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CHARITY, A DIVINE LAW FOR THE HUMAN
FAMILY

Address Delivered May 2, 1948

My dear Friends:

A commentator need fear no
contradiction in stating that

strife still exists in our family
of nations. It is evident from
the remarks of the world’s states-

men. As we listen hopefully to

the deliberations at Lake Suc-
cess, we hear with apprehension
that the recent war of weapons
has but given way to a war of

words. And the arc of time’s

pendulum is short between words
and weapons again. Here and
there throughout the world
swords still flash, cannons roar
and bombs still burst. Hate is

pent up behind a dam of war
weariness. And that dam seems
to be cracking more and more
under the strain.

But such strife and hatred at

a world level is not the only ill-

ness of the human race. It is

rather the symptom, the danger
signal of a deeper ailment—

a

cancer with ever-spreading roots.

For as nations make up the hu-
man family at large so do in-

dividual family groups make up
the nation. And they too are
suffering. Many families are

mentally, morally or economically
ill—many of necessity cause like

illness in others. And for the
treatment of this malady no
drug, no operation, no X-ray, no
psycho-therapy will sufiice. Thei

sole remedy lies in the mutuali

love of God and man—the lova

which flows freely and perfectly

between the Father in Heaven'
and His children on earth, be-

tween husband and wife unde?
God, between brother and sister

under God and through their

parents ! In a word the cure i.<:

charity

!

That word “charity” is one
much abused at present. People
have come to think of it in terms
of a dole—cold, legal and cal-

culable in dollars and cents. They
have taken an attribute of char-

ity—relief of human want—and
made it all inclusive of the vir-

tue. They have cast aside the
living note of charity. The real

meaning derived from the Latin
term “caritas,” is not a dole, not
relief—but love ! When we look

at relief of human want in the
light of love of our neighbor we
see an entirely different picture.
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St. Paul brings that picture into

focus when he states : **lf I speak

with the tongues of men, and of

angels, and have not charity, I

am become as sounding brass,

or a tinkling cymbal. And if I

should distribute all my goods

to feed the poor . . . and have

not charity, it profiteth me noth-

ing’’ (I Corinthians 13:1, 3).

Wherefore we feed the hungry,

clothe the naked, shelter the

homeless not because of a poor

law on our statute books, not be-

cause of mere humanitarian and

philanthropy, but because we love

them. Why? Because we love

our neighbors, in truth our

brothers and sisters as created

by the same Father—God.

It is our purpose, however, to

speak of charity in generalities.

We need not go far afield to seek

our neighbor. Since May is ded-

icated to the family it might be

well to examine charity within

the family circle. For one fact is

evident. Seek out a well-adjusted,

happy family—and you find

charity in the hearts and in the

actions of its members. Find an

unhappy and tragic family and

mutual charity is notable only

by its absence.

The Catholic Church has been

complimented of late on her

teachings in science, in sociology

and in economics. And rightly

so. Our society depends on sound

socio-economic and scientific

principles for the well-being of

its component parts, individual

family groups. But more worthy

praise might be given the Church

because of her preservation of a

richer fundamental truth for

family well-being. Through the

teaching of the Apostles, the

Popes and bishops, the saints and

martyrs, one law has been em-

phasized and highlighted. It has

been the sacred trust of the

Church to preserve and foster

the divine law of charity. St.

Paul began to fulfill that trust

early in history. “And now there

remain faith, hope, charity, these

three: but the greatest of these

is charity” (1 Corinthians

13:13). The Church, century by

century, has activated these in-

spired words, the words of

Christ, the Word of God.

Christ’s examples of what He
meant by charity in the family

extend throughout the New
Testament. In His early family

life He gave us a perfect model

of love in a parent-child rela-

tionship. “And he went down

with them, and came to Naza-

reth, and was subject to

them” {Luke 2:51). What a les-

son in these few words. Were

all children to render that obedi-

ence, were all parents able to de-
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mand it, what room would there

be for sin, for vice, for unhap-

piness ?

Or again at the Marriage

Feast of Cana He shows Himself

obedient to the request of His

mother. Yet He had a further

lesson to leave us on the sanctity

of marriage. He did not wish

even a relatively small oversight

to mar the newlyweds' happiness.

Thus he performed His first mir-

acle and changed water into

v/ine. By the one event He sanc-

tified marriage with His pres-

ence; He pointed up obedience;

He smoothed over the first little

trial of embarrassment to bride

and groom.

The Last Supper is a familiar

scene. The Apostles had gath-

ered for their last family dinner.

Even the delinquent, Judas, was
not excluded. The progress of

the meal led to but one end—

a

perfect example of love—of shar-

ing — of unselfishness. For
Christ gave Himself in the Sac-

rament of the Holy Eucharist

—

to His Apostles and to the world.

Could each member of every fam-
ily but give himself or herself in

such an unselfish manner, where
would greed, envy or hate find a

place to dwell ?

All of us have seen in friends

and neighbors at least one shin-

ing example of a happy, whole-

some family. Consider life in

such a group. The young couple

were married in their early twen-

ties—after a courtship long

enough to insure fairly complete

knowledge one of the other. By
a common life—a life of sharing

the bitter and the sweet—their

mutual attraction has been weld-

ed into a lasting love. They live

in moderate circumstances. The
husband has a job which provides

an adequate income if no undue
strain is placed upon their bud-

get. When strain comes, both

make sacrifices till the crisis is

past. They have three children

—a boy of school age, a pre-

school girl, and her infant sister.

The parents are secure in their

understanding of married life.

They know that each has certain

duties and responsibilities—the

husband as a provider, the wife

as homemaker. Both cooperate

in raising their children. They
use leisure time to good advant-

age—their recreation is taken in

common. Each gives thought to

the wishes of the other. The chil-

dren are secure in the warmth
of a happy home. Each parent

and each child feels wanted by
all the other members of the

family. They, too, have their lit-

tle troubles and misunderstand-

ings; but they realize that mar-

riage is a give-and-take propo-
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sition, with emphasis on the giv-

ing and the forgiving. They

don't hold out for their fifty per-

cent of a fifty-fifty contract.

