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GOD IS OUR FATHER

My child, it is growing dark,

Soon it will be time for sleep.

You have been a good child today.

Mother loves you and God loves you.

God is glad when you are good.

I must tell you about God.

He is our Father in Heaven.

He watches over us all day and all night.

He is kind and loving.

He wants us to love Him.

He wants us to be good children.

Then some day we shall go to see Him in Heaven.

Tonight you are very tired.

You have been playing all day.

God has been with you.

He has taken care of you.

He will always love you.

Let us say, Thank You, dear God, for taking care

of me today.

I want to know You better.

I want to love You.
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THE SIGN OF THE CROSS

It is morning, dear. Another day has come.

Last night we thanked God for taking care of us all day.

Now we must say Thank You again.

We must thank Him for His care all through the night.

It is easy to talk to God. People call it praying.

When we pray we make the sign of the Cross.

When we are afraid of anything we make the sign of

the Cross.

When we go to sleep at night we make the sign of the

Cross.

When we open our eyes in the morning we make the

sign of the Cross.

Give me your right hand, dear.

I will help you make the sign of the Cross.

I will help you say the words:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghost, Amen.
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THREE PERSONS IN ONE GOD

There are many things to learn about God.

No one on earth knows all about Him.

As long as you live you will find out new things about

Him.

Every day you will learn more about Him.

Every day you will love Him more.

There is one thing about Him that is very strange,

It cannot be understood by any one.

It is this : There are three Persons in God.

They are the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.

The Father is God.

The Son is God.

The Holy Ghost is God.

Yet there is only one God.

Now let us learn this little prayer:

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to

the Holy Ghost,

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

World without end, Amen.
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THE ANGELS
Look at this beautiful picture. It is a picture of an Angel.
God made the Angels. He made them beautiful.

God and the Angels live in a place called Heaven.
Some of the Angels grew tired of being good.
They did not mind God. God had to send them away.
So He made a place for them.
It is a place of ugliness called Hell.

These bad angels are called devils.

They do not want us to mind God.
They want us to sin so that we shall not go to Heaven.
Now, God loves us very much.
He wants us to be good. He wants us to go to Heaven.
He has given each one of us a good Angel.
This good Angel guards us day and night.

We should love our Guardian Angel.
We should talk to him often.

Let us learn this little prayer:

Angel of God, my guardian dear,

To whom God’s love entrusts me here,

Ever this day be at my side

To watch and guard, to rule and guide.
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God is our Father in Heaven.

He has always lived and He always will live.

God made the world.

He made the animals and the birds.

He made the fishes and the creeping things.

He made the trees and the flowers.

He made the sun and the moon and the stars.

He made the rivers and the seas and the lakes.

They were very beautiful.

He made them out of nothing.

Only God could do that.

Isn’t that wonderful, my child?

God made all those beautiful things out of nothing.

Let us think about it.

Let us say, Thank You, God,

For making this big, beautiful world.
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MAN

After God made the world and all the other
beautiful things

He said, Let us make man.

Then He did a very wonderful thing.

He took some earth and shaped it like a man.

Then He gave him a soul.

God called the man Adam.

He made Adam a little less beautiful than the Angels.

God made him master over all earthly things.

He was above all other things because he had a soul.

The soul lives forever.

Animals do not have souls that will live forever.

They do not know about God.

WOMAN

God loved Adam.

He wanted him to be happy.

God thought it was not good for Adam to be alone.

He wanted to give him a helper.

Then He put Adam to sleep.

He took a rib from Adam’s side.

Out of it He made a woman.

God called her Eve.

He brought her to Adam.
Adam was glad to have Eve for his helper.

Adam and Eve were our first parents.

God made them with His own hands.

They were very good and happy.
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THE GARDEN

Adam and Eve lived in the garden of Eden.

It was a very beautiful garden.

God told them where to find food.

Then He pointed to one tree.

Do not eat the fruit of that tree, He said.

For a while Adam and Eve were good.

They were very, very happy.

Flowers bloomed at their feet.

Birds sang in the trees.

God came and talked to them often.

They loved to talk to God.

He was so kind to them.

He was their loving Father.

He is our loving Father, too.
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THE FIRST MISTAKE

The devil saw Adam and Eve in the garden.

He did not like to see them so happy.

One day he changed himself into a snake.

He went to Eve and said, Why do you not eat

the fruit of that tree?

God told us not to, she said.

Then the devil laughed at her.

(You know he hates God. He tries to make
everyone disobey Him.)

Eve did not like to be laughed at.

The devil said to her, Go and eat the fruit of

that free.

It will make you very smart.

Poor Eve ! I wish she had not listened to the devil.

I wish she had said, Go away, you ugly thing!

But Eve made a big mistake.

She did not send the devil away.

She listened to him.

She went over to the tree.

She took the fruit in her hand.

She tasted it.

Then she gave it to Adam.

He tasted it too.

Poor Adam!
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THE FEAR OF GOD
Very soon Adam and Eve heard God’s voice.

On other days they had run to meet Him.

On that day they were afraid.

They knew they had sinned.

They knew that God was angry.

They hid behind bushes.

That was a silly thing to do.

No one can hide from God.

He sees everything we do.

He said to Adam, Why did you disobey Me?
Adam said, Eve gave me the fruit and I ate it.

Then God said to them, You must leave this

lovely garden.

You have sinned.

You and your children must suffer for it.

You must work hard.

Sorrow and pain will come to you.

Death will come to you.
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GOD’S PROMISE

God drove Adam and Eve from the garden.

Then He closed the gate.

He placed an Angel before the gate.

The Angel held a flaming sword in his hand.

Adam and Eve could not go back.

How sad they were!

Their sin had caused all the sorrow that would
come to God’s beautiful world.

I think Eve cried.

God still loved Adam and Eve.

They were His children.

He felt sorry for them.

Some day, He said, another woman will come.

She will obey Me.

She willv crush the ugly head of the snake.

She will bring joy to the world.

She will be the mother of the Saviour.

The Saviour will be My Son.

He will suffer very, very much.

He will atone for the sins of the world.

•

He will open the gates of Heaven.
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CAIN AND ABEL

After a while Adam and Eve had two sons.

Their names were Cain and Abel.

One day they had a fight.

Cain killed his brother Abel.

What a big sin that was!

God punished Cain.

He sent him away from his home.

Adam and Eve were sad.

Eve said to Adam, God told us we should suffer

for our sins.
'

They knew that because they had disobeyed God
it was hard for their children to be good.

All of us are born with the sin of Adam on
our souls.

It is called “original” (first) sin.

It is taken away when we are baptised.

NOE

After a time Adam and Eve had another son.

They named him Seth.

He was a good man and his children were good.

Cain, his brother, was always bad.

His children were bad, too.

By and by the world was full of bad people.

There was one man who was good and God
loved him.
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He was of the family of Seth.

His name was Noe.

