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English Abstract

This paper looks into the popular discourse of middleclass taste and its social
cultural context in contemporary China. Focusing on the historical specificity of the
use of ‘middleclassness’ in popular Chinese media, it suggests that the concentration
on taste is both an expression of the post-reform social restratification and a
symptom of cultural historical ambiguity, signaling a more general social and
imaginative confusion in people’s perception of their present and past. The essay
studies the figuration of the desire for iconic and tasteful luxury goods and lifestyles
in the work of several urban-based women writers and embarks on a more general
media discussion on taste and class in the context of contemporary Chinese
economic and social change.
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