Each tries to be ninety percent

on the giving side. The result

is unselfishness.

Theirs is a religious home also.

Not in lip service but in attend-

ance to religious duties in family

prayer, in education, and above

all, in parental example. Here

is permanence and stability, here

is real security—that elusive

‘Vill-o-the-wisp" which child

psychologists are so constantly

seeking and so seldom finding.

But there is a reason for the

happiness in this home. Lasting

happiness is not a chance occur-

rence. For charity is alive—love

is supreme. Here is real love

—

real devotion. Devotion of wife

to husband, husband to wife, par-

ents to children, and all to God.

They have taken literally the in-

struction before their marriage:

‘‘We are willing to give in pro-

portion as we love. And when

love is perfect the sacrifice is

complete. God so loved the world

that He gave His only begotten

Son; and the Son so loved us

that He gave Himself for our

salvation
!

" (Ritual

:

Instruction

before Marriage).

But side by side with the for-

tunate and happy live the unfor-

tunate and the unhappy. We
might take another family from

your experience and mine—

a

composite family, well disguised

and anonymous. The family we
have in mind is a family of four.

These parents, too, were married

in their early twenties. They

were so sure that it was love at

first sight that they didn't be-

come acquainted really until the

honeymoon was over. The first

child—a boy—^was a novel ex-

perience and they thought their

happiness complete—for a time.

But a child can be a burden and

can place limitations on parents.

The second child, a girl, was defi-

nitely unwanted. She arrived

seven years after her brother. '

While the husband's position was

an excellent one, the family never

seemed to get ahead. Rounds of

entertainment made the money

go out as fast as it came in. The

wife went to work—the children

were placed out of the home dur-

ing the day. Or rather, they

were placed out of the house,

since it can't be termed a “home"

in the real sense of the word.

Arguments before the children

have become constant. The re-

sult has been growing selfish-

ness in those children—the play-

ing off of one parent against the

other. The parents have grown

cold toward each other, harsh
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and resentful toward the chil-

dren.

There is trouble ahead for this

family. Their thoughts, their

actions, their lives are separat-
ing. And the evils now and for
the future can be traced directly

to selfishness—a lack of love—

a

lack of charity. The right word,
the right action, the right sacri-

fice of the husband or wife at the
right time could well unite this

family. But neither seems will-

ing to make the first move. And
so they choose fleeting pleasure
for lasting happiness; heartache
and suffering for peace of mind
and soul.

In our description of charity,
then, we find that it is the love
of God for man and man for
God—the love of neighbor for
the sake of God, the Father of
us all. We have illustrated this
love, and the lack of it, in a gen-
eral way—by family situations.
In the next address we shall con-
sider specific family problems
and their treatment and care by

FOR THE HUMAN FAMILY

charity—charity from within the
home or from outside it. For, as
the study of medicine tells us
that some ailments are self-ter-

minating—so, too, in family
problems some people may effect

a cure themselves. Likewise, as
in bodily illness the doctor’s aid
must be sought quite frequently,

so, too, in many family problems,
the parish priest and Catholic
Social Service may be called on
to help in their solution.

One thought should be upper-
most in our minds. The month
of May has been dedicated to
the family. Each family may
benefit from the care and protec-
tion of our Blessed Lady and of
St. Joseph. But for full and com-
plete happiness, for the perfect
treasure of God’s love, for bless-

ings unbounded to parents and
to children, each family must in
turn make a dedication. For that
family should pattern its fam-
ily life after that of the Holy
Family—should rededicate it-

self to charity.
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Address Delivered May 9, 1948

All of us are interested in

Johnny right now. That interest

extends to all who meet him and

to all who hear his story. Johnny

is eleven. He has curly hair,

flashing dark eyes, an olive com-

plexion and a toothy grin. He

likes to box and to play baseball

and he doesn’t worry much about

school. He’s well known to the

juvenile authorities. For John-

ny’s father fluctuates between

work and the neighborhood bar.

He sees Johnny at rare intervals.

The boy’s stepmother is disil-

lusioned in her marriage. She

refers to Johnny as ‘That imp of

Satan’’ rather than by his Chris-

tian name. Neither parent nor

step-parent spares the rod. Con-

sequently, Johnny spends most of

his time away from the house.

Things came to a head the

other day. Johnny saw to that.

He came to his probation officer

•and asked to stay at the Deten-

tion Home. From previous ex-

perience he decided that he liked

the food, he was treated pretty

well by the supervisors and any-

thing was better than home at

the time. The officer refused

him on the grounds that he had

done nothing wrong. Johnny

wrinkled his brow for a brief

second, picked up a paper weight

from the desk and tossed it

through the window. “There,” he

cried in unison with the crashing

glass, “now you gotta take me.”

Johnny got what he wanted.

This is not an isolated exam-

ple of a wilful and frustrated

child. This is an example of a

child’s attempt to solve a problem

too big for him. This is not an

example of Johnny’s inability to

cope with his problem—he dealt

with it efficiently and with fi-

nesse. This is an example of

family failure—parental discord

—no charity, no love in the

home

!

Our jails and courtrooms are

crowded and crimes are being

multiplied throughout the coun-

try. Divorce is so rampant that

many lawyers are making it their

specialty. All of us know this.

We have our newspapers, our

radios and our motion pictures.

