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ABSTRACT

Introduction: COVID-19 has become a crisis in Sri Lanka, where prevention is the priority. A lack of knowledge about
the virus, however, has resulted in some Sri Lankans not complying with health regulations established to control
the spread of COVID-19. Newspaper cartoons are an effective means of communicating important social concerns
and have been used at length to do so during the pandemic. Method: An exploratory content analysis of newspaper
cartoons was conducted between March 15th and April 15th of 2020 at the beginning of the COVID-19 outbreak in
Sri Lanka. A sample of 87 cartoons from eight daily online newspapers were included and were selected using the
following keywords: “corona,” “COVID-19,” or “Sri Lanka.” Thematic analysis was used to identify the different
perspectives of the cartoons. Results: Thirteen common themes were identified, ranging from identifying COVID-19
as a pandemic, to outlining pandemic-related changes in socio-cultural practices, and categorizing the economic and
political impact of the pandemic. Conclusion: Newspaper cartoons were used to convey health messaging to the
public during the COVID-19 outbreak in Sri Lanka in ways that were easily recognizable and relatable. They can be
used as an effective mode of disseminating information during a crisis.
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INTRODUCTION
consisting of representations of verbal expressions as

The media has enormous potential to influence
health-related behaviours and perceptions and plays
a crucial role in how the public responds to viral
outbreaks around the world (Leask, 2016; Wakefield,
Loken, & Hornik, 2010). It can be very effective at
informing, motivating, and empowering the public
through print, television, radio and the internet
(Leask, 2016; Leask, Hooker, & King, 2010; Maryon-
Davis, 2012; Nghiem, Leung, Cleghorn, Blakely, &
Wilson, 2019). As one of the oldest forms of mass
media, cartoons show human communication based
on the cartoonist’s “conceptualisation of subjectivity”
(Kwon, 2019, pl2). Cartoons are
multimodal,
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well as non-verbal pictorial, mostly satirical images to
deliver a specific message (Kawakib, Muhammad, &
Fathi, 2016; Kwon, 2019). A cartoon is a simple
communication method that can increase the
attention of people relative to text or other visual
clues (Kirkpatrick et al., 2019).

The use of cartoons in disseminating information
has been shown to be more effective than text alone
(Green & Myers, 2010; Houts, Doak, Doak, & Loscalzo,
2006). Cartoons can be categorised into three non-
verbal types: visual puns (PUN), semantic cartoons
(SEM) and theory of mind cartoons (TOM) (Andrea,
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2012). Visual puns are drawings without any text.
They are based on visual resemblance, and do not
require the viewer to empathize in order to
understand the cartoon (Tschacher, Genner, Bryjova,
Schaller, & Samson, 2015) (Figure 1). In semantic
cartoons (SEM), the punch line is based on semantic
relations between two scripts or meanings.
Empathising or systemising is needed to understand
the meaning (Perchtold-Stefan et al., 2020) (Figure 2).
In Figure 2, the reader can understand how medical
staff carry/handle the world during this pandemic. In
order to achieve this understanding, the reader needs
to critically analyse the cartoon.

In Theory of Mind cartoons (TOM), an appropriate
mental state will be attributed to one or more
characters (Gallagher et al., 2000) (Figure 3). Visual
Puns (PUN) do not require mentalizing or empathizing
abilities to be understood. Semantic cartoons (SEM)
are based on semantic relationships and can be
understood by either empathizing or systemizing.
Theory of Mind (TOM) cartoons are processed
differently from other two types of cartoons.
Interpretive abilities are required to process TOM
cartoons. In Figure 3, the reader can assume that the
symbol representing COVID -19 as a racer is moving
too fast for the 2020 Olympics to be held safely.

In the early 19th century, political cartoons
emerged as an important visual communication
method. A drawn picture or cartoon was used to
summarise or comment on the important social
events in newspapers in the pre-photographic period
(wiid, Pitt, & Mills, 2012). Cartoons have been used
to present various perspectives on political scandals,
sexual rumourmongering, conflicts, victories, defeats,
disasters, and economic turmoil (Wiid et al., 2012).
They can reflect both what is happening in
contemporary society and what people are thinking
about it (Nwabueze C, Igboeli C, & U., 2017; Wiid et
al., 2012).

