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ABSTRACT 

This study aims at identifying the pronouns used in journal articles in terms of 
numbers and familiarity. The data taken from three different journals from three 
various fields, i.e., Education, Medics and Engineering. It consists of  21 articles 
taken from the current issue 2018, where this study started. It is selected 
conveniently due to its unique and fame as a discipline and reputable sources. In 
collecting the data, the researcher accessed the journals published by science 
direct (Q1 Scopus indexed). The analysis showed that the writer in these three 
international journals commonly used several pronouns interchangeably. 
However, some articles in journal from Medical and Engineering consistently 
used only one chosen pronoun, which was recorded found at different sections in 
the journal article. The data then coded and transcribed to ease the analysis in this 
researcher. As a result of the study, it was found out that the data showed 19 kinds 
of pronouns in total were used in these three different fields. These results showed 
us that the pronoun usage in a scientific article from these three various fields 
varies with options of different pronouns.  The pronoun seems used to help the 
impact of imposition and showing politeness or quality of the articles.  
 
 
 

1.  Introduction 

Publications of research articles in international 

journals currently become an emerging issue in 

Indonesia. Under a new regulation from the General 

Directorate of Higher Education of Indonesia's 

Ministry of National Education, publishing in scientific 

journals is required as a prerequisite for undergraduate 

and doctoral qualification. Writing and getting 

acquainted with a scientific article is therefore essential 

for students today. 

Moreover, sometimes when authors write articles, 

the authors include their style and prior knowledge that 

affect how someone or something (Pronoun) is 

mentioned in their article. The important thing for the 

correct use of pronouns in journal articles selected by 

the authors is that the readers can view the style and 

position of the authors. A pronoun is important in 

scientific articles in the sentence that develops or 

points an object directly into the sentence. Pronoun can 

refresh objects and subjects. In addition, the use of 

pronouns can improve our paper, as we can manage 

someone or something directly in study pronouns and 

can avoid something repeatedly. However, Wallwork, 

A. (2016). (2016). In his article, mentioned researchers 

from different disciplines write and sometimes follow 

a different structure in different ways. For example, 

there are significant differences in the form of the 

writing and construction of a medical, mathematical 

and sociological document. 

Therefore, this study finds that a pronoun in this 

selected reputable journal can help to expand custom 

and style knowledge by using the correct pronoun that 

can be applied later. Also, how the researcher 

strategically utilizes pronoun knowledge to mention 

specific objects in their articles seems to have a 

different communicative purpose. Myers (1989) also 

mentions, in his phenomenon article " The pragmatics 

of politeness in scientific articles," the pronoun can 

represent the writers' intent to avoid misunderstandings, 

or display unity and respect for readers or peers in their 

article. In line with its review, each author has its own 

style, and each journal has its practice. (Hamuddin, 

2012). In addition, understanding the method and 

structure as well as the style or tradition of a good paper 

increases the probability of a positive publication of the 

manuscript submitted. It means that the writers will 

know not only the topic but also the way the article is 

written means that the selection of a pronoun is 

essential for the quality of writing.  
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Therefore, this paper interested to analyze the used 

of pronouns in selected scientific articles, especially. 

The pronoun will be observed regarding the use of the 

chosen pronoun from a prominent journal in 3 different 

areas, i.e., Education, Medics and Engineering. 

Focusing on the use of the pronoun in each article 

journal and explore the use of pronoun employ by the 

authors in their article of the journal in current issue in 

these different areas, i.e., Education, Medical and 

Engineering. Based on the introduction above, the 

research questions focus on revealing the types of 

pronoun most widely used in selected foreign journal 

articles and finding out the authors consistently using 

or swiftly using the same pronoun throughout their 

article? 

1.1  International Journal Articles  

The international journal is an article that is written 

by an expert and published throughout the year. This is 

evolved from time to time include such as letters, short 

communications, review articles, research articles, 

case reports, editorials, and many supplementary 

articles. Zeinali et al. (2018) "Journal studies are 

classified into four general categories, including 

original papers, review articles, technical notes/notes 

and letters to editors." this is the way to open access for 

exploration scientific research and collaborative efforts 

in the various sciences such as medical, education, 

engineering etc.although  this is multidisciplinary. Meo, 

S. A. (2018). "Writing and publishing a scientific paper 

in academic journals is a highly competitive, time-

consuming stepwise process". It is such as examining 

competitive to develop knowledge in a particular field 

which publicized on IT that makes it easier for all 

humans to share knowledge development. 

1.2  Pronoun 

Pronoun is a word that used to refer to someone or 

something. The most common pronouns are the 

personal pronouns, which refer to the person or people 

speaking or writing (first person), the person or people 

being spoken to (second person), or other people or 

things (third person). Frank (1972) “classifies 

pronouns into seven types. They are personal, 

interrogative, relative, demonstrative, reflexive, 

indefinite, and expletive.”.  

