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THE CALL FROM COD
Talk Given on January 4, 1948

Fortunate indeed, yes thrice

fortunate are the young who

know exactly what vocations in

life are best suited for them,

and set about persistently and

energetically to prepare for

them. Their calm purposeful-

ness is admired by all. Time

does not weaken their resolves

and even forceful talks about the

attractiveness of other callings

in life leave them unruffled and

unperturbed. Their friends ad-

mire their decisiveness and often

yearn earnestly for their secret

of choosing.

There is very much concern in

America about the inability,

some say—incorrectly I believe

—

the unwillingness, of many of

our young, both boys and girls,

to choose their vocations. That

it is attributable to the war in

many instances, may have some

foundation although it seems

paradoxical that the very young
men who were trained to make
quick decisions on which depend-

ed life and death are now stamp-

ed as irresolute and fearful in

choosing a vocation. It is very

common, I must say, for girls

who patiently wait, perhaps too

long, for the boys to ask for their

hands to complain about the ir-

resoluteness of some of the vet-

erans who court them, and to

stamp them as ‘Variable and in-

decisive as teen-agers.” The boys

blame the girls, claiming that

they want careers, and extraor-

dinary security before they go to

the altar. None of these claims

is entirely true or entirely false.

Even before the war, educa-

tors recognized serious lack in

our educational system, espe-

cially as regards helping the

youth in choosing callings in life.

For this reason they introduced

vocational guidance as a neces-

sary and valuable adjunct to the

curriculum. Our business men
for a long time have considered

it financially wise to have trained

counselors guide and advise their

employees vocationally. For years

untold the Church has preached

about vocations. Lately, she

seems to have taken on new en-

ergy and interest in vocational

guidance. No series of talks to

youth now is complete unless it

contains one on vocations. This

is due, I am sure, not only to the

great need for religious vocations
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but also in the exceptional inter-

est shown by youth and their

parents in this timely subject.

Priests and sisters, despite the

great need for them in other

labors, are being released to do

what is called vocational work.

Whenever the subject of vo-

cations is open to discussion, es-

pecially if it is not restricted

to the religious life, many sen-

sible questions result. Ordinar-

ily, the leader insists as I will,

that a vocation is a calling from

God. Immediately the following

questions come from the youth

:

Does your definition of voca-

tion mean that God calls each

individual to a particular state

in life? Does He give any choice

in the matter? Are we marked

from birth for a determined call-

ing? Must we follow what seems

to be our vocation or lose our

souls? If others insist that this

or that is our vocation and we
for some reason are hesitant,

perhaps from lack of courage, is

that the sign of a call?

To answer these questions we
make the following statements.

A vocation is a call from God,

and a religious vocation is a spe-

cial gift or call from God. God
does not often call a person di-

rectly, although we have evi-

dence in Scripture and in life of

some extraordinary calls from

God. He either makes known the

vocation directly as He did to the

Apostles when He said, ‘‘Come,

follow me,’' {Matthew 19:21),

and to the young man to whom
He said, “If thou wilt be perfect,

go sell what thou hast, and give

it to the poor" {Matthew 19:21).

Or He so illumines the intellect

that the favored one clearly

knows that further deliberation

as to a choice in life is unneces-

sary.

It is commonly held that one

who does not follow a vocation

clearly determined after reason-

able reflection and spiritual guid-

ance may find more difficulty in

saving his soul than he would

in the calling which reason and

faith point out as a better choice.

There are many problems

about vocations which cause

young people to claim that they

are, in their own words, “mixed

up" as regards the choice of a

calling and which cause parents

to throw up their hands in puz-

zlement as their sons and daugh-

ters come to them for advice in

the choice of a state in life.