Since the World Health Organisation (WHO)
declared the COVID-19 outbreak as a “Public Health
Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC)” (Zhang
et al., 2020), the virus has spread exponentially in
both developed and developing countries. Sri Lanka,
a developingisland country in South Asia, has been hit
hard by COVID-19, and the toll continues to grow. Sri
Lanka has taken public health measures necessary to
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control the spread of the disease, based on WHO
guidelines, with adaptive strategies that encourage
community resilience, social connection, protecting
incomes and maintaining a secure food supply. In Sri
Lanka, COVID-19 was documented and publicized in
mass media and social networks, and the messaging
was largely built on images. Cartoons, in particular,
are an effective and insightful means to explore the
unfolding of the COVID-19 crisis in Sri Lanka.
Therefore, this paper aims to explore the different
viewpoints expressed in cartoons that delineate the
COVID-19 pandemic, including its health, social,
economic and political impacts that relate to public
health in Sri Lanka.

METHODS
Study Design

An exploratory content analysis of newspaper
cartoons concerning the COVID-19 outbreak was
conducted.

Selection of Cartoons

Cartoons were selected from the daily newspapers
published online in Sri Lanka. Seven newspapers,
representing Sinhala (Lankadeepa, Ada, Mawbima),
Tamil (Virakesari) and English (Island, Ceylon Today
and Daily Mirror) languages were selected. In the
selection of cartoons, the terms “corona”, “COVID-
19”, or “Sri Lanka” were used. All cartoons published
between March 15th and April 15th, 2020, that met
the above key terms were extracted by the first
author (DD). After removing the duplications, the
cartoons were screened by two authors (DD and SM)
based on the key terms. Agreement between two
authors was assessed based on Cohen’s Kappa value.

Data Extraction

An Excel data sheet was developed for data
extraction and included the name of the newspapers,
date, type of cartoons, symbolism, and pertinent
information depicted.

Data Analysis

The SHOWeD framework originally used for image
analysis was adapted to analyse the information
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depicted in the -cartoons (Novak, 2010). This
framework consists of five questions: (1) what do you
see here? (2) what is really happening here? (3) how
does this relate to our lives? (4) why does this
problem or strength exist? and (5) what can we do
about this? (Gant et al., 2009; Novak, 2010; Wang,
Burris, & Ping, 1996). As a pilot analysis, based on this
five-step framework, ten cartoons were analysed by
all authors. The supplementary electronic material
item 1 shows the detail of the process. Problems and
differences in interpretation were discussed to
achieve consensus. We then engaged in the following
process for analysing the rest of the cartoons. The
first author (DD) identified basic thematic ideas for all
the cartoons, and the other two authors (SD and NS)
equally divided the full set of cartoons, and
individually analysed their half. Discrepancies were
discussed among the members of the research team,
and consensus was achieved. Refinement of the final
themes was done by two authors (DD and SR).

RESULTS

Based on the keywords considered, 96 cartoons out
of 127 were selected. Initial Cohen’s Kappa showed
98.7%, indicating perfect agreement (Watson &
Petrie, 2010). Nine of the 96 cartoons were excluded
because they did not contain keywords or symbols
related to COVID-19 and referred to settings other
than Sri Lanka. The final collection included 87
cartoons (Figure 4). Of these, 28.74 % (25) were PUNSs,
36.78 % (32) were SEMs while 34.48 % (30) were
classified as TOM. In theme identification, eight
discrepancies were discussed, and consensus was
achieved.

In total, 51 initial themes (Figure 5) were identified.
Based on the similarities and common patterns, we
combined these into 13 common themes (Table 1).
‘COVID-19 as a global issue’ provided the backdrop to
the focus on the health, social, economic, political,
and environmental impact in the Sri Lankan context.

COVID-19 as a Global Issue

In relation to broad aspects of ‘COVID-19 as a
global issue’, we identified two common subthemes:
(1) the power of a single virus to spread across
international boundaries over a short period of time
and (2) transmission of virus continues despite
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actions to reduce spread. As an example, a key
message related to the nature of the pandemic at the
global level by displaying the symbol of COVID-19
playing soccer with the globe, or toying with the
world.

Health aspects of COVID-19

Three common themes were identified under the
health aspects: (1) prevention is the priority; (2) a lack
of knowledge about the virus leads to breaking health
regulations, and (3) efforts to control virus outbreak
where prevention has failed.

Prevention is the priority

Five subthemes are categorised under this
common theme: (1) social distancing (1m) to prevent
the spread of COVID-19; (2) contravention of health
regulations, including social distancing, leads to
higher mortality; (3) inadequate personal protective
equipment compromises the ability of healthcare
workers to combat the COVID-19 virus outbreak; (4)
consumers are required to use health precautions
when they bring food into the home, and (5) people
are encouraged to stay home to reduce spread of
virus (Figure 5).