But we are liable to forget some-

thing else. When John Doe

steals, is caught and sent to pris-

on, it is not John Doe alone who

suffers. The suffering stretches

to two families. One is injured

by the theft; and John Doe, too,

is a member of a family. When
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Mary Doe lands in prison for

vagrancy and dope-peddling—she,

does not suffer alone. She has

already affected many families

—her own and others. When a

husband and wife come to the

parting of the ways by legal ac-

tion, it matters not whether the

divorce panders to public sensa-

tionalism or whether it is un-

contested. Both principals suf-

fer. For the ideals of marriage

have been shattered. They have

regarded their union as a civil

contract to be broken at will.

God has been ruled out of it, and
statistics tell us that the vast

majority will try their hands at

a similar contract again—affect-

ing more people—more families.

Unfortunately we—as they

—

may forget the children. These
are the greatest sufferers. They
suffer materially—for no money
settlement can satisfy the lack

of either parent. They suffer

spiritually—for how can they

honor father and mother when
they do not know which one de-

serves the honor? They suffer

morally—for they have idle time
on their hands while the remain-
ing parent tries to earn a liveli-

hood for them. If we grow
troubled over juvenile delinquen-

cy we need only ask the nearest

policeman, the nearest probation

officer or the nearest judge, how

the trouble started. Nine times

out of ten his answer will in-

clude home and parents as con-

tributing causes. It will indicate,

likewise, that the home lacked

love — lacked charity — lacked

God. Rarely do we find godless

parents begetting children of

God. ‘'Even so every good tree

bringeth forth good fruit, and
the evil tree bringeth forth evil

fruit . . . Wherefore by their

fruits you shall know them”
{Matthew 7:17, 20).

Thus marital discord leads to

divorce or separation which, in

turn, leads to delinquency. Catas-

trophic results from small begin-

nings! And the beginnings are

usually small. It is not uncom-
mon to trace a divorce back to a

careless word to the husband who
criticizes his meals, his wife, his

in-laws
; to the wife who is over-

sensitive to slights—real or

imaginary. It may be traced to

the wife who nags; to the hus-

band who feels that liquor helps

him to bear that nagging. From
there it is a short step to argu-

ments, a vicious tongue, cheat-

ing, suspicion, blows, a lawyer, a

court
; hell on earth for children,

and unceasing effort and penance

on earth if hell is to be avoided

by the parents

!

What a different story could

be told if charity kept the hus-
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band's tongue an instrument of

loving speech ; tempered the

wife's over-sensitive nature. How
different if the wife corrected

her own faults before starting

in on those of her husband; if

the husband understood that

moderation applied also to liquor.

Then would the family live safely

and securely in the true happi-«

ness and mutual consolation or-

dained by God for the married

state.

So far we have been consider-

ing family problems which are

self-inducing by those who lack

charity. Yet others there are

which cannot be blamed upon

those who suffer under them.

Poverty, death, disease, inade-

quate housing, unemployment,

and the neglect or cruelty of one

parent alone are a few. Char-

ity can heal these ills also. But

that charitable assistance must

be supplied from outside the fam-

ily circle. As the Church has

preached Christ's Gospel of love

to the hearts of men, likewise

has she extended His mission of

charity to their bodily needs. She

sees Christ in every troubled

soul; in every laden body. She

patterns her pope, her bishops,

her priests, brothers and sisters,

after St. Christopher—makes

them in truth, and in deed,

Christbearers.

The parish priest has long

been a symbol of charity. All

who are faltering under a cross

—

be it human weakness or social

ill—need but beckon and he will

lighten it. Huge expenditures

of funds in relief of human suf-

fering, notable conversions; cru-

sades in behalf of the suffering

masses, make the headlines. But
the daily efforts of the parish

priest are usually known only to

God and are recorded—not as

news, but as an expected fact

—

in the golden tablets of heaven.

The Church has extended her

mission even further. With a

change in our civilization, with

the rapid increase in population

in our country, with shifting

groups, the parish priest alone

cannot reach all the family prob-

lems in his territory. New weap-

ons, new science, new and dan-

gerous philosophy, new unrest,

and the same old devil, bring new
and unfamiliar social problems.

Therefore the Church has had
to specialize. She has built new
hospitals and clinics, new schools,

new orphanages, and has inau-

gurated a system of foster homes.

She has founded Orders for so-

cial work, as witness the Little

Sisters of the Poor, the Helpers

of the Holy Souls, the Sisters of

the Good Shepherd, the Sisters

of Social Service. She has set
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aside priests for graduate study
in social work. Since many prob-

lems are community problems
also, she has set up her programs
of Catholic Charities or Catholic

Social Service. Thus by coordi-

nation at a national, state, and
community level, public and pri-

vate resources can be added to

those of the Church in supplying

charity and loving care to the

families who are dependent for

their future happiness on such
assistance. Through the contri-

butions of the faithful, and
through Community Chest par-

ticipation, the priests and their

co-workers meet the welfare
needs of their people.

The charitable program of the
Church is all-embracing. Its

agency may be called Catholic

Charities, a Catholic Welfare
Bureau, or Catholic Social Ser-
vice; but those services are the
same. It cares for the aged and
the orphaned. It affords medi-
cal and psychiatric help for the
sick. It shelters the homeless.
It provides family or school care
for the dependent or neglected
child. It sees to the spiritual

and material wants of the un-
married mother and watches over
the adoption of her child if she
so desires. It provides family
counselling, child guidance, tem-
porary assistance for needy per-

sons. It protects the predelin-

quent child and helps the de-

linquent to readjust to society.

It attempts to rehabilitate the
hardened criminal and petty of-

|fender. It provides healthful

and wholesome recreation for
children and young adults in its

Catholic Youth Organizations.

But the reason for the exis-

tence of the Church’s welfare
program lies not in its services

but in the way it affords those
services. Its workers are chosen
for their charity, warmth, and
love of neighbor. Their devout
Catholicity ranks in importance
with their professional training,

skill and accomplishment. St.