These problems are due, I be-

lieve, to an erroneous belief that

a vocation is the awareness of a

special divine impulse and is to

be identified with divine attrac-
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tion. This teaching has infected

the thinking of many people. It

is found, especially, in some can-

didates who, because of lack of

talents, are urged to give up fur-

ther thought about a certain vo-

cation. They will claim that it

is nevertheless their vocation,

that they have been called by

God, because they say they have

felt the divine impulse. It is

shown too by those people who

persist in encouraging their chil-

dren towards a special vocation

although the children may have

no qualifications for that partic-

ular state in life. It is surpris-

ing how many persist in the be-

lief that God’s call to each one

is recognized entirely by the ten-

dencies of the youth to a partic-

ular calling or state in life. How
many directors of seminaries and

superiors of convents have had

experience with this type of

judging a vocation is not known,

but I am sure that those who
are listening will recall how often

it has been presented to them as

an argument to accept or retain

a candidate.

Ordinarily, and let us insist

upon this, a vocation is revealed

as the result of deliberation ac-

cording to the principles of rea-

son and of faith. Reason de-

mands that a candidate for a cer-

tain vocation be free from any

impediments which will make the

fulfillment of its purposes im-

probable. Hence, any candidate

for any vocation in life must
measure health and abilities with

the requirements of the state of

life which he hopes to embrace.

If the vocation is to the religious

life there must be enough con-

stancy of purpose, resolution and

spiritual progress to enable the

candidate to serve God faithfully

in that state of life. As regards

a vocation to religion we may
also wisely note that even though

one may fulfill the requirements

of a certain vocation, he may
still lack the call of the religious

Superior. The call of the relig-

ious Superior, or the call of com-

petent authority, is generally

contingent on the needs of the

particular diocese or religious

group and is ordinarily not given

unless the candidate has shown
the physical, intellectual, and
moral requirements necessary to

fulfill successfully the expecta-

tions of the Church.

It is then possible for a per-

son to acquire a vocation. This

is encouraging to those who have

never thought before of serving

God in a special way but through

association with the clergy or

sisters feel that they would like
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to dedicate themselves to the

work of the Church. It is sen-

sible too for those who, after ac-

cepting a call to the married

state, for instance, and after

years feel that they would have

been happier in religion, to set

about dedicating themselves with

greater fervor to their present

state of life and to spiritualize

their actions in it.

The needs of religion in a par-

ticular period of the Church's

history should cause the faithful

to encourage by advice and pray-

er their children to study the

requirements of the religious life

and to measure their physical,

spiritual, and mental abilities

with it. Even though there have

been cases where parental in-

fluence has just about forced a

child into religion, there are few

chances that that can happen at

the present time when the

church exerts extraordinary ef-

forts to see to it that the candi-

date is accepting the vocation

as a free choice. Yet parents

may do much to point out the

needs and the joys of a calling to

religion.

Naturally they should instruct

their children, as should teach-

ers too, that one may serve God

well in what is known as a world-

ly calling and indeed most of our

youth should be encouraged to

marry. We shall discuss this in

a later talk.

And now, to sum up what we
have just said about choosing a

state in life: First of all, do

not expect God to give you an

extraordinary call. Such cases

are extremely rare. Remember
too, that God does not take away

free will when He grants a voca-

tion, and the best way to deter-

mine a vocation is by consider-

ing it in the light of faith and

reason.

A vocation should be entered

into freely, and without being

forced, and in the case of a vo-

cation to the religious life, even

though one has the qualifications

and even the desire for it, one

must be called by the proper

Church authorities or superiors.

Of utmost importance is the

emphasis which we must place

on prayer through which we
should seek the guidance of the

Holy Spirit in selecting a choice

of life or in advising others to-

wards a calling which befits

them. To whom shall we pray?

My recommendation is that we
follow the example of the Church.

She seeks the assistance of the

Holy Spirit—so should we

!



WHY CHRIST WAS AT CANA
Talk Given on January 11, 1948

I had just come from a class

in religious instruction for pub-

lic high school students. My
subject had been matrimony. The

lesson was introduced by the

question: ‘‘Why was Christ at

Cana?'' Frankly, I had hesitated

to use this biblical story because

it appeared to be too familiar

and too easy for the -teen-agers.

Imagine my surprise when only

three out of'a hundred and twen-

ty-five knew anything at all about

Cana. These three were aware

K>i the fact that the miracle of the

changing of water into wine had

taken place there, but not one of

the group had heard or else did

not recall that Christ was at

Cana to honor marriage.

