation or work. In this case, an educator must be able to
optimize his creativity, especially in an innovative form of learning. It means that besides being an
educator, a teacher must also be a creator.

Students who are creative in the learning process, of course, will be able to solve and find
solutions to problems given by the teacher from various points of view. In addition, students will try
to find beneficial information to support their learning process. Searching for this information will
be able to hone students' literacy competencies. Therefore, there is a significant contribution of
students' creativity to students' literacy competence.

Contribution of self-concept, learning independence, and creativity simultaneously
to the literacy competence of the fourth grade elementary school students

Based on the fourth hypothesis testing, there is a significant contribution of self-concept,
learning independence, and creativity simultaneously to the literacy competence of fourth-grade
elementary school students in Gugus IV Abiansemal District, Badung Regency. The results of this
research are supported by Mahuda et al. (2021), where the contribution of self-concept and
mathematical anxiety in influencing students' mathematical literacy skills is 70.3%, and the remaining
29.7% is influenced by other variables not included in this research.

Furthermore, Setyowati (2020) showed that optimizing learning outcomes can be done by
increasing student learning independence, especially in multimedia majors. It indicates that
increasing student learning independence can improve student learning outcomes. Likewise, Widodo
(2021) showed that there is a significant influence between learning creativity on the ability to read
the English biography of Gautama Buddha. The contribution of learning creativity to reading ability
is 59.5%.

One of the competencies that must be possessed by students in the world of education is
reading literacy competence. Reading literacy competence is a person's ability to process and
understand information when carrying out the reading process. Reading activities should be instilled
in students from an early age so that students' reading culture can be honed propetly so that they
will be able to develop critical thinking skills and strengthen students' personalities.

The school literacy movement is an effort to create literate learning organizations and foster
character for school members through various activities, including reading non-learning books for
15 minutes (Ekowati et al., 2019; Suswandari, 2018). Reading is not just voicing written symbols
without questioning whether the memorized words or sentences are understood or not, but more
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than that. This activity can indeed be called reading, but it is still classified as a beginning reading
type by elementary school students in the beginning class.

Efforts to develop students' literacy competencies, especially in reading activities, are surely
influenced by various factors. The factors studied in this research that contributed significantly to
reading literacy competence were students' self-concept, independence, and creativity. It indicates
that the better the student's self-concept, independence, and creativity, the better their reading
literacy competence will be. Therefore, in developing students' literacy competence, teachers should
be concerned about these three factors in the learning process.

Conclusions

The conclusions of the research are: 1) there is a significant contribution of self-concept to
the literacy competence of fourth-grade elementary school students in Gugus IV, Abiansemal
District, Badung Regency, 2) there is a significant contribution of independence to the literacy
competence of fourth-grade elementary school students, 3) there is a significant contribution of
creativity to the literacy competence of fourth-grade elementary school students, 4) there is a
significant contribution of self-concept, independence, and creativity simultaneously to the literacy
competence of fourth-grade elementary school students.

Based on the research that has been done, several suggestions are: 1) teachers are suggested
to improve students' self-concept, independence, and learning creativity so students' reading literacy
competencies can be optimized, 2) Schools are suggested to provide facilities and infrastructure that
can support the improvement of students' reading literacy, 3) Other researchers are suggested to
develop this research, so the problems that occur in increasing students' reading literacy can be
minimized.
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