God told Noe to build a big ship (ark) and go
into it.

Noe took his three sons and their wives with him.

He took two of each of the animals and birds and beasts.

Then God sent a rain storm.

It lasted for forty days and forty nights.

It rained so much that all the people were drowned.

All the animals were drowned, too.

Only the people and the animals and the birds

on the ark were saved.

God sent the storm because the people were so bad.

They did not love God.

They did not pray to Him.

They did not mind Him.

THE TOWER OF BABEL
When the storm was over Noe thanked God.

Soon the land was dry.

Then he and his children came out of the ship.

All the animals and birds and beasts came too.

After many years the world was full of people again.

For a while they were good.

By and by they began to get bad.

They had learned to do many wonderful things.

They thought they were very smart.

They became very proud.

We will build a tower that will be as high as

heaven, they said.

They started to build it.

God punished them in a new way.

He made them talk strangely.

They could not tell what their friends were saying.
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They could not help one another.

They were just like strangers then.

They stopped working on the Tower of Babel.

They went to far away lands.

MOSES

Noe had three sons.

Their names were Shem, Ham and Japhet.

From Shem’s family came a man named Abraham.

He was a good man.

God told .him that from . his family the • Saviour - -

would come.

Many of the people forgot about God.

They grew tired of praying for the Saviour to come.

They made images and worshipped them.

That made the good people sad.

At that time there lived a man named Moses.

Moses was a good man.

He was a leader of men.

One day God gave him two great stones.

Upon them were written the ten commandments.

They were ten rules for being good.

Moses taught them to the people.

Some day you will learn them.

God wants you to know them and to keep them.

One of them says that we must obey father and
mother.

God has promised great blessings to children
that obey.
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THE ANGEL GABRIEL

Many, many years went by.

The time for the Saviour came.

God chose Mary to be the

mother of the Saviour.

Mary was pure and holy.

She had never, never sinned.

She was the wife of St. Joseph.

One day, as she was praying, a
bright light shone about her.

She saw the Angel Gabriel. .

Hail (Mary) full of grace, the

Lord is with thee;

Blessed art thou among women, he said.

Mary was very humble. She was afraid.

Then the Angel said, Don’t be afraid, Mary.

God wants you to be the mother of His Son.

Mary said, I will obey God.

I will be His hand-maid.

I will do as He says.

Then the Angel Gabriel smiled and went back

to Heaven.

MARY’S VISIT

Mary’s heart was full of joy.

Mary said, I will go to see my Cousin Elizabeth.

I will give her some of my happiness.

When Elizabeth opened her door and saw Mary

standing there, a strange thing happened.

Elizabeth said to Mary, Blessed art thou among
women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb.



The Holy Ghost had told Elizabeth about the

Holy Child that was coming to Mary.

Wasn’t that wonderful?

Mary was so happy that she began to sing.

She sang a beautiful song.

It has some big words in it but some day you
will learn it.

All the people shall call me blessed.

That is part of her song.

It is true. Every day we call her blessed.

Every day we say the prayer she loves.

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee :

Blessed art thou among women and blessed is

the fruit of Thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary,

Mother of God, pray for us sinners now
and at the hour of our death, Amen.

JOHN
Mary stayed with Elizabeth for a long time.

She helped Elizabeth with her work.

She was kind and sweet to her.

Soon St. Elizabeth’s baby came.

He was named John.

When he was a man he baptized Jesus.

That’s why we call him St. John the Baptist.

About the time that St. Elizabeth’s baby came Mary
went to her home in Nazareth.

She had to get ready for the Baby that was coming to

her.

In those days mothers could not go to the shops and buy

cloth.

They had to make it at home.

Mary had to spin flax into threads.
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Then she had to weave it into wide bands to wrap
around her baby.

She had to weave soft, little woolly blankets to

keep Him warm, too.

How Mary must have loved getting ready for Jesus

!

Some day Jesus will come to you.

You must get ready for Him now.

Ask Holy Mary, Mother of God, to help you.

BETHLEHEM
The days passed very quickly.

Soon Mary’s baby clothes were all made.

Soon the Baby Jesus would come.

How Mary longed for Him to come!

Your mother longed for you to come, too.

Most mothers try to be like the mother of Jesus.

That’s why we love our mothers so much.

That’s why we obey them always.

Well, about that time the ruler of the land sent
a letter to all the people.

It said that everyone should go to the nearest city.

Everyone should write his name in a big book.

It was a long way to Bethlehem.

Mary was very tired but she obeyed the law.

We must go at once, she said to St. Joseph.

Mary made a little bundle of the baby clothes.

She gave it to St. Joseph to carry for her.

She closed all the windows of her little house.

Then she closed the door.

They walked and walked and walked.

Poor, sweet, tired, little mother, I love you so!

You were always doing the will of God.

You did not think of yourself at all.

You were like an angel—so beautiful and good.
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THE FIRST CHRISTMAS

By and by Mary and Joseph came to Bethlehem.

Mary was very tired after her long trip.

St. Joseph told her to sit down and rest.

He went from house to house asking for a place for her

to stay.

No, we have no room, said each one of them.

Then St. Joseph went to the inn.

He wished so much that Mary could have a good,

clean bed in which to rest.

No, we have no room, said the innkeeper.

How sadly St. Joseph must have told Mary that!

They walked slowly back to the hills.

At last they found a cave in the side of a hill.

There in the cave Mary lay down to sleep.

She was humble and poor.

I think she said, Thank you, God, for my straw

bed.

I am so tired tonight.

About midnight Mary heard Angels singing.

A beautiful light shone about her.

There beside her was a little Baby Boy.

It was Jesus, the Saviour.

That was the first Christmas.
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THE BIRTHDAY SONG
At that time shepherds were watching their flocks of

sheep on the hillside.

All at once they heard sweet music.

They looked up and saw Angels.

The Angels were singing a beautiful song.

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace
to men of good will, they sang.

The shepherds were poor, humble men.

They had not gone to school.

They did not know many things.

They were like little children.

When they saw the Angels they were afraid.

Don’t be afraid, the biggest Angel said.

We bring you good, glad news.

Joy has come to the world.

Today the Saviour is born.

You will find Him lying in a manger.
The shepherds looked at one another.

Can this be the Promised One? they said.

Let us go and see.
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THE SHEPHERDS

The Angels went singing back to Heaven.

The shepherds got up from their knees.

In the distance they saw a beautiful light.

They followed it and found a cave in the hillside.

It was a stable where animals came at night to

sleep.

There in the manger lay the Saviour.

He was wrapped in the white linen bands that Mary had
made with her own, sweet hands.

Mary and Joseph were kneeling beside the manger.

A light from Heaven filled the stable.

The animals gazed in wide-eyed wonder.

Their big, warm bodies helped to heat the cave.

They warmed the Baby Jesus with their breath.

The shepherds knelt at the feet of Jesus.

They adored the new-born King.