My reaction had been some-

thing like that of a radio com-

mentator to whom I listened on

my way home. He was com-

plaining rather bitterly, I

thought, about the indifference

of our American people. In a

very forceful voice he related the

results of a recent poll of the

rural population of America con-

cerning their knowledge of the

Marshall Plan. “Imagine this,"

he said, “less than twenty per

cent of these people know any-

thing at all about this plan which

will very vitally affect their econ-

omy and lives. Eighty per cent

know nothing at all about it,

notwithstanding our constant ef-

forts by the radio and press to

make known to them this method
of helping the people of Europe."

Now take the one hundred and

twenty-five pupils to whom I had

been speaking. For the vast

majority of them, matrimony will

be their vocation in life, and yet

they knew nothing about the

great occasion when Christ, their

God, honored marriage by His

presence at the wedding feast.

In fact, they were surprised that

I should spend time discussing

marriage with them. It was too

far away. Why their parents

and teachers had missed the op'

portunity to open a discussion

with them on their future voca-

tion by emphasizing Christ's in-

terest in marriage distressed me.

Perhaps they had told the pupils

about Cana. Youngsters are no-

toriously indifferent or heedless

about very important things.

They must be made to be a very

part of their everyday lives to
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interest them. There was a time

when our youth did not have to

know much about matrimony. It

isn’t true at the present time.

They know plenty about mar-

riage now, but it isn’t the right

kind of knowledge. They see

.marriage as an adventure, a

romantic thing—a lark, if you

will. To them, divorces and re-

marriages make the news. Tri-

angles form good plots and

youngsters are theatre-goers.

Good marriages have not been

made interesting to them. Ro-

mantic and unsuccessful ones are

attractive gossip.

Ninety-nine out of a hundred

parents admit that they should

prepare their children for later

life, but they let time pass, hop-

ing for a good match. The ma-
jority of them consider prepara-

tion for marriage as a series of

about seven or eight instructions

after the children become infat-

uated. Unfortunately, they think

that a child becomes of age when
he becomes serious about a part-

ner. I may shock such parents

a bit by claiming that the proper

time to prepare children for mat-

rimony, so far as their charac-

ters are concerned, is during the

first five years of their lives. This

is not my opinion or that of a

few radicals, but of very wise

thinkers. As the tree is bent,

so shall it grow. What the child

learns in early years is seldom

forgotten. Then habits are

formed, tendencies are directed,

and foundations are laid for the

good or bad character which will

make or break the natural part-

nership of marriage.

The Church, in instructing

how young men should be pre-

pared for the vocation of the

priesthood insists that from the

very earliest years they should

be given a seminary training.

They are to be treated like seed-

lings, developed in mind, body,

and soul in an atmosphere con-

ducive to sturdy and successful

growth. Day by day, year by

year, step by step, they put on

the things for a successful priest-

hood and shed the things of the

world. Boys are not ordained

after four or five lessons. They

have lived the spiritual life of a

priest for many, many years.

Spiritually, mentally and physic-

ally they are practically priests

a long time before the Holy

Spirit officially stamps them as

other Christs.

Young women spend many
years under the developing at-

mosphere of convent life. Their

lessons have been absorbed with

every breath and they take their
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vows only after they have lived

by them for a long time.

It is more important, it seems

to me, even though the spiritual

vocations are higher in dignity,

that the preparation for matri-

mony be as prolonged and effec-

tive. It is wise, don’t you think,

to develop an attitude among our

American people of instructing

the children early in this im-

portant vocation which affects

more than anything else the fu-

ture of civilization? The think-

ing attitude of many people may
be reflected by this characteristic

answer to the question : ‘‘How do

boys and girls prepare for mar-

riage?” “They meet one another

at a party, they like one another

and keep company, they fall in

love, they announce their en-

gagement and get married. Par-

ents tell them something about

the life a short time before they

are married,” To the modern

youth, I am afraid, it’s just nat-

ural to be married. Love is all

that counts and, to them, love is

romance.