Paul tells us why. “And if I

should have prophecy and should
know all mysteries, and knowl-
edge . . . and have not charity,
I am nothing” (I Corinthians
13:2). For its philosophy is not
one of mere philanthropy but of
charity. It is not mere love of
man, but the love of man through
God. Therefore its workers do
not give—they share. Our earth-
ly goods and talents are as noth-
ing in the light of heaven. To
whom much is given, from him
much will be expected. On the
day of judgment king and con-
vict, rich man and beggar, sin-

ner and saint will stand before
God with the trappings of earth
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shorn away. Each will be judged

—not on what he had but on

what he shared; not on what he

saved up but on what he gave;

not on what men thought of him

but on what God knows about

him. And his plea for mercy will

be weighed by his charity. For

Christ tells us: “Amen I say to

you, as long as you did it to one

of these my least brethren, you

did it to me’’ {Matthew 25:40).

“Wherefore I say to thee: Many
sins are forgiven her, because

she has loved much’’ {Luke

7-A7).

This is the meaning charity

holds for Catholic social work. It

is not relief in money alone, but

love’s own sharing of earthly

treasure. It is not a cold and

icy technique, not a vaguely hu-

manitarian system with mate-

rialism as a base, but a warm
and friendly spirit affecting

worker and client alike. It is not

a dole with a rigorous hand and

a suspicious eye, but a bounte-

ous and mutual transfer of spir-

itual and temporal blessings

from a neighbor who has, to a

neighbor who has not, for the

love of God who created both. It

is not tempered by justice but by

love!

There are many ills in society.

We have discussed a few. But

the picture need not be a bleak

one. If real charity is given half

a chance it can suffuse and re-

tint that picture with the fire of

love. People are inherently de-

cent; sin and ignorance may
drive charity from their souls

temporarily. If we replace sin

and ignorance we can replace

Johnny—our earlier acquaint-

ance—in a good home. And then,

substituting love for hate, char-

ity for selfishness, the scene in

that home might be more like

this. Johnny’s entire family has

just finished a wonderful din-

ner. For today is Mother’s Day

;

and how better can Mother be

honored than by a family re-

union? Gifts as tokens of love

have been exchanged. The

grandparents have basked in the

reflected love of their children

and their children’s children.

Johnny and his brothers and sis-

ters have decided that no one

could be better than Mother and

Dad and no home could be better

than theirs. If a treat is to be

had, there could be no one they

would rather visit than Grand-

ma and Grandpa. And so at the

end of a perfect day the Grand-

father begins to speak—for him-

self and for all around him

—

“We give thee thanks 0 Lord for

these and all thy gifts which we

have received from thy bounty,

through Christ our Lord. Amen.”



CHARITY AND THE LAY APOSTOLATE

Address Delivered May 16, 1948

My dear Friends:

As we relived the remarkable

events of Holy Week we were

struck by the unselfishness of

Christ. For on Easter Sunday

He arose from the tomb to re-

main forever with the human
race. Before Holy Saturday had

dawned, He had sonsoled the just

from awaiting the fruits of His

atoning sacrifice. On Good Fri-

day He had redeemed the world

by His passion and death. On
Holy Thursday He had given

Himself in Holy Communion.

And all He asks in return from

those who receive Him is that

they keep the law of charity. ‘"A

new commandment I give unto

you : That you love one another,

as I have loved you ... By this

shall all men know that you are

my disciples, if you have love

one for another’’ {John 13:34-

35).

He did not bind the Apostles

alone by this commandment any

more than did He favor them

alone with the Sacrament of His

Body and Blood! For Christians

of all ages were showered with

the untold blessings of Christ’s

perfect love. By the same token

all of them were asked to re-

spond to this favor by their

charity. By so doing they were

to externalize their love of the

Master. Abiding charity would

be in their hearts for Christ

would come to dwell there—and

Christ is love. They would have

the supernatural virtue of char-

ity. But they, like Christ, could

not be selfish. They, too, must

share their spiritual love of

Christ—as He did—^with their

neighbors. And it was to be-

come tangible in good works

—

works of mercy and charity.

In the early days of the

Church these works of charity

were simple—^yet carried out to

perfection. In the Acts of the

Apostles we read ‘‘and the mul-

titude of believers had but one

heart and one soul: neither did

any one say that aught of the

things which he possessed, was
his own : but all things were

common unto them . . . For

neither was there anyone needy

among them” {Acts 4:32, 34).

Later on we hear the pagans of

early Rome exclaim, ''See how
these Christians love one an-

other.” With the growth of the
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Church the charitable works had
to be organized to some degree

—the spirit of charity remain-
ing constant all the while. Thus
the deacons, early in the Chris-

tian era, were detailed to min-
ister to the poor. We are told of

St. Basil establishing the first

hospital by the middle of the

fourth century. Throughout his-

tory thereafter we marvel at the

charitable deeds carried on by
the monasteries of the early and
middle ages. We admire the min-
istrations of St. Charles Bor-
romeo to the sick and needy of

the plague-ridden City of

Milan. St. Vincent de Paul and
the Queen-Saint, Elizabeth of

Hungary, touch a responsive

chord in our sympathy by their

battles against disease, hunger
and crime. The labors of thou-

sands of men and women, con-

secrated to charity, exemplify
the spirit that models itself

after the love of Christ.

And in modern times, were it

not for the lay people who have
taken to themselves and under-

stood the commandment of

Christ—ever ancient, ever new
—the men and women who have

devoted their lives to charity

would fail to meet the needs of

their neighbors. For their needs

are great—and increasing. The
workers trying to meet those so-

cial needs, be their interest re-

ligious or professional, simply
cannot spread themselves far
enough. There are not enough
of them to go around, and each
day has too few hours.

In her wisdom, therefore, the
Church has fostered such groups
as the Saint Vincent de Paul So-
ciety and various Ladies of
Charity Groups at parish levels.

