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YOUTH ASKS ABOUT RELIGION

Talk given on August 3, 1947

It might be possible to prove

that youth is the least under-

stood age of man. The very

young and the very old seem to

live in worlds of their own, and

the lives of mature men and

women in most cases follow a

pattern. It is what goes on in

the minds of people on the

threshold of maturity that holds

the mystery. Let someone say

that he “just cannot understand

this new generation,” and he is

admitting that he does not know
how young minds think, imply-

ing that they do not. It is not

only that young people are con-

fused about themselves, but per-

haps the greatest confusion ex-

ists in the minds of those who
are trying to understand them.

It does nothing to help solve the

riddle to consider people of col-
*

lege -age sometimes as boys and

girls who are old enough to go

to college, and sometimes as men
and women who are young

enough to be still in school.

Those who are far enough re-

moved from their lives are apt

to think that they live in the

continual sunshine of dates and

parties and athletic events, with

only the occasional cloud of ex-

amination and the seasonal

storms of final exams. But those

of us who have the privilege of

working with college students,

who are given their confidence

and know their heartaches, come

to learn that young minds have a

great capacity for worry, and

realize how important it is to

try to straighten out their tan-

gled ideas; and for us there is

no doubt that their agile minds

are seeking the correct answers

to many questions.

If a poll were taken among col-

lege students to learn what topics

are most popular in their talks

together, the answer would most

certainly be: sex and religion.

Youth asks about religion, and

talks about it, whether he came

from a home where religion

formed a great part of his life,

or whether he came from an en-

vironment where it was some-

thing to be scoffed at and to be

found only in the lives of his

neighbors. Youth always asks

about religion because as he ad-

vances in the acquirement of

learning, he is rightly taught to

be sanely critical. In every de-

partment of scientific knowledge,

he is taught to adopt a “showr
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me” attitude, and it is natural

that he should submit religion

to the same critical test. The
unfortunate thing is that he so

often receives an entirely false

or completely inadequate answer.

There seem to be two chief

reasons why so many students

leave secular colleges with an

antipathy towards religion. One
is that when he has earnestly

sought an answer to his question

about religion, he has been given

an answer that would not satisfy

a reasonable mind. And the oth-

er reason, in many cases, is that

there was a lack of sufficient

moral courage in facing facts. It

is foreign to our nature to easily

admit guilt, and this is an im-

portant factor in the apparent

loss of faith in so many of our

young people. In pre-adolescent

years it is not difficult to accept

the notion of God and all that

religion stands for—but as youth
becomes aware of very real temp-
tations, it becomes easier to

deny the unseen God than to

admit guilt and strive to change
his life. In both cases, the argu-

ment for religion seems to have

failed.

Strange as it may seem, it

is often the most enquiring

young mind today that finds the

most confusion. For example,

a student in a secular institution

of higher learning may walk
R

through the portals of a building

over which are inscribed in stone

the following words: “Religion,

morality and knowledge, being

necessary to good government

and the happiness of mankind,

schools and the means of educa-

tion r shall forever be encour-

aged/'* and he may enter a

classroom in the same building

to hear a professor say that re-

ligion is outmoded, and the be-

liefs of his fathers but a remnant

of ancient superstition. What is

he to believe? His common sense

tells him that if there is such a

thing as morality, there must be

a proper basis for it, and yet his

professor of psychology may tell

him that he does not possess a

free will and therefore, he is not

accountable for his actions.

When one young man in such a

course arose to ask the profes-

sor if it meant failure in the

course if he had a free will^ he

was told that it was only neces-

sary for him to forget his free

will for three periods a week and

everything would be all right ! It

certainly does nothing to solve

the confusion in the student's

mind to have men who are expert

* Inscription over Angell Hall at

the University of Michigan.
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in their own fields, speak as ora-

cles on the subject of religion, of

which they know little or noth-

ing. It is not unusual for the

student to feel a constant unrest

and sense of futility about life in

general. He has already begun

to learn by experience that the

attainment of certain goals that

he thought would lead to happi-

ness have left much to be de-

sired, and he wonders why. A1J

of his training is aimed at mak-

ing him self-sufficient, and he

learns to construe any depend-

ence upon another as a sign of

weakness; so he logically as-

sumes that even to rely on God

would be a weakness rather than

absolute necessity following the

very fact of his creation.