Many will say: “We didn’t

have these modern instructions

for marriage and our lives have

been very happy together.” The
answer is: Oh, yes, you did. Your
instructions may not have been

formal ones like classroom lec-

tures, but they were given to

you. Years ago, there were
larger families and each day
brought the lessons of living to-

gether in peace and in harmony.
Children learned how to give in

to one another. Conflicts settled

themselves because the children

and parents knew that they had
to live together. There was no
place else to go—no careers away
from home—before marriage.
Boys and girls learned the chores
of matrimony either from their

own homes or from those of their

friends—by daily living. Parents
were with their children more,
often unconsciously instructing

them in how to make marriage
work. Children were with their

parents more. They took care
of their brothers and sisters.

They learned how to live with
people. They saw little of the
distracting things which now
make home a place to come to

at night and not a sanctuary
where most of the moments of
the day and night are passed rub-
bing elbows with others.

Parents know very well from
experience that the best prepa-
ration for marriage is learning
the art of housebuilding and
homemaking, of bringing chil-

dren into the world, of getting
along with one another, of tire-
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less patience and constant ad-

justment, of love which must be

permanent and deep. No day

in marriage will be like the pre-

vious day. There will be clashes

of temperaments. There will be

widening cracks in the structure

of family life which only prayer

and infinite tact can heal. Even

with a perfect partner, matri-

mony is not easy for those who

are not prepared for it. It is

joy untold for those who are

prepared how to select the prop-

er partner and how to live with

that partner for life. When peo-

ple know that, there cannot be

trial marriages. When their

characters have been developed

for the particular strains of liv-

ing together, when two people

with God enter into the contract,

then there is success.

I once asked an engineer who

was poring over figures on the

stresses and thrusts to be expect-

ed in a building which he was

planning, if it were not ex-

acting work. “Not half as ex-

acting as yours. Father, in deal-

ing with people. We can figure

out fairly accurately in dealing

with steel. You canT do that

with people.’' My answer was:

“Yes, you can, if you know what

type of training they were giv-

en.”

Matrimony is a vocation—

a

great vocation—as matrimony is

a great sacrament. On its suc-

cess depends the whole structure

of society and the happiness of

countless individuals. It is not

a contract for two people alone.

Man, woman, and God are a

party to it—each one dependent

on the others. Children are the

result of it and they and their

children’s children are affected

by it. For what vocation in life

should there be more serious

preparation and greater knowl-

edge ?

Parents, like the Church, must

deal with preparation for matri-

mony by cold, sensible iogic. The
Church indicates that the rights

of individuals must never con-

flict with the rights of society as

established by God. By her laws,

she establishes the fact that mat-

rimony is not to be based on emo-

tion or so-called love even to the

violation of the laws of God or

society. The training of chil-

dren to be obedient to the laws of

right-ordered marriage must be-

gin at childhood. The art of se-

lecting partners, not for selfish

motives or based on emotion

alone, is not learned overnight. It

requires self-discipline. The abil-

ity to live with a partner in sa-

cred intimacy, in peace, harmony
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and contentment for richer, for

poorer, in sickness and in health

—till death, is all based on the

youth's training which must be-

gin in the home—at earliest

childhood. Let's teach the chil-

dren that matrimony is a voca-

tion—a wonderful one—but a

mighty serious one, too. For this.

time and patience consumed in

learning its requirements are

better spent than for many other

callings in life.

0 Christ of Cana, direct par-

ents to bring up children pre-

pared from youth to honor and

love marriage as a real vocation

—a Career for God.



COME, FOLLOW ME
Talk Given on January 18, 1948

A group of young seminaria’^s

were standing on the steps of

their magnificent minor sem-

inary. They had become restless.

Cardinal Pacelli was long over-

due and the tenseness of the oc-

casion was magnified by the re-

marks of some of the more pes-

simistic students that he might

be forced to cancel his visit. Oth-

ers insisted that he would not

disappoint seminarians. All

wanted to see him, whose fame

had preceded him. The common

opinion was that he would be the

next Pope. At last the car appear-

ed in the distance. The ubiquit-

ous camera fan—^they are in sem-

inaries too—adjusted his lens,

tested his light meter, and jock-

eyed for a favorable position

right next to the Bishop, who

descended the steps to greet his

famed guest. The Cardinal ex-

changed a few whispered words

with the Bishop. A nod of the

head, and a quick visit to the

Chapel first of all—silenced the

cheer of greeting. Vocations

were strengthened as the

tall prelate knelt in rapt prayer

before the Blessed Sacrament.