These charitable organizations
may be established in different

dioceses under different names,
but their purposes are the same.
Their task it is to bring warmth
to the home grown cold through
misfortune—love to the heart
grown cold by lack of charity.

They minister, under careful

supervision, to the material and
spiritual needs of families and
individuals who cannot be
reached by the priest or social

worker. No task is too great for

them, no task too small. They
carry out the Great Command-
ment of Christ in a literal sense
by exercising the corporal works
of mercy. For in truth they
feed the hungry, refresh the
thirsty, clothe the naked, shel-

ter the homeless, tend the sick,

visit the imprisoned, and bury
the dead.

We might voice their praises

without end. Let their deeds

speak instead. The following ex-
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amples taken from real life

might show us what they do

and how they do it. George is

an old man, quite crippled. He
passes most of his life in a

dingy basement room. He has a

pension which provides food and
rent, but little else. Three or

four evenings a week he plays

host to a friendly neighbor. His

visitor may be a banker or a

businessman, a lawyer or a la-

borer. He comes usually from a

different part of town. But he

is truly the old man’s neighbor.

For he comes in the spirit of

charity and is united in that

spirit with his brothers under

the Society of St. Vincent de

Paul. He has devoted his off

hours to charity. He does Geo-

rge’s shopping, brings him books

from the library, and takes him
out for a ride once in a while.

On Sundays he sees that George
gets to Mass. The old man is

happy—because of this friend-

ship—the visitor is happy be-

cause of his charity—and so is

Christ Who planted that seed of

love!

Or we may have in mind an-

other family—one with five chil-

dren. The father lost his job,

the mother became ill—both

misfortunes happening at the

same time. The money ran out—^they were not eligible for pub-

lic relief because of residence re-

quirements. The two charitable

societies in this parish heard of

the family’s sorry plight. The
St. Vincent de Paul Society paid

the rent and food bills, and soon

found a new job for the father.

The Ladies of Charity sent milk

and clothing. Moreover, mem-
bers of the group took turns in

caring for the family until the

mother returned from the hos-

pital. The two organizations

went further. The family, beset

by constant financial and world-

ly cares, had grown lax in its

religious duties. The visitors

helped it over the rough spots

by being good listeners and
gentle advisors. Little Matthew
and Joan were baptized. Louise

made her First Communion and
was outfitted for the occasion

from head to toe. The parents

returned to the scaraments.

They are back on their feet

now. They are a family again

—

they live in a real home—they
have a real home life.

Such instances need not be

multiplied. These few but
supply the framework which
your experience and mine may
fill in. We have seen such char-

ity in action. It has a spirit

which lives and breathes, the

spirit of love. This type of

charity is not relief alone; it is
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not casework alone. It is money
plus effort shot through with

love of neighbor. And all for the

love of God. It is the active

participation of lay folk in the

divine command of Christ.

All of us say we are charit-

able. We point as proof of our

words to the receipts from char-

itable drives, to the slice of our

tax dollar which goes to welfare,

to the deductions for charity

allowed on our income tax re-

turns. Too often we think we
have fulfilled the responsibility

of charity, imposed on us by

God, by an outlay of cash. Why
do we give? Because of pres-

sure? because of public opin-

ion? because it’s fashionable?

If so, our motivation is danger-

ous. We are transferring the

spirit of charity from our hearts

to our pocketbooks!

On the credit side of the

ledger I believe that most of us

are sincere in our almsgiving.

We want to help the needy, and
we look on donations as one

means of helping. Yet this

charitable effort—good in itself

—deprives the giver of at least

one blessing. He has the joy of

giving something he owns—his
money; but he misses the joy of

giving from God’s treasure house

—giving of himself. He lacks a

sense of feeling with those who

suffer. For the sufferer would

put in second place the warmth
of clothing. He would value

more highly a personal warmth
of sympathy and understanding

on the part of the giver of that

clothing.

In His memorable parable of

the Good Samaritan, Christ

pointed out the personal touch in

charity. The Samaritan, even as

we, gave money. He paid for

care and lodging for the unfor-

tunate wayfarer. But he carried

personal charity further. He
could also have paid someone

—

an ancient ambulance service,

perhaps—to go back for the suf-

ferer. Yet he got down in the

dust of the road, soiled his

hands and his clothing with the

wounded man’s blood and sweat,

gave rudimentary first aid and

carried the victim to the inn.

And, I feel, that this is the les-

son of love that Christ wishes us

to learn from the gospel story.

The Samaritan, in truth, was
neighbor to him who fell among
robbers.

As Americans our response to

appeals for charity has been re-

markable. At home our social

welfare services are perhaps the

greatest in the world’s history.

Abroad we have shouldered the

world’s ills. But there is another

appeal. And on our response de-
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pends our salvation. It is not an

appeal in dollars and cents but

in charity; not to our purses,

but to our hearts; a demand not

on our goods but on our time. It

is not an appeal to Catholics

alone, but to all the children of

God.

We already give money to

charity. If we give our time—if

we give ourselves we shall be

carrying out the commandment

of Christ. But it’s not all

giving. We can’t give without

receiving. For true love—true

charity—^works both ways. If

we share our love we share in

the love of another—a friend, a

relative, a husband, a wife, a

parent, God. If we give assis-

tance we get back gratitude; if

we lend a helping hand a prayer

helps us over an obstacle; if we
love we are loved. Men or wo-

men, who are fatigued by their

exertions in the office, the fac-

tory or the home, need but go

out now and then among the

poor and needy, and their labors

for charity’s sake will refresh

them. And through it all there

is One who can give without

end—a hundredfold return by

His own word—God Himself.