Let us suppose that an en-

quiring young man comes to the

conclusion that he has an im-

mortal soul and that God does

exist, and therefore, he should

make an earnest effort to find out

just what religion is, and what

part it should play in his life. Is

it possible for him to be satisfied

with the answer that religion is

only a philosophy of life, and

that it does not really matter

how he serves God? He has a

right to a more direct and truth-

ful answer than that religion is

merely a philosophy of life, or a

rule of conduct, or some sort of

organization to which good liv-

ing people are supposed to be-

long. As long as it is left as

something that no one really un-

derstands, or is so poorly defined

that even atheistic communism
will fit the definition, what won-

der is it that he chooses to

leave it alone and casts about for

some other means of establishing

a rule for his life? As long as

religion is presented to him as

something sentimental and es-

sentially emotional, he can put

it aside and try to be happy with-

out it. But if he can be shown
that it is as reasonable as any-

thing he can find in a science

book, he is more apt to strive to

see what it means, and what
effect it will have upon his pres-

ent and future life. It is so im-

portant for him to be given the

right answer because he is at a

stage in his life when he is learn-

ing reasonable answers for every

other question, and he will not

be content with less in the mat-

ter of religion. The thinking

youth is not a crowd-follower,

and many a man has aspired to

an idealism in his youth that he

never attained in his more ma-

ture life, and the reason that he

lowered his sights may well have

been that he was never given the
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proper reasons for pursuing his

lofty ideals. It takes courage to

fight a long battle, and such

courage can be born only of con-

viction. Give the youth the right

answer, let him see that it is

reasonable, and he will work to

find for himself the conclusions

that flow from it.

When the query is made

:

“What is religion?” youth will

accept the simple and entirely

reasonable reply that religion is

the bond that exists between

man and God. Give him to un-

derstand that the term religion

indicates the relationship be-

tween man and God—just as the

term friendship stands for defi-

nite relationship between men,

and the term love for the rela-

tionship between husband and

wife, or parent and child—he can

understand that a disobedient

and ungrateful son is a sorry

spectacle, because there he can

see the great love of a father

being set aside by a foolish boy

—and he can just as easily come

to see that if God loves him there

is a definite obligation for him

to return that love, and so re-

ligion can no longer be for him

something that he can take or

leave alone, as he chooses. If he

opens a text-book on religion and

finds religion defined as “a sys-

tem of truths, laws and practices

which man recognizes and

observes in paying worship to

God”*—he may learn for the

first time that freedom of re-

ligion does not mean exactly

what he thought it did. If there

are “truths, laws, and practices”

concerned in this matter of wor-

shipping God, and if they have

been revealed to man by God,

then man is not free at all in

determining what to do to wor-

ship God and give Him a proper

place in his life. He learns that

freedom of religion can only

mean that each man is free to

worship according to his con-

science, but he must still use the

intellect that God has given him

to search out the way that God

wants to be served, which is an-

other way of saying that it is not

sufficient to give God what we
are pleased to give Him, but we
must give to God what God has

said He wants.
4

*Dr. Paul Glenn’s “Apologetics,”
published by B. Herder, 1932.



YOUTH ASKS ABOUT FAITH
Talk given on August 10, 1947

One of the most famous stor-

age-rooms in the world is Fib-

ber McGee's “hall closet." The

familiar crash that always at-

tends its opening has delighted

millions of people time and time

again, because everybody owns

one. It may be a piano bench, or

a dresser drawer, or a small

boy's pocket—but everyone has

a catch-all for odds and ends.

No one knows precisely what is

in it, but its contents are things

that just might come in handy

sometime, and its owner would

always be embarrassed if it were

suddenly opened and the con-

tents spilled out. For some rea-

son, chiefly because of a lack of

understanding, many of our

young people today think of faith

as a sort of intellectual “hall

closet," where odds and ends of

things that cannot be accepted

by a reasonable person are stored

away, just in case that they

might be true. There is no

doubt that many students in our

secular colleges completely di-

vorce reason and faith, and think

that they have nothing to do

with each other. It has never

occurred to them that faith in

God is very much akin to con-

fidence in man and that both are

valid means of acquiring knowl-

edge. I am supposed to believe

that the student who walks into

the office is John Smith and that

he comes from Kalamazoo, sim-

ply because he says so, and I am
expected to believe this just as

completely as I accept the fact

that he has blue eyes and is

wearing a sports jacket—but he

cannot understand why anyone

should be expected to believe in

the Blessed Trinity, simply be-

cause Christ said so, even though

the testimony of Christ has been

accepted by reasonable men for

nearly two thousand years.

The mystery in the mind of

the student who asks about Faith

concerns itself with what the

term means, and why it should

be so important. For the term

itself, he has only to open Web-
ster's dictionary to find it de-

fined, according to Roman Cath-

olic theology, as : “A supernatur-

al virtue by which one believes

on the authority of God Himself,

all that God has revealed or pro-

poses through the Church for

belief." So divine Faith is the

holding of some truth as ab-

solutely certain because God,

Who can neither deceive nor be

deceived, has spoken it. It is not
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merely a feeling or a suspicion

or an opinion, but a firm, unshak-

able adherence of the mind to a

truth re-vealed by God. There is

a story told about a man who
was strapped in an electric

chair; he was about to die, and

when he was asked if there was

anything that he would like to

say before the switch was

thrown, he replied, “Yeah. In a

few minutes, I’ll know what

youse guys are guessing about.”

If anyone is guessing about God,

or the truths of eternity, then

he does not have faith. A few

months ago a young woman stu-

dent made the interesting state-

ment that there was nothing

wrong with her faith, because

she believed "practically every-

thing^ that the Church teaches.