Here was a man of God—a man

of extraordinary ability and po-

sition—just an humble suppliant

before his Lord. Cardinal Pacelli

spoke a few powerful words to

the candidates for the priest-

hood—greeted each one of the

faculty—and was on his way.

The camera fan smiled broadly.

He had some fine shots. The

students were joyful. The man
who was to be the next Pope had

spoken to them, and had favored

them with his blessing and a free

day.

Only one lad was disconsolate.

He mumbled to himself : *T

thought I could speak to him for

a moment. But I was too slow.

He would have settled it all.''

“Settled what?" asked a kind

priest.

“Oh, gosh. Father, I didn't

think you would hear me. I've

been very troubled about my vo-

cation. One day I like it here,

the next day I'd leave at the drop

of a hat. I want to be a priest

and yet I fear to go on. It struck

me yesterday that if the repre-

sentative of the Pope, the Papal

Secretary of State would only

advise me—I'd be all set."

“Sorry you did not have a

word with him, my boy," an-
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swered the priest, “but I’ll tell

you right now what he would

have said.”

And the priest spoke to him

like this : Vocations to the priest-

hood are gifts of God. Naturally

we should not presume them un-

less we are able and prepared to

fulfill the requirements of that

state in life. It is not as diffi-

cult as many people think to give

up the so-called natural way of

life—marriage—home — family

—^when there is a substitute. The

priest is a member of every fam-

ily—his work is for people. His

life is with God and that sup-

plies all the longings of the heart

and soul. In the Old Testament

men who were of a certain tribe,

served God as priests or levites.

Birth into the tribe qualified a

man for the priesthood. That is

not true now. Color, race, so-

cial standing—^these things have

no serious bearing on the selec-

tion of candidates for the priest-

hood. A generous heart—a heal-

thy body—a capable mind—and

the call of the superior are the

qualifications. To fulfill the life

of perfection, a spiritual life is

demanded. So-called emotional

piety is not necessary. Practical,

sensible, constant spirituality is

basic. This develops under the

warmth of seminary life. If a

boy wishes to be a priest, he

must permit himself to be

trained along the lines which the

Church has formulated through

experience. The road to self-

knowledge and self-discipline is

a tedious one. Yet it is a com-

forting and pleasant one for the

candidates. Time and difficulties

weed out the enthusiast whose

only qualification for a vocation

was emotion. They who have the

“stuff” can take it. However,

the serious often overworry. Too
many boys talk themselves out

of the seminary. Good vocations

are lost by nervous fear and de-

lays in seeking advice. Persistent

doubts over long periods of time

generally force a boy out of the

seminary. We urge each candi-

date to make up his mind quick-

ly and to spend his time prepar-

ing for the future rather than

worrying.

Vocation for the priesthood is

not a hit and miss affair. It is

judged by well-measured and

practical standards. The candi-

date may be able to fulfill and
even be attracted by many call-

ings in life. Generally, a boy who
has good possibilities for the

priesthood would make a fine can-

didate for any professional call-

ing. Let him decide according

to sensible principles which voca-
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tion offers most opportunities to

him as an individual to do good

to himself, to his soul, to society

and to God.

If he is generous enough to

sacrifice for his calling natural

tendencies for family and home

—the priesthood is best for him.

God will supply deficiencies. If

he wants the world together with

a calling—his place is in the

world. To try to mix the world

and the priesthood is fatal, al-

ways.

So much for young seminar-

ians who have taken the first

step. We speak to them because

we consider them the first source

of our future priests. We urge

them to face any decision, to re-

main or to leave the seminary

sensibly. Take advice—pray

—

judge qualifications—^trust in

God. This sounds easier than it

is because dispositions often

cloud judgment. That is why
seminaries ordinarily provide

competent directors to help sem-

inarians reach the right decision.