2.  Method 

This quantitative study employs descriptive 

analysis to reveals a phenomenology of selected 

pronoun used in reputable articles.  This will be used to 

analyze in using pronouns selected International 

Journal Articles. This Descriptive quantitative- method 

of investigation is accomplished into research design 

stages. The writer obtained the data by searching 

selected articles which is from international journal 

article on three (3) different areas i.e., education, 

medical and engineering, and presented in tabulation 

form. International journal of Education research (Q1), 

Journal of International Medical Research (Q1) and 

International journal of engineering Studies were 

selected due to their fame, to represent the fields. The 

study then selected the latest seventh (7) publication in 

2018, where this study started in the beginning. A total 

of 21 articles then selected conveniently to be analyzed 

in order to see the use of pronoun by the authors from 

these three different fields.  

 

Figure 2.1 Conceptual framework 

The corpus of the present study consists of 21 

articles selected International Journal Articles in the 

current issue 2018 in three areas, i.e., Education, 

Medical, Engineering, as seen in the table below: 

Table 2.1 The Selected Journals  

Education Journals Medical journals Engineering Journal 

Articles Number 
of words 

Articles Number 
of words 

Articles Number 
of 

words 

IJER 1 9.340 JIMR 1 2.605 IJES 1 6.256 

IJER 2 8.857 JIMR 2 3.893 IJES 2 4.398 

IJER 3 9.254 JIMR 3 3.396 IJES 3 6.503 

IJER 4 8.854 JIMR 4 3.960 IJES 4 9.278 

IJER 5 6.493 JIMR 5 3.176 IJES 5 10.056 

IJER 6 11.230 JIMR 6 3.426 IJES 6 7.252 

IJER 7 10.452 JIMR 7 6.391 IJES 7 7.913 

Total of 

articles: 

7 

Total of 

the 

word: 
107.278 

(54.85%) 

Total of 

articles: 

7 

Total of 

words: 

43.877 
(22,43%) 

Total of 

articles: 

7 

Total 

of 

words: 

44.404 

(22.7%) 

Total 195.559 
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A total of words 195.559 is used corpus of this 

study of which Education 107.278 (54.85%) of words. 

Medical 43.877 (22.43%), Engineering 44.404 

(22.7%) words selected international journal articles. 

Furthermore, in the selection of the journal, this study 

selected from current issue 2018. Finally, a total of 

selected Articles journal is 21 from each of Education, 

Medical and Engineering form the corpus of this 

present study. To analyze data, this study sets its 

analysis on the total of using pronoun, and then the 

researcher makes the percentage from the total of data 

from each journal. Nevertheless, the researcher makes 

the diagram form to display the data revealed. Finally, 

the researcher will count the percent of data by using 

below formula and make the interpretation:   

P = Frequency x 100 % = N 

Where: 

P  = percentage 

F  = frequency  

N = total number of data 

100 = constant multiple 

3.  Findings 

3.1 The Most Frequently Used Pronoun (Fame) 

The result of kinds of most frequently pronouns A 

total of seven articles published from International 

Journal of Educational Research (IJER) in current issue 

2018 formed the corpus. Throughout this chapter, the 

following abbreviations used were: 

Table 3.1 Pronoun in IJER 

N

o 
Pronoun Frequency 

Percentage 

 (%) 

1 This study 42 36.8 

2 This research 7 6.1 

3 This article 2 1.7 

4 This paper 15 13 

5 This current study 1 0.8 

6 The paper 2 1.7 
7 The study 12 10.5 

8 The current study 4 3.5 

9 The research 9 7.8 
10 The article 12 10.5 

11 The present study 1 0.8 

12 The present research 1 0.8 
13 The case study 5 4.3 

14 The present article 1 0.8 

Total 114 100% 
 

As seen in Table 3.1, the study follows up a total of 

114 in using pronoun were found in the IJER corpus. 

The pronouns of informing readers as followed by this 

research had 6.1% in total, this article, and the paper 

delivered the same total which was 1.7%, this paper 

had 13%, the study with 10.5%, the current study was 

3.5%, the research was 7.8%, the article was had 10.5%, 

the present study, this current study, the present 

research and the present article come together in 0.8%, 

the last one, the case study, was in 4.3 current study, 

the present research and the present article come 

together in 0.8%, the last one the case study was in 

4.3%. It means in this education journal "this study" 

seems to show its fame comparing other pronouns.   