In retrospect we might recall

that two Sundays ago it was

mentioned that our country is

the hope of the family of na-

tions—a family right now with-

out real charity. In line with

this we might recall also that to

heal the ills of the world we

must start at home. For a doc-

tor begins his medical course

with biology—not with a major

surgery. An architect starts

with the foundation of a build-

ing—not with the roof. A phy-

sicist starts with arithmetic

—

not with the cyclotron. Our na-

tion of families can’t help the

family of nations unless our

families first practice charity at

home. Our families can practice

charity at home when their in-

dividual members first begin to

love one another. And so we

must start a new crusade—not

of blood—but of love. V/e must

enkindle a new flame in our

hearts. And fire, once lit,

spreads easily. It can jump from

heart to heart, from family to

family, from nation to nation

and so back to God. For God has

the final word and ‘'He that

jrveth not, knoweth not God:
•' r God is charity” (1 John 4:8).



THE PURPOSE OF THE CATHOLIC HOUR
(Extract from the address of the late Patrick Cardinal Hayes at the in-
augaral program of the Catholic Hour in the studio of the National
Broadcasting Company, New York City, March 2, 1930.)

Our congratulations and our gratitude are extended to the National
Council of Catholic Men and its officials, and to all who, by their financial
support, have made it possible to use this offer of the National Broad-
casting Company. The heavy expense of managing and financing a
weekly program, its musical numbers, its speakers, the subsequent an-
swering of inquiries, must be met. . . .

This radio hour is for all the people of the United States. To our
fellow-citizens, in this word of dedication, we wish to express a cordial
greeting and, indeed, congratulations. For this radio hour is one of
service to America, which certainly will listen in interestedly, and even
sympathetically, I am sure, to the voice of the ancient Church with its
historic background of all the centuries of the Christian era, and with
Its own notable contribution to the discovery, exploration, foundation
and growth of our glorious country. . . ,

Thus to voice before a vast public the Catholic Church is no light
task. Our prayers will be with those who have that task in hand. We
feel certain that it will have both the good will and the good wishes of
the great majority of our countrymen. Surely, there is no true lover
of our Country who does not eagerly hope for a less worldly, a less
material, and a more spiritual standard among our people.

With good^ will, with kindness and with Christ-like sympathy for
all. this work is inaugurated. So may it continue. So may it be ful-
filled. This word of dedication voices, therefore, the hope that this radio
hour may serve to make known, to explain with the charity of Christ,
our faith, which we love even as we love Christ Himself. May it serve’
to make better understood that faith as it really is~a light revealing
the pathway to heaven: a strength, and a power divine through Christ;
pardoning our sins, elevating, consecrating our common every-day duties
and joys, bringing not only justice but gladness and peace to our search-
ing and questioning hearts.
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“Prophets and Kings: Great Scenes, Great Lines,” by Rev. James M. Gillis, C.S.P..



96 pasres and cover. Single copy, 30c postpaid
; 5 or more, 25c each. In quantities $13.75

per 100.
“Peace, the Fruit of Justice,” by Rt. Rev. Msgr. Fulton J. Sheen, 64 pages and

cover. Single copy, 20 postpaid ; 5 or more, 15c? each. In quantities $9.00 per 100.
“1930—Memories—1940”—The addresses delivered in the Tenth Anniversary Broad-

c^t of the Catholic Hour on March 3. 1940, together with congratulatory messages and
editorials, 80 pages and cover. Single copy, 30c postpaid ; 5 or more, 25c each. In quan-
tities, $12.75 per 100.

“What Kind of a World Do You Want,” by Rev. Wilfrid Parsons, S.J., 40 pages and
cover. Single copy, 20c postpaid; 5 or more, 15c each. In quantities, $8.00 per 100.

“The Life and Personality of Christ,” by Rev. Herbert F. Gallagher, O.F.M. 48 pagesand cover. Single copy, 20c postpaid; 5 or more, 15c each. In quantities, $8.00 per 100

•A
Smith, 40 pages and cover. Single copy, 20c post-

paid ; 5 or more, 15c each. In quantities, $8.00 per 100.

OA
Bezinninff,” by Rev Arthur J. Sawkins, 40 pages and cover. Single copy,

20c postpaid ; 5 or more, 15c each. In quantities, $8.00 per 100.
“America and the Catholic Church,” by Rev John J. Walde, 48 pages and cover

20c postpaid; 5 or more, 15c each. In quantities, $8.00 per 100.The Social Crisis and Christian Patriotism,” by Rev. Dr. John F. Cronin, S.S. 40pages and cover, ^ngle copy, 20c postpaid; 5 or more, 15c each. In quantities, $8.00 per* 100
Missionary Responsibility,” by the Most Rev. Richard J. Cushing, D.D.. LL D 32

per^OO^”^
cover. Single copy, 15c postpaid; 5 or more, 10c each. In quantities, $7.50

“Crucial Questions,” by Rev. James M. Gillis, C.S.P., 64 pages and cover. Single
postpaid; 5 or more. 15c each. In quantities $9.00 per 100.

A .
Guilt,” by Rt. Rev. Msgr. Fulton J. Sheen of the Catholic University ofAmerica, 196 pages and cover. Single copy, 60c postpaid; 5 or more, 50c each In

quantities, $22.75 per 100.
“The Purposes of Our Eucharistic Sacrifice,” by Rev. Gerald T. Baskfield STD

32 pag^ and cover Single copy, 20c postpaid ; 5 or more, 15c each. In quantities. $8 00per 100.
“The Case for Conscience,” by Rev. Thomas Smith Sullivan, O.M.I. S.T.D.. 32 pages

postpaid ; 5 or more. 10c each. In quantities, $7.50 per 100.The Catholic Notion of Faith,” by Rev. Thomas N. 0*Kane. 40 pages and cover
postpaid; 5 or more, 15c each. In quantities. $8.00 per 100

Freedom Defended,” by Rev. John F. Cronin, S.S., Ph.D., 32 pages and cover. Single
Postpaid ; 5 or more, 10c each. In quantities, $7.50 per 100.