There has arisen lately an un-

fortunate opinion that is more

widespread than one might

think, that there are enough vo-

cations for the priesthood. The

fact is that the needs of some of

our American dioceses are

frightening. Generous people

with means often find much joy

in underwriting financially the

education and first years of

priesthood of many willing candi-

dates for these less fortunate dio-

ceses whose people are impover-

ished.

Be sure of this! Vocations foi

the missionary work of the

Church in America and elsewhere

are not as numerous as the needs.

We urge high school boys, col-

lege students to think seriously

of this manner of serving God.

It offers a challenge to our Amer-
ican Catholic youth, to our teach-

ers who are consulted in voca-

tional guidance work, to our

parents. It is a challenge to sac-

rifice for souls, for God. The re-

wards are a hundred thousand

fold. Ask any foreign mission-

ary, especially those in the fields

afar. They would give their

lives just to be able to return

to their arduous work.

Just a few days ago I read an

article which indicated that there

is one priest for 27,000 Catholics

in the Philippines. China, Japan,

Africa, the Pacific Islands, the

Near East, all need priests. The
solution proposed by many well-

meaning people that priests from

the more fortunate dioceses of

America should man these re-

gions is not practical at all. Or-
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dinarily a candidate must be

trained from seminary days for

the mission field. Even for our

mission fields of the South and

West, special training is needed.

The ideal is native vocations.

There are various organiza-

tions that make it their special

work to train missionaries. On^

of these is the Society of Saint

Peter, the Apostle, whose aim

is the education of native sem-

inarians to the priesthood in the

foreign missions.

This happens to be the auxil-

iary work of the Society of the

Propagation of the Faith. To aid

in educating a young man for

the priesthood is a very con-

soling work, I assure you.

If you want to find the hap-

piest youth in the world, I

urge you to visit the nearest

seminary. All the boys there are

real red-blooded, sensible Amer-
ican boys. They are happy, they

are peaceful, they have plenty of

fun, clean fun. Boys from our

leading high schools are among
them. College boys from all over

the country help to fill their

ranks. Football, tennis, baseball,

basketball, swimming, hockey,

debating stars are among them.

Good students, fair students, ex-

ceptional students are there. One

thing they all have in common.

Thy love God—^with a manly

love, and they want to work for

Him in a special field. Like every

other calling—it demands work

—hard work. It requires spir-

ituality. But it is day-by-day

occupation. No one expects a

student to manifest all the quali-

fications of mind, body and soul

for ordination immediately.

Gradually these young men learn

to overcome their faults, grad-

ually they acquire knowledge,

gradually they come closer and

closer to God.

The boy who wants to become

a priest usually asks himself

these questions: “Am I generous

enough to give up home and fam-

ily to devote myself entirely to

God and souls? Have I a fairly

good mind ? Am I healthy enough

to undertake the work? If the an-

swer to all these questions is

“yes,’' then the boy usually talks

to his parish priest and tells him
of his own desire to be a priest.

The priest, in turn, gets the ap-

proval of the Bishop of the dio-

cese for the boy to enter a sem-

inary, and he is then well on his

way to the priesthood.

I have dealt with candidates

for the priesthood for more than

a quarter of a century, and I

have seen many a boy become a
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priest, happy and contented in

his work.

On the other hand, I have

known of young men who had a

desire to become priests but who
were not able to make the great

decision soon enough. They re-

mained in the world until they

fell victims of its easy and pleas-

ant ways, and the great voca-

tion they might have had went

glimmering.

The vocation to the priesthood

is like all vocations—a gift of

God. He often gives it to those

who seek for it through prayer.

It is not an easy life, but it has

its consolations, especially in the

knowledge that through it, many
men will be helped to come clos-

er to God. It is the Priest’s work

to save souls. It is my work, and

it is yours, in your own way,

too.



THE SPOUSE OF CHRIST
Talk Given on January 25, 1948

Many people, including my-

self were keenly disappointed re-

cently when an incipient blizzard

prevented our presence at a cere-

mony of religious reception and

profession in the Cathedral at

Hartford. For days these peo-

ple had eagerly looked forward

to witnessing for the first time

the acceptance of candidates by

the Sisters of Mercy of the Dio-

cese. Up until now the Sisters

always have taken the veil and

pronounced their vows in the

convent chapel. Few attended it.