Table 3.2 Pronoun in JIMR 

No 
Pronoun Frequency 

Percentage 

(%) 

1 This study 17 42.5 

2 
This case-control 

study 
2 5 

3 This current study 6 15 

4 The study 9 22.5 

5 The present study 5 12.5 

6 The current study 1 2.5 

Total 40 100% 
 

As seen in Table 3.2, the study follows up a total of 

40 pronoun word were found in the JIMR corpus. The 

pronoun of informing readers about the research by 

using this study was 42.5%, followed by this case-

control study in 5, this current study in 6%, this study 

had 22.5%, the present study was 12.5%, and last, the 

current study was 2.5%. It means in the medical journal 

"this study" seems to show its fame comparing other 

pronouns.   

Table 3.3 Pronoun in IJES  

No 
Pronoun Frequency 

Percentage 

(%) 

1 This paper 11 28.9 

2 This study 19 50 

3 
The present 

study 
4 10.5 

4 We use 1 2.6 

 5 We introduce 1 2.6 

6 We give 1 2.6 

7 We have seen. 1 2.6 

Total 38 100% 

 

As seen in Table 3.3, the study follows up a total of 

38 in using pronoun were found in the IJES corpus. The 

pronoun of informing readers about the research by 

using this paper was 28.9%, this study had 50% follows 

by the present study with 10.5% and we use, we give, 

we have seen it out with (2.6%). This means in 

engineering journal “this paper” seems showing its 

fame comparing other pronouns.   

3.2 The Consistency of Pronouns Used 

This section presents the analysis consistently of 

data being in use pronouns of education journal as 

illustrated in table 3.4. The consistency means that the 

authors used a specific pronoun to represent his/their 

team in the article body text. While flexibility means 

that the author used more than one pronoun 

interchangeable in the text. Therefore, this study 

presents its data based on the author's consistency or 

flexibility in their writing.  
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Table 3.4 Pronoun Consistency-Flexibility in IJER 

NO Education 

Journals 

Statistic 

Consistent/ 

Flexible 

Pronoun Use 

1 IJER 1 Flexible This study, the 

research, this 

research. 

2 IJER 2 Flexible The article, this 

article, this research, 

this study. 

3 IJER 3 Flexible This paper, the 

paper, the study. 

4 IJER 4 Flexible The case-study, this 
paper. 

5 IJER 5 Flexible This paper, this 

present article. 

6 IJER 6 Flexible This study, this 

paper, this study, the 

current-study, the 
research. 

7 IJER 7 Flexible  This research, this 

study, this current-
study, the study, the 

research, the present 

research, the present 
study. 

 

From the sample above, this might indicate the 

pronouns used by scientific writers in international 

journal education by seven journals are more flexible 

and not only use a single pronoun. 
 

Table 3.5 Consistent/Flexible in JIMR 

NO Medical 

Journals 

Statistic 

Consistent/ 

Flexible 

Pronouns Use 

1 IJMR 1 Flexible This study, the study 

2 IJMR 2 Flexible This study, the present-
study, the study, the 

current study. 

3 IJMR 3 Flexible This case control-study, 
the study, this study, 

this current-study, the 

present study. 

4 IJMR 4 Flexible The study, this study, 

the study. 

5 IJMR 5 Flexible This meta-analysis, this 
study, the present-

study, the study. 

6 IJMR 6 Flexible The study, this study, 
the current-study. 

7 IJMR 7 Consistent   The study 

 

From the sample above, the pronouns used by 

scientific authors in an international medical journal by 

seven journals, show the journals in JIMR were 1- 6 

journal is Flexible, and one journal is consistent in the 

use of pronouns. 

Table 3.6 Consistent/Flexible in IJES 

NO Engineering 

Journals 

Statistic 

Consistent/ 

Flexible 

Pronouns Use 

1 IJES 1 Flexible  This study, the present 

study 

2 IJES 2 Flexible This paper, this study, 

the present study. 

3 IJES 3 Consistent This present-study. 

4 IJES 4 Flexible  We use, we introduce, 

we give, the present 

study, we have seen. 

5 IJES 5 Consistent This paper. 

6 IJES 6 Flexible This study, this paper. 

7 IJES 7 Consistent  The study. 

 

From the sample above, the pronouns in scientific 

writers on international engineering journals by seven 

journals show the journals on IJES on three journals 

are consistent and three journals more Flexible and one 

journal use subject pronouns in showing their journal 

articles.   

4.  Discussion 

From the data analysis above, the researcher 

analysis of the corpus including twenty-one scientific 

articles from three scientific journals area (IJER, JIMR, 

and IJES) showed that experimental writers of the 

journals use journal pronouns in their texts. The 

researcher analyzed the kinds and differences in 

frequency of pronouns in three different fields. In this 

study, the researchers analyzed the number of 

pronouns that occurs in the entire area.  

