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This is a commentary to the article “The framing of environmental
citizenship and youth participation in the Fridays for Future Movement in
Finland” by Janette Huttunen and Eerika Albrecht. In the piece | reflect on
the analysis and results of this interesting research, focusing in particular
on adult’s depoliticization of children's protest and the potential collective
social and political impact of the Fridays for Future movement for youth.

Keywords: children, climate protest, adult, Fridays for Future

Arita Holmberg (https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0389-6095), Swedish Defence
University, Department for Security, Strategy and Leadership, Box 27805,
115 93 Stockholm, Sweden. E-mail: arita.holmberg@fhs.se

The article “The framing of environmental citizenship and youth participation in the Fridays for
Future Movement in Finland” by Huttunen and Albrecht (2021) constitutes an important and timely
contribution to the growing amount of literature that address the global youth social movement
concerned with the climate crisis. Their analysis of the framing of children’s and youth protests
through the lens of environmental citizenship raises a number of points that should be further
addressed in future research. The depoliticization by adults of children’s political engagement,
revealed by the analysis provided by Huttunen and Albrecht, is one important matter for
understanding the development of environmental citizenship. Connected to this issue is the broader
question of resistance towards environmental awareness and the sustainability efforts that is
spurred by the climate crisis entering the political agenda. Much more critical research needs to
be directed at scrutinizing this resistance. Important efforts have already been made by Hultman
and others (see for instance Hultman 2017), but Huttunen and Albrecht (2021) research brings an
additional dimension to previous work.

In connection to the first point mentioned above - on the depoliticization of children’s protest, it
is interesting to reflect on the fact that it has been an active strategy of many western countries to
educate children on sustainability (Corner et al. 2015; Barthe et al. 2018; Olsson 2018). This has been
conducted in much the same fashion as development aid for decades, targeting children and the
young generation with certain information and ideals in order to achieve long term change and
make children educate their families. The result is very much what we have been observing with the
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youth protests in recent years - educated children advocating for social and political change
(Holmberg & Alvinius 2020). It is a prolongation of the strategy to award children knowledge in this
area. However, the implications for the social and political dynamic in families, societies and political
arenas are under researched. This is where Huttunen and Albrecht results become so very interesting,
and allow us to scrutinize the marginalized role that children and youth are awarded in relation to
the most important issue of our time. As the authors note, “...young people are not only passively
learning to become environmental citizens; they are also shaping environmental citizenship through
their own activity.” (Huttunen & Albrecht 2021, 55).

Given the inherent paradox between the strategy to educate children, and the social notion of
childhood (limiting their agency) that characterizes western democracies (Garlen 2019), it is not
surprising that we note a reluctance towards accepting children’s protest and political engagement.
However, what is problematic is that also the supportive adult voices may contribute to depoliticizing
children’s activism. This testifies to the enormous difficulties associated with the questioning of the
social order and with trying to think differently about the politics needed in the Anthropocene (Dryzek
& Pickering 2019). Given the challenges of accepting and allowing children to speak (and to listen when
they speak), the extent of the difficulties associated with incorporating the perspectives of nature and
non-human animals becomes apparent (Carter & Charles 2018; Fox & Alldred 2020). This is a major
future challenge in face of the climate crisis, environmental citizenship and life in the Anthropocene.

The article also inspires thought on the collective, social and emotional dimension of environmental
citizenship. Huttunen and Albrecht (2021, 56) write “Despite the FFF movement being a youth-centred
movement - by the young, for the young - an adult voice is dominant in the discussions surrounding
the movement. For the young participants in the FFF movement, this experience has shaped their
identity, their emergence as active citizens and their perceptions of active citizenship.” Previous
research has addressed the social and emotional impact of children’s awareness of the climate crisis
(Green 2017; compare also Norgaard & Reed 2017). The impact of the Fridays for Future movement
may well add a collective dimension to this experience. In this context, it becomes relevant to talk
about children as a climate precariat, suffering from shared vulnerabilities in relation to their security,
perceptions of temporality and identity (Holmberg & Alvinius 2021). It is likely that we have only
caught a first glimpse of the collective social and political force of children’s and youth engagement
in relation to the climate crisis.
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