A lack of knowledge results in breaking health
regulations

This is a group of four subthemes: (1) the public
should not believe myths about the virus, but should
instead follow good health practices; (2) the Sri-
Lankan army is making a compassionate plea to
curfew violators, in contrast to brutal methods used
by military and police forces in other countries during
the pandemic (3) incidents of breaking curfew are
recorded and (4) nondisclosure of COVID-19
symptoms and contact information during the
medical consultation is a threat to public health.

Efforts to control virus outbreak

Six subthemes were identified under this common
theme: (1) health care workers use all possible
precautions to control the virus, (2) controlling
COVID-19 infection is everyone's responsibility, (3)
continued effort to self-quarantine is necessary; (4)
collective effort to beat the corona virus is required;
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(5) the poor and marginalized are facing added
pressures caused by the virus; and (6) public servants
such as the police are instrumental in ensuring the
transmission of the virus is under control.

Social impacts of COVID-19

Related to the social impact of COVID-19, two
common themes were identified: (1) pandemic-
related changes in socio-cultural practices and (2)
effects of lockdown.

Pandemic-related changes in socio-cultural practices

This theme suggests disruption of major sporting
events and national festivals in Sri Lanka (i.e., Sinhala
and Hindu New Year).

Effects of lockdown

Effects of lockdown as a theme is represented by
two subthemes: (1) the rise in domestic violence and
(2) the closure of stores selling alcohol, resulting in
lifestyle changes.

Economic impact of COVID-19

The economic impact of COVID-19 consists of three
common subthemes: (1) the poor are impacted the
most during the pandemic; (2) the global economy is
crippled by the virus, and (3) the worsening pandemic
has led to a black market for essential goods. The
economic impact of COVID-19 consists of three
common subthemes: (1) the poor are impacted the
most during the pandemic; (2) the global economy is
crippled by the virus, and (3) the worsening pandemic
has led to a black market for essential goods.

Additional themes that have emerged relate to: (1)
poverty and hunger are exacerbated by COVID-19; (2)
different priorities and opportunities emerge for the
rich and the poor during the COVID-19 crisis; (3) an
increasing need to share wealth evenly among the
rich and poor to effectively address the pandemic; (4)
poverty and the high cost of living during the COVID-
19 crisis and (5) the need for the government to lower
fuel prices to relieve pressure on marginalized
individuals.

Political impact of COVID-19
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Three common themes were identified related to
the political impact of the pandemic: (1) apply health
precautions during election activities; (2) seek
strategies to hold the election and (3) other political
involvements.

Health precautions applied during election-related
activities

Two subthemes emerged under this common
theme: (1) preventive measures such as social
distancing during campaigns and (2) the need to
postpone the election to prevent spread of the virus.

Need to seek alternative strategies for election
process

Five subthemes were identified under this
common theme such as (1) election barriers exist
during the pandemic; (2) continued attempts to hold
an election during the pandemic; (3) misinformation
related to COVID -19 eradication is used as a
campaign strategy by some candidates; (4)
candidates use COVID-19 as a political tool to sway
voters and (5) the need to maintain social distancing
during an election.

Additional themes related to politics

Additional distinct themes related to politics are
categorised under this common theme and include:
(1) negative impact of politicians on society during the
COVID-19 outbreak; (2) disunity among political
parties concerning an election during the pandemic;
(3) disproportional priority is placed on healthcare
services (4) health care professionals face difficulties
in controlling the spread of COVID-19 due to political
and media influences; (5) due to the prevailing
situation, the president cannot make a decision on
the election, and (6) farming is encouraged during the
pandemic.

DISCUSSION

Public awareness and social responsibility are
essential to control the virus (Awadasseid, Wu,
Tanaka, & Zhang, 2020). Giiner, Hasanoglu, and Aktas
(2020) highlighted self-quarantine, voluntary
quarantine and mandatory quarantine as important

252
ISSN 2563-9269



@ International Health Trends and Perspectives

COVID-19 prevention and control measures in the
community. In keeping with this, many cartoons
depict social distancing, avoiding crowds, and using
facemasks and other personal protective equipment
as preventive measures.