The chapel was too small and

invitations were at a premium.

There was a comfortable seclu-

sion about the entire service. For-

tunately this year the daily

newspaper on fhe morning after

the event carried four excellent

pictures of the various stages

of the ceremony. They were ac-

companied by a remarkable in-

teresting and accurate article

describing the entire event.

I am sure that the editors felt

happy about carrying this story

for newspapers print what is

news.

For what other reason except

news would they have graced the

front page with a four column

picture captioned: “Newly Pro-

fessed Nuns Prostrate at Al-

tar ?"’ The explanation contin-

ued: “Newly professed nuns with

black veils and novices in white,

prostrate themselves at the altar

of St. Joseph’s Cathedral at the

close of ceremonies advancing

them in the Catholic Congrega-

tion of Our Lady of Mercy. The

prostration symbolizes the spirit

of humility.” This quotation

from the newspapers indicates

that knowledge about sisters,

their lives and their background,

their ceremonies and their work

is so scarce, that to be permitted

to report on them is newsworthy.

I am sure that Catholics were

glad to note this departure from

the extraordinary reserve and

privacy which has accompanied

the every action of these good

women. They are the unsung

heroines in the Church. Their

unwillingness to accept worldly

publicity is understandable, since

they are not seeking rewards.

Unfortunately, such seclusion

hides from people the magnifi-

cent lives and extraordinary

deeds for mankind which these

sisters perform. What would

our school children, the poor, the

orphans, the sick, the wayward
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do without these fine women who

have dedicated themselves to life

of service to the children of God ?

They must have recruits if the

work is to continue.

Who are these women whom
Catholics call Sisters or nuns?

First of all, they are a selected

group of women who have vol-

unteered to give up their lives

for God and religion. Wisely

they have spent time before ac-

cepting the responsibilities of

this way of life. Generally there

is a probationary period of six

months to try their stability and

capabilities. Then there are

years of noviceship during which

time they study diligently to

make progress in the spiritual

life and to prepare themselves

more and more for the particular

purposes of the community

which they have joined.

If acceptable to the commun-

ity, and they are willing, they

pronounce publicly their vows

for a stated period of time. Gen-

erally they renew them each year

over a period of years. Finally,

they are accepted as worthy, full-

fiedged members of the commun-

ity, capable and willing to re-

main with it for life. The

Church insists that the candi-

dates have the proper qualifi-

cations, have full freedom of will

and the spiritual traits necessary

to live closely to God with lives

dedicated to His services.

Some communities forego all

external communion with the

world. They are called cloistered.

They contribute immensely to

the salvation of souls by their

prayers and deeds. “More things

are wrought by prayer than this

world dreams of.’’ There is not

an idle moment in their lives.

Then there are some groups

whose members are nurses and

conduct hospitals. Others teach

and conduct schools, academies

and colleges—still others staff

orphanages, homes for the aged

and asylums for the wayward.

They all pray and they all love

God and work for the Church

diligently.

To whom does this life appeal ?

Healthy, sensible girls of unsel-

fish hearts are most successful

in this career. Girls of excep-

tional talents, girls of ordinary
ability, professional girls—all

have a place in dedicating them-

selves to the service of God and

religion. Many yearn for the

life but often they are not qual-

ified. Some fear the convent as

too gloomy, difficult and confin-

ing. They should visit a convent

and see there the happiest wom-
en in the world. Some hesitate
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too long to seek admission to a

convent. Youth is adaptable.

Overly mature people become too

set to follow such a vocation.

There are many girls who, of

course, would not want to live

their lives as nuns. Nothing but

admiration is in their hearts for

these noble souls who accept its

hardships, but for them—no, it

cannot be. They picture it as a

gloomy, difficult life which would

deprive them of all freedom.

Frankly, the life would be im-

possible for some girls. But it

is never gloomy, the happiest

women I have ever seen are in

the convents. It does take away

certain freedoms—but only to

permit the Sisters to dedicate

themselves to what they want

and like to do.

There are many opportunities

in the convent for the use of

particular talents, more oppor-

tunities than most people know.