The Rights of the Oppressed,” by Rt. Rev. Msgr. Martin J. O^Connor. 40 pages and
® postpaid ; 5 or more, 15c each. In quantities, $8.00 per 100The Practical Aspects of Patrotism,” by Rev. George Johnson. Ph.D. 40 pages and

postpaid ; 5 or more, 15c each. In quantities, $8.00 per 100.“What Is Wrong and How to Set It Right,” by Rev. James M. Gillis, C.S.P., 80 pagesand ^cover. Single cop^ 20c postpaid; 5 or more. 15c each. In quantities, 10.75 per 100.
Feace, by Rt. Rev. Msgr. Fulton J. Sheen, 160 pages and cover. Single copy

more, 30c each. In quantities, $19.50 per 100.
Christian Heroism,” by Rev. Robert J. Slavin, O.P., 64 pages and cover. Single
An 5 more, 20c each. In quantities, $9.00 per 100.A Report to Mothers and Fathers,” by Rev. William A. Maguire ChaplainArmy, and Rev. Christopher E. O’Hara, Chaplain, U. S. Navy, 24 pages and

Single copy, 20c postpaid ; 5 or more, 15c each. In quantities, $8.00 per 100The Liturgy and the Laity,” by Rev. William J. Lallou, 32 pages and
7®^ postpaid; 5 or more. 15c each. In quantities $8.00 per 100

The Catholic Interpretation of Culture,” by Rev. Vincent Lloyd-Russell, 40
and cover. Single copy, 20c postpaid ; 5 or more, 15c each. In quantities, $8.50 per 100.

Conquering With Christ,” by Rev. John J. Walde, 48 pages and cover. Single
PPsl^Paid; 5 or more, 20c each. In quantities, $9.00 per 100.The Victory of the Just,” by Rev. John F. Cronin, S.S.. 40 pages and cover.

postpaid ; 5 or more, 15cf each. In quantities, $9.00 per 100.
Thoughts for a Troubled Time,” by Rev. John Carter Smyth. C.S.P., 32 pages and

postpaid; 5 or more, 10c each. In quantities. $7.50 per 100.We Are the Children of God,” by Rev. Leonard Feeney, S.J., 32 pages and cover.
Single copy. 15c postpaid; 5 or more, 10c each. In quantities. $7.50 per 100.

Justice.” by Rev. Ignatius Smith, O.P., 32 pages and cover. Single copy, 20c
postpaid ; 5 or ftiore. 15c each. In quantities, $8.00 per 100.

“The Crisis in Christendom.” by Rt. Rev. Msgr. Fulton J. Sheen. 112 pages and
Single copy, 35c postpaid ; 5 or more. 30c each. In quantities. $17.50 per 100.The Christian Family.” by Rev. Dr. Edgar Schmiedeler. O.S.B.. 32 pages and cover.

Single copy. 20c postpaid; 5 or more. 15c each. In quantities, $8.00 per 100.
“Social Regeneration,” by Rev. Wilfrid Parsons, S.J., 24 pages and cover. Single

copy. 20c postpaid ; 5 or more, 15c each. In quantities. $8,00 per 100.
Report to the Mothers and Fathers,” by Catholic Chaplains of the Army

and Navy. 48 pages and cover. Single copy, 25c postpaid ; 5 or more, 20c each. In
quantities, $9.75 per 100.

“Sainthood, the Universal Vocation,” by Rt. Rev. Msgr. Ambrose J. Burke, 24 pages
and ^^ver. Single copy. 20c postpaid; 5 or more, 15c each. In quantities. $8.00 per 100.

“The Path of Duty,*' by Rev. John F. Cronin, S.S., 40 pages and cover. Single
copy, 20c postpaid ; 5 or more, 15c each. In quantities. $9.00 per 100.

“The Church in Action,” by Rev. Alphonse Schwitalla, S.J., Rev. Paul Tanner, Rev.

U, S.
cov jr.

cover.

pages



William A. O’Connor, Rt. Rev. Janies T. O’Dowd, Very Rev. John J. McClafferty, Rev.
Dr. Charles A. Hart, Very Rev. George J. Collins, C.S.Sp., Rev. John La Farge. S.J^
and Rev. Lawrence F. Schott, 64 pages and cover. Single copy, 25c postpaid; 6 or more,
20c each. In quantities, $10.00 per 100.

“The Foundation of Peace.” by Rev. T. L. Bouscaren, S.J., 32 pages and cover.
Single copy^ 20c postpaid; 5 or more, 15c each. In quantities. $9.00 per 100.

*'Human Plans are Not Enough,” by Rev John Carter Smyth, C.S.P., 32 pages ano
cover. Single copy, 20c postpaid ; 5 or more, 15c each. In quantities, $9.00 per 100.

“One Lord: One World,” by Rt. Rev. Msgr. Fulton J. Sheen, 100 pages and cover,
single copy, 30c postpaid; 5 or more, 25c each. In quantities, $15.00.

“The Catholic Layman and Modern Problems,” by O’Neill, Woodlock, Shuster, Mat-
thews, Manion and Agar, 68 pages and cover. Single copy 25c postpaid; 5 or more,
20c each. In quantities, $10.50 per 100.

“God,” by Rev. Richard Ginder, 36 pages and cover. Single copy, 20c postpaid

;

5 or more 15c each. In quantities, $8.75 per 100.

“The Moral Law,” by Rev. T. L. Bouscaren, S.J., 32 pages and cover. Single cover,
20c postpaid ; 5 or more, 15c each. In quantities. $8.00 per 100.

“The Sacramental System,” by Rt. Rev. Msgr. Ambrose J. Burke, 40 pages and cover.
Single copy, 20c postpaid; 5 or more, 15c each. In quantities, $9.50 per 100.

“Concerning Prayer,” by Rev. John Carter Smyth, C.S.P., 36 pages and cover.
Single copy, 20c postpaid ; 5 or more, 15c each. In quantities, $8.75 per 100.

