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ABSTRACT 

This research is entitled “The Use of Consonant Elision by Sri Mulyani During Her 

Interview Session with The Banker”. The objects of this research are the consonant elisions 

that are produced by Sri Mulyani when she was interviewed by The Banker. The objectives 

of this research are to describe and analyze the frequency of consonant elision used by Sri 

Mulyani and to find out the phonemes that are often being elision-ed by Sri Mulyani in her 

interview with The Banker. The analysis of this research was done by using descriptive 

qualitative analysis method. This study uses Carr’s (2008), Giegerich’s (1992), and 

Roach’s (2001) theories about phonological rules and elision. This study shows that during 

her interview, Sri Mulyani uses consonant elision for 26 times and she tends to do the 

omission to the phoneme /t/ (19 times), /d/ (5 times), /r/ (1 times), and /s/ (1 times). 

 

Keywords: Consonant Elision, Elision, Phonology, Phonological Rules, Sri  

      Mulyani 

 

A. INTRODUCTION 

In English pronunciation, there are various ways of pronunciation for each individual. This 

phenomenon occurs because of numerous factors, such as areas of origin, cultural 

influences, and social environment. English pronunciation involves the production of each 

sound and pronunciation of words, phrases, and sentences with correct spelling, emphasis 

and/or intonation. In addition, there is a way to read the word correctly called 'phonetic 

transcription', which is defined as a kind of alphabetic writing in which each letter 

represents a sound (Fromkin, Rodman, & Hyams, 2003). The purpose of phonetic 

transcriptions is to provide clear and unambiguous information to language learners, such 

as which sounds should be used on a word or phrase, and in what order to use the sound.  

 

The branch of linguistics which studies the sound system of languages is called phonology.  

The pronunciation of speech sound in English is governed by certain rules, and the rule is 

called the phonological rules. This statement was approved by Fromkin, Rodman, and 

Hyams (2003) because, in their book, they state that "phonological rules relate to phonemic 

representations and phonetic representations of the speaker’s knowledge of the language." 

With the existence of these phonological rules, we cannot pronounce any speech sounds 

carelessly, especially in pronouncing speech sounds in English. There are several 

phonological rules that we need to obey in pronouncing English speech sound, such as the 

use of pressure, intonation, and so forth. The aim of studying the rules of phonology is to 

give a phonetic information or guideline on how to pronounce a word in a correct way, so 
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the meaning that conveyed from the spoken word can be conveyed correctly. Although the 

specific rules of phonology differ from language to language, the kind of rules, what they 

do, and the natural classes they refer to are the same cross-linguistically (Fromkin, 

Rodman, & Hyams, 2003).  

 

B. LITERATURE REVIEW 

1. Elision  

In English pronunciation, sometimes a speaker simplifies the pronunciation of some words. 

According to Carr (2008), this process of simplification is counted as a part of the 

phonological rules. In his book, Carr mentions that simplification consists of various types, 

those are reduction, lenition, assimilation, and elision. Sometimes, the simplification 

occurs in order to ease the native speakers in expressing their feelings. It is common for 

them to speak English in high speed along with their emotions, and as the result, they make 

a ‘shortcut’ to ease their pronunciation. Sometimes, the native speakers of English make a 

complete disappearance of one or more sounds in a word or phrase as an attempt to make 

a word or phrase easier to pronounce, and that phenomenon is called elision (Crystal, 

2008). According to Giegerich (1992) in Febriyanti (2015), one of the most common 

elisions in English is the omission of phoneme /t/ and /d/.  

 

Although the use of elision is often used by native speakers, in fact, native speakers are not 

the only person who use elision in uttering some words in English. Many non-native 

speakers often use elision when they are speaking in English, including Indonesians. One 

example of the native speakers of Indonesian who use elision while speaking in English is 

the Minister of Finance of the Republic of Indonesia, Sri Mulyani. Sri Mulyani is one of 

the prominent figures in Indonesia, so it is not surprising that Sri Mulyani is often required 

to speak English. 

 

Sri Mulyani's speaking style in English caught the attention of the researcher, especially 

when the researcher watched her being interviewed about the tax amnesty in Indonesia by 

The Banker, a British financial media, for approximately nine minutes. In the interview, 

the researcher saw that Sri Mulyani had her own pattern when she tried to speak English 

and she used a lot of elisions, particularly consonant elision when she was pronouncing 

certain words. The researcher saw that the use of elision by Sri Mulyani while being 

interviewed by The Banker is interesting to be examined in this research. 