I wonder if she would have felt

complimented if someone would

tell her that he trusted her in

almost everything. We either

have confidence in a person, or

we do not—we either believe in

all that God has revealed, or we
do not 'have faith.

One of the great barriers to

the modern youth's acceptance

of Faith, is that he too often re-

gards it as something which

would stifle his freedom of

thought. It is true that there is

a certain line that he cannot

pass in the investigation of the

truths of faith, but that does

not mean that his intellect is

hobbled. Once a man is con-

vinced that the message he re-

ceives is from the one who is

supposed to have sent it, and that

he has a true copy, then he can-

not question the message itself

without questioning the truth-

fulness of the sender. So if he

should be convinced that God

Himself revealed something to

him, and he may make every

sort of enquiry to prove that to

himself—then he may not ques-

tion its truthfulness without of-

fering insult to God. Believing

in the Divinity of Christ, and

being completely convinced that

He revealed the mystery of the

Blessed Trinity, there can be no

further question in his mind

about the truth of the doctrine

concerning the Trinity without

offering insult to Christ Him-

self.

When the student asks about

the meaning of faith, he often

does so in a manner that im-

plies that it is something to be

ashamed of in this scientific

age. As a matter of fact, reason

and faith go hand in hand

in learning supernatural truth.

Even- though divine faith is a

gift frojn God which enables us
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to accept Him and all that He
has revealed, nevertheless, it is

reason which leads us to it. Rea-

son alone is not sufficient to en-

able me to embrace all that God

has revealed but it does tell me
that the acceptance of the pro-

posed doctrine will not do vio-

lence to my intellect : reason can-

not always make me understand

the “how” of a truth, but it can

satisfy my mind that God re-

vealed this truth and therefeve,

it must be so. Reason might bo

said to have about the same re-

lation to Divine Faith that it

has to human love. Students ac-

cept this comparison because
K

practically every one of them

has had to listen to a friend

singing the praises of someone

with whom he was in love, until

he himself becomes quite anxious

to meet her. The result of that

meeting is very apt to be sum-

med up by the well-considered

opinion; “Well, she seems to be a

nice girl, but I fail to see what

he finds to rave about.” He fails

to see because that mysterious

thing called love is affecting one

and not the other. His powers

of observation are functioning,

but one concludes that he is not

“sold” on her. In just such a

way, one may use his intellect to

examine revealed truths, without

ever having his will moved to

want to make the revelation his

own. Divine Faith is not merely

an assent of the mind; it is also

an act of a loving will influ-

enced by God's grace. Arguments

can lead a person to admit a

fact that he had previously de-

nied, only if he can be shown

with a sort of “twisting his

arm” argument that he was very

evidently wrong. In arguing

about material things, or the

laws of nature, one proceeds

from the question to the an-

swer on a bridge made up of

arguments from reason, or prac-

tical demonstrations, that are so

evident that they cannot be de-

nied. In the discussion of su-

pernatural truths the same meth-

od is used, except that there is

always a gap between the final

argument or demonstration and

the conclusion, and this gap must

be filled in by faith. Sometimes

it is a very narrow little gap,

such as might be in an intelli-

gent man's mind about the ex-

istence of God—and sometimes

it stretches for quite a distance,

as in the acceptance of the

Blessed Trinity, or any of the

other supernatural mysteries

that have been revealed by God.

In some cases, all that the in-

tellect can do is show that the
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doctrine has certainly been re-

vealed by God. It is at this

point that Divine Faith, as a

gift of God, comes into the pic-

ture. Here is where the powers

of the intellect come to the end

of the line, and the will takes

over. One might say that the

helping Hand of God is stretched

out to help the favored one over

the gap, and it is up to him

whether or not he has confidence

enough to grasp it. I remember

a professor of philosophy tell-

ing us in class that faith is “a

genuflection of the will”—mean-

ing that unless the will bows

down and humbly accepts the

help of God, it would never be

possible to complete the journey

and arrive at the full acceptance

of Divine Revelation.

If it were not for this gap in

the bridge, our acceptance of

revealed truths would not be a

meritorious act because it would

not require any true submission

at all. If I should tell a student

that I have a red, white and blue

fountain pen in my pocket, and

he is willing to believe it because

I say so, then he is compliment-

ing me on my truthfulness, and

that is pleasing to me. And if

he should tell a friend about this

unusual pen that I have and in-

sist that it is true, simply be-

cause I have told him so, he

would be pleasing me every time

that I knew that he repeated the

story. But if he should insist

on seeing the pen before he will

believe it, then he is doubting

my word, and when I take the

pen out of my pocket to show it

to him, I destroy his ability to

please me in this particular in-

stance—he then merely accepts

a fact because it has been proven

to him, and that item of knowl-

edge that he has come to accept

as true means nothing to me. In

like manner, when I say God is

a trinity of persons, I do not

ask in this life to see and to un-

derstand how He can be one God

and at the same time three dis-

tinct persons. I believe simply

because by historical arguments

or proofs I am certain that God

has revealed this doctrine, and

because He said it is so, I believe

and know it is so. Many a stu-

dent who questions the necessity

of faith as the first essential for

pleasing God, has never stopped

to think that faith belongs ex-

clusively to this life. He will

sit right straight up in his chair

when he is told that there are no

atheists in hell, and that no one

in heaven believes in God—and

yet this is true. And after his

first surprise at the apparent
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contradiction, he can see that he

must agree that if there is a

hell, the souls who are there

must be very much aware of

God; and that all the souls in

heaven are actually in God’s

Presence. And he will further

agree that there is a vast dif-

ference between the soul in hell

cursing a God whose existence

he cannot deny, and the living

man accepting God and Divine

revelation. The soul in hell

knows something that he cannot

contradict, the living man pos-

sesses faith.