Yet, a lack of awareness about how to prevent virus
spread has permeated the global community, and
often leads to indifference, which may adversely
affect attempts by the government and health care
workers to keep the virus in check (Roy et al., 2020).
A few cartoons in the current study aptly sum up how
people violate quarantine rules. Information
delivered through consistent messaging has been
identified as capable of changing behaviour, including
changing transmission-related behaviours of the
public (Guest et al., 2020). Without such consistent
messaging, public confusion is inevitable. Another set
of cartoons in the current study addresses the
importance of information sharing; particularly,
disseminating accurate health information to
enhance public awareness.

It is widely acknowledged that to control the
explosive spread of COVID-19, a collaborative effort is
paramount, involving all members of the health care
network, decision-makers, and the public (Sifuentes-
Rodriguez & Palacios-Reyes, 2020). In Sri Lanka,
cartoonists have promoted a message that health
care workers, armed forces, politicians and the
general public must be actively involved in the
process of controlling this pandemic. While everyone
is engaging in prevention activities to some degree, a
lack of personal protective equipment, especially for
health care workers, is one of the most significant
issues identified by the cartoons. Protecting the
health and safety of health care workers is crucial in
controlling the pandemic (Guest et al., 2020).

The public health strategies which have been taken to
prevent the transmission of COVID-19 infection in Sri
Lanka have led to significant changes in the social life
of Sri Lankans. These strategies have affected Sri
Lankans in ways that cannot be accurately measured
in quantitative terms as they affect quality of life. The
travel ban has minimized social contacts but has not
been enough to contain the virus. Several cartoons
capture the cancellation of Sinhalese and Hindu New
Year Festival, one of the most important national
festivals for Sri Lankans. Additionally, various social
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events such as scientific conferences, business
meetings, sports events, fashion shows, and
marriages have been cancelled or postponed due to
the pandemic (Ali & Alharbi, 2020). One cartoon
depicts the anticipated cancellation of the 2020
Olympics in Tokyo due to COVID-19.

Moreover, cartoons depict the mental health impacts
of the lockdown. For instance, domestic violence
against women during this period has increased. The
drastic changes in family structure have led to critical
issues and tensions (Mazza, Marano, Lai, Janiri, &
Sani, 2020). Fears of increasing domestic violence,
which includes physical, emotional, and sexual abuse,
are prominent (M. Nicola et al., 2020). Public health
measures should be taken to identify and minimise
such occurrences.

The economic impact of COVID-19 on the country
has been severe. The restriction in movement,
nationwide curfews, travel bans, and border closures
that were intended to help control the pandemic have
caused tremendous hardship for low-income Sri
Lankans, as depicted by several cartoons. Lockdowns
disrupted the supply chain (Maria Nicola et al., 2020),
resulting in inflated prices. Cartoonists showed that
the financial collapse has led to increased concerns
about shortages of essential food products.
Meanwhile, the Sri Lankan Rupee depreciated against
the US Dollar, significantly impacting the economic
status of the country, as shown in several cartoons
(Wu, 2011).

The political impact of COVID-19 on the country
has been substantial. In the face of an increasing
number of COVID-19 cases, the scheduled general
election was postponed. Several -cartoonists
conceptualised this situation by depicting politicians
working together to diminish the impact of the virus
in the community. However, other cartoons featured
politicians inserting political messages to motivate
the public towards the election. Interestingly, several
cartoons showed requisite health precautions being
practiced by officials in election activities, which
demonstrates a way to combine political messaging
with important reinforcement of critical health care
information as it relates to the pandemic. Maintaining
social distancing, wearing face masks, and other
personal protective equipment are shown in the
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cartoons to be effective in preventing the spread of
infection during the election.

LIMITATIONS

This study has several limitations. The first is size. We
selected 127 newspaper cartoons, which is a small
number of cartoons as compared to the hundreds of
newspaper cartoons produced on COVID-19 in Sri
Lanka. As a result, other studies might draw different
conclusions on the same topic. Another limitation is
that newspaper cartoons might be interpreted
differently by researchers from the cartoonists who
created them.

CONCLUSION

In summary, this study is the first of its kind to explore
newspaper cartoons representing the COVID-19
pandemic across several online newspapers in Sri
Lanka. Cartoons have been used as an important
medium to convey information on COVID-19,
including prevention strategies guided by the WHO,
and the social, economic, political, and environmental
effects of the pandemic on Sri Lanka. Our findings
suggest that newspaper cartoons can be used as an
effective means of disseminating information related
to COVID-19. Public health workers and authorities
can collaborate with popular cartoonists and media to
design cartoons that can provide effective health
messages. Future studies are warranted, with the
collaborative involvement of cartoonists, on how to
use cartoons even more productively.
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Figure 1. Visual Puns
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Figure 2. Semantic
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Figure 3. Theory of Mind
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Figure 4. Study design flow chart