Practically every phase of activ-

ity for mankind except marriage

is included in the labors of the

many congregations working in

America and in the entire world.

There is a place for the brilliant

mind, the professional girl, the

business woman, the Martha and

the Mary, for those anxious to

do little things well, and those

capable of gigantic tasks.

In judging the qualifications

of a candidate to the convent, I

should look first for health. It is

a necessary requirement. Gener-

osity is most important, too.

Love for God is imperative. A
happy disposition, even viva-

ciousness, helps greatly. Love

for God and His creatures—

a

normal sensible attitude towards

prayer and duty, the ability to

live with others in community
life are also very essential.

The garb of sisters or nuns is

often the subject of much com-

ment. Cute, impractical, old-

fashioned, sensible, modest are

adjectives often used to com-

ment on it. The garb dress or

habit of each community is tra-

ditional. It is generally the

dress worn at the time the com-

munity was established. Sisters

are very devoted to their habit

and its traditions. The Church

lets the communities select their

own dress, caring little about the

style. One thing is certain, none

are slaves to the changing styles.

In the past few years, espe-

cially, sisters are accepting the

progressive attitude—remember
I said progressive, not worldly

—towards matters that concern

their work. They attend meet-

ings, they read prepared papers

at public meetings, they are out
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of their convents more. It is

indicative of the adjustment of

the Church to changing times

and changing people. Years ago

they would not have been accept-

ed, perhaps, or they did not

think that the good to be done

outside equalled the good to be

done by retiring lives. Many
of these women teach in colleges

for girls. They feel that, to be

effective teachers, they have to

be abreast of the times. The

people of the outside world who
might never have heard of them

or have seen them, now accept

them as capable, industrious,

practical, saintly. They respect

and admire them. They may not

understand their way of life, but

they are not judging that. At
least they know that it works.

The contribution to the commun-

ity by a group of sisters is im-

measurably great.

The unfounded notions of

some writers which have pic-

tured sisters as incarcerated

girls who were practically im-

prisoned by their parents to

keep them on the straight and

narrow path is very untrue. That

they are women disappointed in

love or frustrated in their am-

bitions in life is ridiculous.

The candidates for the convent

are nonnal girls whose earnest

desire is to serve God. They

understand the attractions of the

world, the naturalness of family

and home life. The attractions

of self-directed freedom are sac-

rificed as they are in every way
of life by the majority of girls,

for a desired dedication. What
girl wants to remain free from

responsibility of a vocation in

life ? She would be unhappy

without a definite purpose. It is

natural to serve a cause.

Candidates for the convent,

like all normal human beings,

yearn for love. For them, the

noble love of and for God sur-

passes any earthly love. They

see Christ in His creatures—yet

they serve them only to serve

Him. They know that commun-

ity life and effort is the most

efficient way of furthering a

cause. United action with unity

of leadership accomplishes

things. It has done this for the

Church from its early days.

The call for sisters to direct

and staff hospitals, schools, or-

phanages, old folks’ homes, col-

leges, and to assist the Church

in her other many works of char-

ity is unprecedented. If popu-

larity is a sign of success, the

work of the Sisters is thriving.

There are few superiors in the

country, however, who are not
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forced by increasing calls and

the services of their Sisters to

seek more and more candidates.

That American Catholic girls

are willing to serve is indicated

by the increase of vocations, es-

pecially to the missionary life.

Dedication to the life of the con-

vent is not over-popular. Why?
There are many answers. The

world offers opportunities more

tempting, is one. The habit of

deferring decisions to enter un-

til characters are too rigidly

formed, is another. Whatever the

reason, this fact remains. There

is no life for girls which brings

more peace of soul, greater close-

ness to God, more joy, more love,

more permanent reward.

For the Sister, her family is

the little children who cling to

her shawl, the sick, the sor-

rowful, the noble, the rich, the

poor, the outcast, the unfortu-

nate, the youth and the aged.

Her luxury is the giving up of

riches for queenly poverty. Her
life nowadays is not as rigorous

as you would suppose, but order-

ly and fruitful. Her charity is

for all mankind. Her heart is

for everyone who seeks God, for

she is the spouse of Christ.
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