r'

*

/



YOUTH ASKS ABOUT THE CHURCH
Talk given on August 17, 1947

'^Shortly before the close of the

recent semester, one of the stu-

dents stopped by the rectory

with a problem. It seems that

he had been attending a movie

with some of his pals, and the

news reel showed a scene at St.

Peter's in Rome, where the Holy

Father was being carried in on

an ornate chair; he was clothed

in a rich cope and wore the triple

crown which is the symbol of his

office. Apparently nothing was

said about it at the time, but

the incident touched off a great

argument when the boys got

back to their dormitory. And the

problem of my young friend was

to try to explain to the non-Cath-

olic students that there was no

inconsistency between the mag-

nificence of that scene and the

known poverty of Christ and His

Apostles. His friends argued

that if the Pope is the successor

of St. Peter, then all the splen-

did trappings were out of place

;

and they went on further to con-

tend that they could accept the

teachings of Christ without

benefit of any organized Church,

and that all the money spent on

the erection and adornment of

Churches could better have been

given to the poor. This, of

course, led to a pretty thorough

going over of the entire mission

and structure of the Church, and

my young friend felt that he

hadn't done a very good job of

explaining his position as a

Catholic and wanted to know
where he failed. As a matter of

fact, he did a pretty good job

with the question of why
churches are built, because he

reasoned that God has given man
dominion over all material

things, and the highest use to

which they could be put would

be the service of God. He re-

membered that pagan people,

without any revelation from God,

had erected magnificent temples

;

and he was able to point out to

the boys that the Temple of

Solomon wasn't exactly accord-

ing to God's own plan. But he

felt that he had failed in trying

to show how the Church as it

exists today carries out the plan

of Christ for our salvation.

He might have found a simple

illustration by considering the

difference between a rose-bud

and a rose. If one had never

seen a rosebud, he would be

quite impressed with the first

one that he saw ; and should

he see it again after it was
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full blown, he might have diffi-

culty in believing that it was the

same object. But it would not

be so hard to show him that

while some things have changed

in the bud, there is no essential

difference between it and the

rose in full bloom, and that the

little bud had come to a new

beauty through a progressive de-

velopment. And so the Church

today is no different Li essen-

tials than it was when it was

founded by Christ on His Apos-

tles, but it has merely developed

under the inspiration of the Holy

Ghost. In the history of God’s

relations with man, it could be

pointed out that He has never

used extraordinary means to

bring men to Himself when the

ordinary would suffice, and so

the splendid church buildings,

with their stained glass win-

dows, and the organ music, and

the liturgy of the Sacraments,

and the vestments of the priest

all are the ordinary means that

man uses to make it easier to

pray to God. Like the unfolding

of the rose, the development of

the Church was a process that

was intended from the begin-

ning, and it would have been

far more strange if it had not

occurred.

In their discussion of the

Church, it seems that the boys

considered it from every angle,

and the Catholic student found

himself confronted with three

chief objections: in the first

place, his friends argued that

they were doing just as good

a job with their lives as if they

went to church, and they stoutly

maintained that they were just

as good as the people who are

always going to church. My
young friend scored here be-

cause he pointed out to them

that being “good” does not mean

just avoiding positive evil, but

that to be really good

,

one must

fulfill the purpose of his exist-

ence—and if God wanted man to

worship Him, in Church and ac-

cording to the teaching of the

Church which Christ had estab-

lished, then one could not be

really good unless that were ac-

complished. The second objec-

tion that they were agreed on

was that the Church seems to

stand between man and God, and

that could not be good. They

had neglected to consider that

some things are separators, and

some things are binders—each

stands between two ends, but one

is intended to be an insulator,

and the other is planned to draw

the ends closer together and to

insure that they are not sep^
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arated. And on this point it Is

strange how often someone will

speak of the Church as standing

between man and God when the

individual wants to do some-

thing that is forbidden by the

Church. It is not too difficult

for the young man or woman to

see the reasonableness of the

Church as long as its laws do

not infringe on his “freedom”

—or shall we better call it li-

cense—but when, for example,

he wants to marry a divorced

person, then suddenly the

Church begins to stand between

God and him. The third objec-

tion that was raised is that since

there is still so much trouble in

the world, after nearly two thou-

sand years of the existence of

the Church, then it has failed in

its mission and no one needs to

bother about it any more, and the

sooner we begin to look for some

other means of bringing peace

to men, the better off we will be.