They gave Him their little soft, white, woolly
lambs.

Because He wished to be like other babies, Jesus did not
speak to them.

If He had, I think He would have said, The gift

I want is you.

Child, give Me your heart.

Let us play that we are the shepherds.

Each time that we go into the church let us go
quietly to the altar.

Let us give ourselves to Jesus.

Let us say to Him, Little Jesus, I am all Yours.

Keep me always near You.
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JESUS

The shepherds went back to their flocks.

They were filled with joy.

They told everyone they met the good, glad news.
Christ, the Saviour, the Promised One, has come, they

said.

Everybody was glad.

On the eighth day St. Joseph gave the Child His name.
He named Him “Jesus.”
That is the name He had been called by the

Angel.
Whenever we hear the Holy Name of Jesus we bow our

heads.
It is the very sweetest of all names.
Jesus’ birthday and the day on which He was named are

Holydays.
Everyone goes to church on those days.
They are happy days of prayer and joy and feasting.

The Holy ChJd Jesus with His great love brings
joy to the world each Christmas.

He brings peace to people of good will.

To be of good will means to be kind.

Let us think kind thoughts. Let us say kind words.
Let us do kind deeds. Then we shall have peace.
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THE RICH KINGS

In a far away land to the East there lived three

wise men.
They were rich kings.
They knew a great deal about the holy books.
The books told them that it was about time for the

Saviour to be born.

One night they saw a beautiful star in the sky.

It was not like other stars.

It was very bright and beautiful.

It seemed to hang low in the sky.

It seemed to speak to them.
They said, let us take our best gifts.

Let us follow the star.

It will lead us to the Promised One.
They set out riding upon camels.
They traveled for a long time.

At last they came to Jerusalem.
They went to King Herod.
They asked him where they would find the new born

King of the Jews.
Herod did not know.
When you find Him, come and tell me.
I want to see Him, too, said Herod.
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At last the Magi (that’s another name for the wise men)
saw the star shining over a stable.

How glad they were to find Jesus!

They went in and knelt at His Feet.

They saw Mary, His Mother.

They saw Joseph, her kind husband.

They gave their rich gifts to the Baby Jesus.

Their gifts were gold, incense and myrrh.

THE BABY JESUS IN THE CHURCH
Mary and Joseph knew all the laws of the church.

They obeyed them, every one.

There was a law given to the people by Moses.

It was that babies should be brought to the church.

They should be given to God.

Mary obeyed that law though she did not have to.

Her Baby was God.
When parents gave their babies to God they brought a

gift to the church.

Rich parents brought rich gifts.

Mary and Joseph were poor.

They brought the gifts of the poor—a pair of

doves.

While they were in the church a holy priest came in.

His name was Simeon.

God had told him that he should not die until he had
seen the Saviour.

Simeon raised his eyes toward Heaven.

He sang a song.
Some day you must learn it.

Now, 0 Lord, let me die in peace, for my eyes have seen
the Saviour.

That is part of his song.
Then he turned to Mary, the sweet Mother of

Jesus.

0, Mother, he said, a sword of sorrow will pierce your
heart.

I think tears came to his eyes when he told Mary that.
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CHRIST JESUS—THE KING

The three kings were rich and wise.

Best of all, they were good.

Their souls were filled with humility.

God blessed them.

He led them to the feet of Jesus.

God loves all people—rich and poor.

He sent singing Angels to tell the poor shepherds of

Jesus’ birth.

He sent a beautiful star to guide the rich kings to the

Baby Jesus.

He wants us to know that we all belong to Him.

God is our Father.

He is Christ, the King.

We are His children, the children of a King.

So we are princes and princesses.

We must always remember that.

We must be noble and good.

We must play fair.

We must show that we belong to Christ, the King.

We must be polite and kind to everyone.

Then our goodness will be like a light shining.

It will guide others to Christ Jesus, the Saviour.

ST. JOSEPH’S DREAM
After the Magi had adored Jesus they went away.

While they were sleeping an Angel came to them.

He said, Do not tell Herod where the Christ

Child is.

Go home by another way.
They did as the Angel told them.

It so happened that while Joseph was sleeping an Angel
came to him.
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He said, Joseph, arise; take the Child and His mother

and go into Egypt.

Herod wants to kill Baby Jesus.

Stay there until I tell you to leave.

Poor St. Joseph ! How he hated to tell Mary that

sad news.

But he must obey. He must tell her.

He went over to the place where she slept.

In her arms the Baby Jesus lay sleeping.

St. Joseph laid his hand upon her.

Mary, Mary, he said.

An Angel has told me to take you and the Baby and go

into Egypt.

Herod, the wicked king, is looking for Him.
He will kill Him.

Mary got up at once.

She wrapped her Holy Child in a woolly blanket.

Joseph helped her mount the little donkey.

Mary held the Baby Jesus close to her heart.

Long before day came they were far away.
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HEROD

Herod was a very bad man.
He was not fit to be king.

He loved riches and power too much.
He loved himself more than God.
Because he was so bad he was not happy.
He was always afraid of losing his kingdom.
The Magi had told him of the new-born King of the

Jews.

That worried him.
The Magi had not gone back to tell him where they had

found the new-born King.

That made him angry.
Then he did a most cruel thing.

He made his soldiers go all over his kingdom.
They killed all the little boy babies of two years and

under.

He thought that, in that way, he should kill Christ, the
King.

But God takes care of His own.
The Baby, His mother and good St. Joseph were far

away.

And they were safe.

NAZARETH

Jesus and Mary and Joseph were happy in Egypt.
Mary took care of the Holy Child.

Her heart was always full of joy.

They were in Egypt for a long time.

It did not seem long because they were so happy.
By and by the time came for them to leave.

An Angel came to St. Joseph in a dream.
Herod is dead, he said.

Now you may go back to Nazareth.
How glad they were to go.

They loved their little home.
It was a Holy Shrine.
All homes should be like it.

Fathers should copy St. Joseph.
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Mothers should copy Mary.
Children should copy the Child Jesus.

Then all the world would be full of happy homes.
Let us do all we can to make our homes happy.
Let us be quick to mind our parents.

Then God will bless us.

JESUS’ CHILDHOOD
Jesus, Mary and Joseph are loved as the Holy Family.
They lived very quietly in Nazareth.
They did not tell anyone that Jesus was the Son of God.
The Holy Bible does not tell us much about

those happy years.

It says only that the Boy Jesus grew strong and wise.

There is only one story told about Jesus’ boyhood.
It is the story about Jesus in the church.
It is a very sad story because Jesus’ mother must have

felt the sword of sorrow pierce her heart.

She must have thought of what the holy Simeon had told

her that day when she brought the Holy Child to

the church for the first time.

Poor Joseph was sad, too.

There is a lesson for us in the story of the little lost Jesus.

Let us think about it.
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THE BOY JESUS IN THE TEMPLE
It was in the Spring time.

All the people were in Jerusalem.