“You,” by Rt. Rev. Msgr. Fulton J. Sheen, 104 pages and cover. Single copy, SOc
postpaid ; 5 or more, 25c each. In quantities, $15.00 per 100.

“Problems of the Postwar World,” by George N. Shuster, Richard Pattee, Frank
Sheed, Fulton Oursler, G. Howland Shaw, William Hard, Rev. Timothy J. Mulvey, O.M.I.,
128 pages and cover. Single copy 40c postpaid; 5 or more, 30c each. In quantities’,
$19.50 per 100.

“Saints For The Times,” by Rev. Thomas J. McCarthy, 48 pages and cover. Single
copy 25c postpaid ; 5 or more, 20c each. In quantities, $10.00 per 100.

“Do We Need Christ?” by Rev. Robert I. Gannon, S.J., 40 pages and cover. Single
oopy, 20c postpaid ; 5 or more, 15c each. In quantities, $9.50 per 100.

“Happiness and Order,” by Rev. Robert Slavin, O.P.. 48 pages and cover. Single
oopy, 25c postpaid ; 5 or more, 20c each. In quantities, $10.00 per 100.

“Love On Pilgrimage,” by Rt. Rev. Msgr. Fulton J. Sheen, 96 pages and cover.
Single copy. 30c postpaid ; 5 or more 25c each. In quantities, $13.75 per 100.

“Hail, Holy^ Queen,” by Rev. J. Hugh O’Donnell, C.S.C., 48 pages and cover. Single
copy, 25 postpaid

; 5 or more, 20c each. In quantities, $10.00 per 100.
“'The Road Ahead,” by Fulton Oursler, G. Howland Shaw, Neil MacNeil, Dr. George

F. Donovan and Thomas H. Mahony, 112 pages and cover. Single copy, 35c postpaid;
5 or more, SOc each. In quantities, $17.50 per 100.

“Christ The King And The Social Encyclicals,” by Rev. Benjamin L. Masse, S.J., 32
pages and cover. Single copy, 20c postpaid; 5 or more, 15c each In quantities, $8.00
per 100.

“The Catholic School In American Life,” by Rt. Rev. Msgr. T. James McNamara
40 pages and cover. Single copy, 20c postpaid; 6 or more, 15c each. In quantities
$8.50 per 100.

“Advent: Souvenir or Promise,” by Rev. John J. Dougherty, 48 pages and cover.
Single copy, 25e postpaid; 5 or more, 20c each. In quantities $9.75 per 100.

“The Eastern Rites,” by Rev. Alexander Beaton, S.A. and Rev. Canisius Kiniry, S.A
24 pages and cover. Single copy, 20c postpaid; 5 or more, 15c each. In Quantities,
$8.00 per 100.

“America, Morality, And The United Nations,” by Rev. John McCarthy. 32 pages
and cover. Single copy, 20c postpaid; 6 or more, 16c each. In quantities, $8.00 per 100.

Light Your Lamps,” by Rt. Rev. Msgr. Fulton J. Sheen, 128 pages and cover. Single
copy, 40c, postpaid; 5 or more, 30c each. In quantities. $19.50 per 100.

’“The Family In Focus,” by Rev Joseph Manton, CJSS.R. 32 pages and cover.
Single copy, 20c postpaid ; 6 or more, l'6c each. In quantities, $8.00 per 100.

The American Way,” by Mr. Justice Matthew F. McGuire, 24 pages and cover.
Single copy, 20c postpaid; 5 or more 15c each. In quantities, $8.00 per 100.

The Chuwh and Labor,” by Louis F. Budenz. 48 pages and cover. Single copy
25c postp^d ; 6 or more 20c each. In quantities, $10.00 per 100.

The Church in Rural Life,” by Rt. Rev. Monsignor Leo J. Steck. 32 pages and cover.
20c postpaid ; 5 or more 15c each. In quantities, $8,00 per 100.

Joseph P. McGlinchey, Rt. Rev. Leo M. Byrnes, Archbishop
Mitty and Bishop McDonnell. 24 pages and cover. Single copy 20c postpaid; 6 or
more, 15e each. In quantities, $8.00 per 100.

*The Stable And The Star,” by Rev. Jbseph Manton, C.SS.R., 32 pages and cover.
postpaid; 5 or more. 15c each. In quantities. $8.00 per 100.

Marriage and the Home,” by the Rev. Edmond D. Benard. 32 pages and cover.
postpaid ; 5 or more. 15c each. In quantities, $8.00 per 100.

The Defenses of Peace,” by Rev. Wilfrid J. Parsons, S.J. 32 pages and cover.
Single copy, 20c postpaid; 5 or more 15c each. In quantities. $8.00 per 100.

The Church in Rural Life,” by Rt. Rev. Monsignor Leo J. Steck. 32 pages and cover.
Single copy, 20c postpaid; 5 or more 15c each. In quantities, $8.00 per 100.

stable And The Star,” by Rev. Joseph Manton, C.SS.R., 32 pages and cover.
Single copy, 20c postpaid ; 6 or more. 15c each. In quantities, $8.00 per 100.



“The Modem Soul in Search of God,” by the Rt. Rev. Msgr. Fulton J. Sheen.

?no
cover. Single copy 35c postpaid ; 6 or more, 30c each. In quantities, $17.60

104
per

“Religion And Economic Life,” by the Rev. Benjamin L. Masse, S.J., 40 pages and
cover. Single copy, 20c postpaid; 5 or more, 15c each. In quantities $9.50 per hundred.

(Complete list of 129 pamphlets to one address in U. S.. $21.50 postpaid. Price to
Canada and Foreign Countries, $26.50 payable in U. S. dollars.)

Address: OUR SUNDAY VrSITOR, Huntington, Indiano
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