This objection always comes up

when people are confused in

their minds about the reason for

the establishment of the Church.

It is true that the Church does

teach the principles of social

justice, as a part of its mis-

sion, but the real reason for the

founding of the Church was not

to begin some sort of glorified

social agency that would occupy

itself exclusively with righting

wrongs among men, but Christ

established His Church to be a

means of salvation for men. It

is the first function of the

Church to bring to men the

teachings of Christ and to ad-

minister the Sacraments. The

Church should certainly strive

to bring peace among men, but

the real purpose of its exist-

ence is to bring peace first be-

tween man and God and to lead

man to his only real and lasting

home, which is heaven.

As the evening wore along,

the hardest question that was

proposed to my young friend was

to explain the authority of the

Church. It stood as a condem-

nation to say that the Church

is authoritarian because that

seemed to imply that to belong

to the Church is to sacrifice one's

freedom. No one likes to accept

authority, and this is especially

true of the young. Older peo-

ple who have been battling along

with the world's problems for a

while, sometimes welcome some-

one else taking over—but not

youth. He wants to think things

out for himself and to feel that

he is his own master. In the

discussion no one stopped to

think that much of the unhap-
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piness in the world comes from

the insecurity that follows the

absence of authority. If I sin-

cerely want to please someone,

and there are before me a num-

ber of tasks that might be done

to please him—then to be told

which one he wants me to do is

not destroying freedom, but it is

directing my activity with cer-

tainty. If someone would inter-

fere with what I knew to be the

will of the one whom I want to

please, then, and only then,

would my freedom be curtailed.

But since the only freedom that

I really want is to do the will of

God, and if He has appointed

someone to tell me what He
wants me to do, how can that

destroy my freedom? A teacher

in the classroom has authority

vested in her, and when she

leaves the room pandemonium is

apt to reign. Anyone who would

dare to assume authority would

be squelched. But if she ap-

points a moderator before she

leaves, she has left her authority

in someone. Christ possessed

authority in His own right and

Scripture tells us that He spoke

“.
.

.

with authority and power'

'

(Luke 4:36). His people had ac-

cepted the law of Moses, and ac-

cepted Moses as the lawgiver,

but Christ was not afraid to

say: “Moses, by reason of the

hardness of your hearts, permit-

ted you to put away your wives;

but it was not so from the begin-

ning. And I say to you . .

.”
If

Christ had ascended into heaven

without leaving His authority to

anyone, then all authority of any

Church is assumed, and rightful-

ly resented. But what did He
mean when He said to His Apos-

tles: “As the Father has sent

me, I also send you”? (John 20-

21). It could only have meant

that He was leaving His author-

ity in the Church and that this

authority was to continue was

assured when He said : “And be-

hold, I am with you all days,

even to the consummation of the

world.”

Well, all this rehashing with

my young friend of the students'

discussion about the Church

made one thing very evident to

us, and that is that youth is

interested in the Church or he

would not be so anxious to talk

about it. And it also pointed out

pretty clearly that most of the

criticism leveled against the

Church isn't a condemnation of

the teachings of the Church at

all, but simply a rejection of

what uninformed people think

that the Church teaches.
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Talk given on August 21, 1947

No other institution is more

exclusively concerned with the

future than the college and the

university. It is true that gram-

mar schools and high schools

also have as their chief function

the preparation for the future,

but in our American way of life,

the attendance at these schools

is considered a part of the child’s

normal development. Not every-

one is expected to go to college,

and the time and money that is

expended for a college education

can only be considered an invest-

ment for the future. If it were

absolutely certain that the world

would come to an end in two

years, it is very probable that

the children would be still

kept in school, but our colleges

would be empty. And that is

why the student in college is so

concerned about the future.

Youth wants to be able to dream
dreams that are not nightmares,

and he has a pretty tough time

doing that if he reads the daily

papers. There are a lot of ex-

GI’s in school these days who
have their uniforms neatly

stored away, and their service

ribbons and battle-stars in a lit-

tle box in the top dresser drawer

in their rooms at home, and they

want to keep on thinking of them

as souvenirs. If they could only

be sure that they would never

have to wear them ag^jn, they

could have' their dreams and

work with confidence to make

them come true. But when men
who are wiser than they in the

affairs of the world give up

wondering whether or not there

will be a war, and start guessing

howT long it w7
ill be before it is

a reality, it becomes increasingly

difficult to prepare for the fu-

ture. And their own experience

has taught them that if there

is another war, there will be pre-

cious few pamphlets dropped,

and probably not many bombs

—

because it won’t take very many,

not of the kind that men now

make. When they turn aside

from their books to glance at the

daily paper, and see there the re-

peated stories of the atom bomb

and the bacterial warfare and

supersonic planes, it is not very

easy to get back at the studies

that are supposed to pay off in

four or five years.