 

Based on the explanation above, the researcher is interested to find out how often Sri 

Mulyani used elision while being interviewed and to find out the phonemes that are often 

being elision-ed by Sri Mulyani in her interview with The Banker. 

 

2. Types of Simplification 

As the researcher mentioned in the explanation above that in English pronunciation, 

sometimes, a speaker simplifies the pronunciation of some words. The simplification 

occurs in order to ease the native speakers in expressing their feelings. It is common for 

them to speak English in high speed along with their emotions, and as the result, they make 

a ‘shortcut’ to get the ease of their pronunciation. According to Carr (2008), this process 

of simplification is counted as a part of the phonological rules. In his book, Carr mentions 

that simplification consists of various types, those are reduction, lenition, assimilation, and 

elision. Elision is going to be the focus of this research. 
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Crystal (2008) defines that elision is a complete disappearance of one or more sounds in a 

word or phrase as an attempt to make a word or phrase easier to pronounce. The process of 

elision occurs when speakers leave or delete a phoneme out of pronunciation as an attempt 

to fasten and get rid of difficulties in speech. Elision happens with both consonants and 

vowels. Carr (2008) states that where the cluster of consonants arise through the 

combination of words into phrases, they are frequently reduced in this way. For example, 

the phrase crisp bowl is often pronounced as [khrɪsboʊl], with the final stop in crisp elided. 

Carr also states that vowel elision may result in the loss of an entire syllable as in university 

when it is pronounced as [juː.nɪˈvɜː.sti]. 

 

According to Giegerich (1992) cited in Febriyanti (2015), elision often happens before 

sonorant consonants which give the consonants an opportunity to be syllabic so that they 

will occupy the peak of the syllable. The process is called vowel elision, for examples are 

button /bʌtən/ or /bʌtn/ and little /lɪtəl/ or /lɪtl/. Giegerich also explains that the most 

common elision in English words is the omission of sounds /t/ and /d/ at the word boundary: 

they are positioned at end of a word before going to the next word. For example, the elision 

of phoneme /t/ in the word postman is missing, so its pronunciation from [poʊstmən] 

changed to [poʊsmən] because of the speed of the speaker’s speech. In the case of phoneme 

/t/, the preceding consonant must be voiceless; in the case of /d/, the preceding consonant 

must be voiced. In both cases, elision happens with any following consonant, except /h/ 

and sometimes /j/, e.g. Christmas becomes [’krɪsməs], listen becomes [lɪsən], left foot 

becomes [lefʊ:t], but it doesn’t happen in left hand [left hænd], left you [lefʧʊ], and old 

man [oʊld mæn]. Roach (2001) agreed with that explanation: Roach states the first type of 

elision that can be found in connected speech involves a loss of weak vowels after /p/, /t/, 

/k/. Roach pointed out that the vowel in the first syllable may be omitted. That is, the 

aspiration of the initial plosive may take up the whole of the middle portion of the syllable 

as in “potato”, “tomato”, “canary” “perhaps” and “today” 

 

C. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

The method used in this research is descriptive qualitative analysis method. The descriptive 

qualitative analysis method is a research method that produces descriptive data in the form 

of written words or oral things that can be observed (Bogdan and Taylor, 1975). Qualitative 

descriptive analysis research relates to ideas, perceptions, opinions, and all of them cannot 

be measured by numbers. This qualitative descriptive study aims to obtain information 

about existing circumstances (Mardalis, 1999) and is designed to collect information about 

current ongoing realities (Cevilla, 1993).   

 

In doing this study, the researcher transcribes the audio via video obtained from Youtube. 

The video that is chosen by the researcher is an interview video between Sri Mulyani and 

The Banker entitled View from IMF: Interview with Sri Mulyani Indrawati, Finance 

Minister, Indonesia. To perform the audio transcription, the researcher listened to the 

speech sounds produced by Sri Mulyani carefully, then the researcher marked the 

pronunciation of any elision-ed words that are produced by Sri Mulyani. After that, the 

pronunciation of some words spoken by Sri Mulyani compared with the General American 

English (GA) pronunciation. 
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D. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

The process of elision involves the omission of a phoneme in its pronunciation. The 

researcher found several cases which belong to elision in Sri Mulyani’s utterance during 

her interview, and most of them the elision of phoneme /t/ and /d/. In Sri Mulyani's 

interview with The Banker, which lasted approximately for 9 minutes, the researcher found 

out that Sri Mulyani used elision 26 times. More detailed information can be seen in the 

table below. 

