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t agent, Maxwel
OS and its nefarious plots to take o he .
S ov%; By assigning me the
as perh smart for my own good,
at truly "R ther than “get smart,” the nickname
‘wa ‘ and for lack of maturity and

W
social inte] - -

After hig » and working all in no particular
order, “99” moved to southe for ¢ ‘* the

Canadian north. Encumbered with a docto atc ; versity,
getting even smarter in that bookish way of the ac: . -
In 2003, Helen Balanoff, a researcher w1th orthwest Territories (NWT) L1teracy
Council, 1nv1ted me to be part of a northern research project. leen our shared interest in
era he research questions we l1ghte 0n ga\\hat might hteracy mean‘7
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ff, Emily Kudlak, Cynthia Chambers

o > up of “insiders” and uf siders,” I could not be Chief, even
with a Ph.D. f nor ers and so ers (which now I am technically),
the project could not be un _ZOI& ROL, the telligence agency to whom Agent
99 and Maxwell Smart reported. Hs ters coul b Main Stree ngton, DC;

nor could it be the University of Lethbrldge Headqua 0 | \nd this

mission needed local agents. English-speaking graduate stude ents ra ling in the South
would not do; they were not smart enough, not in the right way. We needed community-based
researchers and we needed salaries to pay them.

~ After two years of relentless proposal writing, paff and [ secured a few sma
grants to begm the project: salaries for the comu ]
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e Kaodloak interviewed fourteen ‘u
us des ned interview protocols on
d clothing; sewing and clothing; tool
ing; and names and naming for
ders on their own, or in pairs
and in groups en Emily and Alice
labored to translat ! -W’ rviews,
and Elders’ comments, suc : ow it?”
ecting”
cnowledge and

DE(

Helen and I realized what Emily and Alice hz

knowledge on topics following a set of que: ' ons, )

wisdom, wasn’t smart! It wasn’t how people in Ulukhaktok transfer knowledge. The transcripts
ere as disjointed and stilted as the steps of awkward dance partners struggling to follow an

1
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te
P,
thing is better comn 0
8) reminds us, from which
‘It seems like our earth is ‘u
ders (2006-002, 286). “You
carth is getting old, too,” Mary

all 1 hich smarts most
intensely from glo t J-"iﬁ_{r" . sumption,
Ulukhaktongmiut watch the ice ( )era

rise. Yet, dwelling in the arctic has never bec
Ulukhaktongmiut have always needed smat ' to d people call “our
land ” And those smarts were both transferred and gifted rather thah inherited as in Western

Ohkeena (2007-
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right at Nauyaa

(where our camp was).
I thought 1
‘Niakoaluk was

/CI'Y SIT]
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they wa
in the same area

They would meet
each other again.
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Thes

to the next gene
to the next generation,
so the next generation
after next generation

an know those stories
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| for the good behaviour o
a, either, not a reward or
15 lifetime and different bodily
\ 'th what might be poorly

Elsie Nilgak (2
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he made

that he learnt
in his dream.
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The old man, Unayak,

finally started to ye
from their tent (to ours)..
ive her another name.




Chambers: “I Was Grown up Before I Was Born”

' e and stillness of early
morning, parents would do the very things they wanted baby to eventually learn to do, things
the child would use throughout his lifetime. Parents would practice those traits they wanted their

before others are awake, to work, do chores and help ot
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rom the [dren were
ilding iglus “because
oung girls began by sewing
arger and more difficult
007, Side B: #879) describes + -y
'l 035 “

LN

K]

Kongoatuhuk a gl -
were very good teac TS |
They showed me

10 N M- N€ M43
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shoot the cub.
1

—— Girls are smart enough t
2005-007, Side B: #906) learned to
. ‘ -007, Side ‘)k..iame
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L
O C
That is where v
]

continued."®
Elders told their sons about ice conditions . Young people learned to
~ listen to what their Elders had to koakhion (2005-002, Side A, #495) was critical of the
ion, rather than a-seeialselation among master,

thek

Even after the young we
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-012, ] ]
vhen she was young:

——

She would te
“You are very hard to

No wonder h
sometimes I have a hard
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Then, during t

we would preten
to make kikhuk,
fire on rocks,

AdNd p 1C
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g
O als, a
deat arge animals make
nuously avail or human consumption and
eir operly (Kapatoan, 2006- 00“
ion came, “when the land ran out of
C S0 few eal that their dogs were
starving. sled d ey used to store and

o

carry food witt ' W’ Morris
and his huntmg partner tracked ) er feed

polar bear heads to dogs but Morris’s pa 1{1' ed
huskies; they gnawed and crushed the bear’ .' gments of bone.
The polar bear had his revenge; Kapotoan (2006-004, Side B: #32) laments: “From there
ot go well and we had [es@n, more] hardship...” For Inu1nna1t human mistreatment of the
and even disaste er violate the
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When people talked
about the snow houses
getting warm,
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LN

towards it and

out some meat for it,
because the sun is a won
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|

important to accept g re or
drink when it is offered. Oli e person

who gave him his Inuinnaqtus e Olifie’s
(2005-005, Side A: #159)first kill.

-
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S (ZUVU0 -

olected to share with two

But I did no

my two grandfathe

any meat ,
when they were camped out

- on the gl
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-y

everyone in the camp.

I brought meat
to Hologak and Akhok.

B
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from pain.

Ll
My brother and T heard
...When we went insi@g___ S
it was Kitaaluk lying
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‘ WDO .

their children in

Waited for hours withou

nights. Walked for endless days

grounds. They crafted elegant too ] t]

Wlth fine copper needles they sewed t1ny

w'.d followed the direction of
eir way, in a whiteout: now
v;g il em the time of day when
ct changes in the weather. Smart
Like the best namesake for a
deepest respect. And
inter
_calving
1eticulously.
water and wind. Staying warm and

ts to a baby’s
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-y

S

Seems like our ea
is getting tired.

i

Listening carefully to the Elders’ 1 >C ary audiences learn that people
- “back then” studied the world And they shared what they learned through stories. And

(15 2

aid Andy Akoakhion. B aikstories” are
C thescagib
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Why sd

*’ - B
. o
9 ! back where we started fro

telligences. New York:

Keith, Darrer ; ' an hear:
Consequences ¢ rien M.
(Eds). 2009. Orality in 75 of the
15™ Inuit Studies Conference. P i
<http://www.inuitoralityconference.c =

ihuaqtivyugut: We are the long distance

»
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d is aunt, Jean’s mother, to
> clothes windproof and

5 The idea o ' ] entury is from
Alain Badiou’s T [ ference to
this in Charles Noble’s Sally O: g 009).

6 Andy Akoakhion (2005-003, #393). =

7 See the interviews with Elsie Nilgak (2004-0 ' ndlak (2005-014, Side
B: # 065-071). '
S .

Side B, #143).
005-015, #300:366
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9 : r.mw. t v a4
‘master. Women often
005, Side A: #36)0, in herw
ad optive parent would not let
. ting. That was the first skill
' ' ot taught how to sew.

#1 | ional

18 In an interview
clothing, she described this g

The father would try to let_hl it t] Kkill it.
Back then the word was tuqu!'r ahinia em try to Kkill
blgger game later on. They dc do not teach them everyday, but would teach them every
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, for tea, giquktutikhamutlu.
with any type of snow lonﬁw
it with a harpoon. They could

ype of snow, then they would

sould have different types

0 0 en u vas a different

type of sno 1ey woul now stick

to the snow house to ma _ t from
It's got to

/.

the other snow. It is callech taaq
qu, cold or frozen). The

be really hard snow, right? tis ca
one that is mpltaaq, and agl_lyqaq (base word aqit, so is used to block cracks on the
~ g ed tea water. And the one that is not pukagq is used
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; 007) speaks about '
aipana Oliktoak in her life“
was used for snow knives
#ribes how they stretched
~ bull rry her father on the long
walk (#354 N 1d (Jean) Okheena
(2004-006) desc 1g the A: #036);
caribou legs for tool cases rneedle
cases (Side A: #250); caribou antler bove ke a
- ralded

“straightener” —a tool used to straighten cury
sinew from the hind leg of a caribou (nuilinnganik) used to relnforce the curved part of a

and at the-tfpsofei'l:hér end of the bow (lhua (Slde A: #380- 436)
gs.ors_plke&