When youth asks about the fu-

ture, he is not too much dis-

turbed about knowing that na-

tions are finding it hard to

agree, but he does ask what the
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leaders of nations are doing

about it. It is small consola-

tion for him to be told that some

strong nations are going to make

it impossible for other nations to

ever fight again—he would be

much more reassured if he could

be told that all nations were

cooperating in their plans so

that no nation would ever want

to fight again. And when he is

told that the UN, or some sort

of a World Court is going to

make his future secure, he can-

not help having the feeling that

there is something missing in

the picture that is needed to

make the plans 'work. And all

the plans that men devise to

bring peace into the world are

doomed to failure when they

leave out the important consider-

ation of man's relationship to

God. If it were not for this all-

important factor, then the fu-

ture world would be black indeed.

But no matter how chaotic the

affairs of men may become, God

is still serene in His Heaven,

and there is no reason for any-

one being discouraged, especially

in the matter of his personal

future. Some years ago, I drove

a friend of mine to the airport

so that he might take a plane for

a distant city. It was a very

bad morning with an overcast

sky, and it was with considerable

misgiving that I saw him leave.

In a few days however, there

came a letter from him saying

that as soon as they cleared the

overcast, they rode all the way to

their destination in the light of

a clear winter sun. All the

trouble had been on the ground,

and though clouds and rains may
spoil good times and often make
serious trouble for men, they

have never been known to affect

the sun. God is more unchange-

able than the sun that He made
and all the trouble in which we
find ourselves, is right here on

the ground.

It is the constant teaching of

the Church that man is made for

God and that the State exists

for the individual and not the

individual for the State, and so

in its basic teaching, it is op-

posed to every form of totalitar-

ian government, whether it be

Nazism, or Fascism, or Commu-
nism. The pictures that came

out of the torture camps of

Buchenwald were not pleasant to

see, but according to the teach-

ing of the Church, every body

in those horrible piles had be-

longed to a man who was just

as precious in the sight of God

as the general of any army, and

as long as he retained conscious-



22 YOUTH AND THE CHURCH

ness, he was able to fulfill the

purpose of his existence, though

surely not in the way that he

would have chosen. There is no

such thing as a “Forgotten

man” in the sight of God—it is

only men who forget men.

So when youth asks about the

future, he can be given a cheer-

ful answer only if he is willing

to consider his whole life, giving

its own importance to both the

present and the future. Maybe

things do look pretty black right

now for a peaceful world, but it

is still possible for men to begin

considering each other as chil-

dren of God and then peace

would be -assured. But even if

they fail to do that, the pres-

ent is all-important because

wherever I find myself there is

a job to be done, and if that job

happens to be doing the neces-

sary studying to get a degree,

then God can best be served by

doing that as well as possible.

Have you ever stood on a street
*

corner and watched traffic pile up

into a snarl because some car

made a wrong turn? The worse

the jam, the more difficult it is

to see what is causing it, as long

as you remain standing on the

corner. But if you could just

run upstairs in some building

and look at the same scene from

a third story window, the

chances are that you could see

immediately what was causing

the tangle. And if we would

try to look at some of the

troubles of our lives from “Up-

stairs"—if we would just try a

little harder to see the confusion

in the world as it appears to

God, and as it will appear in the

light of eternity, there would be

no reason for despair, but every

reason for joyfully trying to

live as perfectly as possible the

time that has been allotted to

us. If one is determined to do

the will of God and to be always

faithful to whatever task is set

before him, he is making sure

of the success of his future.

In the tragedy of Hamlet,

when Polonius bade farewell to

his son Laertes, he gave him a

great deal of sound advice for

his future, and concluded his list

of precepts by saying, “This

above all: to thine ownself be

true, and it must follow, as the

night the day, thou canst not

then be false to any man" (Act

I, Scene HI). It is good advice,

but only when one understands

what is meant by being true to

one's self, and when a sufficient

reason is given for the faithful-

ness. The advice to be true to

yourself is trite and meaningless
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unless you understand what it

means. It means that one lives

his life without compromise with

evil—that one never talks him-

self into violating his con-

science; and that he acts always

as he knows he should, without

regard for the cost. The idea

of being true to one's self in its

best meaning is that one should

always live in conformity to his

most noble ideals, and that no

matter in what environment he

finds himself, he will be able to

control the circumstances, rather

than let them control him.

During the war I met a man
who was in a service school aft-

er spending fourteen months in

the South Pacific. He told me
that the greatest trial that he

had had to bear was that he had

not been able to assist at Mass
or receive the Sacraments for

about nine months. As an ex-

ample of the type of conditions

under which they were living,

he told me that on one occasion,

a Marine Chaplain was flown in

to say Mass for them and before

he left, he gave my friend a,

handful of rosaries to be dis-

tributed to the Catholic boys. He
left them on the table next to

his cot overnight, and the next

morning all that was left of them

was the chains—the rats that in-

fested his sleeping quarters had

taken a liking to the beads and

had eaten them! But the re-

markable thing about his story

is that he had found a little place

in the jungle that reminded him

of a painting of the “Agony in

the Garden" that was on the wall

in his church back home—and

on Sundays, he used to slip

away to that spot and recite his

rosary, and read the epistle and

gospel for the day. And that

story, better than anything else

that I could say, illustrates what

is meant by being true to one's

self in the very best sense. There

is no medal on that man's chest

today for his devotion to his

ideals, but the ordeal finished,

he knows in his own heart that

he was able to control the cir-

cumstances that for many must

have been a reason for sinking

to a lower level.
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Talk given on August 31, 1947

A friend of mine who is a doc-

tor once told me about helping

two men prepare for a trip

through Mexico and Central

America into South America.