 

Table 1. 

The frequency of elision uttered by Sri Mulyani  

during her interview with The Banker 

Frequency of 

the Elision of 

Phoneme /t/  

Frequency 

of the 

Elision of 

Phoneme 

/d/ 

Frequency 

of the 

Elision of 

Phoneme /r/ 

Frequency 

of the 

Elision of 

Phoneme 

/s/ 

19 5 1 1 

TOTAL 26 

 

From the table above, we can see that the phoneme that is often omitted by Sri Mulyani is 

phoneme /t/, followed by phoneme /d/, /r/, and /s/. Here is the list of pronunciation 

realizations by Sri Mulyani that are being elision-ed, compared with General American 

English Pronunciation (GA). 

 

Table 2.  

List of pronunciation realizations by Sri Mulyani that are being elision-ed  

No Word GA English 

Pronunciation 

Realization by 

Sri Mulyani 

1. Months /mʌnθs/ [mʌns] 

2. Month / mʌnθ/ [mʌn] 

3. Went /went/ [wen] 

4. Export /ek.spɔːrt/ [ekspɔr] 

5. Import /ɪm.pɔːrt/ [ɪmpor] 

6. Left /left/ [lef] 

7. Lengthen /leŋ.θən/ [leŋhən] 

8. Project /prɑː.dʒekt/ [prɑː.dʒek] 

9. Affect /əˈfekt/ [əˈfek] 

10. Past /pæst/ [pæs] 

11. Percent /pəˈsent/ [pəˈsen] 

12. Wealth /welθ/ [welh] 

13. Robust /roʊˈbʌst/ [roʊˈbʌs] 

14. Government /ɡʌv.ɚn.mənt/ [ɡʌvən.mən] 

15. Department /dɪˈpɑːrt.mənt/ [dɪpɑːrmən] 

16. Important /ɪmˈpɔːr.tənt/ [ɪmpɔrtən] 

17. Conduct /kənˈdʌkt/ [kənˈdʌk] 

18. Want /wɑːnt/ [won] 
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19. Trust /trʌst/ [trʌs] 

20. Behind /bɪˈhaɪnd/ [bɪˈhaɪn] 

21. Land /lænd/ [læn] 

22. Spending /spen.dɪŋ/ [spenɪŋ] 

23. Abandoned /əˈbæn.dənd/ [əˈbæn.dən] 

24. Second /sek.ənd/ [sek.ən] 

25. Course /kɔːrs/ [kɔs] 

26. Maintenance /meɪn.tən.əns/ [meɪn.tən.ən] 

 

From the table above, the researcher sees the phonological pattern that is used by Sri 

Mulyani when she is talking. According to the table, we can see that mostly, the omission 

of the phoneme /t/ and /d/ was done by Sri Mulyani when she had to utter the sonorant 

consonantal sounds such as the liquid sounds (l, r) and nasal sounds (n, m, ŋ) that appear 

before the phoneme /t/ and /d/. The phenomena indicate that plosive alveolar sounds such 

as /t/ and /d/ is quite difficult to pronounce when those sounds are placed after the liquid 

sounds or after the nasal sound.  Therefore, the elision occurs as the way of Sri Mulyani in 

maintaining the speed of her speech in order to make the pronunciation easier.  

 

E. CONCLUSION 

Based on the explanations above, the researcher can conclude that in Sri Mulyani's interview 

with The Banker, which lasted approximately for 9 minutes, Sri Mulyani used elision for 26 

times and most of them are the elision of phoneme /t/ (19 times) and /d/ (5 times). Mostly, 

the omission of the phoneme /t/ and /d/ was done by Sri Mulyani when she had to utter the 

sonorant consonantal sounds such as the liquid sounds (l, r) and nasal sounds (n, m, ŋ) that 

appear before the phoneme /t/ and /d/. That phenomena show that plosive alveolar sounds 

such as /t/ and /d/ is quite difficult to pronounce when those sounds are placed after the 

liquid sounds or after the nasal sound.  Therefore, the elision occurs as the way of Sri 

Mulyani in maintaining the speed of her speech in order to make the pronunciation easier. 
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