Daily Online newspaper searched (n=07).
Lankadeepa (n=21), Island (n=17), Virakesari (n=06), Ada (n=21),
Mawbima (n=18),, Ceylon Today(n=25), and Daily Mirror (n=19)

Excluded — based on the

Total number of cartoons downloaded and stored (n=127)
keywords, related to other

countries than Sri Lanka (n=31)

l .
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Excluded for duplicates
(n=09)

Cartoons analysed (n=87)
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Figure 5. Examples for themes identified from the newspaper cartoons

Theme: Power of a single virus over the whole world

Cartoon No 01: 8 Ada, 25™ of March 2020

Theme: Coronavirus is engulfing the world in spite of resistance from the people

Cartoon No 02: 29 Island, 31°t of March 2020
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Theme: COVID-19 plays with the world

(D 04:17 AM APR 05 2020

Cartoon No 03: Ceylon Today, 05" of April 2020

Theme: President trying to defeat the COVID-19 giant

Cartoon No 04: Ada, 20t of March 2020
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Theme: The burden of the pandemic lies on the shoulders of the healthcare workers

Cartoon No 05: Ada, 26" of March 2020

Theme: Political instability due to the COVID-19

G00DNESS wn
TRANCEL ALl
s3I B MF{“"‘% . .

AP

Cartoon No 06: Island, 17" of March 2020
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Theme: World Health Organization (WHO) faces challenges due to the COVID-19 related to pressures of the United

States (US)

Cartoon No 07: Daily Mirror, 10*" of April 2020

Theme: COVID-19 creates national instability

Cartoon No 08: Weerakesari, 17 of March 2020
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Theme: Social distancing (1m) to prevent the spread of Covid-19

Cartoon No 09: Ada, 23™ of March 2020

Theme: Breakdown of health regulations, including social distancing leads to higher mortality

2leds ¥2d

Cartoon No 10: Lankadeepa, 04" of April 2020
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Theme: Inadequate personal protective equipment makes it hard for healthcare workers to combat the COVID-19

virus outbreak

Cartoon No 11: Ada, 19t of March 2020

Theme: Consumers must use health precautions when they bring food into the home

Cartoon No 12: Mawbima, 24" of March, 2020
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Theme: People are forced to stay home, if not they face the consequences of COVID-19

Cartoon No 13: Mawbima, 01 April, 2020

Theme: Do not believe myths and follow good health habits

Cartoon No 14: Ada, 18" of March, 2020
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Theme: Compassionate plea by the Sri-Lankan army towards curfew violators, in contrast to brutal methods used

by forces of other countries during the pandemic

Cartoon No 15: Island, 06 of April, 2020

Theme: Incidents of breaking curfew are recorded

Cartoon No 16: Mawbima, 15 of April, 2020

IHTP, 1(2), 249-287,2021 CCBY-NC-ND 4.0 ISSN 2563-9269

268



International Health Trends and Perspectives

Theme: Nondisclosure of COVID- 19 symptoms and contact information during the medical consultation

Cartoon No 17: Ceylon Today, 01% of April, 2020

Theme: Health care workers take every effort to control the virus

ﬁ-a.. o
R b

Cartoon No 18: Ada, 30t of March, 2020
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Theme: Controlling COVID-19 infection is everyone's responsibility

Cartoon No 19: Ada, 10" of April, 2020

Theme: Continued effort of maintaining self quarantine by the whole world in the fight against corona virus

Cartoon No 20: Island, 02" of April, 2020
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Theme: Collective effort to beat the corona virus
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Cartoon No 21: Lankadeepa, 28" of March, 2020

Theme: People who are already dealing with poverty and unemployment are trying to prevent the spread of

CoviD-19

Cartoon No 22: Daily Mirror, 30*" of march, 2020
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Theme: Sri Lankan police play a major role in preventing the public getting infected by COVID- 19

03:48 AM APR 02 2020

Cartoon No 23: Ceylon Today, 02" of March, 2020

Theme: COVID-19 virus disrupts major sports events

Cartoon No 24: Ada, 08thof April, 2020
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Theme: Impact of corona virus pandemic on National Festivals in Sri Lanka (i.e, Sinhala and Hindu New Year)

Cartoon No 25: Island, 07t of April, 2020

Theme: Domestic violence during lockdown

NRUS
c°$o“

Cartoon No 26: Daily Mirror, 04t of April, 2020
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Theme: Closure of wine stores during the pandemic and lifestyle changes during the pandemic