(That’s where the big church was.)

There was just one church where they went to worship

and to offer sacrifices.

On the holydays that were kept by the Jews, all the

people came to the Holy City to fast and pray.

Mary and Joseph were there, and also Jesus.

He was now twelve years old.

For seven days this solemn feast lasted.

By and by the time came to go home.

Mary walked with the women.

Joseph walked with the men.

Each thought that Jesus was with the other.

When night came they stopped to rest.

It was then they learned that Jesus was not there.

Poor Mary ! It was the first time she had ever been with-

out Him.
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What sorrow she felt

!

Joseph, she said, we must go back to Jerusalem.

I cannot rest until we find Him.

They went back to the city.

For three days they looked for Him.

At last they found Him in the church, talking to the

priests.

Jesus, said Mary, why have you done this?

Your father (St. Joseph) and I have been looking every-

where for you.

We were worried and sad.

Jesus said, Mother, do you not know that I must
be about my father’s (God’s) business?

SORROW
Sin is very ugly.

i

It stains our souls.

We lose Jesus when we sin.

Mary, the mother of Jesus, never sinned.

No sin ever soiled her pure white soul.

Yet she knows the sorrow of losing Jesus.

I think God let her suffer that pain so that she would
know how sad it is for us when we lose Jesus.

Mary does not want us to lose Jesus.

But if we should ever lose Him, we must go to Mary
quickly.

She will know how sad we are.

She will help us to find our way back to Jesus.

Let us say often with all our hearts

:

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners

Now and at the hour of our death, Amen.
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ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

Jesus was twelve years old when Mary lost Him in the

Holy City.

The next time we hear of Him He was a big Man.
He was thirty years old.

The time had come for Him to begin His work as Saviour
of the world.

About that time a holy man came out of the desert.

He told everyone to be sorry for their sins.

He told them that the Saviour was near.

Soon He will come to speak to you.
Get ready to meet Him, he said.

Great crowds came to hear the holy man.
He baptized them in the River Jordan.
His name was John. He was called “The Baptist.”

One day Jesus walked down to the river.

He went to St. John to be baptised.

St. John was very humble.
He said, You are the Son of God.
I should be baptised by You.
But Jesus was very humble, too.

He was the great God, yet He was the most humble of all

men.
He asked St. John to baptise Him.

30



St. John did as He wished.

Then the heavens opened.

A dove rested on Jesus’ Head.

A voice from Heaven said, This is my dear Son.

Listen to Him.

Do as He tells you.

FORTY DAYS
After Jesus was baptised He went into the desert.

There He stayed for forty days.

For forty days He did not eat.

He prayed to God the Father.

In Lent we copy Jesus’ time in the desert.

We fast and pray.

We draw near to God.

At the end of Jesus’ forty days of fasting and prayer He
was hungry.

The devil came to tempt Him.

The devil tried to make Jesus sin.

But Jesus told the devil to go away.

He could not make Jesus sin.

Then the devil left Him.

Angels came and gave Him food.

Jesus did that to show us how to be good.

The devil tries to make us sin, too.

We must not listen to the devil.

We must say, Go away!

I will not sin.

I love Jesus too much.

Peace and joy will come to us then.
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JESUS, THE LAMB OF GOD

The time of fasting and prayer was over.

Jesus walked down to the River Jordan.

When John the Baptist saw Him he said,

Behold, the Lamb of God!
(Behold means to look at.)

Behold (look at) Him who will take away the

sins of the world.

The people looked at one another.

They did not know what St. John meant.

The next day Jesus went again to the river.

St. John the Baptist saw Him. :

There is the Lamb of God, he said.

Two young men looked at Jesus.

Then they came near to Him.
Jesus looked at them sweetly.

He said, What do you wish?

They said to Him, Master, where do you live?

Jesus said, Come and see.

They followed Him to a little shack on the river

bank.

He talked to them about Heaven.

They felt sure that He was the Promised One.

They were John and Andrew.
They were the first of the twelve Apostles.

THE APOSTLES

Andrew and John were thrilled.

They had sat in Jesus’ little house.

They had listened to Him talk all the afternoon.

That evening Andrew told his brother Simon that he had
found the Saviour.

The next day Simon went with Andrew to Jesus.

Jesus was glad to meet Simon.
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Jesus said to him, your name is Simon.

You are the son of Jona.

I am going to change your name to Peter.

Now, my child, Peter means rock.

Jesus had big plans for Peter.

He was going to give him a great place in His
Church.

Jesus came upon earth to teach us how to save our souls.

Jesus knew that in a few years He would go back to

Heaven.

He had to leave teachers on earth to do His work.

So Jesus chose twelve men.

They were called Apostles.

They followed Him everywhere.

He taught them many things.

He gave them many graces.

They became good and holy because they loved Jesus.

FOLLOW ME
Jesus did not choose all the Apostles at one time.

He went about from place to place.

People came out to hear Him talk.

He chose the Apostles from the people who came
to hear Him.

The first two were John and Andrew.
Then came Peter, the fisherman.

Soon after that Jesus saw Philip.

He was a fisherman, too.

Jesus said to him, Follow Me.
Philip was glad to follow Jesus.

Then Philip told his friend to come and see Jesus.
His friend’s name was Bar-thol-o-mew.
That is a long name, isn’t it?

The last part of it sounds like the way the kitty says,

“Mew.”
Bar-thol-o-mew was a good man.
Jesus asked him to follow Him.
He was glad to follow Jesus because he loved Him.
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About that time Jesus went home to Nazareth.

His five new friends went with Him.
Jesus had been away from home for some time.

He wanted to see His Mother.

He wanted to have His five new Apostles know her.

When He got home His Mother was not there.

Someone told Him that she had gone to a wedding in

Cana.

They asked Him to come to the wedding, too.

His five Apostles went with Him.

Everybody was happy. .

Everybody was having a good time.

They were laughing and singing.

By and by the wine gave out.

The bride and groom were sorry.

They did not know what to do.

Someone told Mary about it.

Mary went to Jesus.

She said to Him, Son, they have no more wine.

Then she told the servants to do as Jesus told them.

He told them to fill six water jugs with water.
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Then He told them to carry the jugs to the head waiter.

When the water was poured it was changed into wine.

That was a great wonder.

Only God can do great wonders.

That was the first great wonder that Jesus did.

He did it to please His Blessed Mother.

There are many lessons in that story of Cana.

One of them is a lesson in love.

It is the love of Jesus for His sweet mother.

He knew there was no wine

He did nothing about it.

He waited until Mary asked Him to do something.

The bride was a friend of Mary’s.

Jesus did that great wonder to please Mary and
to make her friend happy.

Jesus is the same now as He was then.

He still does great wonders to please Mary.

He likes to make her friends happy.

All the Saints have loved Mary.

We know that Jesus loves best those that love

His mother most.

Jesus loves His Mother very, very much.

Jesus is God.

Jesus is Man, too.