The researchers reveal nineteen kinds of pronouns; 

there are this study, this research, this article, this paper, 

this current study, the paper, the study, the current 

study,  the research, the article, the present research, the 

present study, the case study, the present article, this 

case control-study, and besides that this study also 

found the subject pronouns that use by writer's style 

such as we introduce, we use, we give, we have seen. 

Wherefrom the data analysis found the most o 

frequently use a pronoun in three fields was this study. 

Based on the results in each different area in use 

pronouns to inform the reader how the writers called 

writers' articles. Where found out the data analysis in 

IJER on seven journals were Flexible. Next, the 

findings obtained from the results of data analysis that 

found in the JIMR field which found six journals that 

were flexible and one journal is consistent, furthermore, 

from analyst IJES data which finds four Flexible 

journals and three journals is consistent in using 

pronouns. The small difference between the use of 

pronouns in IJER, JIMR, and IJES showed that 

scientific writers use the pronoun preferred in their 

article.  

http://ojs.journal.unilak.ac.id/index.php/
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To display the preferred data this study conducted 

in IJER that found fourteen kinds pronoun in their 

articles and this study was the favourite one. Compared 

with JIMR in terms of frequency that use six kinds of 

pronouns and this study still the favourite one. The last 

IJES with use the favourite one was the study.   

Based on the explanation above, the former had 

vast differences frequency in use the kinds of pronouns 

between IJER, JIMR and IJES Where from the data 

analysis found the most of frequently by use pronoun 

in three fields was this study. Showed the three 

scientific writers IJER, JIMR and, IJES used the 

different pronouns to illustrate their articles journals. 

Therefore, the result of text analysis based on the 

preference of scientific writers that use pronouns has 

different kinds of each other from three fields. It 

depends on each writer's style.  

Nevertheless, this diverse to the results of the 

research conducted by Gray, B. (2010) who carried out 

about demonstrative research entitled "The Use of 

Demonstrative Practices and Determinations as to a 

Cohesive Device: Focus on these Initials in Academic 

Prose." The results of the study show that the use of 

pronouns "This and These" are the most widely used 

pronouns on antecedents and demonstrative use which 

is assumed by many nouns which are mostly abstract 

in academic writing. 

Moreover, this comes out not so in line with 

Rustipa's (2015) who conducted the research entitled 

The Use of Pronoun Demonstrative and Demonstrative 

Determiner in Top-Level Student Writing: A Case 

Study. In their study, they found that the use of 

demonstrative determinants and demonstrative 

pronouns on top- levels were stable in supporting the 

relationship of text and context, the results of the study 

differed from this current study, which was more 

demonstrative as a reference in delivering an article.  

This might suggest that scientists such as  Parfilova, 

and Karimova, (2016) conducted “the research entitle 

Adolescents' Demonstrative Behavior Research” 

pointing out that demonstrative usage is high in 

adolescents, this provides a statement that students 

among adolescents often face problems in 

interpersonal communication. This relates the equation 

indecisive use in this study which uses demonstrative 

elements as measuring the frequency of demonstrative 

usage in the delivery style to the reader.  

Ataman, O., & Çetinkaya, G. (2017). The 

Investigation of Preparatory Class Students' Subject of 

Pronouns and Possessive Adjectives. This research 

gives the results of the study in the use of subject 

pronouns which are more useful using the first person 

"I" in SP and "my" in PA. Ataman, O (2017), The 

Investigation of Preparatory Class Students' Subject of 

Pronouns and Possessive Adjectives. This research 

gives the results of the study in the use of subject 

pronouns which are more useful using the first person 

"I" in SP and "my" in PA. The findings of this study 

state that the relationship in the use of subjects in 

showing the most frequently  and types of kinds of 

pronouns, which in this current study only uses the 

subject pronouns "we" to use on one journal at IJES in 

the style of mentioning articles in international journals   

5.  Conclusions 

The researchers reveals nineteen (19) different 

pronouns, i.e.,  this study, this research, this article, this 

paper, this current study, the paper, the study, the 

current study,  the research, the article, the present 

research, the present study, the case study, the present 

article, this case control-study. Moreover, this study 

also found the subject pronouns that use by writer's 

style such as we introduce, and we use, we give, we 

have seen. The data analysis found the most frequently 

use (fame) pronoun in these three different fields was 

the use of this study. The authors from these three 

various fields, somehow showing flexibility or using 

pronoun interchangeability in their writing. Authors 

from Education fields showing more flexible than 

authors from the other two areas. Authors from medical 

and Engineering fields in the specific situation seems 

more consistent, or it might the author feel more 

convenience in using only a specific pronoun.   
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