They were going to travel by

automobile, and it was very defi-

nitely a trip of exploration. The

doctor helped them to prepare

by giving them the necessary

“shots” to ward off tropical dis-

ease, and he also gave them a

short instruction in first aid.

During the course of this prep-

aration, they told him that they

were looking for a third man to

accompany them on their jour-

ney, but that they were having

difficulty in finding the right

man. When he asked them what

sort of a man they were looking

for, they gave him a long list of

necessary qualifications, includ-

ing the items that he would have

to be of good health; that he

must have the right kind of a

disposition ;
would have to be

able to contribute his share of

the investment necessary ;
and

that his interest in the project

would have to match theirs.

When my friend remarked that

he thought that they were being

quite particular in their choice

pf a companion, they answered

in unison : Why, Doctor, we
may have to live with this man
for two years!”

The story always comes to my
mind when I open the door of

the rectory to admit two young

people who are planning to get

married. Anyone who has had

very much to do with helping

young people knows how identi-

cally this scene repeats itself

—

there is something about such a

couple when they walk in for

the first time, that they do not

even need to tell the nature of

their errand. The visit is of tre-

mendous importance for them,

but they could have saved them-

selves the worry of how they

were going to get the conversa-

tion started, because that “some-

thing” tells all about their prob-

lem as they walk into the room.

In these days, unfortunately, too

many actually “just want to get

married” and they are not think-

ing in terms of starting a home.

All of the qualifications that each

should possess for such an im-

portant venture are buried under

the all-important “We love each

other,” and the future is sup-

posed to take care of itself. The

two men in the story were so

careful because they might have
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to keep their companion with

them for as much as two years<

but many young people are will-

ing to enter into a contract that

by its very nature will last un-

til death, which may be fifty

years away, and all that they

think is necessary is that each

one wants to marry the other. -

Sometimes it does happen that

a young man or woman drops

into the rectory to talk about

marriage in a serious way, and

all of the questions could be

boiled down to the simple query

:

“What chance do I have of be-

ing happy in this marriage ?” If

there is a newspaper in the room

and it can be seen out of the cor-

ner of your eye, it is pretty dif-

ficult to give an optimistic an-

swer, because the chances are

that one will see story after

story of divorce and broken mar-

riage, and in every account,

there will be listed the foolish
i

and selfish reasons that caused

the failures. The best answer is

the question : “Why do you want

to get married to this particular

person?” And it is really amaz-

ing to hear some of the answers.

They are always intended as

compliments, but when a young

woman gives the answer that it

is because he is so fine, and good,

and that he is just the type of

man that she has always hoped

that she would be able to marry,

she is in reality giving a list of

very selfish reasons, and none

of them really would justify the

marriage. On one occasion, just

one, a student gave the perfect

answer when she said: “Because

I think that I can make him

happy.” It was the perfect rea-

son because it was so unselfish,

and if all she would ever demand

of marriage would be the chance

of making her partner happy

J

there could be no failure. Every-

one agrees that love must be the
J

basis of a happy marriage, but

it is not often enough under-

stood that love is essentially un-

selfish, and that it is always

based on “giving” and never on

“getting.” It would be a strange *

thing indeed, to find the story

of a man or. woman who was

seeking to have a marriage set

aside because he felt that he

had not been able to live up to

his part of the agreement, but

every story of a broken marriage

carries the accusation that the

other person had failed to give

to the one who considered him-

self wronged, what he felt that

he had the right to expect.

Great efforts are being made

these days to acquaint young

people with the idea of marriage,
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and whenever special courses or

marriage clinics are advertised

for college students the response

is so great that usually some

method of limiting attendance

has to be devised. And there is

no doubt that much good does

follow a practical consideration

of the difficulties that may be

encountered in the married state.

As a rule, it is not so much what

is said that causes these courses

to be harmful, but what is left

unsaid. In most cases, the pre-

sumption is that marriage is a

man-made arrangement, and

that as a result of trial and error

it seems best for our particular

form of civilization that one

man and one woman should live

together, as long as they find

happiness in their union. And
it is further presumed that since

man has made the rules for mar-

riage, he may also make what-

ever exceptions are necessary to

insure the happiness of the per-

sons involved. What is com-

pletely ignored is that God is the

Author of marriage, and that

He is the One who makes the

rules. According to His plan,

marriage is a vocation and has

as its first purpose the establish-

ment of a home and the founding

of a family. It is this plan of

God that demands that there be

the union of one man and one

woman, and that this union be

broken only by death. Upon no

other foundation can a happy

and lasting marriage be estab-

lished.