All men love their mothers.

All men love to see their mothers loved by others.

We worship Jesus.

We dearly love His mother.

The more we love her the more we are like Jesus.

He loves her with all His Heart.

After the great wonder at Cana, Jesus and Mary went
to live at Caph-ar-naum. (Kaf-ar-num)

It was a lovely city.

It was by a lake.

Jesus’ work had just begun.
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He had come into the world to atone for the
sins of the world.

To “atone” means to to make up for.

Suppose you threw a stone at a window.

The window broke.

The people in the house with the broken window
would be angry.

Your father would have to send money to them.

The money would pay for the window.

It would “atone” for your deed.

Now Adam and Eve broke God’s law.

They disobeyed God.

God was angry.

He drove Adam and Eve from the garden.

He closed the gates of Heaven.

No one could go to Heaven until the sin of Adam and
Eve was atoned for.

That is why God sent His Son, Jesus, to the world.

Jesus came to pay God for the sins of Adam and Eve
and all the world.

Jesus did not pay with money.

Jesus paid with sorrow and pain.

We must remember that.

When we have sorrow or pain then we are most like

Jesus..

We must offer it up to God for souls.

Then we are little apostles.

God is pleased and He blesses us.

That makes us happy.
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JESUS CAME TO GIVE US A GUIDE

Jesus came to the world to atone for sin.

Jesus came to teach the good, glad news of God’s love

for us.

He came to show us the way to Heaven.

He taught for three years.

His twelve Apostles followed Him everywhere.

They saw all the sweet things He did.

They heard all the kind things He said.

As they listened to Him their faith grew stronger.

Jesus did not write anything down.

Faith comes by hearing, St. Paul, one of His great

teachers, said.

Jesus wanted His Apostles to see His great wonders.

He wanted them to hear all His stories.

He wanted them to be sure that He is God.

He wanted them to tell the world about Heaven.

Soon He would go back to His Father in Heaven.

Then they would go about as He had done.

One day Jesus said to them, Go and teach all

people.

He said, I am with you all days.

I am with you till the end of the world.

We believe that Jesus has kept His promise.

The Church that Jesus left on earth is still teaching.

Its priests are still following Jesus.

We listen to them because Jesus told us to.

He that hears you, hears Me.

He that hates you, hates Me, He said.

The Church is our guide.

The Church is like a kind mother.

The Church was started by Jesus.

That is why we call it Holy.

37



JESUS CAME TO TEACH

Jesus was a strict teacher.

He wanted to have things done right.

One day He went to the big church in Jerusalem.

It was a big feast day in the church.

It was called the “Pasch.”

Many people were there.

Some of them had not come to worship God.

They had come to sell things.

Jesus did not like that.

A church is a holy place.

It is God’s house.

It is a house of prayer.

Jesus was angry.

He wanted to teach these people a lesson.

He took a whip and drove them out of the church.

He upset the tables where the money was.

He told the people to take their things away.

He did not want them to treat the holy church as if it

was a shop.

Jesus said to them, My house is a house of prayer.

You must come to church to worship.

You see, children, Jesus was angry because people were
forgetting God, His Father.

He knew that they were thinking more of money than
of God.

Some people are like that even today.

It is very sad.

THE SERMON ON THE MOUNTAIN
One day Jesus and His twelve Apostles went for a walk.

A great many people followed them.

They went up to the top of a hill.
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Jesus sat down to rest.

All the people sat down, too.

They just loved to be near Him.
Most of the people were poor.

Many of them were sad.

Jesus spoke to them sweetly.

His words gave them hope.

They knew that He loved them.

They knew that Jesus was their friend.

They knew that He is God.

They knew that He spoke the truth.

Blessed are you poor, He said.

Blessed are the meek.

Blessed are the sad.

Blessed are those who long for goodness.

Blessed are the kind.

Blessed are the clean of heart.

Blessed are those who make peace.

Blessed are they who suffer for God.

These are the the eight “Blesseds.”

Some day you must learn them.
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JESUS CAME TO TEACH US TO PRAY

Jesus talked to the people in little words.

They were like little children.

They liked to listen to His stories.

They liked best His stories about Heaven.

Jesus told them about His Father in Heaven.

Jesus said to them, The Father and I are one.

They thought that was very strange.

They did not see how that could be.

They didn’t mind, though.

They loved Jesus.

They knew that Jesus loved them.

They knew that they wanted to go to Heaven some day.

Our minds are so little, they said.

We cannot understand those things now.

If we could, we should not need faith.

Jesus wants us to believe that He and the Father are
one.

Some day, when we see Him in Heaven, we shall under-
stand.

Jesus taught the people a beautiful prayer.

It has been handed down to us.

Because Jesus taught it we must love it.

It is called the Lord’s prayer.

You must learn it and say it often.

Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed by Thy name.
Thy Kingdom come.

Thy wih be done on earth as it is in Heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread

And forgive us our trespasses

As we forgive those who trespass against us;

And lead us not into temptation

But deliver us from evil. Amen.
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THE POOR WIDOW’S SON

Jesus was always helping people.

One day He and His Apostles were going to Naim.
Just outside the city they met a long line of people.
A young man was dead.
He was his mother’s only son.

Her husband had died long before.

Now her dear son was dead.
Jesus looked at her. She was crying.

He felt so sorry for her.

He walked over and touched the boy.

Everyone stood still.

Jesus spoke to the boy who was dead.
Young man, I say to you arise, He said.

The boy sat up and looked around.
Jesus gave him back to his mother.
That was a great wonder.
I think they must have been very good after that, don’t

you?
I think their hearts were always saying:
Thank You, sweet Jesus, thank You.
You are so kind and good.
You are Jesus, the Promised One. You are the Son of

God the Father.
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THE STORM
Great crowds followed Jesus everywhere.
He taught from morning till night.

One evening He was very tired.

Let us go into our boat, He said.

Let us go over to the other side of the sea.

The Apostles were glad to do as He wished.
They all got into the boat.

Jesus fell asleep.

Soon a great storm arose.

The sky was as black as ink.

The wind blew and blew.
The waves were higher than the boat.

The Apostles were afraid.

They thought it strange that Jesus kept sleeping.

Finally they could stand it no longer.

They called to Him, Jesus, help us or we shall die

!

Jesus stood up in the boat.

He raised His hand.
He said to the waves, Peace, be still!

Then the sea was quiet.

The storm was over.

Then Jesus spoke to His Apostles.

He said, Why are you afraid?
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Don’t you know that I am God?
When you are with Me you need not fear.

You must have faith, He said.

The Apostles looked at one another.

Surely, Jesus is God, they said.

Even the sea and winds obey Him.
He is truly the Promised One.

THE RICH MAN’S LITTLE GIRL

Not long after that Jesus was again in Capharnum
(Kaf-ar-num).

There was a rich man there named Jairus (Jarus).

His little, girl was very sick.

Her father was afraid that she was going to die.