Cartoon No 27: Mawbima, 31% of March, 2020

Theme: Poverty, hunger and COVID-19

At
ARG

Cartoon No 28: Ada, 01° of April, 2020
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Theme: Double standard for rich and the poor during the COVID-19 crisis

Cartoon No 29: Lankadeepa, 02" of April, 2020

Theme: Unless we learn to share the wealth among the rich and poor and we will never be able to beat COVID-19

WE'RE
ALL IN THE
SAME BOAT |

Cartoon No 30: Daily Mirror, 31t March, 2020
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Theme: Poverty and high cost of living during the COVID-19 crisis

Cartoon No 31: Weerakesari, 12t of April, 2020

Theme: Government refuse to lower fuel prices during a pandemic

(B 03:14 A% MaR 72020

Cartoon No 32: Ceylon Today, 17t" of March, 2020
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Theme: Negative impact of COVID-19 on the Sri-Lankan economy (the devaluation of the Sri Lankan rupee against

the US dollar)

(© 07-COPM MAR 25 2020
PG 1221

Cartoon No 33: Ceylon Today, 25 of March, 2020

Theme: Corona virus threatens the poorest.

Cartoon No 34: Lankadeepa, 03" of April, 2020
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Theme: Hardships for consumers during COVID-19 pandemic by black market activity

() 0235 PMAPR 1T 2020

Cartoon No 35: Ceylon Today, 11t of April, 2020

Theme: Poor farmers are cheated by mediators

Fed

Cartoon No 36: Lankadeepa, 01 of April, 2020
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Theme: Preventive measures such as social distance during nominations

(5) 03:53 AM MAR 13 2020

Cartoon No 37: Ceylon Today, 18" of March, 2020

Theme: Election commission tries to postpone the election

Cartoon No 38: Ceylon Today, 11t of April, 2020
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Theme: Barriers to hold the election due to rapid transmission of COVID-19 infection

Cartoon No 39: Ceylon Today, 15 of March, 2020

Theme: Attempts to have an election during the pandemic

\\?
X%
|

Cartoon No 40: Lankadeepa, 19t of March, 2020
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Theme: Cunning politicians woo the people’s vote by showing a COVID -19 eradication placard

Cartoon No 41: Lankadeepa, 24" of March, 2020

Theme: Candidates of all political parties resemble COVID-19 in the eyes of the voter

Cartoon No 42: Weerakesari, 13 of April, 2020
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Theme: People try to maintain social distance while politicians want a 2020 election

Cartoon No 43: Mawbima, 20" of March, 2020

Theme: Negative impact of politicians towards society during the covid-19 outbreak

Cartoon No 44: Lankaadepa, 11 of April, 2020
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Theme: Disunity among political parties on the election during the pandemic

Cartoon No 45: Island, 19t of March, 2020

Theme: Some politicians give less priority for health service

Cartoon No 46: Daily Mirror, 03™ of April, 2020
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Theme: Health care professionals face difficulties in controlling the spread of COVID-19 due to political and media

influences

Nondt Anrosrole

Cartoon No 47: Daily Mirror, 09t of April, 2020

Theme: Due to the prevailing situation, the president cannot make a decision on the election

Cartoon No 48: Weerakesai, 11t of April, 2020
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Theme: Prime Minister promotes farming during the pandemic

Cartoon No 49: Mawbima, 07t of April, 2020

Theme: People face continuous disasters (Last year terrorist attack and this year crisis from COVID outbreak

Cartoon No 50: Island, 09t of April, 2020
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Theme: Environment threats people

Cartoon No 51: Daily Mirror, 27t of March, 2020
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Table 1. Major themes and sub-themes identified from cartoons

Major aspects Common themes

COVID-19 as a global issue

Health aspects of COVID 19

Social impact of COVID 19

Economic impact of COVID 19

Political impact of COVID 19

Environmental impact of COVID-

19

IHTP, 1(2), 249-287,2021 CCBY-NC-ND 4.0

1.

COVID-19 as a pandemic

COVID-19 has become a crisis for Sri Lanka

Prevention is the priority

A lack of knowledge results in breaking health regulations

Efforts to control virus outbreak

Pandemic-related changes to socio-cultural practices

Effects of lockdown

The poor are disproportionately impacted by COVID-19

Bringing the global economy to its knees

Coronavirus is driving the black market for essentials

Apply health precautions in election activities

Seeking strategies to hold the election

Other political involvements

None
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