One of the duties of a priest

who is preparing a couple for

marriage is to give them some

instructive talk about it. And it

is customary to divide the talk

into two sections, considering

marriage first as a contract, ex-

plaining here the rights and

duties that each acquires; and

then speaking of it as a Sacra-

ment, to recall the purpose that

Christ had in raising matrimony

to the .dignity of a Sacrament,

and to point out the graces that

accompany it. The first part is

not very easy or pleasant to give,

because it is necessary to speak

of the moral laws that govern

marriage and the priest knows

very well that law alone will

never insure the happiness of

any marriage. But the Church

is very anxious that no one

should undertake the obligations

of the married state without

knowing precisely what these ob-

ligations are, and so the priest

must face a couple who are very

much in love with each other and

suggest the possibility of dif-

ficulties in their life together,
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and point out how they are to be

solved according to the moral

law. It is much easier for him

to speak of marriage as a Sac-

rament, because here he can tell

of the helps that Christ has

planned for them by way of

sacramental graces. He reminds

them of what they learned in

their catechism lessons years be-

fore—that the special helps that

flow from the Sacrament are the

graces that they will need to bear

with each other's weaknesses and

to bring up their children in the

fear and love of God. Here there

is no closing of eyes to real

facts—it is recognized that nei-

ther is getting a saint for a life-

partner, but a human being who
may have more than his share

of faults. And the significant

thing that they learn is that the

grace of the Sacrament is not

to reform the., other, but to en-

able each to bear with those

faults. Just as a sun-glass is

able to gather the rays of the

sun and concentrate the very

mild rays into a burning inten-

sity, so marriage sometimes has

a tendency to magnify rather

harmless faults into crimes that

break up a union; and one of

the sacramental graces of the

Sacrament of matrimony is to

enable the partners to keep a

proper perspective, and to avoid

seeing imperfections as mali-

cious attempts to bring unhappi-
*

ness into married life. And it is

important for them to remember

that the other special grace is to

enable them to bring up their

children in the fear and love of

God. This of course presumes

that they are entering marriage

in order to establish a home and

to have a family.

What answer then, is to be

given to the young couple who
walk in hand in hand and ask

about marriage. If they “just

want to get married" and haven't

given a thought to anything be-

yond a brief honeymoon, then it

is a kindness to tell them that

no matter how much they love

each other, they won't be able

to “let the rest of the world go

by" for very long, and they are

due for a rude awakening. But

if they have thought about the

future and are concerned about

establishing a home and having

a family, then it is easy to re-

assure them and to tell them to

disregard all that they have

heard and have read in the news-

papers about unhappy mar-

riages, because Christ Himself

anticipated their plans and has

arranged to give them all the

special help that they will need

through the Sacrament that they

are to receive.
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; 5 or more. 15c each. In quantities, $8.00 per 100.

“Uncje George And Uncle Malachy Return/* by the Rev. Urban Nagle, O.P. 32
pages and cover. Single copy, 20c postpaid ; 5 or more, 15a each. In quantities, $8.00
per 100.

“The Continuation of the Holy Gospel/* by the Rt. Rev. Msgr. John J. Reilly. 24
pages and cover. Single copy 20c postpaid ; 5 or more, 15c each. In quantities, $8.00
per 100.

“Why Religion?*’ by the Rev. Dr. Edward J. O’Brien. 32 pages and cover. Single
copy 20c postpaidj 5 or more, 15c each. In quantities, $8.00 per 100.

“Realities of Life,” by Rev. Vincent Holden, C.S.P. 32 pages and cover. Single
copy 20c postpaid; 5 or more, 15c each. In quantities, $8.00 per 100.



“Four Men And The Man/' by the Rev. Thomas E. O'Connell. 32 pages and covey
finale copy 20c postpaid ; 5 or more, 15c each. In quantities, $8.00 per 100.

“The Five Unknown Sacraments/' by the Rt. Rev. Msgr. Arthur J. Sawkins. 32
pages and cover. Sin(gle copy 20c, postpaid ; 5 or more, 15c each. In quantities, $8.00 per 100.

*

“The Miracles of Christ/' by the Rev. Edmond D. Benard, 24 pages and cover.
Single copy, 20c postpaid ; 5 or more, 15c each. In quantities, $8.00 per 100.

“It’s Easy To Pray," by Rev. Paul G. Corbett, O.P. 32 pages and cover. Single copy,
20c postpaid ; 5 or more, 15c each. In quantities, $9.50 per 100.

“Some Modern Scandals," by Rev. John J. Coffey, O.S.A. 32 pages and cover.
Single copy, 20c postpaid ,* 5 or more, 15c each. In quantities, $9.50 per 100.

“Remaking America,” by Chaplain Francis L. Sampson. 32 pages and cover.
Single cony. 20c nostnaid : 5 or more. 15c each. In quantities, $9.50 per 100.

“Youth and the Church,” by the Rev. Francis J. McPhillips. 32 pages and cover.
Single copy 20c postpaid ; 5 or more, 15c each. In quantities, $9.50 per 100.
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