He was worried and sad.

Then he thought about Jesus.

If only Jesus would come, he said.

I am sure that He would cure her.

Jairus left home to find Jesus.

. He fell at Jesus’ feet and cried.

Jesus, my child is sick, please come and make her well

!

Jesus felt sorry for the man.
He answered his prayer.

He went to the house of Jairus.

The little girl was dead. Her mother was crying.

Then Jesus did a wonderful thing.

He went to the little girl’s bed.

He took her by the hand. Arise, He said sweetly.

The little girl opened her eyes.

Jesus gave her back to her parents.

They had faith in His goodness and power and He
rewarded them.

Jesus is glad to find people with faith.

He still answers their prayers.

Faith will move mountains, He once said.

Ask and you shall receive.
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LOAVES AND FISHES
One day when all the Apostles were with Jesus He took

them for a long walk.
He took them into the desert.

Jesus loved the desert because it was quiet.

A great many people followed Jesus and the Apostles
into the desert.

Jesus was glad to see so many people.

He talked to them about Heaven.
He healed the sick people.
When evening came the Apostles went to Jesus.

They said, We must send the people home.
They are hungry.
We have no food for them.
Jesus said, How much food is there?
The Apostles said, Five loaves and two fishes.

Then Jesus told all the people to sit down.
He blessed the food and told the Apostles to give it to

the people.
There were about five thousand men and women and

many children.

There was plenty of food for all.

When they had eaten all they wanted there was enough
left to fill two baskets.

That was a great wonder (miracle).
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THE PROMISE OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT

The people thought it wonderful of Jesus to feed them
when they were hungry.

They loved Him for it and wanted to make Him king..

Jesus did not want to be king, so He went and hid so

that they could not find Him.

He and His Apostles went back to Capharnum
(Caf-ar-num).

The next day He went to the church to teach.

Great crowds came to hear Him.

They had come because of the great wonder He had
done the day before.

He had blessed five loaves of bread and fed five

thousand people.

They told their friends about it and they were so happy
that they came, too.

Jesus is God—He knows all things.

He could read their hearts.

He knew why they had come.

He knew they thought a great deal about food and such

things.

He knew they thought too much about what they would
eat.

He said to them, Don’t be thinking always about the

bread that will mold and rot.
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LIFT UP YOUR HEARTS

You must lift up your minds and hearts.

You must not be thinking only of what to eat and what
to wear.

Those things are good but they pass away

You must think of things that will never pass away.

Jesus said to them, I am the bread of life.

He said, Someday I will give you My Flesh to eat.

I will give you My Blood to drink.

I will give It to you so that you may have life in you.

Some of the people were angry when they heard Him
say that.

How can He do that? they said.

We don’t believe in such talk.

Then they went away.

Jesus was sorry to see His friends go away.

But He did not call them back. No.

He knew that they understood His words.

He knew that they were the kind of people that would
not lift up their hearts.

They were like spoiled children.

Jesus was sorry to see them go.

He said to His friends as the angry people were going
away:

Yes, it is true. My Flesh is meat indeed and My Blood
is drink indeed.

He who eats My Flesh and drinks My Blood will live in

Me and I will live in him.

Jesus was talking about Holy Communion.
Holy Communion means that Jesus gives Himself to us

in the Blessed Sacrament.

It means that we give ourselves to Him.
Let us think about it often.

Let us ask Mary to help us get ready for Jesus in Holy
Communion.
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ST. PETER’S ANSWER

Jesus watched the angry people going away.

Many of them were old friends of His.

They had seen Him heal the sick people.

They had seen Him make the blind man see.

They had seen Him make the lame people walk.

They had been with Jesus for a long time.

Now they had gone away.

Jesus was sad.

He turned to the Apostles.

Tears were in His eyes.

Will you also go away? He said.

It was their leader who answered Jesus.

It was St. Peter who said, Lord, where shall we go?

You are Christ, the Son of God.

You have the words of eternal life.

Jesus was glad when Peter said that.

He knew that Peter did not understand how He could
give them His Flesh and Blood to eat any more
than the others did.

Jesus knew that Peter had faith and believed that He
could do all things.

Jesus was pleased with Peter’s faith.

We must be like Peter.

We must have faith in God.

We must believe all that God has taught.

Then God will be pleased with us, too.

He will give us many graces.

Most of all He will teach us how to love Him.
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I WILL BUILD MY CHURCH

One day Jesus was in a strange city.

He wished to test the faith of the Apostles.

He said to them, Who do these people say that

I am?

The Apostles said, 0 they say different things.

Some say You are Moses.

Some say You are Elias.

Some say that You are a prophet.

But who do you say that I am? Jesus said.

Peter answered for them all.

Peter said, You are Christ, the Son of God.

Jesus was pleased with Peter’s answer.

He said, Blessed are you, Simon.

You are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My
Church.

It will never be destroyed.

Even the devils in Hell cannot destroy it.

I am with you all days.

I am with you till the end of the world.

Jesus has kept His promise.

His Church is still teaching about God and Heaven.

The Church Jesus started is the Holy Catholic Church.

It is called “Catholic” because it is everywhere in the

world.

It is for all people.

It is called “Holy” because Jesus, its founder, is holy.
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THE LAST SUPPER

Jesus came down to earth to teach us the way to live.

He came also to atone for our sins.

The work of teaching was done.

The day of Jesus’ sufferings for our sins had come.

Jesus told His Apostles to get supper ready.

In the evening Jesus came to eat with them.

It was the Last Supper.

Jesus took bread in His Hands.

He blessed and broke It.

He gave It to His Apostles.

He said, Take ye and eat.

This is my Body.

Then He blessed some wine.

He gave it to His Apostles.

Drink ye all of This, He said.

This is My Blood.

Jesus had kept His promise.

He had told them He would give them His Body
to eat and His Blood to drink.

Now it was so.

He gave the Apostles their first Holy Communion.

Do this in memory of Me, He said.

That is why the priest says Mass every day.

In the Mass priests do what Jesus told them to do.

They change bread and wine into Jesus’ Body and
Blood.

They do it in memory of Jesus.
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THE BLESSED SACRAMENT

Many people receive Holy Communion every day.

Jesus loves to live in our hearts.

Jesus lives in our churches always.

The little red lamp that burns on our altars

tells us that Jesus is there.

Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament lives in the little

tabernacle.

When we go into the church we always kneel on
our right knee before going into the pew.

In that way we adore Jesus as the Angels adore

Him in Heaven.

When we kneel to adore Him, let us say with

all our hearts.

Jesus, I adore You.

We must love Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament.

We must visit Him often.

Then we shall make Jesus happy.

He will know that we love Him.

He will give us His gifts.

He will make us strong in faith.

He will make us happy and good.

THE AGONY IN THE GARDEN
When the Last Supper was over Jesus left His friends,

the Apostles.

He went to the Garden of Olives.

Soon the bad men would come.

They would drag Him away.
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Jesus was very sad.

He prayed to His Father in Heaven.

Then He bowed His head.

Thy will be done, He said.

Father, I am ready to suffer and die.

I want everyone to be happy and go to Heaven.

Then the bad men came.

They dragged Him into the city.

They treated Him as if He were a bad man, too.

Jesus was so good and kind.

Jesus was hated by those bad men.

They tied Him to a post.

They whipped Him.

They put a crown of thorns on His Head.

They made fun of Him.
Jesus was meek and humble.

Jesus was meek and humble.

Jesus suffered because He loves us.

He suffered in silence.
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JESUS’ DEATH
At last the cruel men said that Jesus must die.

They placed a cross on His shoulders.

They made Him carry it to the top of a hill.

Then they nailed Him to it.

Poor Jesus died on the cross on Friday.

We call it Good Friday because Jesus was so good to

die for us.

His sweet mother watched Him die.

How sad she must have been!

Some friends of Jesus took Him down from the cross.

They laid Him in His mother’s arms.

Poor Mary! Her Son was dead.

His body was covered with blood.

She was very, very sad.

The sword of sorrow had pierced her heart.

She knew that He is the Son of God.

Those whom He loved and served had killed Him.
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THE BURIAL

Sadly Mary walked beside the men who carried

Him away.

They laid Him in a new grave that belonged to a friend

of Jesus.

When Jesus was laid in the tomb His mother and

friends went to their homes.
«

Mary knew that Jesus is God.

She knew that He could do all things.

She knew that He would rise from the dead.

The bad men that killed Jesus were afraid that

friends of Jesus would steal His body away. .

They thought that His friends would try to fool the

world.

So they did a very silly thing.

They placed big stones in front of the tomb.

They sent soldiers to guard the door.

All night long the guards stood and watched.

It was still and dark there.

Everybody was restless and sad.

There had been an earthquake.

It was very dark because Jesus had been killed.

The world was sad because Jesus was in the tomb.
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THE FIRST EASTER
It was early on Sunday morning.

Mary Magdalen and two other women went to the tomb.

Mary Magdalen loved Jesus very much because He
forgave her sins.

The women carried sweet spices and oils.

They were going to pour them on the body of Jesus.

Mary Magdalen remembered the stones before the
tomb.

She knew how heavy they were.

As they hurried along the road she said, Who will

roll back the stone?

Soon they reached the tomb.
They saw that the stones had been rolled away.
The door was open.
Mary Magdalen ran back to the city.

She told the Apostles, “They have taken away my Lord
and we do not know where they have laid Him.”

The other two women went nearer to the door of the
tomb.

There—where Jesus had been—they saw a beautiful

Angel.
They were afraid.
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The Angel said, Do not be afraid, you are look-

ing for Jesus.

He is risen. He is not here.

Go tell Peter and the rest of the Apostles that

He is risen and gone to Gallilee.

You will see Him there.

JESUS APPEARS TO THE APOSTLES

It was early in the morning when Jesus rose from the

dead.
We can be sure that He went first to see His sweet

mother.
Mary Magdalen saw Him, too.

She loved Him very dearly because He was so kind to

her.

Before she knew Jesus she was very bad.
He forgave her all her sins and then she was good.
Because she was so true to Him and believed in His

goodness He rewarded her on Easter morning.
He let her see Him and He spoke to her.

On Easter the Apostles were gathered together in one
room.

All the doors were closed. The Apostles were afraid.

They were very quiet there.

All of a sudden Jesus stood among them.
He said, Peace be to you!
The Apostles did not know what to think.

They thought He was a ghost.

He said to them, A ghost does not eat, give Me some
food.

He ate food to show them that He was alive.

They crowded around Him because they were so happy
to have Him with them again.

He breathed on them and said, Peace be to you!
Whose sins you shall forgive, they are forgiven.

Whose sins you shall not forgive, they are not forgiven.
That is why we know that priests have the power to

forgive sins.

Jesus gave them that power on the day that He rose
from the dead.
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THOMAS

Thomas was absent when Jesus went to see the

Apostles.

He would not believe that they had seen Him.

He said that he would have to see Jesus himself.

He said that he would have to see the prints of the
nails in the Hands and Feet of Jesus.

Thomas would not believe that Jesus had risen from
the dead.

Eight days later Jesus came again to the room where
the Apostles were.

Come here! He said to Thomas. See My Hands and
My Feet.

Put your hands in My Side.

Then Thomas was ashamed that he had not believed
that Jesus had risen.

Thomas knelt at the Feet of Jesus.

He said, My Lord and my God!

Jesus said to him, You believe now because you see.

More blessed are they that believe and do not see.

Jesus wants us to have faith.

Jesus did not write anything down.

Jesus told His first priests to go and teach all nations.

He said, Teach them all the things I have taught you.

Those that believe shall be saved.

Those that do not believe shall not be saved.

He said, I am with you all days, even to the end of

the world.

The Church has always taught what Jesus taught.

The priests are the same as the Apostles.

They have heard the Master’s call, Follow Me!
They have heard the Master’s words, Teach all

nations.

They love to tell us about Jesus.
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JESUS GOES BACK TO HEAVEN

Forty days after Easter, Jesus led the Apostles out to

the Mount of Olives.

They asked Him many questions.

He told them that He would send the Holy Ghost to

them soon.

The Holy Ghost would make them strong and happy,
He said.

After they received the Holy Ghost, they must tell the

people all over the world about what they had
seen and heard.

They must not go out and preach until He sent the Holy
Ghost.

They must teach the people the way to heaven.

Then He blessed them and was lifted up.

A cloud carried Him up to Heaven.

The Apostles stood there for a long time.

They watched the cloud as long as they could see it.

When they looked about they saw two Angels.

The Angels said, Why do you stand there looking
up to Heaven?

This Jesus who is taken away will come as you see Him
going.

He will come upon the clouds of Heaven.

He will come upon the last day.

Then the Angels went away.

The Apostles went sadly down the hill.

Jesus, their Leader, had gone back to heaven.
- V

Peter was their leader now.

They were afraid to go about the streets.

So they went to their little room where they had often

been with Jesus.

Jesus had told them to wait there and pray.

They did as Jesus told them.
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THE HOLY GHOST
The Apostles waited in the little room and prayed.
They prayed until the Holy Ghost came.
The Blessed Mother of Jesus was with them.
One day when they were praying they heard a noise.

It was like a big wind.
Parted tongues of fire rested above their heads.
They were filled with the Holy Ghost.
They were not afraid any longer.

They were now ready to go out and preach.
Jesus had gone back to heaven.
But they knew that He was with them, too.

I am with you all days, He had said.

I am with you until the end of the world.
They felt strong and brave.
They did not care how people talked to them now.
They did not care what people did to them.
Thay had work to do for God.
They wTent out of that room with joy and love of God.
The Holy Ghost taught them what to say.

The Holy Ghost gave them many gifts.

The Holy Ghost filled them with peace and joy.

They were happy to do God’s work.
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THE APOSTLES BEGAN TO TEACH

St. Peter and the other Apostles went out to preach.

Some of them went to far away places.

They taught new apostles and blessed them.

Then the new ones taught others and blessed them.

That is how the teaching of Jesus has come down to us.

Jesus said there should be one fold and one shepherd.

The Holy Catholic Church is the fold.

The Pope is the shepherd.

He is in St. Peter’s place at the head of the Church.

St. Peter was made head of the Church by Jesus Himself.

The apostles are still teaching.

They want the other sheep to come into the fold.

They want the wish of Jesus to come true.

His wish is, I pray that they may be one.

Jesus wants all people to come to Him.

Some people think that they are not good enough to

belong to His Church.

No one should think that.

No one should be afraid of Jesus.

We go to church not because we are good.

We go because Jesus is good.

He loves us and wants us to be with Him.

JESUS’ CHURCH IS IN FRANCE

Many of the saints have lived in France.

Saints are people who love Jesus very much.

They do everything just for Jesus.

This is a picture of Little Therese.

We call her “The Little Flower.”

She loves little people.

We must ask her to pray for us.

She will help us to be good.
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JESUS’ CHURCH IN ITALY

St. Peter himself preached in Rome.
St. Peter died in Rome.
He died for love of Jesus.

Cruel men killed him.

The Pope is the Bishop of Rome.
His name is Pope Pius XII.

We call him “The Holy Father.”

We must pray for him.

We must pray for the missions.

They are very dear to his heart.

JESUS’ CHURCH IN AFRICA

Some parts of Africa are very wild.

The people there are black.

Many wild animals live there.

There are lions, leopards, and elephants there.

There are many missions in Africa.

There are many priests and nuns there.

They are teaching people about Jesus.

Jesus helps them to be strong and happy.

They are not sad though they are far away from home.

God is everywhere.

Priests and sisters live and work for God.

They love to work for God.

They have their little chapels in the missions.

Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament lives on their altars.

He comes to them every day in Holy Communion.
He feeds their souls and makes them strong.

They are always happy.

They serve the Lord with gladness.

It is wonderful to be a priest or a nun.

It is wonderful to live and work “all for Jesus.”
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JESUS’ CHURCH IN JAPAN

Japan is a very beautiful country.

The people are pagans.

They worship idols.

That is very sad.

Many priests and sisters are in Japan.

They are teaching people about the one true God.

They are glad to tell the people about Jesus.

When the people learn about the one true God and the
one true Church they do not worship idols

anymore.

They are happy when they belong to the Holy Catholic
Church.

They are happy because they love to worship Jesus.

They know that Jesus loves them.

JESUS’ CHURCH IN CHINA

The people in China are pagans, too.

They worship idols.

It is very sad.

Many priests and nuns are in China.

They have many missions there.

They have schools there, too.

They teach the people about Jesus.

When the people learn about Jesus and the one true
Church they do not worship idols anymore.

They are happy when they belong to the Holy Catholic
Church.

\

They have peace in their souls.

They know that Jesus loves them.

JESUS’ CHURCH IN SOUTH AMERICA

Hundreds of years ago priests went to South America.
The people were wild.

They lived in the woods.
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The priests taught them about Jesus.

The priests built schools for them.

The priests taught them many things.

Now South America has many beautiful cities.

Most of the people belong to the Holy Catholic Church.

St. Rose lived in South America.

She was a holy nun.

She wore a snow-white habit.

She belonged to the Order of St. Dominic.

Let us pray to St. Rose of Lima.

Let us ask her to pray for the missions.

JESUS’ CHURCH IN NORTH AMERICA
Columbus found our country in 1492.
He was a Catholic.

Priests came soon after that.

They found only wild people.

They called them Indians.

The Indians lived in the woods.
They dressed in animal skins.

The priests were kind to them.
They taught them about Jesus.

Jesus blessed the priests who were so brave and good.
Many of the Indians are good, holy Catholics.

One American Indian girl led a saintly life.

Her name is -Tekakwitha.
She was pure and holy.

She loved Jesus very much.
She is a saint.

There are millions of Catholics in North America now.

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
You see, children, that the Catholic Church is every-

where.
The Catholic Church is the same everywhere.
It teaches people to love one another.

It teaches people to be kind and helpful.

It teaches people to be clean of heart.

It teaches them to obey the will of God.
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It teaches them in many ways.

Its artists paint pictures of Jesus doing good deeds.

They paint pictures of Mary and of the saints.

Beautiful music tells the story of the life of Jesus.

Long ago when people could not read the Bible they
knew of Jesus in pictures and music.

THE BIBLE
There are many more stories about Jesus.

There are too many for me to tell you now.

They are very beautiful and sweet.

You will find them in the Holy Bible.

When you are old enough to read well, you must be sure
to read the Bible.

The Church gathered together all the books of the Bible.

Holy monks and nuns carefully copied them on paper
made from skins of sheep.

There were not many Bibles in the days of the early
Church.

It took such a long time to copy them by hand.

Printing had not been invented.

Now we may have Bibles in every Catholic home.
All of us should read the Bible every day.

We should listen very carefully to the priests when they
preach to us on Sunday.

We should read the prayers in our prayer books, too.

Many of them are copied from the Bible.

All of them are beautiful.

They will help us to be good.

JESUS’ HOUSE
Once Jesus said, My house is a house of prayer.

I want to tell you a little about the house of Jesus.

Jesus’ house is called a church.

The church always has an altar.

In the center of the altar there is always a little room
with a door.

It is the tabernacle.
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Jesus, in the Blessed Sacrament, is in the tabernacle.

A red lamp glows on the altar.

It burns all day and all night because Jesus is there.

Let us say this prayer kneeling before the tabernacle:

0 Sacrament most holy, 0 Sacrament, divine,

All praise and all thanksgiving be every moment Thine

!

PICTURES IN THE CHURCH
In our homes we have pictures of those we love.

Mothers like to look at pictures of their children.

Children like to look at pictures of mother and daddy.

We all like to look at pictures of friends.

When we look at pictures of friends we think of them.

We like to think that they are thinking of us.

The saints are friends of Jesus.

We put pictures of them in His house.

Jesus wants us to know them and to love them.

That is why we like to look at pictures of the saints.

We think of them and how they loved and served God.

We ask them to help us to be good.

We pray to the saints.

We do not worship them. We worship only God.

OUR MOTHER
God has given us a mother to guide us.

It is our Holy Mother Church.

The Church tells us that we must know God.

It tells us that we must love God.

It tells us that we must serve God in this world.

Then we shall be happy with Him forever in Heaven.

We must always pray and work to save our souls.

We must carry on the work of the holy apostles.

That is why I have told you these little stories about God.

Now you must tell them to the other little people.

Then you will be a little apostle.
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